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Year 7 Camp 

Year 7 camp was another hit this year with smiles all 

round from our new students!  The Year 7 intake this 

year is one of the biggest ever; meaning there were 

four trips in total, spread across two weeks. 'I think the 

whole experience was such a good opportunity to 

meet other people outside of the classroom, would 

like to go back again!' said student Amelia.  

The groups had an action-packed couple of days 

including educational days to the amazing Eden 

Project and The Blue Reef Aquarium. 'I loved 

watching the Sea Life Centre feed the turtle, I learnt a 

lot about plastic and rubbish and how it can be 

harmful to our sea creatures. I really enjoyed the trip!' 

said student Karolis. 

All the students stayed at Treyarnon Bay Youth Hostel 

for a night and enjoyed several different team 

building activities with their Head of House and peers, 

creating new bonds of friendship to help settle them 

into life at HDS.  The groups were lucky to have 

beautiful autumn weather which added to the fun 

and excitement of their time out of the classroom.   

 

We’re so pleased that Year 7 have made such an 

amazing start to their time with us in such a short 

space of time.  There is so much promise from these 

bright new students and we look forward to watching 

them develop in confidence throughout the years.   

Opportunity... 



Enrichment... 



Marine Engineering Pathway 

A group of Year 8 students engaged in a project to 

design a new disaster relief ship this term. They learnt 

about the principles of engineering through team 

challenges focusing on buoyancy and displacement. 

Delivered by a representative from the Sea Cadet 

Corps our students had an exciting introduction to 

marine engineering. 

  

Head of Science, Dr Frost, said: ‚Following on from the 

devastation witnessed in the Caribbean during the 

hurricane season we wanted to task our students with 

an engaging and real-world scenario. The students 

were asked to design and build a ship that could 

deliver medical equipment to disaster areas.‛   

  

Dr Frost continued: ‚Real life experiences and 

scenarios are a wonderful way for our 

students to learn and this challenge has 

certainly been rewarding for those 

involved‛. 

Teamwork... 



Year 7 Performance Evenings 

Our 17th annual Performance Evening took place this 

term in front of a large group of excited families and 

friends.  With our extremely large group of Year 7’s the 

night had to split across two evenings to ensure we 

could fit everyone in!  

  

The students treated us to a selection of 

performances, of songs new and old, kicking things 

off with a rendition of ‘Passenger’ by the 70’s rock 

god Iggy Pop. This was followed by a medley of songs 

structured around The Beatles hit ‘Let it Be’. The 

medley included tracks such as ‘Land Down Under’ 

by Men at Work and more modern hits such as 

‘Photograph’ by Ed Sheeran. Students seamlessly 

skipped between these stylistically separate songs 

with skill and self-assurance. Even the challenges of 

tempo changes and massive jumps in pitch were not 

enough to shake our Year 7 students.  

 

A ragtag band made up of the peripatetic teachers’ 

then performed a classic James Brown funk tune, ‘I 

Got You (I Feel Good)’. This cheeky, horn lead 1960’s 

funk tune showed off some of the skill and musicality 

of our amazing peripatetic team and hopefully 

inspired some of the new Year 7’s to take up an 

instrument and get involved in the rich culture of 

music offered here at Humphry Davy School. 

  

Student speakers from the Humphry Davy Interact 

Group spoke to us about the range of activities and 

benefits that are associated with being a part of HDI. 

The audience were regaled with stories of their recent 

trip to Uganda by Mr Royle.  

The choir then began to stomp their feet and clap 

their hands, signalling the start of the classic Queen 

tune ‘We Will Rock You’ which they gave all the heart 

and soul needed to pull off a Freddie Mercury track. 

Then, with Mr Martin’s guitar still wailing they broke 

into Pink Floyds iconic track ‘Another Brick in the Wall’. 

When the guitar solos were done and the drums rang 

silent all of the students picked up their paper 

airplanes and flew them at the audience, calling an 

end to a fantastic night of music.  

It is simply incredible seeing how much our Year 7 

students have grown in confidence during this first 

term at school and they certainly hid any nerves well.   

