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Belonging...

Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award
 
Despite the challenges we have faced during 
the pandemic, we were delighted to be able 
to offer students the opportunity to take part 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s award once more.  
With 85 students undertaking the Bronze award, 
and 24 the Silver, it has been a busy half term! 

Our Bronze students began their expedition 
in St Just.  Arriving bright and early with their 
maps, packs and planned routes at hand, 
they ‘debriefed’ and began their mission 
- St Just to Land’s End via St Buryan.  Whilst 
following ‘planned routes’, it was clear that 
local knowledge soon became their best friend 
as they were pointed in the correct direction!  
Everyone had fun and, judging by the tales 
which they are still laughing about, they created 
some lasting memories! 

A special mention must go to the ‘circle’ 
group who were first to leave St Buryan, only 
to reappear in the same field half an hour later 
as the last group were setting off!  Joking that 
it was very kind of them to let the other teams 
get a head start, the ‘Lewis Hamilton’ group 
(named perfectly), decided the expedition 
was a race and they need not stick to the 

track.  Having missed all their checkpoints and 
almost completing the walk within three hours, 
they were gutted to find out that exceeding 
track limits were against the rules and they 
had to return to their checkpoints! The ‘Hatters’ 
group kept spirits up with their brightly coloured 
hats, bringing a touch of sartorial elegance to 
the proceedings. It was so lovely to hear locals 
commenting on how polite and cheerful all 
our students were.  A well-deserved ice cream 
awaited our explorers at Land’s End, well done 
everyone!  

It was a completely different experience for 
our Silver Expedition students.  Whilst our Year 
11 group were basked in sunshine, the Year 10’s 
battled with walking through dense fog! Both 
‘climates’ presented their challenges, but our 
students took it in their stride and tackled the 
expedition with the determination they learnt 
during their Bronze expeditions. 
 
Well done to all students who participated.  You 
managed to overcome numerous obstacles 
to complete your awards in such unusual 
circumstances. You were a credit to the school 
and to your teammates!  Thanks for making it 
such an enjoyable few days.

Inspirational	‘Teams’	Call
 
BBC News Lead Director Richard Murrell spoke 
to Year 10 and 11 students on Wednesday 6th 
October via MSTeams! 

Mr Murrell was able to give us an inspiring talk 
about his life achievements, career at the BBC 
and up to date advice for anyone interested in 
broadcast journalism. 

The next day Mr Murrell was filming 
Commonwealth celebrations at Buckingham 
Palace with a helicopter and six camera 
crews, so we felt very privileged that he gave 
up his time to talk to our students! One Year 
11 student told us “It made me want to work 
in broadcasting as a career”.  The session was 

exciting for many and it was lovely to hear such 
positive and inspiring feedback! Thanks to the 
charity ‘Speakers for Schools’ and ‘BAFTA’ for 
enabling this inspirational event. 

For further advice on careers in the media, a 
follow up event will take place in school for 
students to explore options available in our 
region.

If you have any questions regarding careers 
please get in touch with our careers advisor, 
Mrs Richards, who will be more than happy to 
discuss anything with you! She can be found in 
the library or you can contact her via email:
hrichards@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk



Confidence...

Our	Year	7	Virtual	Performance	Evening
 
Year 7 students have been busy this term practising for our 
annual Performance Evening. Unfortunately the evening 
itself was unable to go ahead but we knew we just had to 
share all their hard work with everyone! 

The students worked tirelessly, singing take after take for 
the camera (ensuring plenty of great camera angles). 
They also experienced our recording studio for the first time 
and, we’re sure you’ll agree, they have put together a 
spectacular music video for you! 

This was a great experience for our students and gave them 
a taste of what creating a music video is really like.  

Head to our website after half term to see their creation! 

Careers	@	HDS
 
At HDS we offer a comprehensive careers 
package to all our students.  This term Year 7 
students held a Careers Top Trump Tournament 
in the library. 

Great fun was had by all whilst learning about 
many different career sectors, rates of pay, 
average working hours, and the growth and 
decline in industries.  Our students certainly are 
Careers Superstars.  



Opportunity...

