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Welcome! 
 

 

You have reached a very important stage in your education where you are able to make 

decisions about the subjects you will study for 40% of your school timetable in years 9, 10 

and 11, studying each of your option courses for 5 hours each fortnight! 

 

Find out as much as you can about the courses you can choose from by reading the  

information contained inside this booklet, watching the subject spotlights and talking to your 

parents or carers.   

Think carefully about the options available as they will affect your future opportunities. 

 

This document is designed to be a reference for you to use throughout years 9, 10 and 11 

as well as providing information on choices to be made over the next few months.  Please 

read it carefully, use it as a guide and look after it! 

 

If you have any questions about the contents of this booklet or the options process please 

feel free to contact any of the staff named within or myself. I look forward to working with 

you over the next few months as you make these very important decisions! 

 

Mrs S Hall 

Assistant Headteacher  

 

Choosing the 
correct path 

for you: 

https://www.emaze.com/@AFFRZOFZ/Interpersonal-Skills
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Publication of the Year 8 options booklet and information to students 

Monday 28th February 2022  
 

 

 

Options event 

Tuesday 1st March 2022 6.00—7.00pm 
 

 

 

Initial completion of the options form 

Deadline 

Friday 11th March 2022 
 

 

 

Student interview with a senior member of staff 

Monday 14th – Friday 25th March 2022 
 

 

 

Final completion of the options form 

Deadline 

Monday 28th March 2022 
 

 

 

Confirmation of option choices available to students 

                                  May 2022 

 

What will  

happen and 
when? 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZut-orMjYAhVDwxQKHc-LA74QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconarchive.com%2Fshow%2Fpretty-office-7-icons-by-custom-icon-design%2FCalendar-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw0HkWwYUaiQm
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6r63TsMjYAhWH1hQKHfq1CaoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edinburghjazzfestival.com%2Fnews%2Fsave-the-date.html&psig=AOvVaw1njrqwbir5_RTNgxey4GRO&ust=1515501350030420
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A message from the Headteacher: 
February 2022 
 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 
 

The curriculum the school will provide in years 9, 10 and 11 has been designed: 

 

 To be broad and balanced 

 To allow for the maximum number of students to achieve to your highest potential in 
nationally recognised qualifications (i.e. study appropriate courses in your `best'   

subjects) 

 To allow students to select a coherent programme of study to enable you to access a 

meaningful progression through to post 16 and beyond 

 To meet the requirements of the National Curriculum  

 

It is a national requirement that all students study English, mathematics, science, computing, 
religion and personal development, together with physical education.  
We call this our ‘compulsory curriculum’  

 

‘Personalised Learning’ is a term that you may have heard used in the media and as a 
school we recognise that all students are individuals with differing needs. Our aim is to  
offer personalised learning pathways tailored to each student. For the majority of students 
this means studying a selection of GCSE and BTEC qualifications in addition to the       
compulsory curriculum. For all students the total number of courses available is limited to 
balance the need for breadth against the time required of each subject to attain the   

highest grades for each individual.  

 

Your success is our concern and experience has shown that all students need a substantial 
amount of help and advice to make the decision of what to study - after all, future careers 
may well be affected! To aid you, all students will have an interview scheduled with a 
member of senior staff to agree a `Personalised learning pathway for success'. A time and 

location for the interview will be confirmed with students. 

 

The programme of study that you will be advised to pursue will take into account: 

 

 Your strengths, weaknesses and current performance in all subjects 

 Aspirations and future progression rates beyond the age of 16 

 Our experience of organising and assessing courses 

 National practice in providing opportunities for all 14-19 year old pupils. 
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With this in mind, a small number of students with particular needs may well be offered an 
alternative curriculum that is more suited to them. In this instance, there will be further  
opportunity to discuss and agree recommendations with parents and carers at a separate 
interview which may involve an independent careers advisor. 

 

It is obviously very important that prior to the interview students, parents and carers 
take time to read the information in this booklet and subject spoglights, consider which 
subjects to study where there is an element of choice and complete the options form. 
The information you provide will be discussed at the interview to agree a pathway of study 
through years 9, 10 and 11 at Humphry Davy School. Following the interview there will be 

time for students to discuss the guidance with parents or carers at home.   

 

Completed options forms, confirming the chosen pathway, should be handed in to Mrs Hall 

by Monday 28th March 2022.  

 

The allocation of subjects will begin on Tuesday 29th March 2022.  

 

Please inform Mrs Hall in advance if this deadline cannot be met. 

 

Throughout the next three years your success at key stage 4 will require a considerable  
commitment both in time and effort. The beginning of the process is determining an  
appropriate pathway to success. It is very important that home and school work together to 
support students at all times as success in all aspects of your chosen courses demand constant 
effort both at school and at home.  
 
In the event of any difficulties parents/carers should not hesitate to contact the school via 
options@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk or by ringing the main school reception and asking 
for a message to be passed to Mrs Hall. Our collective aim is to ensure that all students 
have the best possible opportunity to achieve your potential. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr W Marshall 
Headteacher 
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 Read through the whole booklet! 

(This may seem a daunting task but it is essential so you have the information you need to make the right 

decisions for your future!) 

 

 Attend the options event during the evening on  

  Tuesday 1st March 2022 6.00 - 7.00pm 

and view the subject spotlights via the assignment in Satchel One 

 

 For the compulsory subjects (the subjects you have to study): 

Your teachers will decide which courses will best suit you when your progress in year 8 is assessed in the sum-

mer term. You will be placed into an appropriate group for year 9. 

 

 For the non-compulsory subjects (the subjects where you have 

some choice): 
 Consider your future career aspirations and which combination of subjects and courses is going to give 

you the best possible opportunity to achieve this. Your recent work on Career Pilot may come in useful 

here! Make sure that you have discussed this with your parents/carers.  

 Refer to the ‘Which pathway is right for me?’ page for advice on which subjects are right for you. 

 

 The interview: 

 You will be given an appointment for an interview with a senior member of staff between Monday 

14th and Friday 25th March. 

 Remember to have this booklet and your form filled in with your initial response with you during 

your interview! 

 Your interviewer will have a list of all your current performance levels and information from your 

teachers about your suitability for different subjects where possible.  

 Your initial preferences will be discussed and you will be given advice on which subjects to study.  

 

 After the interview:  
Take time to consider the recommended options very carefully. With the help of your parents/carers you 

must make a final decision about which non-compulsory subjects or experiences you want to undertake. 

Student 
guide: 

what next? 
   

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC06OKs8jYAhUJVhQKHYk2AKoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.constitutionnet.org%2Fnews%2Fzambias-failed-constitutional-referendum-what-next&psig=AOvVaw3YUOX8tGbAbpYMkJGO_6K
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjR1tC8t8jYAhVBtxQKHYXmCLkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.riskology.co%2Flife-saving-checklist%2F&psig=AOvVaw1pDW-Wxl3FaowfwNqSmNwX&ust=1515503177440088
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Your completed options form must be  

returned to  

Mrs Hall 
by 

 

Monday 28th March 
2022 

 

The process of allocating students to courses will 

begin on Tuesday 29th March 2022 
 

Please note: It is not possible to guarantee that you will be allocated the subjects you 

have chosen or that any specific  subject will run as all subjects are provisionally on of-

fer depending on uptake. If your preferred choices cannot be met a reserve subject 

will be offered. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSpbCaxMjYAhWGWBQKHbc7D7kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fyesuapp.com%2Fimportant-update-on-the-data-retrieval-tool%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ThSl0J05WDqQeTIhYM_HW&ust=1515506576635108
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    Qualifications: 
 

Types of qualification available in school: 
 

 

Qualification: Explanation: 

GCSE 

Stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. 

