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Bronze	Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award

This term HDS students have been adventuring in 
our stunning Cornish landscape as part of their 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  Although 
the expeditions could not take place in their 
usual way due to national restrictions, the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award is a valuable (and life- 
changing) experience for many of our students, 
and we did not want them to miss out! 

Unable to camp out overnight, the expeditions 
took part over two consecutive days.  Our 
students tackled a range of different weathers 
during their hikes and, it is safe to say, a warm 
bed (rather than a tent for the night) was a 
welcomed promise!  

Friday morning arrived and the groups of intrepid 
explorers descended on St Just.  After a final 

Opportunity...

briefing the students dispersed to the four corners 
of the village to start on their long journey towards 
St Buryan.  West Penwith was transformed; the 
quiet country paths echoing with the sounds of 
marching feet and laughter.  Camping stoves 
were used during their lunch stops where a range 
of culinary feasts were prepared!

With a huge sense of achievement, they made 
their way to the finish line at Land’s End.  Students 
were greeted with the reward of hugs from family 
and a promise of a relaxing Sunday to recharge 
before school on Monday morning.  

What an incredible achievement!  The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award is such a fantastic experience 
and opportunity for all HDS students and 
everyone is encouraged to take part.  Well done 
to everyone who completed this year’s bronze 
expeditions!



Adventure...



Collaboration...

Cash for Kids Day

On Friday 14th May we joined Pirate 
FM in raising money as part of their 
first Cash for Kids Day!  

This past year has certainly been 
difficult for everyone, but there are 
many families living in Cornwall who 
have reached crisis point and are 
in need of assistance; all the funds 
raised  will go towards assisting 
those in the most need.  

Thank you to everyone who donated 
money to this well deserving cause!

Updates From MFL
 
Our Year 10 Spanish group have been enjoying  
a video link with a class in our new partner school 
in Gran Canaria, ‘The British School of Gran  
Canaria’.  Students have been exchanging 
videos in English and Spanish to introduce 
themselves and to talk about their hobbies 
and school life. Our students have even been  
sending some useful feedback to help improve 
the English skills of our friends in Gran Canaria! 

Our Year 10 French class have also been busy  
this term.   Our usual exchange trip is unable to take 
place this year, due to restrictions, but students 
have been producing their first instalment of a 
video exchange with our partner school in Le 
Nivot, France.  Our relationships with our partner 
schools are very important to us and what better 
way is there to keep in touch during this time!   
We eagerly await their response and look forward 
to further video communications with them all. 
 
Earlier this year, some of our Year 11 students, 
studying French and Spanish, submitted some 
impressive entries to the Cambridge Language 
Collective Writing Competition.  These entries 
were written entirely in either French or Spanish.  
We would like to congratulate Sky on winning 
second place in the Junior Individual category 

with her fascinating book review on Jacques 
Salomé’s, ‘Contes à guerir, Contes à grandir’.  
Well done Sky! 

And finally, we want to thank our language 
assistant Léa for her contribution to the faculty 
over the past months.  Léa is returning to Paris 
after working with KS4 French students since 
October. Our students have loved being able to 
speak in French with Léa each week and she will 
certainly be missed.  HDS is lucky to welcome a 
new French Language Assistant to join us every 
year and we are always very sad to see them 
go! 



Collaboration... Creativity...

Catering club
 
All sorts of items have been cooked up in Year 7 Cooking club 
this term! From the deliciously chocolatey rocky road to seasonal  
choices of vegetables in frittata; there have been a hugely 
creative variety of dishes!  We’ve even used local fish and made 
fish fingers with an oregano and lemon zest crumb. It is fair to say 
these were a favourite, with some students going home empty 
handed (after a cheeky taste test)!

It is great to see the students 
getting involved in the kitchen!  
In many cases, culinary skills were 
learned over lockdown, and we 
look forward to more fabulous 
dishes being produced.  Keep 
practicing!

Acceptance	into	Exeter	School	of	Maths

We would like to say a big ‘well done’ to Year 11 
student Sky, who has secured a place at Exeter 
Maths School! This is no mean feat and you  
should be very proud of this fantastic  
achievement.

Exeter Maths School is known for being a 
competitive school to get into but when Sky 
applied we knew  she would be successful!   
We wish her all the very best in the next chapter 
of her educational life and look forward to 
hearing how she gets on!



Master Chef of Great Britain!

Huge congratulations to HDS Alumni, James!  

Whilst at school, James always displayed a  
real flare and passion for catering and it was 
clear that he would go on to do amazing  
things.  He gained the title of ‘Future Chef 
Champion’ whilst at HDS, impressing the judges 
with his tasty dish.  

