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Participate...

Song Writing With The Cornwall Music HUB

A group of Year 7 and 8 students were given 
the opportunity to work with local song writing 
legends Ryan Jones and Ruarri Joseph on a 
project funded by Cornwall Music HUB.

The students spent two days with Ryan and 
Ruarri learning all about how to craft a killer 
pop song, from chords and lyrics, right up to 
the recording stages.  Our Year 10 GCSE music 
students were then tasked with learning and 
recording the final songs in just one afternoon.  
With the help of Ryan and Ruarri they picked it 
up quickly and after a few practice runs were 
ready to get recording! 

At the end of the week each year group 
produced one song each which have been 
sent away to be mixed and mastered.  The final 
tracks will then be released on the HUB’s record 
label, Kevrenna Records later this term!

The workshop was a fantastic experience for 
our students and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.



Opportunity...



Confidence...

Battle of the Bands

Band of Fiasco took part in the Cornwall music 
HUB’s Battle of the Bands this term at Heartlands 
in Pool.

Bands and solo acts from across Cornwall were 
all there to showcase their best performances 
to try and sway the judges. Band of Fiasco 
took the opportunity to show off their musical 
prowess by impressing the crowd with their well-
polished, dynamic set of crowd pleaser tunes. 
Improvised solos from the horn section as well 
as hard-hitting duet vocals were a particular 
highlight of the young musicians set.

Band of Fiasco were just beaten to the top 

Children’s	Mental	Health	Week

The 7th - 13th February was Children’s 
Mental Health Week. This year’s theme was 
Growing Together. We encouraged students 
to consider how they have grown and how 
they can help others to grow. In mentoring 
students considered what they need to ‘grow’ 
and we shared experiences from others 
(some famous) as part of a national focus. 

spot, but were awarded with the runner up 
prize of a workshop session with one of the 
HUB’s professional bandleaders, which will be 
scheduled for later this term. Well done guys!

 
Mrs Stuteley’s mentor group took this a little 
further and marked the week by planting their 
own seeds to grow; they picked one aspect 
that they felt personally they needed to grow 
and wrote this on their plant pot. The students 
now need to tend to this plant; care for it, focus 
on it, and grow together!



Confidence... Community...

Japanese Fish and Chips! 
 
Students visited Penwith College’s ‘Senara Restaurant’ last 
week for a catering demonstration on Japanese fish and 
chips! 

The dish consisted of lemon sole in panko crumbs, lettuce 
and chips, topped off with a katsu mayonnaise.  Whilst the 
students tucked into the tasty dish, Chef Dave spoke about 
many elements that come with working in the catering 
industry; the kitchen brigade, costing of food, the industry as 
a whole and the hierarchy of kitchen staff. 

The session was a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
try something new and to learn more about the running of 
professional kitchens.

RSPB	Big	Schools’	Birdwatch
 
Year 9 Animal Care students have been 
preparing for the Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2022.

Run by the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, it’s a simple survey for students to take 
part in and enjoy together. With the birds singing 
brightly on a crisp frosty morning our students 
ventured out, prepared with survey sheets, 
binoculars and cameras.  Recording their 
sightings, they are getting to know about the 
birds they’re likely to see and how to tell them 
apart. 

We love getting involved in the RSPB Big  
Schools’ Birdwatch every year and this year  
was no exception!  Well done to everyone who 
has taken part. It’s thanks to people like you  
that the RSPB now have over 40 years of data; 
vital in understanding the challenges faced by 
wildlife and helping them monitor how garden 
birds are faring.



Creativity...

Curriculum	Framework	Logo	Competition
 
Parents and carers will know and appreciate 
that at HDS we believe in a holistic education 
of the highest quality. Our curriculum offer 
encompasses all aspects of school life and 
student development and extends far beyond 
timetabled lessons. To make it more accessible, 
we have worked with students and staff to distil 
it down into four short ‘curriculum framework’ 
statements which can be easily understood by 
all stakeholders. 