This is the most common qualification available to our Year 11 students and will 

have a significant component that is dependent on final examination. 

BTEC 

BTECs are work-related (or vocational) qualifications suitable for a wide range 

of students. They can be Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE grades 4 and above) or 

Level 1 (equivalent to GCSE grades 1 to 3) 

They often involve some coursework in addition to an examination and are 

equivalent to a GCSE pass. 

NCFE VCERT 
NCFE VCERT qualifications are similar to BTEC qualifications and are offered at 

Level 2. 

 

 

Levels of qualification available in school: 

All GCSEs are graded using the 9 to 1 grading system, an 
explanation of which is shown in the diagram on the right. 
 
BTEC and NCFE VCERT qualifications are graded as pass, 
merit or distinction at either level 1 or 2 with a possibility of 
achieving distinction* at level 2 for exceptional work. 

 

The English Baccalaureate (EBac): 
 

You may have heard of the EBac as it is often talked about in the media. However did you know that it is 
not actually a qualification? The EBac is actually a term that recognises students who have secured a 
grade 4 or higher in the following five academic subjects: English, maths, history or geography, science 

and a language.  

By studying the EBac you have the opportunity to study a broad range of subjects which means that you 

will have a wider range of choices available to you when choosing what you want to study at college.  

We believe that all of our students should study at least one of these subjects: geography, history or 

a language even if the full EBac is not for you at this time. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjggpb_yMjYAhWKaxQKHc16C7QQjRwIBw&url=https://help.olivetree.com/hc/en-us/articles/213709006-What-s-the-difference-between-a-Concordance-and-a-Cross-Reference-&psig=A
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjotd7BxsjYAhWLuxQKHXW3C8cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Feducation-41023354&psig=AOvVaw2OyAyvAL3eZGvTiM559QYX&ust=1515507222760962
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Key Stage 4: the  

Core Curriculum: 

 
All students study the core curriculum which is: 

 

 

 

and: 

 

 

 

 

The following pages will give you some idea of what you will be   
studying in your core curriculum. Remember that all students will study 

these subjects in some way although some of you may also choose  
separate science as one of your options. 

Subject Qualification 

English and  

English Literature 
   2 GCSEs 

Mathematics    1 GCSE 

Science 

   2 GCSEs 

(Please note that it is possible to take the option of  

separate science which would mean that you have the  

opportunity to achieve a total of 3 GCSEs in science). 

Subject Qualification 

Physical Education and Sport Non exam course 

Beliefs and ethics/ 

Citizenship and Personal Development 
Non exam course 

Computing Non exam course 
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English Language and English Literature (Core curriculum; studied by all students) 

All students will be taking two GCSE courses: English Literature and English Language.  

These will involve a variety of reading and writing activities including: novels, poetry, drama, non-fiction, speaking & 
listening and writing for different purposes.  

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Information: 

You will:  

 read a wide range of texts fluently and with good understanding, making connections across your reading 

 read in depth, critically, so that you are able to discuss and explain your understanding and ideas and use 
knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve your own writing 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often 

 appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 

 write accurately, effectively, coherently and analytically about your reading, using Standard English 

 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, 
and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

 use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately  
 
You will be expected to: 

 read actively and for pleasure, selecting with support, a challenging range of texts. 

 review your own work both as part of the drafting process and for ‘next steps’ from your teacher. 
 challenge yourself. Look to complete the difficult tasks and fully engage with the learning process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

English Language and English Literature can open the door onto many different career paths, such as: journalism,   

writing, publishing, editing, teaching, library work…  

Future Progression routes include: A Levels in English Language, English Literature or English Language and Literature 

 and degrees in English, Journalism, Communication Studies, Creative Writing, Media, and Film.  

For further information please contact:  Head of English—Mr R Smith                 
                                                  rsmith@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

English language:   

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing 

 
50% of GCSE 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
  
Section A: Reading: One literature 
fiction text 
  
Section B: Writing: Descriptive or 
narrative writing 
 

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  

 
50% of GCSE 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
  
Section A: Reading: One non-fiction 
text and one literary non-fiction text 
  
Section B: Writing: Writing to present 
a viewpoint 

Non-examination Assessment:  
Spoken Language 

  
This involves: 

 presenting 

 responding to questions and 
feedback 

 use of Standard English 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 

19th-century novel  
 

40% of GCSE 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 Shakespeare 

 The 19th-century novel 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry  
 

 

60% of GCSE 

Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes 

  Modern texts 

 Poetry 

 Unseen poetry 

English 

Literature: 
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Maths GCSE (Core curriculum; studied by all students) 

There are two main routes, foundation and higher. For those students aiming to attain the highest we also 

offer Further Maths which is a staging post to A  The maths teacher will recommend which route you are to 

follow based on your  

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA    Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Information: 

Mathematics is not an option subject and everyone must study it at GCSE.  

GCSE maths incorporates the topics studied in the national curriculum up to the end of key stage 3 and    

extends them. You will learn a variety of strategies and skills which will gain you a GCSE qualification in 

maths and enable you to cope with the mathematical demands of both everyday life and your courses in 

other subject  areas.  

The course is very much based around using and applying maths, with problem solving being a key skill.   

Understanding and knowledge will be built across the four attainment areas of number, algebra, geometry 

and data. 

 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 
 
The course is entirely assessed by three examinations that take place in the summer of year 11.  

 
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
 
In maths we have a very high number of students who go on to study maths beyond GCSE. A grade 5 GCSE 

pass is a required component for most A-level courses and whose who attain below Level 4 will be 

required to sit a maths course at college. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr D. White - Head of Maths 

dwhite@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dwhite@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk
mailto:dwhite@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk
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Combined Science GCSE: This will be studied by all students who do not opt for separate science 

Please note that you can choose to use additional time (one option block) to study the additional content 
required to convert the ’Combined Science’ GCSEs into three separate science GCSEs,  

one each in chemistry, physics and biology. This page details what is studied under the core curriculum (i.e. 
with no additional option time required) and is the equivalent of 2 GCSEs. 

and does not require any option slots as it is part of the core curriculum  

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 

This course leads to the student gaining two science GCSEs. You will gain knowledge of science in the three areas of 
science, biology, chemistry and physics. As you go through the course you will gain a broader knowledge of study that 

adds to your understanding of the living, material and physical worlds.  

This course also develops valuable life skills such as problem solving, investigative skills and learning through doing.  
 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

The topics that will be covered over the combined science course in each area are: 

 

You will be assessed in six formal written examinations: two biology, two chemistry and two physics to be taken at the 
end of year 11. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. The written 
exams are 1 hour 15 minutes for both foundation and higher tiers and are worth 70 marks. Each accounts for 16.7% 
of the GCSE.  
 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

By gaining two science GCSEs at grade 4 or above you will be able to apply for any science related course. To    

apply for A-Levels you will need grade 6 in science and there may be additional requirements in maths and English. 

All science GCSEs will allow you to access apprenticeships and trade related college courses such as mechanics,   
gaming, food technology, child care and public services to name just a few.  
 
