
CommunityMatters
May 2022

Cover: Bubbles, Bubbles, Science and Bubbles
 INSIDE:
•	 Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award
•	 Raising	Money	For	Charity
•	 Sporting	Success



Explore...

Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award	2022

Silver	Award

Congratulations to the 21 Year 10 students who 
successfully completed their Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh’s practice expedition. 

Even with tired legs and aching feet, it is clear 
that everyone enjoyed their weekend of 
walking and camping out, enjoying culinary 
delights such as ‘fried Soreen loaf’ and being 
awoken by the wildlife! 

There is a strong bond between all the 
groups who showed great determination and 
resilience. They are now well prepared for 
whatever Bodmin Moor throws at them for their 
full expedition later this term. We look forward 
to hearing how you get on!

Bronze	Award

Our Bronze Award students have now  
completed their training in first aid, map  
reading, putting up tents and using the trangias 
to cook super noodles. They have also done 
their first evening map reading walk.

Well done to everyone involved!  HDS facilitated 
a record number of Bronze participants this 
year and it was fantastic to see our dedicated 
staff being formally recognised for the excellent 
work they all do when we received our re-
accreditation this year! 

The DofE award scheme is a truly enriching 
extra-curricular activity.  With an abundance of 
skills learned and memories made our students 
will most definitely draw upon this invaluable 
experience in the future. 



Confidence...



Belonging...

Geography	Fieldwork	in	St	Ives

Year 10 geography students visited St Ives this 
half term to carry out their geography fieldwork 
in both the human and physical aspects of 
geography. 

The aim of the day was for students to prove 
or disprove two hypotheses – “The changing 
beach profile affects the properties at St Ives” 
and “The Wharf area of St Ives should be 
pedestrianised”. 

With both staff and students eager to get  
outside and learn in the field, a great time 
was had by all.  Our students were absolutely 
fantastic and, despite the torrential rain, they 
got stuck in, showed their commitment to 
learning and had lots of fun in the process!  

All students represented HDS to the highest 
of standards and many members of the 
public commented on their attitudes and  
engagement during their fieldwork. 

Well done Year 10!



Belonging... Opportunity...



Imagination...

KYBA	Visit	to	Eden

A group of enthusiastic Year 7 students travelled 
to the Eden Project for the KYBA (Kernow Youth 
Book Award) ‘Celebration of Reading’ event.  
 
This was an inspirational day of authors speaking 
about the writing process, their inspiration, 
as well as their latest books. There was also a 
literary quiz in which HDS students excelled in 
the general literature and Harry Potter section!
 
Our students met authors and poets Emily Barr, 
Karl Nova, Rob Badcock and Claire Owen and 
experienced a reading from a young student 
who has also written several books!  Everyone 
especially enjoyed the exciting performances 
by one of the UK’s leading poets and hip-hop 
artists, Karl Nova.
 
There was plenty of time after the show for 
students to ask questions, get books signed, 
take photos, and buy themselves several new 
books. Thanks go to Rob Badcock who gave 
them one of his books for free!  
 
It was great for the KYBA group to get back to 
‘business as usual’.  So much fun was had by all 
and it was amazing to be back at the annual 
Youth Book Awards!



Participate...Imagination...

Visiting	the	Hall	for	Cornwall

Students from HDS travelled to the new Hall for 
Cornwall to watch Blood Brothers; a musical by 
Liverpudlian playwright Willy Russell.  
 
The musical revolves around twin boys 
(Mickey and Edward) who are separated at 
birth and brought up in completely different  

King	Edward	Mine

A group of Year 8 students were invited to 
visit King Edward mine in Troon this term in  
preparation for the Cornish School Mining 
Games. Taking part in Mineral separation, 

Muay Thai Winner

A big ‘well done’ goes to Erin, a Year 7 student who travelled to Cardiff 
this month to compete in her first Muay Thai fighting competition.

Muay Thai, sometimes referred to as Thai boxing, is a martial art and 
combat sport that uses stand-up striking along with various clinching 
techniques.

Erin competed bravely, conserving her energy the best she could to 
ensure she put up a good fight throughout all the rounds.  This tactic 
proved beneficial and led to Erin winning her rounds!  It was lovely to 
see Erin beaming from ear to ear as she showed off her trophy around 
school.  

She will compete again in July and we look forward to hearing how 
she gets on!

Surveying, Panning, Hand steeling and 
Mucking (moving rocks around a course), they 
learned about mining at South Crofty, and 
came away feeling well prepared for the real 
event!

environments in the city. The play, set in the 
1960s, offered our students the opportunity to 
consider social class, inequality, superstition, 
and fate during this time.  
 
The music, staging and acting were 
truly engaging and inspiring;  a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to experience a 
live performance. 



Charity...