Modern	Foreign	Languages
 
It’s been a busy start to the term in the 
Languages department. We have welcomed 
our new Foreign Language Assistant, Clara, to 
the department who will be working with our 
KS4 French classes to support their progress in 
GCSE French (especially their speaking skills). 
Clara will also be running a French film club after 
school every Tuesday for our GCSE students 
to continue to ignite their love of languages 
outside of the classroom.

Year 8 students are in the process of drafting 
pen pal letters to one of our partner schools in 
Brittany, College  Public Eugène Guillevic, Saint-
Jean-Brévelay. This is a new opportunity for our 
students this year and it was great to see such 
a buzz in the classroom. We will be exchanging 
several letters throughout the year and we 
are excited to see what responses we get! For 

those of our students who are really interested in 
studying GCSE Spanish we have a KS3 Spanish 
club after school every other Wednesday. This is 
specifically designed to give students a taster of 
Spanish language and culture before making 
their GCSE options.

During the last week of September the MFL 
department celebrated European Day 
of Languages. Staff across the school got 
involved by welcoming their classes with a 
surprise European Language! KS3 students 
also experienced  a new language including 
German, Italian and Spanish during their 
Language lessons. During mentor time all 
students were challenged to complete a quiz 
about Languages with Mrs Davey’s mentor 
group gaining the highest scores - well done!

Our	2021	-	2022	Music	Scholars
 
At HDS we pride ourselves on the standard and 
quality of our musicians and, to acknowledge 
this, every year we run auditions for students to 
be given the opportunity to become one of 
twelve ‘Music Scholars’.

Students face a rigorous application process, 
with a written application and performance 
in front of a judging panel. The process is an 

excellent ‘real life’ experience, giving them a 
taste of what it may be like to audition for a job 
in the music industry. 

Congratulations to our successful candidates 
who will now take part in weekly workshops with 
professional musicians to improve upon their 
skills and increase their repertoire with regular 
performances.   

Well done to everyone who applied this year!



Opportunity... Enrichment...

Get	Involved!
 
It has been so good to see so many students 
attending our Physical Education and School 
Sport extra-curricular clubs so far this term. 

Our PE department regularly have high 
numbers attending their clubs with 
a good range of activities provided;  
from rugby to surfing, netball to badminton, 
there is so much for our students to get involved 
in! 

Many of the students who attended these clubs  
have also been involved in inter-school fixtures 
against other local secondary schools, which 
is something that both our staff and students 
have really missed over the past 18 months. 

The Year 7 girls netball team had their  
first experience of playing a match against  
St Ives School.  We were so proud of the students 
who played really well considering they had  
only had a couple of training sessions since 
starting secondary school! We have had over  
50 girls from across the school attend netball  
club. With so many students attending, there  
have been opportunities for leadership 
and coaching to take place. Our 

older, more experienced players 
have got involved, passing on their 
knowledge and understanding to the 
younger players and displaying maturity and  
responsibility at sessions.

It is not too late for any student to join any of 
our clubs.  The vast majority of our clubs are free 
and there is no need to sign up in advance, just 
come along to the changing room after school 
on the day of the club with your PE kit and get 
involved and/or come and speak to a member 
of the PE department if you are interested. 

Visit our website to see our list of extra-curricular 
activities or speak to your mentor for a  
timetable.



Imagination...

Library	Induction
 
This term all Year 7 students took part in a 
‘physical’ library induction, showing them 
everything the library offers and exactly how it 
all works. 
 
Students had the opportunity to take part 
in competitions and a treasure hunt around 
the library, giving them a better idea of 
the range of books we offer and where 
they can be found amongst the shelves!  
From fiction to graphic novels, non-fiction to 
quick reads & magazines, our library is well 

stocked with something for everyone. Prizes 
were given to the winning team in every class. 

Well done to all those who took part with 
such enthusiasm and focus, we are excited to 
continue to share our fantastic library with you!  

If you have any questions about our library, 
please don’t hesitate to speak to our librarian 
Ms Atkins who is based in the library throughout 
the day. You can also contact her via email  
catkins@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk.  

Bookbuzz
 
As part of the ‘Bookbuzz 
Initiative’ (a BookTrust reading 
programme that encourages 
reading for pleasure), Year 
7 students were given the 
opportunity to choose their 
own book to take home and 
keep from a list of carefully 
selected titles.  

