
 
 

 
 
 

16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Update Coronavirus  
 
I am sure that you have all been following developments closely over the weekend. I do not need 
to tell you these are unprecedented times and it will not surprise you that senior colleagues and I 
are investing significant time and energy implementing plans to respond purposefully to what will 
be a challenging time for us all.  

I would like to reassure you that at Humphry Davy School we will do everything in our power and 
take all of the necessary steps to protect our community and are being guided by three core 
principles: 

 The safety, health and wellbeing of all members of our community  

 Following government and local authority advice and trying to stay open where it is in the 
national interest 

 Care, kindness and achievement. 

We are getting in touch to let you know what we are doing, and what we expect from all of you, 
to help make sure our school community remains safe, calm and a place of learning at a time when 
resources are likely to be stretched. 

Obviously, I am unable to provide any certainties at present, but it is important that we respond to 
all eventualities in a calm and proportionate manner.  Our student body, in particular, requires 
reassurance. 

 
What’s the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given 

 All school day to day lesson teaching will continue to run as far as possible.  

 Students should attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following 
symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days: 

 a new, continuous cough and/or  

 a temperature  

 If your child has the symptoms above please ring us on 01736 363559 (Direct Attendance 
Line) or by calling the main school reception and requesting attendance. You can also email 
on attendance@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 For normal illness or any other absence reasons, the same contact details can be used. 

 The guidance is regularly updated and available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-
19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19#limiting-spread-of-coronavirus-covid-19-in-
educational-settings  

 While the school remains open, we will not have the capacity to set up individual learning 
programmes for individuals who are sick or self-isolating. In the medium term we intend to 
post work for students on the school website. Please see the section below on „What 
happens if the school has to close?‟ 
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What we’re doing to protect and support students and staff  

 If a child falls ill during the school day, and we are concerned about them we will call 
parents immediately and follow the guidance referenced above 

 Evening lettings of the school buildings have been suspended to reduce movement into and 
out of the school and we have increased our daily cleaning schedule, to focus on areas of 
high usage (e.g. door handles, keyboards etc.…) 

 Soap / liquid soap are checked and replaced through the school day and hand sanitizers 
have been placed in key areas. 

 Discussions in Mentoring time will focus on hygiene, hand washing frequency and how to 
deal with anxiety. Children will have questions about the virus and about adult responses to 
it. We will be providing them with sensible explanations that are designed to improve 
understanding and offer reassurance. They will overhear a lot of adult talk in the media 
including some potentially alarming news reports. They will be looking to you as well as to 
us to maintain perspective and preserve their sense of security. 

 

GCSE Examinations 

 Any planned exams for Year 11 will go ahead unless we advise you otherwise 

 Ofqual are the responsible body for the organisation and implementation of exams 
nationally and their latest advice states: 

“We recognise that students, parents, schools and colleges will be concerned about the possible impact 
of coronavirus on the 2020 summer exam series. Our advice at this time is to continue to prepare for 
exams and other assessments as normal. 
We continue to work closely with exam boards, other regulators and the Department for Education and 
we have met to plan for a range of scenarios, as the public would expect. Our overriding priorities are 
fairness to students this summer and keeping disruption to a minimum. 
It is still many weeks until exams start and we will issue updated advice if necessary, giving schools and 
colleges as much notice as possible.” 

 I am unable to provide further details regarding GCSE and BTEC exams, but the focus of 
our preparations behind the scenes are to ensure that matters are in hand in order to 
support students, especially those in Years 10 and 11. We’ll keep you up to date with any 
changes to the current situation 

 

The impact upon school events 

 We are immensely proud of the huge range of activities on offer at Humphry Davy School 
but it is in line with our three core principles to cancel any non-essential events and 
meetings in the best interests of reducing additional traffic into and out of the school for 
staff, students and parents for the foreseeable future. These include: 

 All sporting fixtures across Penwith  

 Year 7 Parents Evening  (Tuesday 17th March) 

 Year 10 Work Experience (Due to begin 23rd March) 

 Ski Trip to Andorra   (over Easter) 

 Duke of Edinburgh   (all training and expeditions) 

 Le Nivot Residential (France) (15th – 19th June) 

 E5 Activities Week   (July) 

I appreciate these moves will generate disappointment, but the health, safety and welfare of 
students and staff is paramount. Any further details will be posted on the school website. 



 
 
 

 
 

What we need students to do 

 In such challenging times every member of our community must play their part.  Students will 
be reminded to come to school on time and fully equipped.   

 They must respect scarce resources, especially those connected to health and hygiene.  
Toilets and other sensitive areas must be treated with the utmost respect.  Students 
themselves must act responsibly and minimize the possibility of virus transmission by washing 
their hands regularly and thoroughly.   

 In our determination to run as smoothly as possible, it is also vital that student conduct and 
behaviour is exemplary.  Colleagues and I do not have time to waste, investigating or 
responding to poor conduct or anti-social behaviour.  The vast majority of students get it 
right on a daily basis and we are proud of the ethos at Humphry Davy School, but now this 
must be even better. 

 Students will be reminded of these imperatives tomorrow.  We will also provide support 
and reassurance to those who require it.   

 

What we need you to do 

 If you’ve recently changed your contact details and we do not have correct details, please 
inform the school office as soon as possible and collect a change of details form from 
reception or log onto the Parent Portal via the school website and make the change there. 

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a worrying time and we should make sure 
children feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates and YoungMinds has 
practical steps children can take to help with anxiety 

 Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they 
become ill, appear to have a temperature or a new, continuous cough) 

 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We’ll only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the 
school. In either case, we’ll: 

 Inform you immediately via Parentmail and the school website; www.humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk of our next steps. 

 We will also advise you using the same communication methods when the school will be 
reopened 

 In the event of a closure, we will provide every child with a paper copy ‘take home’ work 
pack and then continue to post work via ShowMyHomework.  

 Please can you check that your child has access to the SMHW from home, and let us know if 
there are any issues (so we can make sure we are well prepared for remote learning if the 
school does need to close at some point) 

 Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school 
community prepare. There are currently no plans to close. 
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If you have any questions 

Please consult the: 

 School office via enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk if you have any questions about 
our response to this issue  

 NHS website if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus or if you think 
you or your child may have the symptoms 

 Department for Education website or coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have 
any questions about the government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

 

And finally … 

Thank you in advance! I am grateful as ever for your support when we sometimes have to make 
difficult decisions. If you can limit any demands made on the school office, that would also be much 
appreciated. Like everyone else in the nation, we are learning to manage a situation which is 
entirely new to us. 

It’s a tricky time and we know you, like us, will be worried about the impact this might have on our 
family and wider community. It’s important we keep each other safe, support those who may need 
us and talk about these events to help with any anxiety. 

With Best Wishes 

Bill Marshall 

Headteacher 
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