Raising	Money	for	Macmillan	Cancer	Support

This term our Prefect team, lead by Mr Ball, 
were busy raising money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  They gave our school community 
plenty of opportunities to get involved  
including a car wash, cake sale, guess the 
sweets and a ticketed staff karaoke lunchtime 
concert!  
 
It truly was a fun week of charitable   
activities; lots of laughter…and an amazing 
amount of money raised for a very worthy 
cause. 



Charity... Achieve...

The	‘Humphry	Davy	Prize’	Winner

Congratulations to Year 11 student, Oscar, who is this year’s 
winner of the ‘Humphry Davy Prize’! 

Awarded by Penzance Town Council, the prize is given to  
a student who best captures the ‘spirit’ of Sir Humphry 
Davy.  Oscar was selected from all schools in the  
Penzance area and we couldn’t be prouder.  He 
has always been an enthusiastic student and we are  
overjoyed he has been more widely recognised for his 
efforts!
 
Oscar was presented with his prize by the Mayor in a 
ceremony at St Johns Hall.  Well done!

Non-Fiction	Writing	Workshop

On Tuesday 10th May, a group of Year 10 
English Language students took part in a 
non-fiction writing workshop, delivered by 
professional writer Kate Sladen. This was a 
perfect opportunity for students to experience 
‘real-life’ writing and step inside the world of a 
professional writer. 

Word	Millionaires

The HDS Library is a great place to 
explore a wide range of both fiction 
and non-fiction and we continue to 
encourage all students to get reading!  
We have been monitoring the number 
of words our students have been 
reading, using our Accelerated Reader 
programme, and students have been 
busy quizzing on all their completed 
books to gain the title of a ‘Word 
Millionaire’!  

Well done to Poppy on becoming 
a ‘Word Multi-Millionaire’, having 
read over two million words, and to 
Scarlett and Kit who are our two new 
‘Word Millionaires’!  All have been 

 
Kate shared her writing insights and processes, 
equipping our students with new skills and ideas.  
A big ‘well done’ to everyone who took part, 
and many thanks to Kate; students are looking 
forward to sharing their broadsheet articles with 
her soon.

awarded with a certificate and a prize for their fantastic 
achievement.  You should be very proud!

If you have any questions about how to get involved 
please see Ms Atkins in the library.



Aspire...

Careers	@	HDS

Skills	Show

This term our students had the opportunity to 
visit the Skills Show at Wadebridge Show 
Ground.  The show offered hands on 
opportunities for our students to try out new 
skills.  Various industries were represented 
which enabled the students to experience 
sectors of employment that they had 
possibly not thought about before.  

Entrepreneurial	Workshop

We also welcomed representatives from the 
Digital Penninsular Network who delivered 
entrepreneurial workshops for students 
expressing an interest in starting up their 
own businesses.  The workshops culminated 
in a ‘Dragons Den’ style presentation, with 
students looking at a business idea and 
the associated marketing and financing 
involved.   Great ideas for the future.

Falmouth	University	Visit

A group of Year 9 students had the  
opportunity to tour the Falmouth University 
campus and find out more about 
university life.  Our students explored the 
facilities available and spoke with student 
ambassadors about a range of topics from 
study facilities, accommodation, finances 
and social life (including 250 societies!) - 
everything that makes up life as a uni student 
at Falmouth!  They also had the opportunity 
to participate in an architecture and 
sustainability challenge and they left with 
a much better idea of what the university 
pathway could mean for them.

Post	16	Options	Workshop

At HDS, we recognise that leaving secondary 
school and taking the ‘next steps’ can 
be a challenging time for young people.  
With so many different qualifications and 

pathways to choose from, receiving a wide range 
of information and guidance is vital in making 
informed choices for the future.  By engaging 
with a variety of professionals and employers, we 
enable our young people to gain experience 
and an insight into many different careers.  

This term, we were excited to welcome three 
members of our Alumni family back to HDS to 
deliver a Post 16 options workshop for our Year 10 
students. 

We would like to extend our thanks to Giz 
Edwards, Imogen Brooks and Sam Rae for 
giving us an insight into their individual career 
paths.  It was a wonderful experience for our 
students and it certainly left them all thinking. 

We look forward to welcoming you back soon.



Educate...

Bubbles,	Bubbles,	Science	and	Bubbles!	
 
We were excited to host the ‘Explorer Dome’ at 
HDS this term to provide an exciting Chemistry 
Show for Year 7 and 8 students. 
 
Students unravelled the mystery of gasses and 
delighted in the unexpected behaviour of 
bubbles that float and sink, grow or shrink, burn 
and even explode!
 
Everyone had a fantastic time, and we 
look forward to further investigation and 
experimentation in our science lessons.



Talent...

HDS	Perform	at	Summer	Showcase
 
This term HDS Music, in collaboration with 
Penwith College, presented their ‘Summer 
Showcase’ at the Zennor Theatre in Penwith 
College. 

