




Well done! A genuine well done, having faced so many of the usual challenges as a year 
group but also those arising from the pandemic. There was already so much to celebrate 
about your time at HDS and I was already proud of your year group, but the way you so 
maturely navigated your way through Year 11 has only increased my respect.   
 
I hope you too all take pride in your time here at HDS. As much as your GCSE grades are 
so important and will help you unlock doors in the future, we hope you have appreciated 
our focus on supporting you to become well rounded individuals, ready to play your role 
in the future community. Opportunities will present themselves to you as you have now 
started the next chapter in your young lives; but do take some time to reflect on the many 
opportunities you had while you were here; Year 7 camp, E5 week, French trips, Morocco 
surf trip, ski trips, panto, sports fixtures, musical performances are to name but just a few. You 
have all contributed so much to the rich life of the school and on behalf of the staff I want 
to take this opportunity to say ‘thank you’. Keep seizing your opportunities; learn from your 
mistakes, be kind, be compassionate, enjoy every day and remember you are the future, 
and the world is yours to shape for the next generation.

Mr Ball - Head of Upper School

REFLECTIONS ON YOUR TIME HERE



“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity.”

Some of you will know this is one of my favorite Albert Einstein quotes as it inspires hope when 
all seems lost. 

Circumstances tried their best to conspire against us last year and there have been numerous 
difficulties, but each time I am delighted we found a way to overcome them – including the 
Summer Ball and now with our Presentation Evening. One of the privileges of being Headteacher 
is hearing what ex-students have been up to since leaving Humphry Davy School and how 
everyone is progressing in their lives and careers. Inevitably, conversations lead to reflections 
upon time at HDS and I always value these moments as they provide some of the best insights 
into school life and what it is really like day to day and I look forward to catching up with as 
many of you as possible.

Hopefully in the future this yearbook will serve as an effective reminder of many of your best 
times; thank you to everyone who contributed to its creation. Reading the accounts of your 
peers, the consistently recurring theme is, ‘the more you put in, the more you will get out of your 
time at HDS’ and I would agree with this. From the beginnings - back in Year 7 for the majority 
of you - we have witnessed you grow in confidence, cope with change and develop into a 
fabulous group of considerate young adults as you have become more involved in so many 
aspects of the school, from sports to the sciences; engineering through to the arts. Collectively, 
as a group, it was very enjoyable to work with you; as individuals you possess many, many 
talents and have the potential to go far. It has been an honour and a privilege to witness so 
many of those talents on display.

And you are to be commended for your amazing resilience too. Year 11 did not exactly ‘go to 
plan’ and it must have been incredibly unsettling, disorientating and a source of anxiety not 
knowing what was going to happen with your exams or post-16. But when opportunities did 
present themselves you grasped them with both hands and I hear many of you are now ‘flying’ 
at college, in apprenticeships or in work. I would like to think that the staff team at Humphry 
Davy have played a massive part in making this happen and I would like to publicly thank 
them on your behalf for all that they do to create the inspiring and supportive atmosphere and 
opportunities here at HDS.

Humphry Davy School may already seem a memory, and the World awaits, so I will finish and 
leave you with the words of the author Mark Twain, who died in 1910, the same year that the 
Humphry Davy main school building was opened to its first students:

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. 
Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover.”

No doubt on the way you will encounter ‘difficulties’ at some point, but treat each 
one as an opportunity and I am sure you will go far. It would be wonderful if you can 
find the time in the future to share your journey or join the Alumni Association and 
update us as you go.

With very best wishes 

Mr. Marshall

TO THE CLASS OF HUMPHRY DAVY SCHOOL, 2021





BEST EXAMINATION RESULTS
While so much of what you have done at Humphry Davy School has been 
about participation, we must also celebrate excellence and this award is 
unashamedly about excellence. Every year this is a difficult discussion and, 
although results were awarded in a slightly different way this year, there were 
many of you that achieved such excellent results.

CONTRIBUTION TO SCHOOL LIFE
School is like playing in a band, being on stage, or playing in 
a sports team – the more you put in, the more you will get out.   
I am sure this is a message that you were told numerous times 
by your mentor, but it is true. You were part of a year group 
where so many of you did far more than just coming to school 
for lessons and this award rightly recognises a student that goes 
far above and beyond expectations.



