
21.04.2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We hope this letter finds you all well, albeit in an altered ‘Summer Term’. 

Managing Home Learning 

Thank you for supporting our ‘home learning’ offer and well done to all of those students who 
have put so much effort into working from home. We are so proud of them! 

Over the past four weeks we have received some really helpful feedback from 
parents/carers, with regards: the amount of work involved in each piece of work set; a 
working timetable; access to printing; access to technology; marking and feedback.  

Working around their own varying home circumstances, our teachers are working hard in the 
background to find the right balance for all students; we are all trying our best to respond to 
pitch this right for each and every one of you and support where we can in these challenging 
circumstances.  

It is perhaps worth noting that staff are committed to provide appropriate work weekly but 
are posting work on the ShowMyHomeWork App when their circumstances permit. We 
appreciate the system may create an uneven workload over the course of a week and we are 
grateful to parents for helping their children to manage that workload. 

Do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything else we can do to help if any of this is proving 
difficult. 

Please note our focus from previous communications. We do not expect parents and carers to 
become teachers, write a curriculum or create worksheets and your children aren't expected to 
learn in the same ways they do in school. Simply providing your children with emotional 
support, some structure, guided activities, and shared conversations about the work we are 
providing and how to tackle it at home will help them to adapt.  

To further support you our ‘Home Learning’ document has been revised to aid and provide 
some guidelines on manageable chunks of learning, signpost useful learning web links, and 
offer some sample timetable advice here: How to Support Home Learning 

Some students clearly appreciate a formal structure to their week so a printable timetable to 
personalise can be found here: Parent Support/Personalised Timetable 

Government Laptop Scheme 

Parents and carers may have seen the announcement on Sunday 19th April of the government 
scheme to ensure some disadvantaged pupils, who do not currently have access to a device 
will get digital support for remote learning during this period of school closure.  

We’ve received more information on this that the criteria will largely fall into the categories; 

 Children with a social worker 

 Care leavers 

 Disadvantaged children in Year 10, ahead of sitting their GCSEs next year. 

If you believe your child would benefit from access to a laptop and is in one of the categories 
above, then please email: laptops@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

https://humphrydavy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Revised-April-2020-How-to-Support-Home-Learning.pdf?t=1587379724?ts=1587394050
https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3129/coronavirus-support
mailto:laptops@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk


We will also be in touch with parents/carers of eligible children once we have more 
information. 

Keeping Safe and Supporting Your Mental Health and Well Being 

In addition, there are rumours and speculation across the media with regards when schools 
may be open again. It is just that, rumour and speculation - so please be reassured that when 
it eventually happens, we will only open to more students when there is clarity how we will be 
able to protect and keep safe the whole school community.  

In the interim, we would love to see more of your tremendous efforts towards home learning 
and the broader ways in which you have extended education into new learning, new skills and 
development of talent. You can send pictures of your achievements to your mentors via SMHW 
who would be delighted to see them (please let us know if you/your child consent for us to use 
the image to share in any future publications). 

It’s definitely been a strange and challenging time, so it’s understandable if you and your 
child feel anxious and frustrated at the moment. We’re here for you every step of the way as 
we figure this all out together. 
 
We have staff available to support children via talk@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk and also 
a guide for Mental Health and Wellbeing here; HDS Student Wellbeing 
 
Remember, if you have any concerns about helping your child learn or you need any other 
support from the school, please let us know by emailing us at enquiries@humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk.  
 
Keep In Touch 
 
Thank you again for your incredible support over the past four weeks. These have been some 
of the most challenging times we will have all experienced, and everyone in our school 
community is united with the same drive for compassion and human connection that we hold 
uppermost as a school. 
 
We miss having everyone in school, but we must continue to follow the government’s guidance 
to keep everyone in our community safe. In the meantime, we have created a staff video to let 
the children know how much we miss them and that we are all here for them HDS Staff send 
best wishes 
 
Take care, stay safe.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Kirstie Oliver 
Deputy Headteacher 
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