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Year	7	Camp
 
Year 7 Camp was another hit this year with smiles 
all round from our new students!   

Beginning their adventure at the Eden Project, 
they got to know more about the background and 
philosophy of the Eden Project, before excitedly 
exploring the biomes. After spending the night at 
Treyarnon Bay Youth Hostel, they headed off to 
Paradise Park the following morning where they 
learnt about conservation of our wildlife and some 
even fed the penguins!  

Returning tired, but with many new friends, it was 
a great ‘getting-to-know-you’ experience for 
both staff and students. Year 7 have made such 
an amazing start to their time with us in just a few 
weeks.  We look forward to watching them grow 
in confidence throughout their years at HDS!

Enrichment...



Confidence...



Opportunity...



Charity...

HDS	Ski	Trip	2020!

We will be running a school ski trip during next year’s Easter 
holiday from 4th – 11th April 2020. 

All students are eligible to participate, whatever their skiing 
ability – beginners are especially welcome. Letters are 
available at Reception, or contact Mr Smith in the main office 
if you have any questions.
 
Why not try something new?!

Four	Years	of	Fundraising	for	Cancer	Reseach	UK

Four years ago PE teacher, Miss Stovell, decided 
to speak with Mr Marshall about running our very 
own Race for Life here at HDS.  This soon became 
an annual event and has run every year without 
fail.  This term Miss Stovell, along with a group 
of students, presented Cancer Research UK 
representative, Sophie Barber, with a cheque for 
an amazing £11,371! 

Miss Barber commented: “I can’t thank the staff 
and students at Humphry Davy enough for how 
they completely got behind Race for Life – making 

it such a successful, annual fundraiser for their 
school, raising such an incredible amount for the 
charity.” 

Our 2019 event alone raised an incredible £2,818!  
In true Humphry Davy spirit all our students and 
staff got involved and we could not be prouder 
of everyone for taking part. The funds we have 
raised will go a long way to funding vital research 
in the fight against cancer.  

Congratulations to everyone, with big thanks to 
Miss Stovell for running this fantastic event.  We 
can’t wait to see this total get smashed next year! 



Make	Some	Noise!

We were delighted to welcome students from our 
local primary schools to take part in our fundraising 
‘Make Some Noise’ day! 

The students split into groups of singers, guitarists, 
pianists and violinists to learn the popular song 
by George Ezra, ‘Shotgun’.  The students then 
welcomed their families in the afternoon and  
performed their rendition. It was brilliant to see 
their teamwork and determination pay off and 
the final show was brilliant! We could not believe 
how professional the outcome was after only one 
day’s practice! 

Well done to everyone involved! 

Community...

The	North	Cornwall	Book	Festival

A group of Year 9 students travelled to St Endellion, near Port Isaac, for The 
North Cornwall Book Festival this term.

Authors John Boyne, Liz Kessler and Matt Windle were in attendance, to 
entertain and inspire the students with talks and workshops. Student Jack 
commented: “The North Cornwall Book Festival was a brilliant day for all 
the students involved-even with the long drive! We got to meet three 
brilliant Authors, my favourite was Matt, as I found him really interesting. I 
would definitely recommend this trip for anyone!”

It was an amazing day and our students really shone at being, imaginative 
and articulate. They came up with intelligent questions for the Authors 
and produced some excellent creative writing!



Sporting	Achievements
 
Huge congratulations to Year 11 student, Holly, for your 
amazing tennis achievements!  

Just before the end of last year Holly was selected to represent 
Cornwall in the Ladies County Cup. She, along with her 
teammates, travelled to Oxford to compete in five days of 
competitive tennis. Holly played in all fifteen matches across 
the days – winning eleven! This result helped the Cornish team 
to come second in their group.   

Over the summer Holly competed in a number of finals 
at her local club. Taking part in the ladies singles, ladies 
doubles and mixed doubles, Holly won all of her matches.  
Her summer culminated in a great County Closed event in 
Newquay where she won the Open Women’s Singles and 
Mixed Doubles titles.  As well as the 18&U girls’ singles, girls’ 
doubles & mixed doubles titles.  The outcome of these results 
has seen ranking rise to 55 nationally at 16&U!  

To finish off her summer, Holly’s club awarded her the Girls‘ 
‘Most Improved’ trophy for the year where she was told how 
much of an inspiration she was to younger girls in the County! 