 

Well done everyone See you all at choir practice 

after the half term! 

Confidence... 



Silver Duke of Edinburgh's Award  

Yet another expedition has been undertaken by our 

keen group of Duke of Edinburgh students who 

completed the expedition section for their Silver 

Award. 

 

As the blazing sun beat down from a dazzling blue sky 

our two bands of intrepid explorers ventured forth on 

a journey of discovery of ancient sites in West 

Penwith.  Spirits were high, and laughter and shrieks 

drifted across the rolling fields as their 3-day 

adventure wound its way from Penzance towards 

Botallack. Sun hats and short-sleeves were the order 

of the day and apart from the obligatory run in with 

fields of curious cows the day passed uneventfully. 

Snuggled into their tents under a full moon, feeling full 

from a delicious evening meal of almost Michelin star 

quality, our Terrific Twelve were quickly asleep, 

dreaming of the open moorlands that awaited them 

and the beautiful views to be discovered. 

 

An early start, full of excitement, not dampened at all 

by the typical Cornish mizzle that greeted their bleary 

eyes meant they were all off and walking just after 

8:30am. The assessor was impressed by their 

campcraft and teamwork and we waved them off as 

the first drops of rain fell from the grey skies. In their 

multi coloured waterproofs, looking like tropical 

centipedes, they wound their way onto the first patch 

of moorland. By the time they reached the stone 

circle on Carnyorth Common the rain had decided to 

hammer down and visibility was down to 200 metres 

in the fog. It was a little too early for a celebration 

dance around the stones so they plunged onwards. 

The rain did its best to audition for Forrest Gump, 

going through its full repertoire of types, stinging rain, 

big fat rain, sideways rain, even rain that seemed to 

come upwards until our group were more Dirty Dozen 

than Terrific Twelve.  

 

 

Chun Castle offered welcome shelter; one group 

huddling under Chun Quoit like a flock of rainbow 

sheep, the other commandeering the castle before 

finding shelter at a nearby farm. On past Men-an-tol 

and wading through knee high mud reminiscent of 

WW1 trenches our heroes pushed onwards towards 

Ding Dong mine. Finally off the moors, spirits soared as 

the campsite drew ever closer. Back came the songs 

and a strange Irish lilt was heard, commenting dryly 

that it was ‘ a wee bit wet to be sure'. Up one last 

steep hill by Trevaylor Woods and time to pitch tent 

for the night. Warm clothes, hot food and even hotter 

showers revitalised our bedraggled nomads who 

gathered for an evening of marshmallows, apple pie 

and custard in the most welcoming barn in Cornwall. 

Day three, and with the scent of home and warm 

baths in the air, our two groups headed off to Zennor. 

While staff enjoyed coffee and cake our guys 

enjoyed super noodles, soup and hot chocolate 

before scaling the mighty Zennor Hill. The Irish 

contingent scaled cliffs and ploughed through 

undergrowth like jungle explorers , while the others 

decided to use their map more effectively and 

followed the paths. We met them on top of the hill 

and watched them trek off towards Towednack. We 

counted them all out, and thankfully, counted them 

all back as the fog rolled in again. 

 

With the moors behind them spirits soared until 

tiredness began to take its toll. Finally as twilight 

gathered our teams dragged themselves to the finish 

at Porthmeor Beach. Time for one last photo, a few 

smiles, a few tears and lots of hugs from family and 

friends. 

 

The Silver expedition had challenged everyone to find 

reserves of strength and resilience that most did not 

know they possessed. The fact that 100% of our 

groups passed is testament to their determination and 

we are proud to have followed their journey. 

 

Bring on Gold! 

Adventure... 



Achieve... 



‘Jikoni’ our new ‘student led’ restaurant 

On 19th October we held a launch night for our new 

‘student led’ restaurant.  The newly refurbished 

training kitchens doubled up as the ‘Jikoni’ restaurant 

for the evening with our ‘Future Chef’ champions, 

James and Mushka showcasing their talents by 

providing an array of different foods for the guests to 

sample.  The guests were also treated to musical 

entertainment from, Jessica, one of our amazing 

music scholars.  