We were very impressed with the engagement 
and levels of participation of our students in 
response to our competition to help design and 
shape our logos to illustrate the four strands of 
our curriculum framework:

Who I am; What I know; Where I belong; and 
Our future

The judges were inspired by the creativity 
displayed in all the entries and would like to 
thank everyone who participated. The quality of 
entries was very high.  After much deliberation, 
our judges awarded prizes to five students 
whose artwork has influenced our thinking and 
will be used as the inspiration for the curriculum 
framework logos! These will be developed over 
the next few weeks and will be published along 
with our updated curriculum statement. 

In the interim, here are some of your children’s 
wonderful designs that were entered into the 
competition!



Creativity... Collaborate...



Team Work...

Sport @ HDS

Football

The Year 10 development team were crowned 
Penwith Football Champions after a fantastic 
effort at the local tournament.  A hard fought 
2-2 draw against MBA, 4-1 win against Cape 
and 2-1 win against St Ives was enough to 
secure the win. Resilience, determination, ball 
skills, teamwork and a competitive spirit were all 
on display. The boys should be proud!

The Year 7 boys have also enjoyed competitive 
fixtures against all the local schools in recent 
weeks with the most recent, a hard-fought 
encounter with Cape Cornwall school. Played 
in very tough conditions, the score was evenly 
poised at 1-1 for most of the game. However, 
congratulations to Cape who scored late on to 
win. A great effort though by a Year 7 team that 
are developing well.

Our Year 8 ‘B’ team also played their first 
practice matches together this half term. 
Despite absences and impacted by Covid-19, 
the team were in good spirits and a great time 
was had by all at the Penwith tournament. It 
was described as, ‘a great experience’, and 
will build confidence for the next competitive 
games after half term.

Well done to all involved!

Cricket

Playing at the Penwith Indoor Cricket 
Tournament, our girls team were delighted to 
take 2nd place.  With great bowling displayed 
from both Daisy and Maisie throughout, they 
performed really well as a team, especially as 
it was the first time they had played together! 
Great work!

Hockey

In their most recent County Hockey Tournament, 
the U15 hockey team played some lovely 

hockey!  With the weather against them, they 
dug deep to come 4th! Well done girls!

Cross Country

Huge congratulations to Roisin and Jenna for 
their amazing success in cross country!  Both girls 
represented HDS at Truro School this weekend 
competing in the Cornwall Schools cross country 
competition.  They absolutely outdid themselves 
giving 100% throughout the day.  The girls have 
been training hard, meeting up on Saturdays for 
sand dune running in preparation for their races 
to ensure they are race fit!  Roisin has been 
selected for the cross country county squad 
and will be competing in Loughborough, Kent 
and London this year. Well done to both of you 
on your fantastic achievements, keep up the 
brilliant work, we look forward to hearing of your 
future successes and wish you the best of luck in 
your next races!



Talent...Team Work...

Esports Fifa 22

The ‘Esports Fifa 22’ competition has been 
fantastic so far with 72 participants entering the 
competition.  Students have completed the 
first and second rounds, which means we are 
now down to the last 32.  Each round of the 
competition has proved more challenging than 
the last and has really pushed our students to 
work on their gaming skills.  We are thoroughly 
looking forward to the culmination of this 
competition over the coming weeks!  Good 
luck to all involved! 



Imagination...

Mindfulness Colouring
 
During mentoring sessions every Wednesday, 
students have been exploring mindfulness. In 
one of the sessions they were introduced to 
mindful colouring. Spending time in a focused 
state, colouring pre-drawn illustrations with 
intricate patterns, our students have created 
some stunning artwork.

Here is a small sample of some of our students’ 
work in progress.  We are sure that you will agree 
they are coming along really nicely!



Reflect...



Charity...

Volunteering!
 
Volunteering is an integral part of our Humphry 
Davy School culture and an important aspect 
of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Since 2019, a 
vast number of HDS students have got involved.

Two examples we would like to share with you 
this year, involve students helping out at The 
Street Food Project, and in the Community 
Gardens in Gulval.

