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Belonging...

Year 7 Camp

Our Year 7 camps this year were an absolute 
blast! It is always such a great opportunity for our 
new Year 7 students to make new friends and 
spend time getting to know their House Leaders.
Students were full of excitement when they 
arrived at school on the day of their camp, eager 
to board the buses and get going!  Their first stop 
was at the Eden Project where they were able 
to explore the biomes and learn about some 
incredible plants and the environments that they 
live in.  They had so much fun looking around 
and it was brilliant to hear new friendships being 
formed throughout the day. 

Their next stop was Plymouth Aquarium where 
they were treated to an exciting overnight stay 
‘sleeping with the sharks’ - complete with a 
movie and midnight snack in front of the biggest 
tank! 

Up early the next morning, our students enjoyed 
breakfast overlooking the water, before heading 
to Plymouth Bowl for a couple of games and 
lunch.  The students happily challenged their 
House Leaders showing off their brilliant bowling 
skills, before heading back to school tired, but 
with many new friends, ready to tell their families 
about their adventures. 

Camp is always a great ‘getting-to-know-you’ 
experience for both staff and students. Year 7 
have made such an amazing start to their time 
with us and we look forward to watching them 
grow in confidence throughout their years at 
HDS!



Confidence...



Enrichment...



Friendship...



Educate...

Curriculum Framework Logos

Our school curriculum embodies everything 
that we do at Humphry Davy school and 
incorporates four strands:

Who I am: incorporating our beliefs, values, 
skills, character, emotions and dispositions. 

What I know: including what we learn in lessons, 
our choice of subjects, cultural capital, how 
we build on what we know when learning 
something new, checking what we know via 
different forms of assessment and working 
towards what is required for the next stage in 
our lives. 

Where I belong: all forms of belonging such as 
home and school life, the local community, 
Cornwall and the South West, our national and 
global identity, culture, social responsibility, 
democracy, equality, solidarity, caring for 

others and making sure that change happens 
when it is needed.

Our future: our personal future including our 
aspirations, next steps at age 16, life goals 
and motivation. Also our global future: our 
place in society, environmental impact and 
sustainability. 

Following a competition where our students 
decided what images best represent each 
aspect of our curriculum framework we are 
proud to present the logos that were created 
based on the winning competition entries.  

These logos will be used around the school 
and in our news stories so please look out for 
them to see how everything we do enriches 
our curriculum here at Humphry Davy School! 
Congratulations again to our competition 
winners and thank you for inspiring our logo 
designs!



Educate... Imagination...

Library Induction, Treasure Hunt and Bookbuzz

As an introduction to HDS library, all our Year 7’s 
take part in a library induction.  After learning 
about how the library works, students take part 
in a fun treasure hunt around the library.  With 
prizes for the winning team, it’s was great to see 
everyone getting involved. 

Year 7s have also had the opportunity to take 
part in the BookTrust’s ‘Bookbuzz’ programme.  
The aim of the programme is to get children 
reading and, with 17 titles on offer, we are 

delighted to be able to offer a free book to 
all our Year 7 students.  All titles will also be 
available to borrow from HDS library where we 
welcome all students to browse, borrow, read 
and explore the vast range of other books and 
magazines on offer! 

If you need any further assistance with the 
library please do speak with our librarian Ms 
Atkins.

Have fun reading!

Visits from Authors
  
On Monday 26th September, author Lou Abercrombie gave an 
inspiring talk to all our Year 7 students about her love of maths, Lord 
Byron, open water swimming and her experience of freediving. 
We learnt that the Freediving World Record was an incredible 24 
minutes 37.36 seconds!

All these life experiences provided inspiration for her fictional 
books, ‘Fig Swims the World’ and her new book: ‘Coming Up for 
Air’. With a background in maths, Lou has also written ‘Amazing 
Maths: Numbers and shapes are all around you’. 

Lou finished her presentation with chapter reading from her 
latest book and Q & A. She stayed behind for breaktime to give 
students the opportunity to purchase books and talk further about 
the writing process. 

Lou kindly donated several of her books to HDS library and they 
have already, eagerly been taken out, if any students would like 
to borrow one of her books, please visit the library to place a 
reservation!



Collaborate...

Make Some Noise!
 
We were delighted to welcome pupils from 
our local primary schools to take part in our 
fundraising ‘Make Some Noise’ day this term! 
Young students from across Penwith came 
together to learn the classic White Stripes 
song ‘7 Nation Army’. For some students this 
was their first time picking up a guitar or a 
pair of drumsticks and each and every one of 
them absolutely rocked it! The song was then 
performed by the massive 60-piece band who 
certainly proved they could Make Some Noise! 
We were so impressed by the fantastic musical 
talent and hope you all had a brilliant day!