For further information please contact: 
Dr Frost - Head of Science 

mfrost@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

 Cell biology 

 Organisation 

 Infection and response 

 Bioenergetics 

 Homeostasis and response 

 Inheritance, variation and evolution 

 Ecology 

 Atomic structure and the periodic 

table 

 Bonding, structure, and the properties 

of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of chemical 

change 

 Organic chemistry 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the atmosphere 

 Using resources 

 Forces 

 Energy 

 Waves 

 Electricity 

 Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure  
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Separate Science: This is a guided option and will use one of your four option slots in addition to your 

core science curriculum time hence is equivalent to three GCSE grades).  

Students can choose to use additional time (one option block) to study the additional content 
required to convert the ’Combined Science’ GCSEs into three separate science GCSEs,  

one each in Chemistry, Physics and Biology. 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 

The Triple science GCSE course gives you a solid knowledge of science in the three areas of science:  biology,      
chemistry and physics. As you go through the course you will gain a very broad and in-depth knowledge of study that 
adds to your understanding of the living, material and physical worlds.  
This course also develops valuable life skills such as problem solving, investigative skills and learning through doing. 

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

The topics that will be covered over the Separate Science course in each area are: 

 
You will be assessed in six formal end of year 11 written examinations : two biology, two chemistry and two physics. 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. The written exams are each 1 
hour 45 minutes, Higher Tier, worth 100 marks each and each one accounts for 50 % of GCSE. 
 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

Separate science GCSE qualifications can lead to a wide range of further education possibilities and exciting possible 
careers. The student that chooses separate science will be looking at using science in higher further study in A-Levels or 
apprenticeships and then gain access to university. You are expected to gain at least grade 4 in all the three  sciences 
and will be able to apply for any science related course; for A-Levels you must achieve grade 6 in the appropriate 
science and it is likely that equivalent grades will also be required in maths and/or English. Separate science GCSEs 
can be used in a wide range of careers such as engineering, medicine, dentistry, law, accountancy and veterinary  
science just to name a few. Good separate science qualifications can take you anywhere you want to go! 
 
For further information please contact: 
Dr Frost - Head of Science 

mfrost@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

 Cell biology 

 Organisation 

 Infection and response 

 Bioenergetics 

 Homeostasis and  
response 

 Inheritance, variation and evolu-
tion 

 Ecology 

 Atomic structure and the periodic 
table 

 Bonding, structure, and the proper-
ties of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of chemical 
change 

 Organic chemistry 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the  
atmosphere 

 Using resources 

 Forces 

 Energy 

 Waves 

 Electricity 

 Magnetism and  
electromagnetism 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure 
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Core PE: 

All students have regular lessons of core PE each fortnight.  

 

Beliefs and ethics: 

All students will have core Beliefs and Ethics lessons following the AQA 

GCSE short course but will not be examined. 

 

Citizenship & Personal Development: 

All students will have core Citizenship, Personal Development, Health 

and Wellbeing and Sex and relationships lessons. 

 

Our curriculum also includes additional learning experiences which are 

delivered in a variety of ways including discrete lessons, standalone  

events and cross-curricular activities. This includes, for example,  

computing, relationships, sex and health education, climate change and 

sustainability. 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum: Options 

 

This is the non-compulsory element of the curriculum in Key Stage 4 which means that these are the      

subjects you can choose for your options.  

 

Remember that all students must study the core subjects as well as whichever options are chosen from this 

section.  

 

The information in the following pages is designed to give you an overview of what is expected in terms of 

course content and modes of study. More detailed information can be obtained from the teaching staff. It is 

very important that you understand what is required to be successful in each course before making your 

final options choices as you will be studying these courses for three years! 

 

 
*Please note that the Separate Sciences option is only available to a target group of     
students based on prior attainment in science, maths and English.  This will be discussed at 
your interview with a senior member of staff.   

Important information to consider! 

In line with national expectations we expect the vast majority of our students to study at 

least one subject from the following: history, geography or a foreign language. 

Subject Directed option* 

Art  & Design GCSE Separate Sciences 

Computer Science GCSE  

Drama GCSE  

Film Studies GCSE  

French GCSE   

Geography GCSE   

Health and Social Care (BTEC Tech Award)   

History GCSE  

Hospitality and Catering (Eduqas Tech Award)  

Music GCSE   

Music RSL Music Technology Award  

Photography GCSE   

Spanish GCSE   

Sport (BTEC Tech Award)   

Textiles GCSE  

Three Dimensional Design GCSE  
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Which pathway is right for me? 
 
All of your choices for the non-compulsory curriculum (your options) will be discussed during your interview. Our 

senior staff will help you to find an appropriate combination of subjects to enable you to achieve your full    

potential.  

 

You must consider the following questions very carefully as the answers will help you to make the right    

decisions about your future studies: 

 

 In which subjects have I achieved to a high standard? 

 In which subjects have I not achieved to a high standard? 

 Which subjects do I enjoy the most? 

 Do I feel that I have a particular talent for any group of subjects? For 

example, a science/maths subject, humanities (geography or history) the 

arts (drama, music, art) or languages (French). 

 Are there subjects that I need to study in order to help me in my       

proposed career? 

Remember that your choices will affect your future. It is essential that you 
make the choices that are right for you; do not base your decisions on what 

your friends have decided or what teacher you hope to get! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjroaH8z8jYAhVFaRQKHRPqAr8QjRwIBw&url=https://fyanono.wordpress.com/2015/02/16/make-the-right-choice/&psig=AOvVaw3REQj70nzl8zXQZvEzAQ4t&ust=1515509742936125
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHzZSG0MjYAhWBDxQKHXMuDbgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.nairaland.com/1486793/quick-tips-how-make-right&psig=AOvVaw3REQj70nzl8zXQZvEzAQ4t&ust=1515509742936125
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The library has a section dedicated to vocational, further and higher education information and you have access 

to Career Pilot which is a fantastic resource which has a lot of information about jobs and job sectors. 

 
Mrs Richards is our school’s Careers Adviser. She is available via hrichards@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk and 
can provide you and your parents/carers with information or show you where to find the information online. 

There is also lots of information on the ‘GCSE Options’ page on the school website. 

 
Your teachers are happy to talk to you about the key stage 4 courses running in your departments so do contact 
them via your school email address or Satchel One! There will also be lots of information shared by Mrs Hall 
during the Options Event on the 1st March at 6pm so make sure you attend or watch the recording afterwards! 

You will also have online access to our online ‘Subject Spotlights’.  

 
Your mentor and Mrs Thurston are always willing to talk to you about your plans for the future and any  

worries you might have about choosing your options! 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

It might seem like a very long way into the future but it is worth being aware that the choices you make now could affect 

your opportunities when you apply to university! 

If you have an idea of the degree subject you would like to study have a look at the entry requirements for that subject at 

university and then work backwards. Most universities will have websites where you can easily find this information or Mrs 

Richards would be happy to help you! 

If you need a particular subject to be accepted onto the degree course you are interested in it is likely that you will need to 

study that subject at A-level, in which case you should definitely be considering choosing that subject as a GCSE option! 

If you are not sure whether university is right for you it is good to have a good mix of subjects, including the academic  

subjects which form the EBac (remember that we expect virtually all of our students to study geography, history or a     

language such as French) and also any creative subjects you are interested in. This will help you to have a wider range of 

choices when you move to college and beyond. 

Where can I 
find the  

information I 
need? 