What an absolutely outstanding set of results; you should 
be so proud of yourself! We cannot wait to hear about your 
continued achievements and wish you the best of luck for 
your future matches.  

Achieve...

Our Year 7 - 9 Girls’ Rugby teams took part in  
friendly ‘Pitch up and Play’ matches this term as 
part of the Penwith Tournament sport fixtures. 

The girls were mixed into groups with students 
from other local schools and competed in three 
matches in total. For some students this was their 
first experience of playing competitive contact 
Rugby and by the end of the sessions they were 
buzzing! There was a real sense of ‘Girl Power’, 
with all the girls commenting on how much fun 
they’d had and that they couldn’t wait to get 
training for their next matches! Well done to 
everyone involved, we look forward to watching 
your progress.  

If you are interested in joining our Rugby 
afterschool club speak with Miss Stovell or come 
along to the changing rooms after school on 
Wednesday and become part of a real team!



BBC	Big	Sing!	
 
We were delighted to take part in the BBC ‘Big 
Sing’ day on Thursday 26th September. The 
aim of this day is to encourage school children 
around the UK to sing together for wellbeing in 
playgrounds, assemblies and lessons! Humphry 
Davy particpated in style with bands and 
musicians coming together to play a series of gigs 
on our Plinth at lunchtime. One Year 7 said ‘This is 
brilliant! Can we do this every week?’  

Headteacher, Bill Marshall, was interviewed live on 
Radio Cornwall and spoke of the power of music 
at the school to promote team work and a sense 
of community and how we are looking forward to 
the Year 7 Performance Evenings.

Mrs Bradley-Metcalf, Music Director, added; 
‘BBC ‘Get Singing’ day is  a fun way to celebrate 
musical creativity and promote wellbeing. As 
a Music department we are excited for all the 
opportunities planned to promote the power of 
music this coming year!’

Where	Are	They	Now?
 
Welcome to a new regular feature where 
we catch up with some of our ex-students 
and find out about their time at Humphry 
Davy and what they are doing now. 

Our first interview was with Liam Jordan who 
is appearing in the Manchester Folk Festival  
this term.
 

Aspire...

Name: Liam Jordan
When were you at Humphry Davy?

Between 2001 and 2006
What is your best memory about school?

Probably fronting my rock band for the end of 
year concerts in Year 10 & 11. That was a real buzz 
and my first proper gigs.
What are you doing now?

I’m a full-time touring musician and singer-
songwriter. I released my debut album in 2018 and 
am working on songs for album number two.
What do you know now that you wish you’ had 

known when you were at school?

That it’s possible to make a living from what you 
enjoy if you’re willing to put in the work. I never 
imagined I’d be able to do this for a living! 
What is the best advice you can give to our 

students?

Follow your heart and have some faith in yourself 
and your abilities. 
 
To check out Liam’s music, you can visit www.
liamjordanmusic.com, or look up ‘Liam Jordan 
Music’ on your favourite social media sites.

What might you be doing in a few years’ time? 
We will look forward to finding out!



Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
Inspiring future generations!

My warmest thanks to each and every student, 
parent, carer and member of staff who has helped 
create such a positive climate for learning over 
the past half term. It has to have been one of the 
wettest autumns I can remember but the weather 
has not been able to dampen the positive spirits 
of our students. None more positive than the 
New Year 7 students who settled so quickly and 
have visibly grown in confidence since joining the 
school. They have been incredible in confidently 
answering the questions posed by the multitude of 
prospective parents and Year 6 students recently 
touring the school and it has been a privilege 
to hear them share their reflections. The camps 
have clearly been a real highlight and so many 
are throwing themselves into the wide range of 
clubs and extra-curricular activities on offer. I am 
really looking forward to seeing them grow as a 
community.

Thank you for your patience to all who were 
inconvenienced during the building programmes 
over the past eight months. Over £1 Million has 

New	Senior	Prefect	Team	
 
Humphry Davy has welcomed a new team 
of prefects who are already making an 
impact with their dynamism and passionate 
determination to continue to build on our 
ethos and values.