Well done to two of our Year 9 students, 
Demelza and Amelie, who got involved at The 
Street Food Project by cooking for the evening 
service.  Volunteering between the months of 
October and February the girls cooked at home 
to create a different dish each week.  The food 
was always top notch, made with care, and 
was gratefully received by those accessing the 
service.

The Street Food Project is a charitable 
organisation who help those affected by 
poverty and food insecurity in the local 
communities of West Cornwall.  The project is 
run by a small number of staff and hundreds 
of brilliant volunteers.  As a team they provide 
hot meals every day of year.  On Christmas Day 
they provide an extra special meal at a local 
church in Penzance. 

Every night, a team of volunteers are on hand, 
come rain or shine, to feed up to 40-50 people 
a night and, as well as the evening service, they 
also provide 60 – 70 food parcels per week for 
local households.

Well done also to Year 9 student, Tess, who 
spent time in the community gardens near 
Gulval where she helped with many different 
jobs associated with the horticulture profession. 
Tess got stuck in helping cut grass, sow seeds, 
and even by building some bird/bat boxes to 
help the local wildlife!

Both assignments were great for our Duke of 
Edinburgh participants, teaching them skills 
such as planning, working to a budget, being 
prepared, horticultural skills, time keeping, 
following recipe or directions, and of course 
thinking outside of the box!  They were a credit 
to our school and should be so proud of the 
work they have put into our community.  Well 
done all of you!

Inspiring Young Musicians String Quartet
 
GCSE music students had the opportunity to go 
and see the world-renowned string players from 
IMS Prussia Cove perform as part of a series of 
concerts at St John’s Hall this term. 

The concert was a celebration of young string 
players from across the county and featured 

small groups of young violin, viola and cello 
players. 

The final performance from the IMS Prussia 
Cove string quartet was truly fantastic and our 
HDS music students were blown away by the 
musical mastery on display. 



Charity... Well-Being...

Meet Mawgan! 

Introducing Mawgan, the Humphry Davy 
School Therapy Dog.

Mawgan, will be 11 in March 2022. He’s a 
Golden Retriever, and Portuguese by birth. He’s 
lived with Mr Holmes (Student Support Worker) 
since he was 3 months old and he’s quite 
famous around the beaches of West Penwith 
for hanging out on the beach while Mr Holmes 
is surfing, and being friends with a lot of seals!

Mawgan has been especially checked for 
his temperament and has passed all the risk 
assessment checks. Some students will know 
him from his visits to Marazion Primary School.
There will be a sign on the Hub Door if Mawgan 
is visiting the school.  

What are the Benefits of Having a Therapy Dog 
in a school?

Therapy dogs have been active in schools for 
some time. Teachers and support staff across 
the country have witnessed the positive effects 
therapy dogs have on students and themselves.

Physical benefits - Interaction with therapy dogs 
has been shown to reduce blood pressure, 
provide physical stimulation and assist with pain 
management.

Social benefits - A visiting therapy dog promotes 
greater self-esteem and focused interaction 
with other students and teachers.

Cognitive benefits - It has been empirically 
proven that therapy dogs stimulate memory 
and problem-solving skills.

Emotional and mental health benefits - A 
therapy dog can lift moods, often provoking 
laughter. A therapy dog also offers friendship 
and a shoulder to lean on for students.

If you’re a dog lover, or have any pets, you’ll 
know that just being with your pet feels good. 
So, it’s no surprise that therapy dogs are healing 
companions and are able to help in a wide 
range of situations.

We are aware that some students will be less 
familiar with spending time around dogs, and 
that some students may have specific allergies.  
Please let us know if you have any concerns.

And if any of our readers are left worrying what 
has happened to our resident cat Minstrel? 
Don’t worry! Minstrel is still very much part of the 
reception furniture and although he is getting on 
in years, he still loves ‘saying hello’ to students, 
staff and visitors on a daily basis. He is a huge 
hit within our school community, and makes us 
smile with his regular requests a tummy rub. Say 
‘Hello’ on your next visit to HDS.



Aspire...

French Film Club
 
This term in French film club we have enjoyed 
a great variety of films, including ‘Belle and 
Sebastian’, ‘Princes et Princesses’, ‘Bienvenue 
chez les ch’tis’, ‘La Boum’, and ‘La Boum 2’. 

