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Welcome to Humphry Davy School, where we aim to provide the 
highest standard of education for all our students – encouraging them 
to raise their aspirations, supporting them to achieve their full potential 
and inspiring them to become outstanding citizens and future leaders 
of their community.

The students and staff of Humphry Davy School have earned a reputation 
for academic success. Gifted and Talented students participating in our 
‘Aspire’ programme benefit from our close relationship with top universities 
including Oxford and Cambridge and our Alumni Association enables all 
students to access a wide range of inspirational experiences. 

Academic achievement, however, is just one aspect of our thriving school 
community. Our commitment to equality of opportunity and our caring 
ethos underpin our desire to enable students of all abilities to expand their 
horizons and reach their full potential in every area of their lives – creative, 
artistic, sporting and academic.

Choosing the right secondary school for your child is one of the most 
important decisions you will ever make. We pride ourselves on our 
friendly and welcoming community and outstanding standard of care 
and support to ensure that your son or daughter will be safe, happy and 
successful from the moment that they join us to the time that they leave for 
further education or employment.

I commend our school to you and look forward to meeting you soon.

Mr William Marshall
B.Sc. (hons) CPhys MInstP – Headteacher 

“The head teacher and senior leaders are highly successful in
involving parents, carers and staff in the school’s vision and in the
drive for improvement.” Ofsted



“Outstanding Teaching & Leadership 
and Management”

Humphry Davy School 2021 Parental Survey

undertaken by Kirkland Rowell, the UK’s leading monitor of

parental, student, staff and governor perceptions



 
The school’s broad and balanced curriculum is designed to nurture 
enquiring minds,encourage self-motivation and develop the skills 
necessary for success in the 21st century. 

Embracing the freedom of the National Curriculum, our exceptional 
teachers have pioneered a wide range of innovative, inclusive and 
personalised schemes that have been showcased at international 
conferences and continue to be refined. The learning experience is further 
enhanced by our superb facilities including photography, animation and 
digital imaging suites, professional music-recording studio and editing 
suite, impressive ICT resources, state-of-the-art Design and Technology 
equipment such as 3D Printers and Laser Cutters, “all weather sports pitch”, 
fitness centre and a fully equipped Drama studio.

Through the use of challenging targets, a comprehensive system for 
monitoring progress and swift intervention when required – including 
individual tuition in English and Mathematics – we ensure that students of 
all abilities can flourish and thereby maximise their life chances.

Our young people are encouraged to extend their knowledge and 
problem-solving skills through exploration, investigations and original 
thinking. Along with an emphasis on homework, this nurtures the 
independent study skills and self-starting attitude that will benefit them in 
further or higher education, as well as in adult life. Student, parents and 
carers have online access to homework assessments, and each child has 
regular mentoring to help prioritise their work and actively remove barriers 
to learning.  Believing that teamwork between the student, school and 
home is fundamental to success, we endeavour to share vital numeracy 
and literacy skills to allow parents and carers to improve their own skills 
together with their children. 
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“The school uses its specialist status extremely well to provide
a broad curriculum, including both academic and vocational
courses, which is tailored effectively to meet students’ needs.” 
Ofsted
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Through the use of Music as the school’s beating heart, we promote 
creativity and raise confidence, developing the leadership qualities that 
will enhance the success of our students in the modern world.

As a Specialist Music College, we 
see music as a tool to increase 
engagement right across the 
curriculum, encouraging creative 
thinking and teamwork. Through our 
packed programme of performance 
opportunities in school and beyond, 
students learn to work in harmony, 
improve their listening skills, realise 
their own talents and appreciate 
the efforts of others – skills that are 
transferable to all subjects across 
the curriculum. Masterclasses with 
professional musicians, authors, 
artists, scientists and business leaders 
help to broaden students’ horizons, 
raise their aspirations and engender 
a “can-do” attitude.

Excellent teaching across the 
Mathematics and English Faculties 
lay the foundations for outstanding 
progress in all areas through a 
rich learning programme that 
develops problem-solving skills and 
enhances understanding through 
metacognition. Debating teams 
have a track record of success at 
local and regional level in the Rotary 
Club ‘Youth Speaks’ competition.

Our Music Scholars have pioneered 
student leadership at Humphry Davy, 
acting as excellent ambassadors 
for the school in their professional 
performances and their valuable 
work with primary schools.
 