Senior Students Shunzi, Simon, Tamani and 
Archie are committed to leading the prefect 
team this academic year to ensure that the 
HDS ethos and values are sustained. Their 
wish is that all students feel a valued part 
of the school regardless of race, gender 
and sexuality. They hope to continue to 
promote respect for each other and for the 
environment – including a strong commitment 
to the Climate Charter and Voice for Climate 
Action. 

been invested in the school over the year to 
support our local community and I am certain 
you will agree that the new buildings, improved 
facilities and parking arrangements now in use 
are well worth it. 

Our aim remains to inspire and educate our 
students to fulfil their potential in every aspect 
of their lives and my thanks go to all our parents 
and carers for your on-going support. Current 
opportunities to further support our work include 
feedback on our Admissions Policy that is currently 
under consultation and to join the Governing 
Body as a Parent Governor, where the focus is 
setting the strategic direction of the school and 
facilitating our development as a school. Details 
have recently been sent via ParentMail and are 
on the website .

Students start again after the half term break on 
Tuesday 29th October following our training day 
on the Monday and I wish you all an enjoyable 
and refreshing week off.

W A Marshall

Mr Marshall, Headteacher

Team Work...

They also know that much of what they want to 
achieve this year is wrapped up in a message of 
resilience for all students – to tackle obstacles that 
may present themselves with the strong and ever-
present support of the community of staff at school 
and to learn through challenge.



Students	tackle	the	Silver!	
 
On a bright, sunny morning eight intrepid explorers 
crammed themselves into a minibus and headed 
for the wilds of Bodmin Moor.  

Upon arrival at Davidstow Airfield the gentle 
autumn breeze was quickly replaced by a blustery 
westerly as the teams set off for their Silver Expedition 
in, what was to become, torrential rain conditions. 
Spirits, though, could not be dampened and the 
sense of determination and superb teamwork 
within both groups enabled them to overcome all 
the obstacles and landscape before them. 

The third and final day started grey and showery 
but by the time everyone was kitted up, the sun 
decided to put in an appearance, giving the 
group renewed vigour.  Making it over the final tor, 
past Hurlers stone circles, the group were soon in 
the arms of families and friends.  They had beaten 
the Moor and everything it could throw at them.  
Well done everyone! 

If you’re interested in taking part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award please see Mr Kirby or Mr Annis 
in Maths! 

Adventure...



Exploring...



Adopted	Children	and	Children	in	Care

The government has published statutory guidance 
for schools for both children who are currently 
looked after (in care) and previously looked after 
children/children who are now adopted. This 
means the designated teacher who currently 
champions and promotes the education for 
children in care can extend their work to support 
all children who were ever in care or adopted.

Unfortunately, there is no centralised system to 

Rona	Sailing	Round	Two!

Good luck to Jess, Gemma and Zadie, who set sail on a Rona Sailing 
voyage on the 65 foot yacht Merrliyn during Half Term. The group took 
part in our Rona Sailing trip last school year and loved the experience 
so much they just had to get back on the water! 

We look forward to hearing how they get on.  

Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

28.10.19 Inset Day (School closed to students)

07.11.19 Year 10 Parents Evening and Work Experience Information

18.11.19 Inset Day (School closed to students) 

20.11.19 Year 7 Performance Evening

26.11.19 Year 9 Parents Evening

11.12.19 Christmas Concert 
 

17.12.19 Panto

20.12.19 School Closed for Christmas Holiday

Join	us	in	Helping	to	Make	a	Positive	Difference	
at	Humphry	Davy	School

There are currently four vacancies for Parent 
Governors and we are inviting nominations for 
those places. At HDS, and against a general 
trend, we have retained seven places for Parent 
Governors because we feel it is very important 
to have current parents directly involved in our 
discussions and decision making. 

automatically inform schools if children were 
ever in care or have been adopted. Therefore, 
we would be grateful if parents, carers and 
guardians notify us by emailing Ms Gittins,   
tgittins@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  so we 
can direct our resources to support your children. 

We appreciate this is sensitive information and 
some families may not wish to share. Please note, 
if you have already informed us of such details, 
there is no need to pass on this information again.

Parent Governors are nominated, and elected, 
by other parents.

A letter providing more information is being 
sent out via Parentmail and is available from  
Reception, or on the school website. 
If you want to find out more you can 
contact Governors (see website) or me on  
kuren@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk.   
Katherine Uren Chair of Governors

Keep	In	Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe	Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18 2TG
t:	01736	363559

officialhumphrydavyschool