Collaborate... Community...



Aspire...

Careers Fair
 
We’ve had a fabulous day at our annual 
Careers Fair.  With every student able to engage 
with a huge range of employers and education 
providers, there was certainly a ‘buzz’ in the air!  

Many thanks to all of the exhibitors for providing 
a wonderful and inspirational experience for 
all our students. It was great to see so many 
engaging opportunities; enabling all students 
from Year 7 upwards to think about their future 
life goals and find out more about how to 
reach them. 

It was also fantastic to see so many of our 
parents and carers taking the opportunity to 
visit the event with their children after school.

What an amazing day!



Discover...Aspire...



Inspire...

Headteachers Reflections

With the changing leaf colours and increasingly 
unsettled weather, autumn is clearly upon 
us as we head into half term; a time of great 
change. But whilst the seasons may change, my 
experience this term of the Year 7 Performance 
Evenings, Open Days, ‘Make Some Noise’, 
Careers Fair, sports fixtures and more, all serve 
to remind of the constant that runs through all 
we do here at Humphry Davy School: creating 
a sense of belonging, a community where 
everyone feels valued and has something 
to contribute and where we always aim for 
excellence and to be the best that we can be.  
Music is a fantastic vehicle to achieve all of these, 
and I was so proud to see every year 7 giving their 
all and singing their hearts out on Wednesday 
evening. As those of you in attendance will 
recall, we witnessed a wonderful moment of 
camaraderie as a performance did not quite 
flow ‘as planned’, resulting in amazing resilience 
and the completion of a superb performance 
– the mutual support amongst students was just 
energising and so lovely to see! 

The sense of community, belonging and the 

respectful relationships between staff and 
students also result in academic outcomes to be 
celebrated, as confirmed with the publication 
of the 2022 School Performance Tables this 
week. My congratulations once again to our 
Year 11 Leavers for their achievements, all 
despite the disruptions experienced over the 
past few years. Our current Year 11 have their 
mock examinations after half term and if they 
follow the guidance of staff and seek support 
when needed, the evidence would suggest 
they are well placed to succeed too! 

So whilst the seasons may change, we will 
always be here to support all our students and 
families associated with HDS and thanks to the 
wonderful staff team I am blessed to work with, 
we will find a way to navigate the challenges 
and enable your children to succeed. 

Enjoy a fantastic half term break! 

Mr Marshall 
Headteacher 

Meet our Senior Students! 

Congratulations to our 
elected senior students!  For 
this academic year we have 
appointed five senior students 
who were selected by a rigorous 
recruitment process involving 
students, teaching staff, the 
leadership team and the 
governing body.  

Our Senior Students lead the 
Prefect Team. These prestigious 
posts are not undertaken lightly 
and our Senior Students show 
admirable skill in balancing their 
GCSE preparations with their 
role. In addition to representing 

the school at different events and being ambassadors for 
Humphry Davy Students, their work also includes advising on 
the strategic direction of the school by providing input to the 
Leadership Team and the Governing Body. 

We are so proud to have you representing our school!



Respect...

Maritime Week

A group of Year 9 students had the amazing 
opportunity to visit the Scillonian III this term to 
celebrate ‘Maritime Week’.

Students were greeted on board by the Captain 
and other crew members and given a short talk 
about what the Isles of Scilly Steamship group 
offers and all the different branches of the 
Organisation.

Students were then given a tour of the vessel 
which included going down to the engine 
room, looking around the Galley, sitting in the 
crew mess as well as visiting the bridge where 
they were shown all their equipment including 
radar and digital and paper maps. They also 
took turns sitting in the Captain’s chair!

Queen Elizabeth II - Memorial Service
 
Members of the Penzance community  
gathered on Sunday 18th September at 
St Mary’s church for a very special service 
commemorating Queen Elizabeth II.

Our senior prefects were invited to lay a rose 
on the book of condolences and to receive 
a commemorative candle. It was a beautiful 
service which reflected on the late Queen’s 
service, relationships, community and the 
future.

The late Queen was a role model and  
inspiration; promoting a sense of pride 
and belonging; serving and strengthening 
communities across the Union and 
Commonwealth; encouraging us all to aspire 
to the same and to be the best that we can 
be. 

Thank you ma’am.



Environment...

Geography Fieldwork

This term, our Year 10 geographers had the 
opportunity to experience ‘Geography outside 
of the classroom’ and take part in a field trip to 
St. Ives.  Students conducted human fieldwork, 
investigating whether Wharf Road should 
be permanently pedestrianised.  They also 
undertook physical fieldwork, investigating the 
impact of Porthmeor’s changing beach profile  
on coastal properties. 