We love creating a ‘buzz’ 
about reading and this 
programme does just that!  
We look forward to hearing 
all about your selected reads 
next term!



Imagination... Inspire...

Reading	Ambassadors
 
The English department are proud to announce 
the newly appointed Reading Ambassadors! 

They will be using their passion for reading 
to launch exciting clubs in the library and 
encourage their peers to discover all that our 
library has to offer.

They spent their first meeting showing off their 
wonderful poster designs, which have been 
created to advertise lunchtime clubs held in 
the library.  

All the posters were eye catching and full of 
colour; perfect designs to create interest.  

One in particular that stood out read:

You are Readers
You are Explorers
You are Researchers
You are Authors
You are Adventurers
You are Storytellers
You are The Future

Congratulations everyone! 

It’s	Good	to	Grow!
 
At HDS we recognise that getting ‘hands on’ outdoors is a great 
way for students to extend their learning.  

We are in the process of re-developing our allotment and we 
would be really grateful if you could support us by collecting 
points from the ‘Morrisons Good to Grow’ scheme.  

Grow Tokens can be collected in Morrisons 
stores or online and then donated via 
your ‘MyMorrisons’ account. We can then 
redeem them against FREE gardening 
equipment. 

Thank you in advance!   
We can’t wait to get growing! 

https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/



Participation...

Show	Jumping
 
On Sunday 17th October three of our students 
travelled to Pendarves Equestrain Centre in 
Camborne to compete in the Cornish Schools 
Show Jumping Competition. 

Our three girls all took part in the 60 - 65cm 
novice class.  Up against 30 competitors in total 
our students competed extremely well!  Show 
jumping can be extremely nerve-wracking but 
our students turned up to the centre with a true 
sense of determination which was wonderful 
to see, especially as it was two of the girls’ first 
competition! 

Sophia, riding Opal, managed a double clear-
round before becoming individual 2nd in the 
class after taking part in a ‘jump-off’ round! The 
jump-off was very tense and certainly tested our 
rider but both Sophia and Opal took it totally 
in their stride.  What an achievement to come 
2nd out of 30 riders! 

Kacey, riding Jasper, also did amazingly well, 
riding her horse very calmly around the arena. 
Jasper was very new to show jumping and 
Kacey’s calm nature when riding transferred 
through her reins and down to her horse.  Jasper 
managed every fence with just one pole being 
knocked. Something both horse and rider 
should be extremely proud of. 

Holly, riding young horse Amira, took to the 
arena for their first competition. Holly rode like 
a trooper and encouraged Amira over every 
fence.  Although Holly did take a tumble she 
got straight back on and completed her round.  
It is never easy getting back on after taking a 
fall but Holly showed a great sense of bravery 
which we were all so proud of. 

Everyone who took part, including the horses, 
had a great day out and it was a brilliant 
experience for everyone. 
 
We can’t wait for the next competition! 



Achieve...Participation...



Respect...

Headteachers	Reflections
 
“Unless	someone	like	you	cares	a	whole	awful	
lot,	Nothing	is	going	to	get	better.	It’s	not.”

Some of you will recognise this as the wisdom of 
the great literary giant, wordsmith and genius ... 
Dr. Seuss. You know … ‘Fox in Socks’, ‘The Cat in 
the Hat’ and ‘How the Grinch stole Christmas’ 
etc.

With my young family, I am blessed with the 
opportunity to rediscover these books from 
my own youth and recently I was reminded 
of the wonderful quote above, from his book, 
The Lorax. (If you have not read it, I thoroughly 
recommend it!)

Speaking through his character the Lorax, 
Seuss warns against mindless progress and the 
danger it poses to the earth’s natural beauty. 
Fundamentally he is trying to remind us that 
ecosystems are fragile and need to be looked 
after. That we need to think of ourselves as 
the Lorax, and take action on behalf of the 
environment; unless we do, things have no 
hope of getting better.

The 2021 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, also known as COP 26, starts just 
before we are all due to return from the half 
term break. Whilst governments and nations 
from around the World consider their role in 
addressing climate change, we have already 
started here at Humphry Davy School, with our 
governing body identifying the embedding 
of ‘an understanding of environmental 
sustainability and values across the curriculum 
and within the school operations’ as one of 
their five top priorities for the next 5 years. 
From LED lighting and Photovoltaic solar 
panels through to battery, card and computer 
recycling; working with ‘Sustainable PZ’ we are 
determined to make a difference. If you wish to 
see what we already do and our commitments 
to date, then check out our school website. And 
perhaps over half term, families can also take 
the opportunity for each and every member of 

our school community to consider what we can 
do as individuals to demonstrate that we care, 
‘a whole awful lot’.