How could my 
option choices 

affect my  
future? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzucPr2NLYAhVJVhQKHY33An4QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AMap_symbol_info_point_02.png&psig=AOvVaw0z9zNwnffz5ArYkP46Q1Fz&ust=1515
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZvoKG2tLYAhWBFBQKHbHnBswQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.studying-in-england.org/how-to-apply-at-a-university-in-england/&psig=AOvVaw33vtEbGbRhK7tGsXfVEaIl&ust=1515856065
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The following pages contain infor-
mation about all of the subjects you 

can choose for your options.  

 
Please note that the courses offered by awarding  

bodies such as exam boards are reviewed periodically 
so this information is illustrative of what you can expect 

but may change as you progress through your course. 

 

Read each page carefully 
and choose wisely!! 
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Art & Design GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 

The Art and Design course will encourage you to: 

 actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as an 

effective and independent learner and as a critical and reflective thinker with an enquiring mind. 

 acquire and develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media,  

materials, techniques, processes and technologies with purpose and intent. This will include drawing, 

painting, print-making and ceramics as a core minimum. 

     develop knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in historical and  

 contemporary contexts, societies and cultures. 

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

 

Portfolio of Evidence (60% of assessment): You will produce: 

 a portfolio of practical work showing your personal response to either a centre- or learner-set starting 

point, brief, scenario or stimulus. 

 

Externally set task (40% of assessment): 

 Year 11 students have a term to work on a project linked to a theme set by the exam board. The  

conclusion is a single piece of art work created intensively over two full days. 

 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

Art & Design GCSE can lead to an AS or A level in Art & Design or a BTEC Level or equivalent. If you know 
the area of art, craft or design you want to specialise in you could study for the National Certification or 
National Diploma in Art & Design. There are a vast number of courses at university under the heading of art 

& design.  

 

Some possible careers in Art and Design are: advertising designer, animator, art therapist, ceramicist,     
corporate identity designer, editorial illustrator, electronic image designer, exhibition designer, fashion    
illustrator, fashion stylist, film director/producer, maker, fine art conservator, furniture designer, gallery   
administrator, illustrator, image animator, industrial designer, interior designer, landscape designer, lettering 
artist, magazine designer, model maker, photographer, printmaker, publicity designer, sculptor, silversmith/
jeweller, teacher, technical illustrator, theatre designer and typographer. 
 

For further information please contact: 

Miss Demetriou 
 kdemetriou@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  

The Art and Design GCSE course aims to encourage you to develop your knowledge, skills, and              
understanding along with creativity and imagination. You will show this through your responses to a range 
of visual and written stimuli. This course provides an opportunity for you to take a personal interest in why 

Art and Design matters and to be inspired and challenged by studying an exciting and stimulating course of 
study. You will have the opportunity to gain insight into the practices of individuals, organisations and     

creative and cultural industries. 
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Exam Board: OCR   

Website: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from2020/ 

Course Description: 

This course will be delivered through two units of work, and assessed through two written exams.  

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Programming: 

Students will be given the opportunity to undertake programming tasks, either to a specification or to solve a problem 

(or problems), during the course of study. Students may draw on some of the content in both components when       

engaged in Practical Programming. 

Possible Careers & Further Education: 

You should consider studying Computer Science if you would like to pursue this at A-level or at University (though it is 

possible to get onto these courses without a GCSE in the subject, the GCSE course will stand you in good stead), or if 

you are thinking about a career in computer programming, software engineering, web-site/app design/development, 

computer game development or cybersecurity. Apprenticeships are also available in IT, cybersecurity and other areas 

related to computing.  

For further information please contact: Ms Exelby: HExelby@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk or Mr White: 

dwhite@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  

Computer Science  

Computer Science is an engaging and practical course, which builds on the understanding of programming that stu-

dents established though there study of Computing in Year 8. The course is intended to encourage creativity and 

problem solving skills in programming. Students analyse problems in computational terms and devise solutions by de-

signing, writing, testing and evaluating problems. The course will also enable students to develop their understanding 

and application of the core concepts in Computer Science theory. This course is a mixture of programming and investi-

gating how computers work. An ability to spell and a willingness to problem solve are essential for programming. 

How it’s Assessed 

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

50% of total GCSE 

80 marks 

This is s non-calculator paper. 

All questions are mandatory. 

This paper consists of multiple choice questions, short     

response questions and extended response questions. 

Unit Over View 

Unit 1—J277/01: Computer systems 

This component will assess: 

1.1 Systems architecture 

1.2 Memory and storage  

1.3 Computer networks, connections and protocols 

1.4 Network security 

1.5 Systems software 

1.6 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental impacts of 

digital technology 

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes  

50% of total GCSE 

80marks 

This is s non-calculator paper. 

This paper has two sections: Section A and Section B.    

Students must answer both sections. 

All questions are mandatory. 

In section B, questions assessing students’ ability to write or 

refine algorithms must be answered using either the OCR 

Unit 2– J77/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and 

programming 

This component will assess: 

2.1 Algorithms 

2.2 Programming fundamentals  

2.3 Programming robust programs 

2.4 Boolean logic 

2.5 Programming languages and integrated development 

environments 
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Drama GCSE 

Exam Board: Eduqas  Website: www.eduqas.co.uk 

Course Description: 

As well as acting and design skills you must demonstrate that you can research, work well in a group,    

manage your time effectively, reflect upon and evaluate your own work (and that of others) and  analyse 

live productions.  Drama is not an easy GCSE but it is extremely rewarding and you can expect to gain 

much in terms of self-confidence and communication skills, as well as developing your knowledge and      

understanding of how drama and theatre is created and performed. 

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

Devising Theatre (Internally Assessed - 40% of the Qualification): 

In this unit you will be assessed on either acting or design. You will participate in the creation, development 

and performance of a piece of devised theatre using either the techniques of an influential theatre practi-

tioner or a genre in response to a stimulus set by the board. You must produce:  

 a realisation of your piece of devised theatre. 

 a portfolio of supporting evidence. 

 an evaluation of the final performance or design. 

Performing from a Text (Externally Assessed - 20% of Qualification): 

You will study two extracts from the same play and participate in a performance using sections from both 

extracts. You will be assessed against your acting or design skills. 

Interpreting Theatre (Written Examination, 90 Minutes, 40% of Qualification): 

You will answer a series of questions on a set text. In preparation you are encouraged to study your chosen 

text practically as a performer, designer and director. 

You will then be required to make and evaluate a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the 

course. 

 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

This course can lead to entry on an A level or BTEC Performing Arts course. Universities and employers look 

favourably upon students who can demonstrate a wide range of skills and drama can contribute much     

towards creating a ‘well-rounded individual’ for those who are prepared to work hard at it.  Drama GCSE 

does, however, demand a sensitive and considered approach as the success of group work depends upon 

the concentration and commitment of every student.   

