
31.03.20 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Coronavirus update – Supporting families and pupils learning from home 

I do hope this letter finds you and your family well and sincere thanks to all who have been in 
touch in appreciation of the support and provision we offer. We are proud to support our 
wonderful community here in Penzance and across Penwith. 

Easter is almost upon us and you would usually be receiving our end of half-term „Community 
Matters‟ Newsletter celebrating the achievements, activities and experiences of our 
wonderfully talented students. But we all know there has been nothing „usual‟ about the past 
month.  

A favourite quote of my old History teacher was: “There are decades where nothing 
happens, and there are weeks where decades happen.”  

Less than a month ago, parents and carers certainly did not expect to find themselves in the 
role of home educator - and in many cases from the stories shared, working from home 
alongside helping and supporting their children of different ages with their school work. 

Every family is trying to find its own rhythm, and this may well take time. Many of you know I 
have four young children myself and I share with you what I tell myself on a daily basis, that 
there is no pressure on any of us to „get it right‟ from the start.  

Teachers and school leaders across the country are working to facilitate learning wherever 
possible and Mrs Oliver sent home an excellent document on „How to Support Home Learning‟ 
via ParentMail on 26 March which I recommend is worth revisiting and can be found on the 
school website – see below. We are also investigating new online resources that should be 
available after Easter. 

Please be assured that parents and carers are not expected to cover - or students to 
complete - all the work we provide; it is there to support you, not constrain you. We have 
provided a wide range of learning activities to meet the wide range of abilities in classes and 
will continue to do so via the ShowMyHomeWork (SMHW) App. Students are not expected to 
cover each and every task published and some may need support managing what can seem a 
daunting workload.  

We need to be honest with ourselves and accept it will not be sustainable either for families 
or for teachers to try and achieve „school but at home‟. The priority must be safety and 
emotional wellbeing for us all. It is good to know though that all the research shows that 
the one form of remote learning we know with certainty is effective is reading books! So, 
if nothing else, we should encourage our children to read, read, read. This may be 
particularly reassuring in homes where students may be sharing a computer with siblings or 
even competing for access with adults currently forced to work from home. 

On that note, I am increasingly aware of unexpected, unintended consequences arising from 
working at home e.g. printing every piece of work will quickly use up printer ink / toner, put 
up costs and add to the pressures of home life. Solution: perhaps ask your child what work 
they are particularly proud of producing this week and print / display that on a „working 
wall‟ / the fridge at home. 



And as a creative and resilient and resolute community, together we will find solutions to 
navigate our way through the current challenges! 

I know we don‟t know exactly what the future looks like yet, but we do know there is one and 
we know we all have a role in it. We know that our school will exist and that our values will 
drive our work and the way we go about things.  

Behind the scenes we are busy redesigning and rewriting schemes of learning for September 
and beyond to bridge any gaps in learning. I can imagine parents and carers of year 10 
students in particular may be concerned about GCSEs next year and I can confidently say we 
are aware and will be doing all we can to mitigate the circumstances.  

Our School Vision makes reference to Humphry Davy School as, “A place where we nurture a 
true sense of belonging and seek to maximise the life chances of all our young people.” 

Although we cannot physically meet as a school community we are still here and we still care – 
each and every member of the staff team. We will get through this, your children belong now 
and will belong in the future; they are not forgotten, they are valued and cherished.  

Many have already been in contact, but all Mentors will be in touch personally after the 
Easter Weekend to touch base with students and their families and explore how we can help. 
It is essential we all make time to look after our own mental health and well-being and this is 
a unique opportunity for students to hone a specific skill or to immerse themselves in an area 
of interest - creatively, academically or musically. I am certain Mentors will want to hear how 
students have explored their talents. 

Further information including copies of our letters and advice how to support you as parents 
and carers is being placed on the school website https://www.humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3129/coronavirus-support 

You will also find details of arrangements for the new Free School Meal voucher scheme 
and a listing of the many community support groups and opportunities that are there to 
support us all at this difficult time. 

If the website does not provide the answer to questions you may have, please email 
enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk with your queries and requests - the email inbox is 
checked on a daily basis. 

Thank you again for your continued patience, support and understanding.  

Together we stand - Onen hag oll!  

W A Marshall 

cc. Years 7 to 10 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3129/coronavirus-support
https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3129/coronavirus-support
mailto:enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