The students had lots of fun, were great 
ambassadors for the school, and produced a 
very high standard of work.  

Well done Year 10!



Explore...



Performance...

Year 7 Performance Evening

Our Year 7 students have been working really 
hard this term ahead of their ‘Year 7 Performance 
Evening’.  This annual event is a celebration of 
the musical spirit of Humphry Davy School and 
is one of the first opportunities for our new Year 
7s to experience the joy of taking part and 
performing in a live concert!

All of their hard work paid off, coming together 
in a wonderful evening where every student 
got the chance to sing with their peers in a very 
large choir!   Accompanied by our wonderful 
peripatetic music tutors, our students performed 
‘Happy’ by Pharrell Williams, as well as the 
classic Beatles number ‘With a Little Help from 
My Friends’.   

The programme also featured  performances 
from the Year 7 and 8 band, as well as a solo 
from Year 7 singer Nell who received a standing 
ovation for her courageous performance of 
‘Time After Time’. The evening culminated with 
an amazing performance of ‘Another Brick in 
the Wall’ accompanied by a flurry of paper 
aeroplanes directed at any adult within range! 

A massive ‘well done’ to all the students who 
have worked so hard over the past seven weeks 
to put on this amazing performance. For many 
of them this was their first time performing to a 
live audience and we encourage all year 7 to 
seek out the many performance opportunities 
on offer at HDS.

You can see their amazing performances by 
clicking on the ‘news’ button on our website.



Talent...



Creativity...

Penlee Art Workshop

As part of the ‘Penlee Inspired 2023’ exhibition 
at Penlee House, Year 9 students took part in 
an artist workshop with Liz Howell.  The students 
were able to explore the idea of interpretation 
and sense of place; how artists bring their 
own ‘selves’ to what they produce; and how 
the process of being inspired allows for our 
individuality to come out on the page.

This was the first of three mini workshops, with 
the aim of creating a set of responses using 
a range of art media, techniques, and styles. 
During this first session students were recorded 
giving their verbal responses to the artworks 
from the collection which will be edited to form 
a collective sound piece. 

Inspired by the collections and exhibitions at 
Penlee House, the exhibition will be open to the 
public, so do go along and explore. 

You can find out more information about the 
exhibition on their website here:

 
https://www.penleehouse.org.uk/exhibition/
penlee-inspired-2023

HDS	Rewards	Shop	-	‘Charitable	Causes’
 
At Humphry Davy School we celebrate 
the amazing contribution our students 
make to our school community on a daily 
basis.  Our rewards system enables staff 
to reward our students with HD$s which 
can be used to make purchases in the 
HDS Reward Shop.  Located in the library, 
the Rewards Shop has many items for 
students to choose from!

Students can also choose to donate their 
HD$s to charitable causes and, currently 
can donate to the following charities; 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust , the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal, and  the Pakistan 
Floods Appeal.  

Our students have been very generous so 
far this term, donating £80 to the Cornwall 

Wildlife Trust and £150 to the Ukraine Humanitarian 
Appeal! 

Well done to all who have chosen to donate to 
charity in this way!  We are very proud of you!



Achieve...

Music Scholars
 
At HDS we pride ourselves on the standard and 
quality of our musicians and, to acknowledge 
this, every year we run auditions for students to 
be given the opportunity to become one of 
twelve ‘Music Scholars’.

This is a fantastic opportunity for any student 
who is passionate about music. Students face 
a rigorous application process, with a written 
application and performance in front of a 
judging panel. The process is an excellent ‘real 
life’ experience, giving them a taste of what it 
may be like to audition for a job in the music 
industry. 

Congratulations to our successful candidates 
who were presented with their unique ‘Music 
Scholar’ ties during assembly this term. We 
know that you will wear them with pride; we 

look forward to seeing you grow your musical 
talents and are excited to hear your wonderful 
performances. 

Students will now take part in weekly workshops 
throughout the year, working with a wide  
range of professional musicians, and having 
the opportunity to improve their skills. 

They will also take part in regular  
performances to increase their 
repertoire; including a ‘Music 
Scholars Tour’ where they will perform 
to various audiences, ranging from local  
primary schools, to ‘Helstonbury Festival’ 
and even Newquay’s famous ‘Boardmasters 
Festival’! 

You can view last years Boardsmasters 
performance on our website now just by 
heading over to our news stories section.



Participation...

