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Skiing in Andorra!
 
During the Easter break, an enthusiastic group 
of students travelled to Andorra for a week on 
the mountains.  After a long coach journey, the 
students settled into their 4* accommodation, 
before taking to the slopes the following day.  The 
perfectly groomed pistes were amazing; ideal 
for those skiing for the first time, and for those 
with more experience. Throughout the week, the 
students gained in confidence and, by the end of 
the week, they were able to tackle some of the 
more difficult slopes with ease.  What a fantastic 
(and exhausting) week!  Well done all!

Opportunity...



Adventure...



Collaborate...

The Final Straw! 

In celebration of Sir David Attenborough’s 93rd 
Birthday we joined ‘Final Straw Cornwall’, ‘Beach 
Guardian’, ‘Final Straw Solent’ and ‘Wild Tribe 
Heroes’ for an entirely single use plastic free day! 

The aim of the day was to raise further awareness 
of the issues surrounding plastic pollution, ocean 
health and how our students can make a difference 
in their daily lives by making more sustainable 
choices. To help our students understand the 
impact of plastic on our environment, Humphry 
Davy School asked that, where possible, students 
were sent to school with reusable water bottles 
and no snacks wrapped in plastic (e.g. crisps and 
chocolate bars), substituting with homemade 
options wrapped in sustainable materials such 
as tin foil. Students were also asked to ditch the 
clingfilm opting for reusable containers or paper 
bags. The school’s restaurant also took further 
steps to remove any single use plastic from its 
service.  

Students took part in discussions throughout 
the day on how we can reduce the amount of 
plastic pollution endangering our wildlife and 
environment, encouraging students to be extra 
vigilant about littering and avoiding single use 
plastic wherever possible. The students were 
also given the opportunity to write letters to 
manufacturers, supermarkets, local Councillors 
and MPs to campaign against the plastic 
packaging we see every day on shop shelves.  

The day proved very successful in highlighting a 
few daily plastic habits that are easy to change, 
with one student commenting.

We have already made large steps in the battle 
against single use plastics such as introducing 
‘hydration stations’ with a reward system for using 
reusable bottles, opting for sustainable wooden 
cutlery and paper straws, as well as installing 
recycling points for bottles, batteries and pens 
across the school.  These are just a few of the 
changes the school has undertaken to help further 
protect our environment. 



Imagination...

Kernow Youth Book Award

On the 1st May members of the HDS Kernow 
Youth Book Award (KYBA) reading group 
travelled to the Eden Project for the ‘Annual 
Award Ceremony’, celebrating the books 
chosen by the young people of Cornwall. It was 
an inspirational day with book presentations and 
talks from six authors! 
Ten schools presented in total with our students 
putting together a dramatic piece inspired by 
the book ‘Orphan Monster Spy’. Author Matt 
Killeen, commented that he was almost moved 
to tears by our students’ performance! 

After the presentations, the authors spoke 
about how they had become writers; answering 

National	Deaf	Children’s	Society	Visit
 
We were lucky to welcome the National Deaf 
Children’s Societies ‘Big Purple Bus’ to Humphry 
Davy School this term.  Year 9 student, Ida, who is 
a member of the Youth Advisory Board (YAB) for 
the National Deaf Children’s Society, contacted 
NDCS to organise a special visit to HDS to deliver 
deaf awareness presentations and run workshops. 

Dozens of students from a range of year groups 
attended the workshops and, in Ida’s words, 
“the response was incredible; students were 
fingerspelling their names in BSL, talking to the 
volunteers about hearing technology and most 
importantly talking about deafness; spreading 

their deaf awareness tips amongst friends and 
family”.  

The Road Show also attracted interest from the 
local media!  Ida gave an amazing interview with 
Heart FM, commenting “I feel that the last few 
weeks are a starting point for a whole new aspect 
of Humphry Davy School and I will definitely be 
asking the Road Show to return next year!” 

Ida also created PowerPoint presentations to 
deliver to all four of our house assemblies with fellow 
students Amy and Bo. The talks focused on deaf 
awareness and their own personal experiences of 
living with a hearing impairment. 

questions, meeting the students, signing books and 
t-shirts, and even posing for the odd selfie! 

An amazing day was had by all and we can’t wait 
to attend again next year! 



Minack Theatre Performance

On Sunday 12th May, members of our Drama Club 
took to the stage at the famous Minack Theatre 
to perform a modern take on the story of Romeo 
and Juliet. 

The team had cleverly put together their piece, 
giving the audience the opportunity to watch 
the dramatization of the ‘#starcrossedlovers’ story 
unfold through social media. The weather was 
glorious and the whole cast gave a dynamic and 
powerful performance to an appreciative crowd 
of family, friends and visitors. 