TEMPEST CUP FOR ORIGINALITY, 
INVENTIVENESS AND INITIATIVE
This cup is named after David Tempest, a former student of 
Humphry Davy in the 1980’s who was tragically killed in a car 
accident. This award was given to the school in memory of 
David, who was a gentle and kind boy – very academic, quite 
inventive and original. It is these qualities that are recognized 
by this award.

ROTARY AWARD FOR COMMUNITY 
SERVICE
We have always been proud of our reputation within the Penzance area and 
local community and whilst we always place great emphasis on the importance 
of trying your best in school, we have also always been a school to recognize 
and acknowledge the work that some students do in the community. This award, 
kindly donated by the Rotary Club, is intended to do exactly that.







BEST SPORTSMAN

BEST SPORTSWOMAN
This school produces Olympic champions – gold medallists 
- and so we hope that the winner of this award will go on 
to build on her sporting excellence just as Helen Glover 
did. 

This award is given to a girl that represents the school 
with the utmost pride and demonstrates ownership and 
investment of the teams they participate in. 

Humphry Davy School has a long, proud sporting tradition and we celebrate sporting 
participation as well as success. 

This award is given to a boy that has represented the school in a range of sports and 
consistently demonstrated a positive attitude to the sporting life of the school. The 
values expected from the winner of this award are commitment, pride and honesty.









STUDENT REFLECTIONS
TYLER

competition on the way to Birmingham and almost ordering 
1000 burgers and crashing the machine! Oops! 

The teachers have always been supportive. They 
encourage us to take part, which is something I am 
grateful for.  I have been in situations that I never  
thought I would be in when I started in Year 7 and  
I have made friends that I am still friends with in college.

Sports were always a big part of my school life. From 
Rugby to Athletics I always got stuck in and although it 
did become frustrating on Sports Day (when Micho would 
win every single time and my placement would always be 
2nd!) Humphry Davy School was always a fun place to be!

When I started at Humphry Davy school I knew 
that they offered every student a vast array of 
opportunities. Right from when I was a happy 
and very confused Year 7 all the way throughout 
school, until I was a stressed out and an even 
more confused Year 11, those opportunities were 
there! 

I never thought that I would get to go to  
Twickenham Stadium and watch England not just 
win, but thrash their opponents twice in the span of a 
year. I made so many friends just on those trips alone. 
Being stuck on a bus for about 12 hours forces you to 
make friends and also really annoy a lot of the PE staff 
whilst munching on a 20 piece McNugget box and being 
really loud behind them after an 18 hour day.

Going to the mock trials was an opportunity I never thought I 
would even take up until the opportunity arose. But, as a result of 
that, I managed to just about convince the others at the mock trials 
that I was a lawyer – which in turn, won the round! That led us to going 
on a trip to Cardiff (representing the Penwith area) in a competition I (at 
the start) didn’t know much about. Sadly, we didn’t win that round but it led 
to so many funny memories that I will never forget. 

Another unforgettable memory is going to McDonald’s on the Lego Engineers 











Humphry Davy School helped me grow as a person. By the 
time I left I was more confident in myself and felt prepared for 
the next stage in my life. 

The atmosphere and support at HDS is something I will  
particularly miss; from Year 7 to 11 I always felt a part of 
something bigger than just the lessons. 

I really appreciate the opportunities HDS has given me, most 
memorably through the trips abroad such as the trip to Brittany 
in Year 8. 

The friendships I’ve made at HDS are the best part of my time 
at the school...they also pushed me to succeed and we created 

many memories together.

STUDENT REFLECTIONS
IDA







GAVIN CROSS CUP FOR DEDICATION 
TO SPORT
Gavin Cross was a student at Humphry Davy School in the 1990’s.  
Tragically passing away from Leukaemia while still at school, he was 
a very keen sportsman as well as being a reliable and hard-working  
student.  

This award recognises individuals who put a massive amount of time and 
effort into the sporting life of our school.



FINCH CUP FOR PERSEVERANCE AND 
DEDICATION IN SPORT
Mrs Kate Finch, a former PE teacher at Humphry Davy School, donated this 
award upon her retirement to recognise someone who has consistently 
persevered in the field of sports activity at HDS. 

The winner of this award might not have always been the best performer 
but through their hard work, commitment and reliability has become a true 
sporting champion.



YATES AWARD FOR MUSIC
The Yates award for music was donated to the school some time ago by Chris 
Yates, in memory of his father whose involvement in HDS life included supporting 
the PTA and musical events. 

