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Practical Small Animal Care Skills
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Be able to recognise species, and parts 

of  the body, of small animals. Be able 

to catch and restrain a small animal

Be able to restrain and complete a health check on 

a small animal. Know the signs of good health in a 

small animal. Be able to groom a small animal

Be able to clean and disinfect small animal 

accommodation. Be able to feed and water 

small animals

Know how to monitor and care for the 

health and well-being of animals. Know 

how to provide food and water to animals

Be able to assist with monitoring and caring for 

the health and well-being of animals. Be able to 

assist with providing food and water for animals

Be able to assist with cleaning animal 

accommodation. Be able to assist with 

maintaining animal accommodation

Prepare and present food 

and water to animals

Identify the main features of 

animals in the wild

Complete portfolio of 

evidence for final submission

The qualification provides practical experience and knowledge of the animal care sector to support engagement, participation, achievement and progression for learners at Level 1. Learners will gain work-related skills in the area and gain insight into core activities within the sector, such as:

 How to assist with the care of animals, including relevant animal welfare legislation, minimising stress and injury to the animals, and keeping people and animals safe whilst working.

 The principles of animal care, including monitoring the health of animals, providing feed and water, and workplace health and safety requirements.

 Cover the basic requirements and principles for a learner to feed and water animals and to clean and maintain the equipment used to do this. Learners should be familiar with using various watering and feeding systems.

 Be able to assist with preparing and cleaning animal accommodation and comply with health and safety requirements.

 Enable learners to increase their knowledge about the species of wild and companion animals and how people and animals interact.

The course will help learners to decide whether to undertake further training or employment within this sector.

Subject not taught in years 7-8

Subject not taught in years 7-8

Select and maintain suitable equipment for 

feeding and watering animals

Identify animal and people 

relationships