Clara, our French Language Assistant, 
commented, ‘’The students are always pleased 

Spaceport Competition Winners!
 
Rosie, Year 9, has blasted through to the final 
of Spaceport Cornwalls’ 2022 Launch crew 
competition. The final will be held at the Royal 
Cornwall Museum on Friday 25th February.   Her 
winning entry was a well-crafted journalistic 
report set 100 years in the future.

Seven students from Year 7, 8 , 9, 10 and 11 were 
also highly commended for their media work 
entered into the competition at the start of this 
year: Meghan, Alfie, Jessica,  Finley, Thomas, 
Kyan, and Isaac. Well done to all of you!

to come and see a French film. They can come 
alone or with friends, watch a film and enjoy 
some snacks. It’s a really good way for students 
to experience the French language and a great 
opportunity for them to ask a lot of questions!’’

We’d love to welcome you to the club, so if you 
are interested, please do come along!

All students at HDS were invited to take part; 150 
had a ‘launch lesson’ to stimulate ideas and 16 
took part in after school activities making films 
to showcase their media crew potential.

The five overall winners of the competition will 
be trained as journalists and media specialists 
to report on Spaceport Cornwall’s launch later 
this year.
 
Any students who would like to gain hands on 
film-making experience are welcome to drop 
in to film club in room 10 on Tuesdays 3-4pm. All 
welcome.



Inspire...

Musical Performances on the Plinth
 
In true HDS style, we celebrated the end of this 
half term with an amazing music extravaganza 
on the plinth. 

Our excellent musicians, accompanied by our 
fantastic team of music staff, played and sang 
to a huge crowd of students and staff during 
lunchtime...and could be heard across the 
whole site!

The atmosphere was amazing, and it was 
great to see the whole school come together 
to enjoy the performance.  We look forward to 
the many musical events that are planned over 
the coming months, both in school and in our 
community!  Music truly is the ‘beating heart’ 
of HDS!



Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry Davy School
Coombe Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Key Dates For Your Diaries

01.03.22 Year 8 Options Evening 

03.03.22 World Book Day
 
08.03.22 Year 8 Parents Evening
 
09.03.22 Year 11 Mock Interviews

15.03.22 Year 9 Support Evening

18.03.22 Red Nose Day 

11.04.22 Easter Holidays

Headteachers Reflections
 
What an incredibly busy Spring term! 

I am privileged as ever to witness so much 
talent on display and it has been a delight 
to see more and more of our familiar events, 
routines, activities and experiences back on 
the calendar after all the disruptions over the 
past two years. I look forward to many more 
over the rest of the school year and would 
encourage all the students and their families 
to ‘Get Involved!’ at HDS, whenever the 
opportunity presents itself. Highlights to look 
forward to next half-term include World Book 
Day and Comic Relief but there are many clubs 
out there - full details on the school website. 
Year 11 are understandably focused upon their 
revision and GCSE examinations and we have a 
bespoke programme in place to support them 
and plans are coming together for a yearbook 
and their Ball.

Getting back to ‘normal’ is essential for all 
our health and wellbeing. One way to visibly 
demonstrate this is to return to holding full House 
assemblies and wear full uniform after the half 

term break and I respectfully ask all parents 
and carers to support myself and the school 
staff by ensuring your children attend on time 
wearing full school uniform every day.  Students 
can reduce the risk of unnecessary conflict and 
allow us all to focus our energy into teaching 
and learning by wearing the correct uniform 
as published on the school website, where the 
consequences are clearly set out.

Whilst on the subject of uniform, my thanks to 
all parents and carers that responded to Mrs 
Oliver’s questionnaire. We are increasingly 
aware of the cost pressures being experienced 
by families and the community and encourage 
parents and carers to donate any ‘outgrown’ 
uniform to the school and we will process and 
recycle it to support families in need. Please 
feel free to contact us if we can support you in 
any way.

Thank you all in advance for your continued 
support. 

Take care and have a great half term break.

Mr Marshall, Headteacher