This award not only recognises musical talent but also acknowledges how much 
time and effort the winner has devoted to the rich musical life of the school. 

NANKERVIS AWARD FOR COMPOSITION
This award recognizes what many think to be one of the hardest areas of music – 
composition, and was donated to the school by Brian Nankervis, a former student 
of the school. 

During their time at school the winner of this award has demonstrated a proficient 
talent for composition and we are delighted that they receive this award in 
recognition of that talent.









STUDENT REFLECTIONS
ED
The main thing I’ll take away from HDS was the wide variety of experiences  
that I was able to take part in. 

The sports trip to Twickenham to watch rugby will always be a highlight. In addition 
travelling abroad to Germany was such a fun and exciting trip that created memories 
that will stay for a long time. Also, through different opportunities during school time and 
the extra-curricular activities, I have made some really good friends and had some very 
enjoyable experiences. Many of these extra curricular activities were in the sports teams 
such as rugby and football. These experiences are not only memorable due to the people 
who played in the teams with me, but also because they gave me a well earned break 
from lessons and work. 

Another way the lessons and work load was made easier was from the help from the 
teachers and the enthusiasm they gave to their subjects. This was so important especially 
as COVID-19 hit; they kept the lessons interesting and interactive and really helped us 
perform to our highest potential and gain the 
grades we needed at the end of Year 11. 

This was all brought to an end in the best way 
by our prom. Even in the tough circumstances, 
it was a really nice way to end the year and 
have some fun before we all went to different 
courses and colleges the next year. 

Humphry Davy has given me a good basis on 
which to continue on in my life and education 
and achieve to the best of my abilities.





GLOVER AWARD FOR  
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Jimmy Glover, a former student, felt that one of the keys to success in 
21st Century Britain was to be good at languages, and donated this 
award when his youngest child, Freya, finished school. 

This award goes to a student that has demonstrated exceptional 
language skills throughout their time at HDS.

CORNWALL COLLEGE AWARD FOR 
ENTERPRISE
This award celebrates excellence in the area of Applied Learning and 
recognises the skills and attributes needed for students to solve problems 
through their own independence and enterprise. 

This award celebrates students that are able to think differently and 
uniquely about the challenges and tasks they are presented with and 
can demonstrate practical application in overcoming these. 

FERGUSON AWARD FOR 
ENDEAVOUR
Elizabeth Ferguson was headteacher of Humphry Davy School in the 
late 1990’s and upon her retirement donated this award to celebrate 
those students who have worked hard to make the most of their time at 
HDS. 

The winner of this award is a student who has always worked hard and 
to the very best of their ability; they may well not have always found 
school easy but they have always demonstrated great resolve.













GOOD EGG AWARD
This award is simply for students who are good eggs! There is no set definition 
or criteria that students have to meet to receive this award; they simply come 
to school, work hard, get on well with students and staff. 

They are students that are valued and are true to their own character; making 
the school a brighter place and they have done this on a daily basis throughout 
their time at the school.



MICHAEL GRANDAGE AWARD  
FOR THEATRE
Michael Grandage, CBE, is an award winning theatre director and producer. 
He was the last Head Boy of the old Humphry Davy Grammar School and went 
on to study at the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. He was the 
Artistic Director of Sheffield Theatres and the Donmar Warehouse in London 
before setting up his own theatre, film and TV Production Company and now 
resides in Penzance. 

This award was specially commissioned for HDS by Michael Grandage and it 
is now given annually to a student who has shown particular achievement in 
any area of theatre within the school.







HEADTEACHER AWARD
Our school has a long tradition of Awards across all subject areas and recognises 
students for their talent, efforts and commitment to a wide range of interests. 

Mr Marshall introduced the Headteacher’s Award when he joined the school back 
in 2008. You do not have to be ‘the best’ to win the Headteacher Award, but it is 
intended to recognise someone who tries every day to be the best that they can be! 

Students who shoulder responsibility; show determination to achieve their goals, and 
resilience when things do not always go to plan will take this award home.



THE ‘MOST PROGRESS’ AWARD
Progress can be defined in many ways but at Humphry Davy we value effort, 
diligence and hard work as key indicators of progress. 

This award recognises these qualities; it is an award for students who have not only 
met expectations but exceeded them. The winner of this award might not have 
achieved the highest GCSE grades but they have certainly achieved very well 
and can be incredibly proud of their attainment during their time at HDS.
