Many curriculum areas have gone 
on to create opportunities for 
students to further develop their 
leadership skills by leading their own 
and others’ learning. For example, 
our ‘Sports Leaders’ facilitated the 
‘Cornwall School Games’ and our 
‘Science Ambassadors’ have won 
national engineering awards. The 
internationally recognised ‘Interact’ 
club, our International Prefects, 
Senior Students, Prefects, House and 
Sports Captains are just some of 
our wider whole school leadership 
roles and our Student Council gives 
students of all ages 
the opportunity to influence diverse 
aspects of the school’s 
development.
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“During my time at  
Humphry Davy I  

developed a passion  
for science. 

 
I remember being 

 fascinated the first time 
I extracted DNA in a  

science lesson using 
washing up liquid! 

 
Today I use ‘next  
generation DNA  

sequencing’ to  
investigate the impact  

of the environment  
on gene expression 

and disease.” 
 

Dr Tamsyn Uren-Webster, 
Former student and  

Research Scientist at 
Swansea University



 
One of the key strengths of our school is that it is large enough 
to provide a diverse range of opportunities yet small enough 
to foster strong and supportive relationships between students 
and staff.

Students are successful when they feel secure and happy at 
school. Here at Humphry Davy, we care about each individual 
child. Fundamental to our pastoral structure is the role of the 
Mentor, a personal tutor who is responsible for a specific group of 
students. Meeting regularly with each child to review academic 
progress and wellbeing, Mentors play a vital role in the school’s 
success.

A positive ethos of respect for self, others and the environment 
permeates all that we do and we expect the members of our 
school community to show consideration for one another at all 
times.  Initiatives such as the Paired Reading Scheme and the 
system of vertical tutoring in our six houses - Aweni, Tevi, Medra, 
Kemeneth, Sowena and Longya - allow children of all ages 
to support one another in a spirit of co-operation and loyalty.  
House assemblies - with regular input from students, staff and 
guest speakers - further promote this sense of family and shared 
values, while also nurturing students’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.

An innovative system of rewards and sanctions ensures a well-
disciplined, happy and hardworking school community.  HD$ 
are awarded to recognise achievement, effort, initiative, 
attendance, puncutality and kindness.  HD$ can be exchanged 
for a wide range of rewards, from booking a film room, to lunch 
with the Headteacher or even a visit to the Royal Cornwall Show.  
Sanctions are applied when necessary and we work with our 
parents when a student’s behaviour or lack or progress causes 
concern.
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“Lovely caring atmosphere.  My child is very happy and secure, but 
also challenged and given opportunities. My child always wants to 
go to school and has lovely friends and kind, attentive teachers”

Kirkland Rowell, Independent Parental Survey 2021 



“A fabulous community school that encourages children to 
take up the wide ranging opportunities on offer!”

Kirkland Rowell, Independent Parental Survey 2021 
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“I have been so impressed by 
the opportunities that have been     
offered to my son during his time 
at Humphry Davy.  He is very       
involved with school life and      
really enjoys being at school”

Kirkland Rowell, Independent Parental 
Survey 2021 



 
An exciting range of creative, sporting and academic activities help to develop students’ individual aptitudes 
and collaborative skills, whilst educational visits and trips broaden their understanding of the world.

Our national reputation for musical excellence is well deserved with choirs and instrumentalists performing at 
the Royal Albert Hall and National Festival of Music for Youth. A huge array of extracurricular clubs – from Jazz 
band to Dj – are for musicians of all abilities. Students can also enjoy individual or group tuition for a range of 
instruments or voice, with subsidies available for both the gifted and those with financial barriers. Art, Drama 
and Dance are equally supported through an extensive range of opportunities to perform both in school and 
beyond.

Humphry Davy School is also a centre for sporting excellence. Regular intra-house, inter-house and inter-school 
competitions successfully promote teamwork, fitness and friendship. Our sports teams have notched up an 
enviable record of success in recent years, with individual students progressing to represent the school at county, 
regional, national and even international level.

Students enjoy a variety of educational outings, residential trips and international visits. Through participation 
in programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, Young Enterprise, Operation Raleigh and the Tall Ships 
Training Week, students develop their capacity for initiative and perseverance. They are also confident in the use 
of modern technology with our “roving reporters” covering events such as the G7 climate conference and Mazey 
Day with TV cameras and professional recording equipment. During our Summer Activities Week, the school 
timetable is suspended so that everyone can get involved in new and enriching experiences such as bushcraft, 
sailing, jewellery design, mountain biking, raft making and international travels.