Sport @ HDS

Rugby

The Year 8 rugby team took part in the Cornwall 
Schools tournament on Tuesday 11th October at 
Penrice Academy in St Austell. We started with 
a closely contested draw against The Roseland 
followed by a victory against Callington. Two 
narrow defeats then followed against Richard 
Lander and Truro School meaning that we 
finished third overall in our group. The afternoon’s 
games pitched us against teams that had 
also finished third in their respective pools. Our 
games against Saltash and Newquay Tretherras 
finished even and we lost to Brannel and St Ives. 
Played in great conditions throughout the day, 
the standard of rugby was excellent.  Well done 
to all players involved.

U16 Hockey Tournament 

Students travelled to Penair School this term to 
take part in an under 16 hockey tournament.  
The girls played some wonderful hockey, 
finishing the tournament in 5th. Well done 
everyone. 

Penwith Netball and Rugby Tournament

HDS hosted a Penwith Rugby and Netball 
tournament on Wednesday 19th October for 

Year 7 and 8 students. This event was the first 
competitive opportunity for our Year 7 students 
and they put on a fantastic display, coming 4th 
in the Netball.  Our Year 8 girls also played really 
well, joining the Year 7s in 4th place.  A big ‘well 
done’ to our Year 8 boys who came 2nd in the 
Rugby.  Well done all, great effort all round! 

Athlete Mentor Visit

Last week, HDS welcomed ex Olympic rower, 
Annie Vernon, who led an ‘I’ve Got The Power’ 
workshop with nine of our Year 10 students.  
Focussing on becoming young leaders, our 
students took part in a training session which 
will enable them to work across the school 
with younger students to develop wellbeing, a 
sense of belonging and an understanding of 
one another.  Thank you Annie for inspiring our 
young people!

Gig Rowing Superstar!

Congratulations to student, Katie, who represented 
Cornwall in this years County Championships as part of 
the Pendeen Gig Rowing junior section.  

We were so pleased to hear that she, along with other 
junior gig rowers from Cornwall, took Gold!  What an 
incredible achievement, you should be so proud! 

We always love hearing what our students get up to 
outside of school and love sharing their successes with 
our school community.  Well done Katie!



Opportunity...

World Mental Health Awareness Day with the 
Big Dance Company

Following their gold medal winning success in 
the Cornwall Sports Games last summer, our 
talented dancers were invited to perform 
in a Zoom workshop with the Big Dance 
Company, which was attended by 1,200 
students from all over the British Isles. 

The aim of the workshop was to use dance to 
enhance the awareness of mental wellbeing.  
Dance is a fantastic way to relieve stress and 
anxiety, make friends and achieve new skills.  
Our dancers only had a few minutes to learn 
a new routine before demonstrating it to a 
wide range of year groups. 

‘Restart	a	Heart’

We are delighted to announce that we have 
installed our 4th defibrillator this half term, 
which will provide  additional coverage for 
the school site as well as out of hours access 
for our community.  The defibrillator is located 
outside the main school gates and, if required, 
the access code can be obtained by phoning 
the emergency services. 

HDS are committed to equipping all our young 
people with life-saving skills and we were 
delighted to welcome an Emergency Care 
Assistant this month to deliver CPR and AED 
training to our PE Aspire students.  As many of 
you will be aware, we have worked closely with 
the Ronnie Richards Memorial Charity for nearly 
10 years, and were one of the first schools 
to purchase a defibrillator.  We believe that 
everyone should have the knowledge of how 
to respond in an emergency.  Starting in Year 7, 
we deliver basic first aid, CPR and AED training, 
with regular training refreshers taking place in 
Years 8 – 11.  The recent training delivered to 
our Aspire students has built upon their existing 
knowledge, and will enable them to assist in 
future training sessions with younger students at 
both HDS and in primary schools.

We look forward to working with the Big Dance 
Company in the future and we are sure that 
more exciting projects await! 



Keep In Touch
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Surfing in Morocco

We are delighted to once again offer our popular surf trip 
to Morocco in October 2023!

This trip is a fantastic opportunity for our students to 
experience a new country and everything their culture 
has to offer.  Our visit to Morocco is perfect for students 
who love surfing, want to improve their technique on a 
board or for anyone who is keen to learn a new skill! 

Interested parents, carers and students should please 
contact Mr Brown for further information.

Key Dates For Your Diaries

31.10.22 Staff Training Day (school closed to students)

11.11.22 Remembrance Day
 
18.11.22 Children in Need - Non-School Uniform Day

30.11.22 Year 9 Parents’ Evening

07.12.22 Christmas Concert 

16.12.22 Last Day of Term