The audience feedback was very positive, many 
saying how they had thoroughly enjoyed the 
powerful and thought-provoking take on the 
classic Shakespeare play.

Talent...

Our Allotment

Allotment Club has been busy this term planting peas, carrots 
and beetroot.  Cornish variety apple trees were planted in 
September and we are really pleased to see that they have 
made it through the Winter  and are starting to leaf this Spring.

Among the apple blossom we have a fantastic stand of Irises 
this Spring, which have helped supply Jikoni (our student led 
restaurant with flowers for their tables.

Pumpkin seedlings are about to be planted and we look 
forward to some enormous pumpkins this Autumn, hopefully 
in time for Halloween!



Participation...

Action Against Climate Change
 
We are always so proud of the interest our students 
have in global issues such as climate change 
and plastic reduction, so it was great to hear just 
what students Tamani and Ella have been getting 
up to. Both girls are extremely passionate about 
our environment, the future of our planet and 
issues surrounding climate change. So in order to 
demonstrate their concerns the girls organised a 
march through the town to the office of our local 
MP, Derek Thomas.  

With support from Greta’s movement ‘Fridays 
For Future’ they decided to register an official 
strike, setting up social media pages, highlighting 
their intended action and inviting other young 
people to join them.  They also contacted local 
Headteachers, Governors, Schools and former 

Members of Parliament to gain support and 
backing for their action.  They were amazed by the 
outstanding response they received from social 
media, and this encouragement really spurred the 
girls on.  

The turn out on the day was outstanding, with over 
350 people attending! Local schools, parents and 
other members of the public, were all represented 
and it was clear to see just how passionate 
Cornwall is about the future of our planet. The girls’ 
homemade banners took pride of place at the 
front of the march as they began walking.  

Tamani and Ella, as well as other fellow students, 
have vowed to continue their hard work and have 
already organised a second strike which took 
place on Friday 24th March.  



Getting Active in PE
 
To kick off this half term our girls dived straight in 
with an afternoon of competitive rugby! The first 
half of the afternoon was a coaching session 
held by three players from the Pirates rugby team 
(Toby Freeman, Tom Cowan Dickie and Tom 
Channon) and community coach, Phil Morris. The 
girls then practised their new skills in a selection of 
competitive matches against other local schools. 
All the girls involved did fantastically! 

As part of the school’s membership of the Youth 
Sport Trust we welcomed Annie Vernon, an 
Olympic rower and medallist, to the school to 
facilitate workshops for Year 7 and 8 students. With 
a focus on teamwork, leadership skills and decision 
making in the morning, Annie then worked with 
our Girls Active group in the afternoon to develop 
self-confidence and resilience. Without exception, 
all of the students commented on how valuable 
the day was and we hope that we can continue 
to work with Annie in the future.

Our Girls Active group also recently partnered up 
with Alverton Primary School for an afternoon of 
HIIT (High Intensity Interval Training)!  The girls led 
and planned the session on their own and proved 
to be amazing role models.   

The Year 8 cricket team have also been in action,  
playing their first fixture of the season. Luca and 

Team Work...

Riley made a good start, playing some great shots 
to score several boundaries during their innings. 
Although inexperienced, Tyler also contributed to 
the batting effort towards the end of the innings 
and there were also impressive fielding displays 
from both Jacks and Billy! Well done to all players 
involved.



Confidence...

Two of our footballing stars, Cayden and 
Keenan, have been selected to represent 
Cornwall in the Cornwall Youth International 
Tournament! 

The boys were selected for their outstanding 
individual performances at their local clubs 
and will be visiting France, Belgium, Germany 
and Holland on their tour. This is a truly well-
deserved opportunity of a lifetime, and we 
are delighted to have been able to help 
raise funds to sponsor their tour. 

We wish them luck, and look forward to 
hearing how they get on!

As part of the Cornwall School 
Games, a group of students 
took part in a range of different 
athletics competitions. All our 
students performed amazingly, 
showing true sportsmanship 
and supporting  each other  
throughout the day’s events.  
Well done to Micho and Freya 
who both achieved new personal 
bests in the long jump.  Not only 
did they smash the long jump 
but they both came away with 
first places in their 100m races! 
Tyler also leapt for victory in the 
high jump, walking away with first 
place.  

Well done to all our brilliant 
sporting students, we love hearing 
how you get on.  Here’s to another 
busy term! 



Enrichment...

Penzance Fire Station
 
The Science department have been investigating 
energy stores and transfers in lessons.  This term 
to help to further develop their understanding, 
students visited the local Fire  station to look at the 
technology Fire Fighters use in their work.
 