“Humphry Davy School 
provided me with the 
platform to make confident 
and ambitious choices.”

Helen Glover MBE, 
Double Olympic champion,    
three-times world champion,  
quadruple European champion,    
multiple world cup gold-medal  
winner and former student
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“Students enjoy coming to school and make an outstanding
contribution to their school and to the local community.”
Ofsted

 
Through participation in local events and partnership with international 
communities, our students develop a sense of social responsibility and a 
global outlook. 

The creative talents of students and staff enhance a whole host of events 
within the local community. They showcase their Music, Dance, Drama and 
Art at festivals such as Mazey Day, Montol and Music on the Mount, as well as 
at a variety of venues throughout the year. In addition, the school provides 
rehearsal and recording facilities for musicians, choir members and budding 
actors and actresses each week.

Encouraged to participate in volunteering schemes, transition programmes 
within primary schools and charity fundraising initiatives, our students respond 
with pleasing maturity and compassion. We are proud to hold the International 
School Award and work with the British Council to offer a global curriculum that 
promotes understanding and appreciation of other cultures.

Partner schools from Cuxhaven in Germany, Concarneau and Loperec in 
France, Zaragossa in Spain and Kisoro in Uganda facilitate curriculum projects, 
student and teacher exchanges and student visits. All the links are managed 
by a team of International Prefects who have made a commitment to use 
the partnerships to challenge the way our students think about global, 
humanitarian and environmental issues. They are fully involved in travelling, 
fundraising, giving assemblies and generally broadening cultural horizons. They 
are supported by the Interact Group who work in collaboration with the Rotary 
Club to support charities both in Cornwall and overseas.





Recognising the demands upon children as they settle into secondary 
school and upon young people as they move on to their chosen career or 
further education, we work tirelessly to ease these transitions.

We collaborate with our feeder primary schools through joint training sessions, 
community projects and educational events. The quality of our partnership 
and transition work was nationally recognised by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation 
and published on the Ofsted website as a model of good practice. Our 
comprehensive induction process – which includes taster days, open 
evenings, staff visits to primary schools and a Summer School of sporting and 
craft activities – allows new students to familiarise themselves with the school 
and make friends before their first formal day.

Throughout their time at Humphry Davy, we provide students with appropriate 
pathways that enable them to move on confidently to further or higher 
education, or into apprenticeships in the work place. In addition to offering a 
curriculum that develops business and entrepreneurial skills, we provide work 
experience in Year 10, detailed information on available courses through our 
partnership with local further education providers and employment advice 
through our Careers Advisor. 

Our ‘Aspire’ Gifted and Talented programme is used to effectively challenge 
the most able, helping them to attain the highest grades and preparing them 
well for A Levels, Baccalaureates and college courses. All students have the 
opportunity to be part of the Scholars’ Master Classes and participate in our 
proactive partnership with local Colleges and Universities.  Feedback from 
our highest achieving students is that our regular residential visits to Oxford 
and Cambridge Colleges directly raises their aspirations, boosts confidence 
and cultivates a sense of belief.  Bespoke visits provide a snapshot of life at 
the UK’s top selective universities by working with university lecturers and 
undergraduates. 

We believe in the Co-operative Values of honesty, openness, social 
responsibility and caring for others and we work closely with all schools in the 
Penwith area to create the right conditions for all our young people to thrive. 
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“We cannot fault our child’s time at Humphry Davy.  
She is happy, growing in confidence and excelling in 
all she does.  It is a wonderful school with caring and 
high quality staff at all levels” 

Kirkland Rowell,  
Independent Parental Survey 2021



“Transition  
arrangements for 
when students join 
or leave the school 
are excellent.”

Ofsted

The vision for our school: 

“An inspiring and vibrant place for learning which enriches, and is a valued 
part of, the Penzance community. A place where we: celebrate individuality; 
nurture a true sense of belonging; aspire for excellence in everything we do; 
and seek to maximise the life chances of all our young people.”

“Outstanding links with the local community and with parents and  
carers underpin Humphry Davy School’s success in promoting  
students’ engagement with learning.” Ofsted