Our previous catering kitchens were installed during 

the 1980s and were only equipped to support a 

domestic understanding of the subject, whilst 

meeting the national curriculum requirements, it did 

not meet the ambition we have for our students.  

Working closely with Penwith College over recent 

projects we have seen our students flourish in an 

industrial kitchen environment, growing in 

confidence and developing a real passion for the 

industry and the opportunities it can provide.  

In September the kitchen was ready to be used by 

our catering classes across all year groups and the 

students have been overwhelmed with the 

transformation…‛Wow it’s just like Masterchef‛ said 

one student!  

Catering teacher, Miss Chafer, said ‚The new training 

kitchens will be a real game changer for our 

students, enabling them to reach a highly 

professional standard.  The launch of our restaurant 

‘Jikoni’ is an outstanding opportunity for us to 

celebrate our students’ successes, as well as share 

their achievements with the local community.  

Already our new kitchens have been hugely positive 

on teaching and learning in Catering.  The students 

are really excited to cook in them; likening them to 

the kitchens seen on ‘Master Chef’. We are proud of 

the reputation we are building here at Humphry 

Davy as a destination for first class education in the 

industry.‛ 

The launch night marked the opening of the 

restaurant and the first of our student led pop up 

feast nights, planned to help students better 

understand what it is like to work within the catering 

industry.   

Ambition... 



Aspire... 



Humphry Davy Interact 

Mr Royle, along with student Sky, visited St Buryan 

Academy this term, giving an assembly to their students 

about the Humphry Davy Interact group.  They shared 

stories and photos from the HDI’s trip to Uganda earlier 

this year and Sky spoke about the current work the HDI 

are undertaking.  The students and friends of St Buryan 

Academy have kindly raised around £80 to go towards 

the charitable work the HDI do; this was presented to 

Sky with great thanks. 

Sky was half way through her presentation when a Year 

1 student on the front row, sitting right at Sky’s feet felt a 

little unwell.  To everyone’s shock this feeling of being 

unwell turned into a large amount of sick at Sky’s feet! 

Unperturbed Sky simply said ‚Oh dear, would you like a 

tissue?‛ and carried on with her speech once the 

teachers had attended to the young lady.   

It takes a great deal of courage to stand up in front of 

a crowd and to deal with someone being sick at your 

feet in such a professional way is certainly something to 

be proud of.  Congratulation Sky, you are a very 

talented young lady.   

Chaos lecture for Aspire students  

‘Aspire’ students at Humphry Davy School have been 

exploring the Chaos Theory, thanks to a lecture at 

Penwith College.  

The lecture by Andy Fletcher entitled ‚Chaos and 

Complexity‛ explained the ideas behind some of the 

most interesting areas of Science, including our love 

of cats, the human brain, raining snakes and 

hurricanes.  

Mrs Rodger, Science, said: ‚The lecture was fantastic! 

Topics that would otherwise be difficult to understand 

were explained with enticing scenarios. In opposition 

to Sir Isaac Newton’s idea of the mechanistic, 

deterministic universe, the Chaos Theory explores how 

the world does not work like clockwork and things 

can happen for apparently no reason at 

all.  According to the Chaos Theory, everything in the 

world has an element of unpredictability and even 

the smallest thing, such as a butterfly flapping its 

wings, can cause a massive event such as a 

hurricane in the North Atlantic.‛   

The attending students, currently in years 8-10, are all 

part of the Aspire Programme, which helps the more 

able students to achieve their true potential.  The 

programme not only focuses on GCSE performance 

but also developing transferrable skills to better 

prepare students to enter the adult world, giving them 

the opportunity to access the top college and 

university courses. 

As one of our students, Sky, concluded ‚The lecture 

was truly inspiring, introducing new aspects of Science 

that we do not routinely learn in school and I’m sure 

everyone feels the same; it was informative, clearly 

explained and I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as 

I did.‛ 

For more information on the Aspire Programme please 

visit: http://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/198/

aspire 

Charity... 