The Lorax is of course a metaphor for many 
aspects of life not just the physical environment. 
For me it serves also as an excellent reminder of 
the fragility of relationships and the importance 
to keep investing in them if we wish them to 
remain healthy and productive. I am proud 
how the staff and students have continued 
to work together throughout the pandemic 
to overcome all the obstacles it has put in our 
way, particularly over the past half term whilst 
infection rates have been so high. Every day we 
remind each other that we all have our part to 
play if we wish to retain our positive atmosphere 
based on mutual respect and underpinned 
by our co-operative ethical values of honesty, 
openness, social responsibility and caring 
for others. And never to lose sight of the vital 
role our parents and carers play in supporting 



Band	of	Fiasco	take	to	Boardmasters!
 
Humphry Davy’s very own Band of Fiasco 
performed to a jam-packed crowd, closing 
the HUB Sessions on the Keg and Pasty 
stage at this summer’s Boardmasters! 

The band, formed from a blend of former 
and current students, had the whole tent 
roaring with their high-energy set of dance 
floor fillers.

Head over to our website to see a video of 
one of their brilliant covers! 

Talent...

and nurturing this environment and I am always grateful for your 
incredible support.

My final ‘Lorax metaphor’ is the need to look after ourselves 
and our own mental health and well-being. Student and staff ill 
health and absence, and the understandable desire to ‘get 
back to normal’ have all taken their toll. Half term provides a very 
welcome opportunity to rest, recharge and to take time to enjoy 
that wonderful physical environment we all are so fortunate to call 
home down here in beautiful west Cornwall.

Who would have thought that such a simple book applies to every 
aspect of our lives: our individual self, who we are, and how we fit 
into and contribute to the local, national and global picture. Often 

though, the simplest ideas 
are the best and hence 
we have updated our 
curriculum framework post-
lockdowns, to reflect the 
same four simple strands: 
‘Who I am, What I know, 
Where I belong and Our Future’. I look forward to rolling the 
framework out with staff and students in November. 

Until then rest, relax and enjoy the half term break and I 
look forward to seeing you all upon our return on Tuesday 
2nd November.

Bill Marshall
Headteacher



Keep	In	Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe	Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18	2TG
t:	01736	363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Police	Cadets

Devon and Cornwall Police are looking to 
recruit new Cadets for the unit, now based at 
Humphry Davy School! 
 
The role of a Police Cadet is extremely varied 
and you will develop a wide range of skills while 
having fun and helping your local community.  
Cadets participate in many activities such as 
team building tasks, community engagement 
events, drill, and interactive sessions with 
departments within the Force.
 
Potential cadets need to be aged 13 at the 
time of appointment and no older than 18, 
with a keen desire to get involved in their 
communities as well as build on their knowledge 
and experience through team activities and 

Join	Our	Team

At HDS we pride ourselves on our friendly and 
welcoming community and our outstanding 
standard of care and support; ensuring all 
children are safe, happy and successful from 
the moment they join us. 

We currently have opportunities for Exam 
Invigilators, Lunchtime Supervisors and Drivers 
to join our ever growing team of staff.  

For more information about how to apply please 
visit our website or email:
enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

training.
The group runs from 6 - 8pm, starting on Thursday 
11th November and is due to run every other 
week.  

For more information or any queries, please 
get in touch with the West Cornwall Youth 
Engagement Officer, PC Phil Rees via email at 
15134@dc.police.uk

We look forward to welcoming you! 

Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

01.11.21 Staff Training Day (school closed to students)

10.11.21 Year 10 Parents’ Evening and Work Experience Launch
 
11.11.21 Remembrance Day

15.11.21 Odd Socks Day - Anti-Bullying Week

19.11.21 Children in Need - Non-School Uniform Day 

30.11.21 Year 9 Parents’ Evening

15.12.21 Christmas Concert 

17.12.21 Last Day of Term