This month James took part in the national 
competition, ‘Master Chefs of Great Britain’ for 
Sustainable Seafood.  With strong competition 
from coast to coast – Scotland to Cornwall – from 
professional to novice cooks, James was crowned 
the winner!  What a fantastic achievement, you 
should be so proud!  

James continues to study catering at Penwith 
College and will be joining some of our Year 9 
classes later this year for some seafood related 
workshops! 

Achieve...

Keep in Touch

Once again, the opportunity was given to all 
Year 11 students to join our Alumni Family.  We  
are very passionate about keeping in touch 

with our former students 
to hear about all the 
fantastic things you move 
on to do after HDS.  

We would love you to join 
our alumni network and 
stay connected with the 
school.  We look forward to 
sharing your experiences; 
helping to inspire our 
current students and give 
them more confidence 
in making decisions 
about their futures! 

You can choose how and 

when you help and signing up is quick and easy.  

It doesn’t matter when you left we would love to 
hear your story! 



Imagination...

‘The	Merchant	of	Venice’	Homework	Task

This term, as part of their English lessons, Year 
9 are studying Shakespeare’s ‘The Merchant 
of Venice’. 

This amazing painting of one of the main 
characters, Shylock, was created by Lilou as 
part of a choice of homework tasks! Lilou has 
really captured the character of Shylock and 
has demonstrated her wonderful talent! 

We were absoltuely blown away by the 
quality of Lilou’s homework which is now going 
to be displayed on the wall of Miss Pollock’s 
classroom! 

Amazing work and effort Lilou, you should be 
very proud. 

Sporting Success

Congratulations to everyone who took part in 
the first Penwith Mixed Football Tournament 
yesterday! It was our team’s first tournament 
outside of school and they demonstrated 
determination, excellence and respect.  

The team won all of the games they played 
throughout the tournament and claimed first 
place!  

Well done team, what an achievement!



Confidence...

Rehearsals in Full Swing
 
Rehearsals are in full swing for our upcoming 
production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. 
Students from all year groups have been working 
in their bubbles to develop their characters and 
are now starting to come together to bring their 
scenes to life. 

Being creative within Covid-19 guidelines has 
meant that our performance has been directed 
away from our traditional indoor stage and 
gave inspiration to use ‘in the round’ staging in 
an outdoor setting. Students have been able to 
take advantage of our beautiful school grounds 
to conjure up a dream like world and magical 
forest setting for the performance which will 
allow our audience to socially distance whilst 
watching our talented students perform their 
version of this Shakespeare classic.

We have a large cast that spans across all 
year groups.  Students are having lots of fun 

developing the comedy elements of the scenes 
and creating the magical moments that are 
full of surprises and high energy. The students 
are working hard to embrace the challenge of 
performing ‘in the round’ which makes every 
scene special from every angle. We also have 
plenty of backstage crew who are working 
together to get costumes, make-up, props and 
the music ready for show week. 

The play is full of adventures including energetic 
cheeky fairies playing naughty tricks, a group 
of actors trying to practice their play, a singing 
donkey headed human and an epic argument 
about who loves who the most!

So get your picnic blankets ready for a fun filled 
performance full of magical fairies, mischief, 
mechanical mayhem and more. We can’t wait!



Participation...Confidence...



Discover...

Year 7 Get Their Hands Dirty!
 
As part of their Science lessons, Year 7 students 
have been busy rolling up their sleeves and 
putting their energy into some digging and 
planting in the school allotment this term. 

They’ve been developing a range of useful skills 
whilst having a brilliant time learning about how 
plants grow and where our food comes from. 

So far, they’ve helped to grow and plant 
tomatoes, carrots, beetroot, peas, beans, 

pumpkins, courgettes, sweet peas and  
sunflowers! 

Although the weather has been against them 
at times, they’ve shown endless enthusiasm and 
are looking forward to being able to harvest 
-and eat- the fruits of their labours.

Keep up the fantastic work Year 7!  We look 
forward to watching your plants grow and 
seeing the outcomes. 



Team Work...Discover...



Success...

G7 Journalists

Two HDS students, Mareme and Isaac, have 
been chosen as young journalists for the G7 
summit!  They will be spending three days 
at Falmouth University media hub over the 
weekend of the G7 where they will practice 
their journalistic skills. 

Both students had to apply for the role and  
were chosen form hundreds of applicants from 
across Cornwall to become two out of the 
eleven local students chosen! 

A huge accolade – their families are very proud 
and so are we!

The PiXL Edge Programme

As a school that believes fundamentally in 
students striving to be the best they can be we 
introduced the PiXL Edge programme, open to 
all year groups. 
 