The evening was a celebration of voice, 
percussion, wind and other ‘unamplified’ acts 
from the vast range of music being made at 
HDS. Highlights of the evening included the 
debut outing of ‘Sonic Uke’ -  our very own 
ukulele orchestra, who proved you can make a 
big impact on a little guitar! 

The evening also featured performances from 
the HDS Music Scholars who have been working 
together in small ensembles from saxophones 
quartets to guitar duets. They even gave us a 
taste of 19th century sea shanties in the form of 
‘Soon May the Wellerman Come’. 
 

For many students this was the first time they 
had performed in front of an audience and for 
many more, it was the first chance they have 
had to perform to their friends and family since 
March of 2020.  It was wonderful to get back on 
stage doing what we all love! 
 
The evening was a great success and a 
fantastic reminder of the uplifting nature of 
live performance. Throughout 2021 and 2022 
students have continued to work hard on their 
performance skills, even without the natural 
goal of a public performance. It was great 
to finally showcase their hard work and be 
rewarded with a theatre full of smiling faces. 
Well done to all those involved.  



Talent... Respect...

HDI	-	Raising	Funds	Once	Again!

Headteacher, Mr Marshall and PE teacher, Miss 
Stovell, along with Interactors Oscar, Kit, Daisy 
and Elsie presented a cheque to Del James, 
incoming President of Mounts Bay Rotary.  The 
Interact Club have been working very hard and 
should be very proud of their fundraising efforts 
– raising money which will be sent to Ukraine. 

A spokesman for the Rotary Club had this to 
say: “What an amazing organisation Humphry 
Davy School Interact Club is! Through ongoing 
fundraising, including recent cake stalls and 
non-uniform days, the club has raised £500 to 
help victims of the war in Ukraine. The money 
will be added to the £1,300 already raised by 
Mounts Bay Rotary and sent to Eastern Europe 

where local Rotarians will support refugees from 
the war who are now homeless due to no fault 
of their own.”

If you would like to get involved in fundraising 
for this worthy cause, Mounts Bay Rotary Club  
can be contacted via:
secretary@mountsbayrotary.org.uk

Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
My weekly newsletter to parents and carers 
hopefully provides a good insight into the 
wonderful range of curricular and extra-
curricular activities and events that take place 
here at Humphry Davy. Letters though, cannot 
replace the sense of connection generated by 
meeting face-to-face. It has been so uplifting 
to properly meet so many parents and carers 
for the first time this term since the beginning 
of the pandemic; whether at our informal 
open evening for Years 7 & 8, our Year 8 Parent 
and Carer Consultation or the many music, 
artistic and sporting events hosted on site. 
Family support is essential to the success of 
your children and a massive ‘Thank you!’ to all 
parents and carers across the community. I look 
forward to seeing many more of you at Sports 
Day, our summer concerts and more next term. 
 
Well done to our students in Years 10 and 11 
who have been incredibly busy with their GCSE 
examinations and have demonstrated such a 
positive attitude. The extended examination 
series this year is incredibly demanding and 
I remain impressed by their resilience and 
determination to succeed. Revision and study 

aid resources remain available online via 
Satchel:One over the half term break. 
 
Finally from me, at 21:45 on Thursday 2nd 
June, we are privileged to be lighting one of 
five official Penzance Royal Platinum Jubilee 
Beacons here at Humphry Davy School.  We 
have seen many, many changes over the past 
70 years during the Queen’s reign, not least  
the formation of Humphry Davy School 
following the reorganization of the Penzance 
Grammar and Lescudjack Schools in 1980, and 
the opening of the Chynoweth block by the 
Queen’s daughter, Princess Anne, in 1999. The 
values of excellence, belonging and pride in 
the school and community have underpinned 
throughout to the current day. 

Details of all the Platinum Jubilee events in 
Penzance are available via the website. 
 
However you spend your half term and Platinum 
Jubilee weekend, have an amazing one! We 
look forward to welcoming students back on 
Monday 6th June. 

Mr Marshall, Headteacher



Team Work...

Sport	@	HDS!		
 
Athletics

This term the boys athletics team made the 
short journey to Carn Brea to complete in the 
first round of the ESAA English Schools Track and 
Field Cup 2022.   

The boys showed amazing courage and 
resilience which was fantastic considering 
that, for many, this was their first athletics  
competition. Superb leadership was 
demonstrated by our senior boys who took 
charge and made sure all members of the 
team were in the right place at the right time. A 
big well done to all who took part.

Surfing

Ten students took part in the Cornwall 
School Games surfing qualifier event in Praa 
Sands. Students ranged from those that had  
previously competed in surfing events, to first 
time competitors.  Everyone took part in great 
spirits with superb sportsmanship being shown. 