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Stuteley 

rstuteley@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  

The Drama GCSE is an exciting, inspiring and practical course that promotes involvement in and  
enjoyment of drama, as performers and designers. Additionally it provides opportunities to  

attend live theatre performances and to develop skills as informed and 
thoughtful audience members. 
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Film Studies GCSE 

Exam Board: Eduqas  Website: www.eduqas.co.uk 

Course Description: 
You will develop your knowledge of US mainstream film by studying one film from the 1950s and one film 
from the later 70s and 80s, thus looking at two stages in Hollywood's development. In addition, you will 
study more recent films – a US independent film as well as films from Europe; including the UK, South Africa 
and Australia. Production is an important part of this specification and is integral to your study of film. Stud-
ying a diverse range of films from several different contexts is designed to give you the opportunity to ap-
ply your knowledge and understanding of how films are constructed to your own filmmaking and screenwrit-
ing.  
 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 

GCSE Film Studies aims to develop a knowledge and understanding of: 

· the ways in which meanings and responses are generated through film 

 · a contrasting, culturally diverse range of films from different national contexts  

· film as an aesthetic medium  

· how films reflect the social, cultural and political contexts in which they are made 

 · the relationship between film and film technology over time 

 
Component 1:  Key Developments in US film- External Exam, 90 minutes, 35% of the qualification. 
A comparative study of two genre films in context, the history of the film industry and study of film criticism 
written about a specified film. Example films: Singing in the Rain, Grease, E.T., Juno, Little Miss Sunshine 
 
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style- External Exam, 90 minutes, 35% 
of the qualification. 
Study of world cinema, including a British film, focusing on theories of narrative, aesthetics and               
representation. Example films: Attack the Block, District 9, Tsotsi, Skyfall 
 
Component 3: Production-Coursework, 30% of the qualification. 
You will create an individual production: either an 800-1000 word screenplay extract and shooting script, a 
two minute extract from the opening part of the film or an extract of the film which creates        suspense 
and tension. Production work will then be evaluated with a 750-850 word analysis. 
 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

This specification is designed to provide a foundation for subsequent study by encouraging you to explore, 

through formal study and your own productions, how films are constructed as well as the role the screenplay 

takes in the film production process. You will also develop a range of literacy, communication, analytical, 

production, IT and other transferable skills which will enable you to progress successfully to higher level 

study, whether that is in Film Studies, other related subjects or work environments. For those who do not want 

to progress further with the subject the specification provides a coherent, engaging and valuable course of 

study in itself. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Ms Copley 

bcopley@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

This course involves the study of key elements of film form and an exciting range of world cinema in      

social, historical and cultural context.  Alongside this academic study you will undertake a practical       

production of either a film script or a film sequence of your own. 
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French GCSE (please note that we expect the majority of our students to opt for either history, geography or a language) 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

 
Course Description: 
Throughout the GCSE course you will engage in a range of listening, reading, speaking, writing and     
grammar activities which will develop your language skills.   
The course is designed to develop communication skills in practical and realistic contexts. 

 
You will learn to communicate in the following contexts: 
 identity and culture 
 local, national, international and global areas of interest 
 current and future study and employment 

 

You will learn using the target language in small groups, individually or in whole class situations. You will 
participate actively in your learning, enjoy communicating and using problem-solving strategies to acquire 
knowledge independently. You will be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions in the target        
language and learn about the countries where the language is spoken.  

 
You are expected to complete a variety of homework tasks and assessment preparation to a standard 
which reflects the best of your ability and need to arrive at lessons with the appropriate equipment (books, 
folders, booklets and a French dictionary would also be useful!) with a ‘can-do’ attitude. 

 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 
The AQA GCSE French qualification consists of four externally examined papers which are taken at the end 
of Year 11. Each paper, listening, speaking, reading, writing, carries equal weighting of 25% and is availa-
ble at Foundation tier or Higher tier. 
 
In the listening and reading exams some questions will be in English with answers also in English and some 
questions will be in French with answers in French. The reading and writing exams will both contain a small 
element of translation.  
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
 
From international law to hospitality to media, language skills are both in demand and in short supply. These 
days with competition so fierce universities recognise languages as an asset and many courses offer an inter-
national element to continue to study a language alongside their other studies. Students could progress to 
study A level French or the International Baccalaureate.  
Even a small amount of foreign language learning can make a huge difference to a person’s employment 
prospects and enjoyment of your job.  
Languages also promote empathy, intercultural respect and understanding.  
 
For further information please contact: 
Miss Cunniffe 
KCunniffe@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

An engaging and inspirational course of study that will enable you to manipulate and use the French      
language effectively, independently and creatively, so that you have a solid basis from which to progress 
to A level or employment. You will develop your ability to communicate with French native speakers in both 
speech and writing across a variety of contexts and will also develop a greater awareness of the culture of 

French-speaking communities and countries. 
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Geography GCSE (please note that we expect the majority of our students to opt for either history, geography 

or a language) 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 

The GCSE course has three components: 

1) Living with the physical environment which includes studying: 

 the challenge of natural hazards 

 the living world 

 physical landscapes in the UK 

2)  Challenges in the human environment which includes studying: 

 urban issues and challenges 

 changing economic world 

 the challenge of resource management  

3)  Geographical applications, Geographical Fieldwork & Geographical skills. This unit includes a visit to 
St. Ives to complete both physical and human fieldwork. 
 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 

The course is assessed via three written exams taken at the end of Year 11: 

 two lasting 1 hour 30 mins 

 one lasting 1 hour 15 mins 

All exams contain marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Questions types include: multiple-choice, short answer, levels of response and extended prose. 
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
Cartographer, surveyor, environmental consultant, planning and development surveyor, teacher, town    
planner, nature conservation, engineering, author, international aid/development worker, landscape       
architect, tourism industry, transport planner, sustainability consultant, utility specialist, journalist,               
environmental law, weather forecaster, emergency planner, forestry management, agriculture, hydrology, 
logistics, armed forces. 
 
For further information please contact:  
Mrs Jones - Head of Humanities 

aowen@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

 

You will travel the world from your classroom, exploring case studies in the UK, higher  
income countries, newly emerging economies and lower income countries. Topics of study  
include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the  

challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to understand your role in society by 
considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes. 
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Health & Social Care (BTEC Tech Award) 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel  Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com 

 

Course Description: 

The BTEC Health and Social Care course has been developed to: 

 give you the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the health and social care 

sector. 

 give you a more focused understanding of health and social care through the selection of optional    

specialist units. 

 give you the opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques, through the selection of 

units that are essential for successful performance in working life. 

 give opportunities for you to achieve a nationally recognised level 1 health and social care            

qualification. 

 support progression into a more specialised vocational or academic course or into an apprenticeship. 

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 
Two of the three units are internally assessed.  One unit is externally assessed via controlled assessment and 
is worth 40% of the final mark. Health and Social Care students are encouraged to produce assignments in 
a variety of forms including written reports, graphs and posters, along with projects, performance           
observation and time-constrained assessments. We also set practical tasks, visit care homes, and invite    
parents with toddlers to join us for realistic training scenarios.  
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
Following completion of the BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care successful candidates will be able 

to enter initial employment, at a junior level, in occupational therapy or social work. 

The achievement of the BTEC Tech Award has the equivalence of 1 GCSE graded 9-1. If you achieve an 
overall pass grade or better in the BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care it is possible for you to  
progress to a higher level qualification such as the Level 3 BTEC National Diploma in Health and Social 
Care or to additional studies at Level 2, such as an NVQ. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Miss Hickman 
vhickman@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care has been developed to provide an  
engaging vocational introduction to the sector, providing the knowledge, understanding and skills needed 
when considering employment in the health and social care sector. It provides you with opportunities to link 
education and the world of work in engaging, relevant and practical ways, supporting the development of 

transferable interpersonal skills including problem solving, independent study and thinking skills. 

 Title Level Assessment 

1 
Human Lifespan 

Development 
1/2 Internal 

2 
Health & Social Care  

Services and Values 
1/2 Internal 

3 Health and Wellbeing 1/2 External 
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History GCSE (please note that we expect the majority of our students to opt for either history, geography or a 

language) 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 
GCSE History includes exciting topics for today’s world that will help you to gain new insights into the world 

around you whilst developing skills such as investigation, evaluation and analysis. 

