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Year 7 Camp
Year 7 camp was another hit this year with smiles
all round from our new students!
Getting off to a prompt start our ‘campers’ started
their adventure on three minibuses convoying
their way up to the Eden Project as the rest of
school settled down to first lesson.
With much excitement and after some enthusiastic
singing they arrived to explore the biomes.
Having enjoyed a great presentation about the
background and philosophy of the Eden Project,
with many keen to answer and ask questions
about the environment, everyone stretched their
legs outside and did a bit of shopping in the ecostore before heading to Treyarnon Bay Youth
Hostel.

creatures that live there. Next was a tour of the
Aquarium where students discovered a variety of
sea creatures large and small, learning about their
habitats and how important it is to conserve our
marine wildlife. Next a picnic lunch on the beach
and back to school; tired but with new friends
made. A great ‘getting-to-know-you’ experience
for both staff and students.
New Year 7 student Darcie had this to say, “At
camp I really enjoyed the team games and
looking around the Aquarium, in particular the
octopus climbing up the tank and seeing the
blind turtle being fed was amazing!”
Year 7 have made such an amazing start to their
time with us in just a few weeks. We look forward
to watching you grow in confidence throughout
your years at HDS!

The rooms were lovely, the beach was beautiful
and some students even enjoyed a sandcastlebuilding competition! A good night’s sleep was
had and after a hearty breakfast they set off for
Newquay Aquarium.
The students enjoyed a ‘Rockpool Encounter’
where they learnt about our seashores and the
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Make Some Noise!
We were delighted to welcome students from our
local primary schools to take part in our fundraising
‘Make Some Noise’ day!
The students split into groups of singers, guitarists,
pianists and violinists to learn the popular song by
George Ezra, ‘Don’t Matter Now’. The students

Penzance Expo
Four groups of Year 7 students visited the Penzance
EXPO this term in order to have their say in the
future of Penzance. The students were able to
view the proposals for development and give
their feedback on what was important to them.
The general feeling was that the young people
love where they live but want to make it even
better, asking questions about provision of facilities
for young people, such as a youth club or different
options for spending their time away from school
in a stimulating and safe environment. A particular

then performed the piece to their parents and
carers in the afternoon. It was brilliant to see the
teamwork and determination pay off and the
final show was spectacular.
An amazing £766.85 was raised for the charity;
which will contribute towards projects helping
disadvantaged children, young people and their
families in the UK. Well done to everyone involved!

highlight was student
Connor’s
questioning
of Kate Kenally, Chief
Executive of Cornwall
Council, concerning the
best use of her budget.
Mr Royle stated: “It is
only right and proper
that the young people
of Penzance have a say
in its future and I was
delighted by the way in
which the Year 7 students from Humphry Davy
School were able to challenge existing projects,
identify areas for development and put forward
their ideas in such a mature and responsible
manner. They have only been at secondary
school for five weeks, but clearly they have strong
opinions on what should happen in their town
and surrounding area and I would like to thank
the Penzance EXPO team for including Humphry
Davy School in their consultation.”

Community...

Key Stage Three Celebration
As our Year 9 students start to work towards their
chosen GCSEs, we spent an evening celebrating
their achievements throughout KS3.
A brilliant evening was had by all, with a great
turn out from students, their families and staff. We
were treated to incredible musical performances
throughout, with a brilliant rendition of ‘7 Nation
Army’ by The White Stripes from ‘Micho and The
Musicians’ to start the evening. After certificates
were presented, student Bill delighted the crowds
with his impressive skills on the violin: performing
‘Czardas’ by the Italian composer Vittorio Monti,
which ended with thunderous applause.
Student speakers, Ida and Eduardo ended the
night with their reflections of KS3 and, with big
smiles, explained how they were looking forward
to the challenges and opportunities that are yet
to come.
The evening was a perfect way to congratulate
our students on their brilliant KS3 years.

Achieve...

Sporting Stars
Fresh from their recent qualification for the
Cornwall School Winter Games development
rugby competition, the Year 8 team couldn’t wait
to take part in their second tournament this year.
Playing in a tough pool in the morning session, the
team fared better in the afternoon with narrow
losses to Poltair and Fowey, followed by a win
against Bodmin College thanks to some great
team tries!
All of the players are now looking forward to their
remaining fixtures against Hayle, St Ives and Cape
Cornwall.