HDS qualified for all four of the day’s finals, 
claiming medals in the Bodyboarding and 
Senior Boys events. Just over half of the team 
have qualified for the finals which will be held in 
Perranporth, late June.  We can’t wait to hear 
how you get on!  



Team Work... Compete...



Inspire...

Rugby	Success

Congratulations to Year 9 student, Angus, on 
winning the ‘Most improved forward’ award 
for his position as Prop (tight head) at the Hayle 
Under 15’s Rugby Club! 

The whole team have done really well this 
season and Angus has held his position well, 
pushing forward and ensuring his team didn’t 
lose a scrum! 

Well done Angus on this fantastic achievement!

Textiles	Students	Get	Inspired
 
Year 9 textile students have just begun a new project focusing 
on garment construction.  Over the coming weeks, students 
will be exploring how to construct garments; transforming 2D 
shapes into 3D forms. 

Inspired by artist Barbara Hepworth, students are incorporating 
the use of strong organic shapes to form the structure of their 
pieces.  A recent visit to the Hepworth Sculpture Garden in St 
Ives allowed students to explore the artist’s finished work, as well 
as the environment in which she created them.  Returning from 
the visit with sketchbooks full of design ideas, observational 
drawings and detailed notes, students will now use their  
research to further their design ideas. 



Environment...

The	Gifts	Trees	Give
 
Taking part in a competition run by ‘Love 
Trees Cornwall’, our students have been busy 
exploring ‘The Gifts Trees Give’.

At HDS we are blessed with some amazing 
outside spaces in which to learn.  Our school 
grounds, packed with flora and fauna, were 
a great place for our students to turn to for 
inspiration for their competition entry.

Using The Woodland Trust’s ‘Tree ID’ app, 
students have explored the school site, finding 
out interesting facts about the trees around 
them.  

In English lessons, students wrote about natural 
growth, and used imagery to voice their 
thoughts and feelings about trees.  Outside 
of the classroom, students took bark and leaf 
rubbings, built shelters, and explored the wildlife 
the trees support.  

Growing our own saplings from seed was also 

great fun…allowing students to capture a 
time lapse of the remarkable growth that can  
emerge from one small pip!

Pulling all of their experiences together, our 
students have created a superb short video  
which has now been entered into the 
competition.

Check out our website to see more….and fingers 
crossed for the competition!

Well done everyone!

Youth	Speaks	Winners

Congratulations to Oscar, Tom and Isaac who 
are the winners of the intermediate round of 
this year’s Youth Speaks debating competition.  

The boys put together a short video where they 
debated the motion ‘Social media is the opium 
of the masses’.  

Well done boys!



Community...

HDI	Blown	Away	By	Donations

Our wonderful HDI team (Humphry Davy 
Interact) ventured into Penzance this half term 
to speak with local business owners.
 
The team has been very busy organising a fund 
raising event which is due to take place after 
half term. 

The team received amazing support from local 
businesses who have provided some wonderful 
donations. The generosity from our community 
has blown us away! 

All money raised will be donated to The Rotary 
Club Poland and West Cornwall Women’s Aid 

(HDI’s international and local charities for this 
year). 
 
Miss Stovell told us, “The level of maturity, 
confidence and politeness of the HDI team 
was outstanding; you were all a credit to our 
school”. 
 
We’ll share further information about the event 
with students and parents after half term, via 
mentoring, our website and Parentmail.  

We look forward to getting the whole school 
community involved and raising lots of money 
for these wonderful charities. 



Collaborate..



Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18	2TG
t:	01736	363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

04.06.22 Platinum Tea Party – Morrab Gardens Bandstand

25.06.22 Mazey Day

29.06.22 Year 11 Leaver’s Ball

29.06.22 Sports Day

06.07.22 & 07.07.22 Summer Play - Grimm Tales 

11.07.22 Activities Week
 
21.07.22 Last Day of Term (School Closes 12:30)

22.07.22 Staff Training Day (School Closed to Students)

25.07.22 Staff Training Day (School Closed to Students)

26.07.22 Staff Training Day (School Closed to Students)

Platinum	Communi-Tea	Party	
Venue	-	Morrab	Gardens
Date - Saturday 4th June

On Saturday 4th June, Penzance Council will be hosting a 
Platinum Communi-Tea Party in Morrab Gardens from 11am – 
3pm. Organised in partnership with Pengarth Day Centre, and 
featuring live performances from The Big Dance Company, 
Penzance Silver Band, Humphry Davy School, and Pensans 
Morris, the Communi-Tea Party will provide something for 
everyone to celebrate this historic occasion!

Royal	Platinum	Jubilee	Beacon	Lighting	
Venue	-	HDS	Memorial	Garden
Date	-	Thursday	2nd	June

9:30pm
Vocal Duet performance followed by Headteacher’s address
 
9:45pm
Lighting of the beacon