The subject content for GCSE History includes history from the following periods:  

 Medieval (500–1500) 

 Early Modern (1450–1750) 

 Modern (1700–present day) 

 Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship 

 Health and The People: c1000 to the present day 

 Conflict and Tension (1918-1939) 

 Elizabethan England, c.1568-1603 

 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 

This course is assessed via two written exams taken at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1 - Understanding The Modern World 

Paper 2 - Shaping The Nation 

 

British History forms a minimum of 40% of the assessed content 
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
Genealogy, inheritance law, solicitor/barrister, architect, restoration specialist, charity worker, armed  
forces, costume designer, auctioneer/antiques dealer, politics, economics, marketing, insurance,  
archaeologist, broadcast journalist, civil service, heritage preservation, historic buildings/conservation,   
museum/gallery curator, television presenter,   academic librarian, author, researcher, archivist, teacher, art 
expert, script consultant. 
 
For further information please contact:  
Mrs Jones - Head of Humanities 

aowen@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

Mrs Davey  
cdavey@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
Miss Hickman 

vhickman@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

History students are explorers of the past. Investigating politics, cultures, conflicts and much more. You will 
look at how things have changed over time and ‘connect the dots’ to better 

understand where we are today. Studying History at GCSE level enables you to develop your essay     
writing, communication and research skills, the ability to think objectively, and to  

present work in a confident and concise manner.  It also enables you to engage in  
fascinating and structured debate with your peers. These are all valuable skills and qualities that prove  

advantageous as you progress through further education and, indeed, life in general. 
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Hospitality and Catering (Eduqas Tech Award) 

Exam Board: Eduqas          Website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/ 

 

Course Description: 

Over the course of the three years you will learn to: 
 understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate 
 understand how hospitality and catering provisions meet health & safety requirements 
 know how food can cause ill health 
 be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements 
 understand the importance of nutrition when planning menus 
 understand menu planning 
 be able to cook quality dishes applying health and hygiene skills 

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

Unit 1: External Assessment; written examination 40% of qualification. 
Unit 2: Internal Assessment, research, prepare cook and present dishes 60% of qualification. 

 

Year 9 is spent developing your skills, knowledge and understanding through three projects:  

 Yes Chef! (Understanding health and safety, health and hygiene, personal preparation) 
 Soul Food (Understanding the science and provenance behind food dishes) 
 Foundation Project (A springboard project preparing students for the specification learnt in yr10) 

 

These assignments will develop your skills and confidence, preparing you for the internal assessment (Unit 2) 

which you will study in Year 10 with the written exam taking place in the June of Year 10. 

Year 11 will be spent preparing for your Unit 1 practical exam (including controlled assessment). 

Every fortnight there will be two theory lessons and two practical cooking tasks where you will develop 

an understanding of medium and high level skills (e.g. pastry, meringue and pasta making).  It is essential 

to be organised, equipped and prepared with ingredients for these lessons. 

 

Possible Careers & Further Education: 

This qualification provides a good introduction to a wide variety of careers in the hospitality and catering 

industry.  Careers could include; chef, dietician, nutritionist, restaurant manager, entrepreneur or working in 

a development test kitchen inventing and investigating new ideas for products of the future. 

Students may progress onto A Level Food Science and Nutrition, a Catering Diploma or enter into an       

apprenticeship. 

 
For further information please contact: 
Mrs Kersey or Mrs Sigrist Smith 

mkersey@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk or csigrist@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

csigristsmith@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk or csigrist@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

The hospitality and catering sector is one of the largest in Cornwall and is the fourth largest industry in   
Britain, including all businesses that provide food, drinks, and/or accommodation services. This includes   
restaurants,  hotels, pubs and bars in addition to airlines, tourist attractions, hospitals and sports venues.  
This qualification has been designed to equip you with understanding, skills and knowledge in the key    

elements of planning, preparation and production of restaurant quality dishes.  It is a suitable qualification 
for those who wish to progress to further education in catering or food nutrition, apprenticeships or even a 

part time job whilst studying other subjects. 
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Music GCSE 

 

Exam Board: OCR  Website: www.ocr.org.uk 

Course Description: 

GCSE Music provides a contemporary, accessible and creative music education, with an integrated          

approach to Performing, Composing and Listening & Appraising.  

 

GCSE Music is designed to appeal to, and cater for, a wide range of interests, instruments, personalities 

and directions. You will have the opportunity to further explore your own instrument, within genres and styles 

of your choice, as you choose and prepare your Solo and Ensemble Performance pieces and Integrated 

Composition.  The Listening and Appraising exam introduces you to a wide variety of genres, styles and   

traditions contained within the different Areas of Study. You will explore musical context, musical language, 

and develop music appreciation across a broad range of different music.  

*please note that it is highly advisable that you play an instrument and/or sing, receive regular instrumental    

tuition and regularly attend extra-curricular music ensembles in order to fully access the course.  

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

Possible Careers & Further Education: 

Learners who study the GCSE Music course will be able to continue to A-Level Music, A-Level Music        

Technology, BTEC and HND courses.  Achievement in the GCSE Music course will support your employment in 

a wide variety of different industries as it demonstrates a number of desirable employment skills. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Bradley-Metcalf—Director of Music 

abradley@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

The Music GCSE course gives you the opportunity to develop skills in performing,  
composing and listening to music. You will be encouraged to engage critically and  

creatively with a wide range of music in different styles, genres and traditions. 

Areas of Study (for the Listening Paper): 

AoS2: The Concerto Through Time 

AoS3: Rhythms of The World 

AoS4: Film Music  

AoS5: Conventions of Pop from 1950’s-Present Day 

 

Assessments completed in: 

Year 10: Integrated Portfolio  = 

Solo Performance and Free Composition 

 

Year 11: Practical Portfolio  

Ensemble Performance and OCR Set Brief         

Composition 
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Music RSL Music Practitioners Award in Music Technology 

The RSL Music Practitioners Award in Music Technology gives you the opportunity learn about a variety of 

different music technology practices – from using a DAW, sound recording, sequencing and production. You 

will also develop important practical skills that are vital in the modern music industry, exploring a wide 

range of different musical genres and styles through listening and appraising, performance, recording,    

sequencing and production activities.                                                                                        

This qualification is for you if you would like to understand more about the current music industry! 

Exam Board: RSL  Website: www.rslawards.com/vocational/music-practitioners 

Course Description: 

The course has two internally assessed projects and one that’s externally assessed: 

Year 10 Assessment 

Music Knowledge Development: 4 credits (Internally assessed) 

Aim:  to build musical knowledge about music using the appropriate industry & theoretical language.  

You will study musical styles and the various distinctive traits that comprise them, building a wider knowledge of 
contemporary music. This knowledge will be demonstrated through the ability to identify and analyse the key   
stylistic and musical elements within different styles of contemporary music.  

Sound Recording: 8 credits (Internally assessed) 

Aim: to introduce the sound recording process through developing, planning and undertaking the recording of a 
piece of music. You will be shown the skills needed to record effectively and understand the principles behind the 
recording process. You will be given the opportunity to learn mixing techniques and then apply these to your own 
recorded work.  

Year 11 Assessment 

Music Sequencing and Production: 8 credits (Externally assessed) 

Aim: to develop skills in using music sequencing software.  