‘One World Supper’
Lily, Ida, Nye and Sky accompanied Mr Royle
to the Rotary Club of Mounts Bay’s ‘One World
Supper’ this term.
After a wonderful meal, taking in dishes from all
corners of Europe, South Africa, South America
and Asia, the four members of HDI took to the
stage to present their latest news on their current
fund raising mission. They spoke about the brilliant
work of their predecessors and their project in
Kisoro, Uganda, but also of their own work; in
particular the construction of Girls’ Rooms in rural
Uganda. They told attendees why these rooms
are so important in educating and supporting
attitudes towards girls in Uganda.

The Year 7 Netball teams were also in action
over recent weeks, both teams played extremely
well, showing a great sense of teamwork and
determination.
The girls used well practised set plays to outwit their
opponents; communicating well and working the
ball around the court with pace and accuracy.
Huge congratulations to both teams, keep up the
brilliant work!

School, which is near Kisoro, and are aiming to
build at least one more.
The proceeds from the ‘One World Supper’ were
given to HDI for this cause and Rotarian John James
has been able to secure a grant from the Rotary
Club of Great Britain to match the money that
was raised on the evening. In total, an amazing
£1800 was raised at this event! Congratulations
guys, keep up the fantastic work.

Costing approximately £3800 each, HDI have
already funded one of these rooms at Rukongi
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50 Years of Service!
Huge congratulations go to Mr Mitchell, the school’s
Groundsman, who is celebrating the magnificent
achievement of 50 years working with Humphry
Davy School! To recognise his dedication to our
beautiful school site, we arranged a presentation
to celebrate with him.
Mr Mitchell was just 15 years old when he started
work with his dad to maintain the school grounds
as an employee of Cornwall County Council. 46
years later in 2014, Mr Mitchell was invited to the
Royal Garden Party in London as the longest serving
employee of Cornwall Council. Now celebrating
50 years at the school, staff past and present
joined to recognise his hard work, dedication
and commitment to
the school. Working
outdoors
in
all
weathers, he always
has a smile on his face
and nothing is too
much trouble.
During the presentation
of a beautiful engraved
watch
Mr
Mitchell
Headteacher’s Reflections
Headteachers and gardeners share many of
the same keen instincts: taking the youngest
plants and creating the right environment for
them to grow; nurturing them, feeding them and
protecting them as necessary. Satisfaction comes
from seeing their charges grow and blossom
over time and I have the utmost respect for our
Groundsman, Mr Tony Mitchell who is responsible
for creating over many years the beautiful
environment we have on site today. His loyalty,
dedication and skill are to be admired and ever
polite, cheerful and considerate, Mr Mitchell is a
wonderful role model for the young people in our
care.
The Governing Body is currently seeking new Parent
Governors to join us in creating the environment,

smiled and laughed as his colleagues told stories
of his passion for gardening and the extent of his
knowledge (knowing the Latin names for all of the
plants on our school site!).
We, and our school grounds, are very lucky to
have him and we cannot congratulate him
enough!
In response to the presentation, Mr Mitchell
commented “It has been a great privilege and
honour to work at this school for so long. I have
seen students and staff come and go over the
years and always love hearing of their current or
next adventures.”
climate and conditions for students to thrive and
succeed here at Humphry Davy School. Details of
how to put yourself forward are available on the
school website at
w w w. h u m p h r y - d a v y. c o r n w a l l . s c h . u k / 7 /
vacancies. As you can see from the rest of
this newsletter, the school creates numerous
opportunities to enrich and enhance student
experiences and the governors play a key role
working with me to provide the resources and
secure the highest standards for all to bloom!
Have a fabulous half term everybody! Please
remember the school is closed to students on
Monday 29th October for our INSET day and I look
forward to seeing students return on Tuesday 30th
October.
Mr Marshall, Headteacher

Aspire...