Musicians from Bendigo Visit HDS 

 

Humphry Davy School was delighted to welcome a 

group of musicians from Bendigo, Australia. The group 

of thirty musicians spent two days at the school where 

they followed a wide and varied programme. 

Excursions to St Michael’s Mount and other local sights 

were very much enjoyed, as was their time at school. 

They spent time in lessons and also had a go at 

making their own pasties in the new state of the art 

Humphry Davy kitchens. 

The group also gave a short concert to students in 

Year 7 and 8 which was very much appreciated and 

enjoyed by the enthusiastic 100 strong audience. 

There are strong links between Penzance and 

Bendigo and there are many families in Bendigo with 

Cornish roots, the Cornishmen having travelled there 

some generations ago due to mining. The group’s 

conductor was very keen to find some of his family 

members in Redruth! The group followed up this 

mining heritage and had a fascinating day at Geevor 

mine. 

No surprise to many is that teenagers are teenagers 

the world over and so, time was also spent chatting 

about global issues such as teachers, hair styles, 

fashion sense and Snapchat! It was a wonderful 

opportunity for students from Cornwall to make friends 

with those from the other side of the world. 

There were also some exciting discussions about 

possible future collaborations so please watch this 

space. . . 

Collaborate... 
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Celebrating Sporting Success 

The Year 8 rugby team took part in the annual 

county tournament at Penrice Academy in St Austell 

this term. After finishing with some success in the 

group games, we finished in third position and so 

faced teams that had finished in third place from the 

other groups. A narrow defeat to Richard Lander was 

followed by a draw against Mounts Bay and victories 

over Launceston and Penair.  

Well done to the Year 7 and 10 Netball teams who 

both won their fixtures against Cape Cornwall School 

this term. This was our Year 7's first netball match 

playing together as a team and they played really 

well. Some great attacking and defensive skills 

displayed!!  

A fantastic team performance against Hayle saw 

Humphry Davy come away second best. A year 10 

team which played the full game with two less  

 

players than Hayle put up a valiant effort, showing 

resilience and character to be competitive 

throughout. Hayle were an experienced team and 

this showed, scoring several tries early on. This was 

very hard to come back from with Hayle winning the 

game. The referee commended Humprhy Davy on 

their sportsmanship applauding the behaviour on 

and off the pitch. 

The Year 11s starting off very positively scoring first 

with a fantastic team try putting all their hard work at 

training into play. Hayle fought back with some well 

worked trys of their own sending it to half time very 

evenly matched. As the game went on HDS fatigued 

and Hayle were able to make some substitutions 

which made the difference. However we did 

manage to score another try and ended the game 

on a high. Hayle coming away with the win at the 

final whistle. 
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Headteacher’s Reflections 

What an amazing half term!  As per the norm there 

have been a huge array of enrichment events, trips 

and visits as reflected in this newsletter – so much so, 

we have run out of space to capture it all!  

Year 7 students hit the ground running in September 

and have demonstrated a fabulous positive attitude 

to their studies and their performance evenings were 

a delight to behold; so enjoyable seeing students 

come together, overcome their fears and 

demonstrate the confidence they have to perform in 

front of friends, parents and carers. Across all the 

year groups there is much to celebrate! 

Interest in the school continues to grow and it has 

been an absolute pleasure taking record numbers of 

prospective parents on tours of the school and 

witnessing the positive attitudes within the classes 

and around the site. I am proud of the students but  

 

every tour also reminds me what a fantastic job the 

staff do in lessons and beyond, going the extra mile, 

and I am certain students, parents and carers would 

join me in thanking them all. 

In addition to wonderful extra-curricular and sporting 

activities, it was fantastic this week to see the school 

recognised for the high quality of outcomes in the 

DfE School Performance Tables. Going forward I am 

confident the achievements will only continue to get 

even better year on year! 

I wish you all an enjoyable, relaxing and safe half 

term holiday and I look forward to students returning 

on Tuesday 31
st
 October (A quick reminder that the 

school is closed for staff training on Monday 30
th

 

October). 

 

Bill Marshall, Headteacher 