The aim of the unit is to produce a 3-5 minute composition, following a set criteria given through an RSL industry 
standard brief. You will explore skills required to produce and manipulate sound using specialist music software 
and DAWs. 

Possible Careers & Further Education: 

The practical skills and knowledge you gain through the RSL Music Practitioners Award in Music Technology  will 

provide a sound basis for progression to further study of this sector. This could be to A-levels, BTEC Nationals, RSL 

Awards or HND courses.  

 

Music Knowledge     
Development 

 

4 Credits 
Internally Assessed 

 

Sound Recording 
 

8 Credits 
Internally Assessed 

Music Sequencing and             

Production  
 

8 Credits 

Externally Assessed 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Bradley-Metcalf—Director of Music 

abradley@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
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Photography GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 
In this course great emphasis is put on your individual learning journey.  You will direct your own creative 
path in order to realize your intentions and hence will learn developmental and processing techniques     
related specifically to that required to achieve the outcome.  All students are required to learn about the 
work of others and, through your investigations, you will learn about the creative process via thematic      
enquiry, developing your creative ability to express your own ideas and feelings.  
You will continuously develop your ability to record observations, experiences and ideas and your ability to 
analyse and evaluate creative works.  You will develop your ability to use a range of tools, techniques and 
processes related to manual and digital creation of photographic art works.  
 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 
This GCSE is made up of 60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment.  All project work is collated 
in sketchbooks which are submitted as your coursework.  In Year 9 you produce coursework which is later 
submitted as “supplementary evidence”. In Year 10 you will produce your “extended project” coursework 
(which is where most of the assessment data is drawn from).  After Christmas in Year 11 you are given your 
exam paper which has a choice of starting points determined by the exam board.  After choosing one of 
these starting points you are given a term to prepare a supporting portfolio before creating a final piece 
during a 10 hour exam (taken over two school days before the main exam season starts).  All work 
(coursework and exam) is assessed using the same four assessment objectives. These can be summed up as 
follows: 
AO1 – Cultural/Contextual reference: an assessment of your ability to independently develop ideas through        
exploratory investigations; and an assessment of your ability to perform analysis, showing an understanding of visual 
language through the literal, metaphoric and constructional aspects of other artists’ work. 
AO2 – Development: an assessment of your ability to experiment and explore visual concepts by refining and     
perfecting, learning through exploration and play; and an assessment of your ability to purposefully select and use 
appropriate materials, tools and techniques in the production of your products. 
AO3 – Observation: an assessment of your ability to record ideas through photographs, annotations and drawings. 
AO4 – Final outcomes: an assessment of your ability to create meaningful final products.  

 
It is not necessary to own your own digital camera in order to participate in this course.  This coursework is 
time-consuming due to its nature so, throughout the course, you need to be consistent in your attendance, in 
your motivation to create high quality coursework, and in your organisational skills. 
The course is really suitable for students who are creative, enthusiastic and imaginative, willing to think 
deeply about why creative works are produced, able to sustain long-term investigative projects, willing to 
experiment and take risks in your work, able to critically reflect on your work, review your progress and 
make improvements. Each year you will be required to present work in an A4 hardback sketchbook (£4) 
and produce homework in an A5 paperback sketchbook (£1), making the total cost of materials £15.  

 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
Photography can be used to link to career paths including photography, illustration, graphic design, web 
design, film, and animation.  The course provides students with good grounding in the creative process and a 
contextual understanding of art; it can be used to provide you with a rounded and well-balanced skill set, 
even if you have no intention of pursuing creative courses beyond GCSE level education.  
Photography can be used to lead to Level 3 courses in Photography, Art and Design and a range of other 
digital media courses at college.  After studying at Level 3, you may then go onto Foundation Art or HND 
courses or progress directly to degree level courses at university.  
 

For further information please contact: Mr Foulds       bfoulds@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  

 The Photography GCSE course is designed like a foundation art course and is intended to be diagnostic in 
helping you to find your own creative style. You will work on extended projects in which you will draw    

influence from other artists, helping to develop your contextual understanding of the subject and providing 
a stimulus to feed into the development of your own images.  

mailto:bfoulds@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk
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Spanish GCSE (please note that we expect the majority of our students to opt for either history, geography or a language) 

 

Exam Board: AQA  Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 
 
Throughout the GCSE course you will engage in a range of listening, reading, speaking, writing and 
grammar activities which will develop your language skills.  The course is designed to develop your          

communication skills in practical and realistic contexts. 

 

You will learn to communicate in the following contexts: 

 identity and culture 

 local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 current and future study and employment 
 
You will learn using the target language in small groups, individually or in whole class situations. You will 
participate actively in your learning; enjoy communicating and using problem-solving strategies to acquire 
knowledge independently.  You will be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions in the target    
language and learn about the countries where the language is spoken.  
 
You should only consider taking Spanish if you are prepared to devote a lot of extra time and effort to 
this subject given the demanding nature of learning a new language to GCSE level in only three years. 
Commitment so far in languages will be taken into account. You are expected to complete a variety of 
homework tasks and assessment preparation on time and to a standard which reflects the best of your 
ability.  You are expected to arrive at lessons with appropriate equipment (books, folders, booklets and 
a Spanish dictionary would also be useful!) and have a ‘can-do’ attitude, demonstrating resilience during 
what will be a highly challenging yet rewarding option course! 
 
Course Content and Assessment Format: 
 
The AQA GCSE Spanish qualification consists of four externally examined papers which are taken at the 
end of Year 11. Each paper, listening, speaking, reading, writing, carries equal weighting of 25% and is 
available at Foundation tier or Higher tier. 
In the listening and reading exams some questions will be in English with answers also in English and some 
questions will be in Spanish with answers in Spanish. The reading and writing exams will both contain a 
small element of translation.  
 
Possible Careers and Further Education: 
 
From international law to hospitality to media, language skills are both in demand and in short supply. 
These days with competition so fierce universities recognise languages as an asset and many courses offer 
an international element to continue to study a language alongside their other studies. Students could pro-
gress to study A level Spanish or the International Baccalaureate.  
Even a small amount of foreign language learning can make a huge difference to a person’s employment 
prospects and enjoyment of your job.  
Languages also promote empathy, intercultural respect and understanding.  
 
 
For further information please contact: 
Miss Cunniffe 
KCunniffe@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

An engaging and inspirational course of study that will enable you to manipulate and use the Spanish    
language effectively, independently and creatively, so that you have a solid basis from which to progress 
to A level or employment. You will develop your ability to communicate with Spanish native speakers in 

both speech and writing, studying across a variety of contexts and developing a greater awareness of the 
culture of Spanish-speaking communities and countries. 
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Sport (BTEC Tech Award) 

Exam Board: Pearson  Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Course Description: 

This BTEC Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied knowledge and 

skills. You will explore the different types and providers of sport and physical activity as well as the equip-

ment and technology available. Building on this, you will look at individuals’ differing needs to gain an un-

derstanding of how to increase participation in sport while further developing your knowledge and under-

standing of anatomy and physiology in a contextualised way. Knowledge and skills for planning and deliv-

ering sports activity sessions for participants in practical sessions will also be applied. In addition this qualifi-

cation enables learners to develop sector-specific skills such as sport analysis and sports leadership and per-

sonal skills such as communication, planning, time management and teamwork through a practical and skills-

based approach to learning and assessment.  