They took a tour of the fire engines and were 
given the chance to try on some of the protective 
gear, which was very heavy!  Experimenting with  
the thermal imaging cameras, students saw how 
much heat is generated by a humans hands and 
face learning that, although thick clothing stops 
some of the heat it does not impede thermal 
imagery altogether. 

The end of the day was spent using the hose which 
was great fun especially when they sprayed the 
water up into the air and got everyone wet!

Geography at HDS

Year 10 Geography students visited St Ives this term 
to conduct their fieldwork on Porthmeor beach. 
They were treated to some lovely weather and 
took to the beautiful white sands to get stuck in.  

In the morning they recorded the profile of beach, 
counted waves and measured long shore drift.

In the afternoon they moved across to the harbour 
where students surveyed traffic, pedestrian access 
and building use, before returning back to school 
to calculate the methods they used and consider 
what conclusions can be drawn.

A lovely and informative week was had by all our 
young geographers.  



Aspire...

Mock Trial Regional Finals! 

Thirteen Year 9 students travelled 
to Newport in Wales to compete in 
the regional finals of the Mock Trial 
Competition.  Having already won 
the local heats, they stepped up their 
game, competing against a wide range 
of schools. 

Set in a real court, the trials were 
incredibly tense!  The team’s opening 
statement speech (performed by 
student Nye) drew high praise from 
the competition judges.  Student 
Jowan followed this by demonstrating 
that he certainly has the potential to 
be a stubborn and intimidating legal 
prosecutor! 

The day was a great success with 
every student, from usher to legal 
representative to magistrate, playing 
their parts amazingly.  The team spoke 

so confidently in front of a court room of people in a very 
daunting environment. 

Whilst not fortunate enough to progress to the next round, the 
students certainly demonstrated professionalism, excellent 
critical thinking skills, and determination.  Well done, and we 
look forward to watching your legal skills develop further, 
and into future life! 

HDI Staff Quiz
 
Our brilliant HDI group successfully created and 
organised our annual staff quiz this term.  The aim 
of the afternoon was to continue their fund raising 
efforts for their chosen charities.  

The quiz went down a storm with many   staff  
getting involved.  It  is safe to  say  everyone’s  
competitive streak came out with plenty of 
‘correct answers’ being purchased.  The students 
took it in turns to outwit the staff with their cleverly 
thought out questions. From riddles to general 
knowledge, the quiz had it all. 

The teams were neck and neck throughout the 
game but Grenville were triumphant with an 
impressive 37 points! HDI raised a brilliant £70 
to add to their total and displayed amazing 
leadership and organisational skills.  Well done to 
everyone involved and thank you to everyone 
who donated!  



Key Dates For Your Diaries

07.06.19 Year 7 Trip to the Royal Cornwall Show 

10.06.19 KS3 Celebration Evening 

19.06.19 Sports Day

21.06.19 Year 11 Prom

29.06.19 Mazey Day

15.07.19 Activities Week 

24.07.19 Last Day of Term for Students
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Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
With exams underway for our Year 11 students, 
construction of the new build and the usual array 
of extracurricular activities; once again, it’s been 
another busy term here at Humphry Davy! 

‘Well done!’ to the Year 11 students who have 
conducted themselves impeccably during the 
first few weeks of their exams; their hard work is 
sure to pay off in the end, and we look forward to 
the ‘Year 11 Prom’ at Tregenna Castle in June. 

The new six-classroom Maths block is rapidly 
taking shape and will be a fantastic addition to 
our current facilities. Students, staff and visitors 
alike have commented positively on the speed of 
the build and minimal disruption and I would like 
to thank the school community for their patience 
and cooperation during this extensive building 
project.

We now look ahead to another busy half term, 

packed with opportunities for all year groups. 
Students will be visiting our partner school in 
Brittany, taking part in our annual Sports Day 
and Race for Life, and representing the school 
in Community Events. It is, of course, Penzance’s 
Golowan Festival in a few weeks’ time and we 
invite you to join us in the morning and afternoon 
Mazey Day parades, and do come along to 
watch our talented students perform from 14:00 
to 16:00 at the Humphry Davy Statue.

Finally, parents will recently have received a 
copy of the Kirkland Rowell Parental Survey for 
completion.  Your feedback is extremely valuable 
to us, and I would encourage all parents to please 
complete and return the survey to us after half 
term. Previous surveys have directly influenced 
investment decisions and we endeavour to listen 
and respond to your views wherever possible. 
Thank you in advance for taking the time to 
complete it and have a fantastic half term!

Mr Marshall, Headteacher

HDI Concert 

13th	June	6:30	–	8:00pm 

Join us for an evening of musical 
entertainment and dancing! 

With all proceeds going towards 
the ‘Little Princess Trust’ it is sure to be 

a fantastic event!  

£3.00 Adult      £1.50 Child/Student 

Our new classroom block in construction... 