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
‘Where the Wind Blows’
One bright, sunny morning eight intrepid explorers
crammed themselves into a minibus and headed
for the wilds of Bodmin Moor. As they neared
their destination the clouds bubbled up and the
showers appeared on the horizon, although at
this stage, merely a hint of what was to come!
Arriving at Davidstow Airfield the gentle autumn
breeze was replaced by a blustery westerly
and hats and gloves sprouted from rucksacks
everywhere. Looking like a Cornish SWAT team
they were off! The teams began the storming of
Brown Willy. To cries of ‘It’s only over there!’ and
‘Is that it?’ spirits were high and confidence was
flowing.
Two hours later as they crested the summit, heart
rates were high and water bottles were flowing
as they realised the full extent of what challenges
the moors offered. Undeterred they plodded
onwards, keeping hold of the lighter members
of the team so they didn’t start hang-gliding as
the wind caught them. They soon met up with
the support team to replenish drinks and receive
‘halfway mark’ congratulations from staff (who
themselves had walked miles to reach them).
Through fern and bramble, over rock and stile,
the teams trudged on, passing King Arthur’s Hall
and reaching South Penquite Campsite as dusk
began to fall. Tents up, food eaten, heads down
– a quiet end to the Equinox.
Overnight the weather changed; low, dark clouds
hung ominously, gale force drizzle freshened

many a weary face. ‘Up and at ‘em’ was the
cry as they prepared to do battle with the
elements. It was a day of grit and determination,
with hasty hot chocolate and biscuit stops in
the minibus, complete changes of sodden
clothing and realisation that ‘waterproof’ didn’t
apply in Bodmin! The biggest challenge was
finding somewhere out of the wind to cook the
emergency supernoodles!
Eventually eight sorry looking drowned individuals
(eleven if you include the staff) reached Colliford
Lake. Wet, cold and bedraggled they slowly put
up tents and began cooking the evening meal as
the rain continued to make up for the dry summer.
The revitalising effect of a warm shower and dry
clothes soon did its magic and the camp filled
with chatter and laughter again.
Third and final day started grey and showery but
by the time they were kitted up ready to leave, the
sun had decided to put in an appearance and
they set off with renewed vigour. Any grumpiness

Adventure...

disappeared, replaced
by beaming smiles and
the joys of walking in
nice weather. Feet
became lighter, hips
developed a swagger,
heads were up and
songs echoed across
the tors.
Ahead awaited the perilous river crossing. Keen to put a final
hurdle in their way, the stream was running fast and cold
but it didn’t matter. The teams bounced across the stepping
stones like kids playing hopscotch and now the end was
near.
Over the final tor, past the Hurlers stone circles and into the
arms of families and friends. The achievement gradually
dawned on them all. They had beaten the moor and
everything it could throw at them. They now had a host of
stories for friends to hear and hot baths awaiting their aching
bones. A few hours sleep would cure all ills.
Anyone fancy going again next week? Well done everyone!

Team Work...

Second World War Memorial
A century on from the ending of the First World War,
visitors and alumni of the school will be familiar with the
striking ‘Old Penwithians’ War Memorial in the Gallery
that is the Roll of Honour for all Old Penwithians who
served in the Great War.
At the reception following the ceremony of rededication
in 2014, the idea of adding to the memorial the names
of old boys of Penzance County School who lost their
lives during the Second World War was first mooted. It
took three years to research the names of these men
and to commission the solid oak honours board that
now stands aside the original following the dedication
ceremony this term.
The craftsmanship of the finished product is a fitting
tribute to the twenty-three men named. Together with
the biographies of each serviceman, it is our hope that
both memorials will serve as a legacy to encourage
future generations attending Humphry Davy School
to avoid repeating the mistakes of the past that led to
such devastating conflicts.
Job Opportunities
We currently have vacancies for Lunch Time Supervisors. For more information and how to apply
please visit our website: www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/7/vacancies

Key Dates For Your Diaries
29.10.18

Inset Day (School closed to students)

30.10.18

Year 10 Parents Evening and Work Experience Information

21.11.18

Year 9 Parents Evening

17.12.18

Panto

21.12.18

School Closed for Christmas Holiday
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