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

You will study the following three components; 

  Component 1: Preparing participants to take part in sport and physical activity (Pearson-set assignment, 

internally assessed, 30% of the qualification)  

  Component 2: Taking part and improving other participants’ sporting performance (Pearson-set assign-

ment, internally assessed, 30% of the qualification)  

 Component 3: Developing fitness to improve other participants’ performance in sport and physical activity 

(External synoptic exam, 1.5 hours, 40% of the qualification) 

 

You will learn through a range of methods such as whole-class interactive teaching, teacher exposition, 

group work, exploratory activities, investigations and textbooks and worksheets. We expect you to bring 

the correct kit for practical lessons and come prepared for theory lessons, behaving appropriately to create 

a purposeful learning environment. The only entry requirements for the course are that you have an interest 

in both the theoretical and practical aspects of sport & physical education.  

Full participation in all lessons is essential., as is the willingness to have a go at new sports and activities. 

Teaching is in mixed gender groups based on option choices. If you are not a regular participant in PE les-

sons this will not go in your favour!  

 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

This course is suitable for those students who wish to go on to study level 3 courses such as BTEC Sport and 

Exercise Sciences, Exercise and Fitness and Sports Coaching. A-level PE would also be a suitable progression 

route. Career opportunities exist in all sports, leisure and fitness industries including coaching, teaching, 

strength and conditioning, personal training, sports development, sports nutrition and physiotherapy. Further-

more potential careers exist in most public services e.g. Fire Service, Police, Royal Air Force, British Army and 

Royal Navy in addition to all careers where it is expected that employees are fit and healthy.  

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Ball via tball@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport is for learners who want to enhance and develop 

their knowledge, skills and understanding of Physical Education, sport and physical activity. The course pro-

vides a range of opportunities to acquire sector-specific knowledge and skills through varying different 

contexts. The course will be a balanced combination of both theoretical and practical lessons, as well as an 
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Textiles GCSE 

 

Exam Board: AQA Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 

You will learn to: 

 recognise, understand and apply visual language e.g. line, tone, shape etc. 
 recognise, understand and apply construction techniques e.g. pattern cutting, seams, hems, darts.  
 recognise, understand and apply decorative techniques e.g. screen printing, free machine techniques 
 understand and follow the creative journey 
 research, plan and make final products through exploring artists, designers and trying new skills/

ideas 
 make work that is personal, meaningful and unique to you 
 
Course Content/Assessment Format: 
 
Component 1: Portfolio:  Internally assessed, 60% of the qualification. 
Component 2: Practical Exam: External assessment, 40% of the qualification. 
 
Year 9 is spent developing your skills, knowledge and understanding through three areas:  
 Fashion: Exploring influential designers; you will make your own garment 
 Textiles Art: Exploring textile artists and decorative textile techniques 
 Live Brief: You will work with a local boutique or artist/gallery to understand industry practice 
 
These projects will develop your skills and confidence, preparing you for Years 10 and 11.  
In Year 10 you will complete two extended projects, one of which will be submitted for your portfolio of 
work. The brief will allow you to personalise your work, taking your project into a direction of your own 
choosing. In the final term you will be given a mock exam brief; complete proprietary work, then make 
your final piece over the course of two days, in the Textiles classroom, where you will be assessed on the 
practical skills for the exam. 
 
Year 11 will be spent choosing and improving work for your portfolio. In January you will be given the 
design brief for your final exam. You are expected to independently complete your preparatory sketch-
book work before sitting the practical exam which generally takes place after the Easter break. 
 
The course requires 3 sketch books (2xA4 and 1xA3 in size) a folder to store work and a black fine liner 
pen. These resources will be used throughout the year and are available from the department for a total 
cost of £10. 
 
Possible Careers & Further Education: 
A wide variety of careers in fashion, textiles and retail are available. It is ideal for students wanting to 
be a self employed artist/crafts person or those seeking a career in the fashion or sportswear industry in 
design/stylist/marketing/PR/fashion photography/fashion business & retail. Students may progress onto 
A Level/Degree courses in a creative subject such as fashion, surface pattern, sportswear, art etc. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Mrs Kersey or Mrs Sigrist-Smith 
mkersey@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk or csigristsmith@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

This is an extremely exciting course aimed at those of you who feel passionate about exploring creative 

techniques and the creative process. You will enjoy researching artists, fashion designers and new skills in 

order to give you ideas. At KS3 you probably loved designing and using the sewing machine; maybe you 

wanted to know more about how to make your own clothes or develop textile pieces of art? If you would 

like to work in an inspiring and creative atmosphere with people who also have these interests then this 

could be the course for you, researching artists/designers, experimenting with art and textiles techniques/

processes and then designing your own textile products! 
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Three Dimensional Design GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA Website: www.aqa.org.uk 

Course Description: 
In this course great emphasis is put on your individual learning journey.  You direct your own creative     
journey in order to produce a three dimensional product. You will learn a variety of manufacturing        
techniques and processes related specifically to your intended product.  All students are required to learn 
about the work of others and, through your investigations, will learn about the creative process and develop 

your ability to express your own ideas and feelings.  

 

Course Content and Assessment Format: 

60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment.  All project work is collated in an A3 portfolio which is 
submitted as your coursework.  In Year 9 you will undergo mini skill building projects which may later be 
submitted as “supplementary evidence”. In Year 10 you produce your “extended project” coursework (which 
is where most of the assessment data is drawn from).  After Christmas in Year 11 you are given your exam 
paper which has a choice of starting points determined by the exam board.  After choosing one of these 
starting points you are given a term to prepare a supporting portfolio before  creating a final piece during 
a 10 hour practical exam (taken over two school days before the main exam season starts).  All work 

(coursework and exam) is assessed using the same four assessment objectives: 

AO1 – Cultural/Contextual reference: an assessment of your ability to independently develop ideas 
through exploratory investigations; and an assessment of your ability to perform analysis, showing an under-

standing of visual language through the literal, metaphoric and constructional aspects of other artists’ work. 

AO2 – Development: an assessment of your ability to experiment and explore visual concepts by refining 
and perfecting, learning through exploration and play; and an assessment of your ability to purposefully 

select and use appropriate materials, tools and techniques in the production of your products. 

AO3 – Observation: an assessment of your ability to record ideas through photographs, annotations and 

drawings. 

AO4 – Final outcomes: an assessment of your ability to create meaningful final products.  

This coursework is time-consuming due to its nature so, throughout the course, you need to be organised,   
independent and highly motivated in order to create high quality coursework. The course is suitable for   
students who are creative, enthusiastic and imaginative, willing to think deeply about why creative works are 
produced, able to sustain long-term investigative projects, willing to experiment and take risks in your work, 

able to critically reflect on your work, review your progress and make improvements.  

 

Possible Careers and Further Education: 

Three dimensional design can be used to link to career paths including product design, jewellery design,  
architecture and engineering.  The course provides you with a good grounding in the creative process and a 
contextual understanding of art; it can be used to provide a rounded and well balanced skill set, even for 

students who have no intention of pursuing creative courses beyond GCSE level education.  

Three Dimensional Design can be used to lead to Level 3 courses in Art and Design, and a range of other 
Product design-based courses at college.  After studying at Level 3 you may then go onto Foundation Art or 

HND courses or progress directly to degree level courses at university.  

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Archer 

narcher@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

This is an exciting opportunity to get creative and hands on as the course has been designed to give you an 

opportunity to produce three dimensional products. You will use artist research, drawings and practical   

experimentation to create ideas which will then be developed into a final concept. 
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