PiXL Edge is a framework for secondary schools to 
develop and accredit our students the attitudes, 
attributes and skills essential for employability 
and life.

All students start on the PiXL EDGE Apprentice 
pathway and on successful completion of all 10 
tasks, they graduate to the PiXL EDGE Graduate 

pathway which requires them to complete 8 in 
depth tasks. 

The programme centres around the LORIC 
principles and helps demonstrate and track how 
they show: Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, 
Initiative and Communication.

We are delighted that in the short space of a 
half term 4 students have already completed 
apprentice level!

Congratulations to: Caitlin, Keanna, Holly and 
Thea!



Success... Aspire...

Junior Researcher!
 
Congratulations to Science Ambassador, Joe, who has won 
the University of Exeter’s ‘Junior Researcher Competition’! 

During the most recent lockdown, Joe completed his research 
project on the production of high-quality precipitated Calcium 
Carbonate using genetically modified bacteria. 

Joe has demonstrated excellent scientific research skills 
throughout this project. What a great way to make the most 
of his time during lockdown! 

His full written project is now on display for everyone to see in 
the science corridor. 

Well done Joe!

This half term our staff have been 
very busy focusing on supporting 
Year 11 students with making their 
final decisions regarding their next 
steps beyond HDS.  Therefore,  
with applications to colleges 
completed, and apprenticeships 
obtained our students are ready 
to embark of the next stage of 
their life.  As mentioned earlier in 
the newsletter, one student has 
applied to Exeter Maths School, 
some to Cornwall School of Maths 
and Science, and some are  
looking at joining the Forces.

Whatever path they have chosen, 
we wish them all the very best  
and know that we have equipped 
them with the valuable skills and  
life experiences they need to go  

out into the world of work and be successful.

Our Year 10 students have also had a range of career support 
opportunities this term.  Our support sessions have gone digital 
and we have been lucky to receive the following virtual 
presentations from; 
 
- Falmouth University (creative careers and University life)
- Next Steps South West (Post 16 options and qualifications)
- Penwith College
- Truro College 
- Cornwall College
- Cornwall School of Maths and Science
- Amazing Apprenticeships
- International Baccalaureate 
  (What is it and how is it different to A levels)

These sessions have been invaluable to our students, helping 
them paint a picture of what opportunities await them and 
how to choose the right channel for them as individuals.  

To all students who are still making decisions about their 
futures beyond HDS, please contact our careers advisor  
Mrs Richards who is located in the school library.  She loves 
to talk all things careers and would be happy to help!  
Or you can email her directly on:

hrichards@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk



Compete...

Football Festival
 
During the last week of this half term students 
have been involved in a ‘Football Festival’ here 
at HDS!  Every day this week, year group bubbles 
have taken to the field during lunchtime and 
have competed in their tutor groups to become 
victorious!  It was lovely to see everyone getting 
involved and the friendly competitive nature 
across all year groups.  The festival was a 
brilliant way to bring this school term to a close.   
Well done to everyone who took part! 



Compete... Get Involved...



Keep In Touch
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who had their Leavers’ Assembly today. Twain’s 
words apply equally to all our current students 
at HDS. 

As can be seen in this newsletter, without doubt, 
‘the more you invest yourself at Humphry Davy, 
the more you will get out of your time here.’ So 
enjoy the half term holiday, relax and recharge 
the batteries, as we have a busy, busy time 
ahead of us!

Have a great half term!

Mr Marshall, Headteacher

Headteachers Reflections

“Be proud of who you are and where you come 
from, and in a world where you can be anything, 
be kind. 

Twenty years from now you will be more 
disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than 
by the ones you did do. 

So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the 
safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover.”

Drawing upon the words of the author Mark 
Twain, who died in 1910 (coincidentally the 
same year that the Humphry Davy main school 
building was built), the words above formed the 
basis of my message for our Year 11 students, 

Talking Climate Change
 
Student activists and ‘Plastic Free HDS’ 
supporters, Ida and Lily, talked with local MP and 
the UK Environment Minister, George Eustice, to 
challenge what he is doing to tackle climate 
change and his thoughts about the Climate 
and Ecological Emergency Bill.  

Growing up in Cornwall both our students are 
extremely passionate about the beautiful 
environment we all call home.  Over the years 
they have seen, first-hand, the devastating 
effects of climate change and have made it 
their mission to raise awareness around the issue.   

A short video has been created on some of the 
key points of their discussion with Mr Eustice.  
An interesting watch for all, be sure to check 
it out on YouTube by using the following web 
address. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zxog_gN9aj0


