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Comic Relief 2021

HDS joined the country in celebrating ‘Red Nose 
Day’ on Friday 19th March.  A great opportunity 
to get back into familiar routines at HDS; have 
some fun, create some laughter, help others, and 
raise money to support people living incredibly 
tough lives. 

Adopting the Comic Relief mantra ‘We need  
the power of funny to turn laughs into lasting 
change’, students and staff spent the day 
wearing red and took part in various fund 
raising activities.  The HDS community were 
given a target of raising £850 with the promise 
of ‘gunging’ Mr Marshall, our headteacher! We 
smashed the target raising a brilliant £1,062 in 
total, and it is safe to say the fluorescent pink 
gunge certainly completed Mr Marshall’s outfit 
for the day!  

Students, staff and parents shared some of 
their favourite jokes, provoking some amusing 
moments as they were read during tutor time.  To 
brighten your day, here are some of the ‘worst’!
 
•‘Why did the banana go to the doctors? 

Because he wasn’t peeling very well!’
•‘Why did the man refuse to buy free-range 
chickens? Because he didn’t know where they 
had been.’
•‘What did the left eye say to the right eye? 
Between you and me, something smells!’ 
•‘What do you call the wife of a hippie? 
Mississippi.’
•‘Why aren’t koalas actual bears?   They don’t 
have the koalafications.’
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Success...

Sharing Achievements with the Class of 2020

We welcomed back our ‘Class of 2020’ to  
receive their Awards and GCSE Certificates.

While the current conditions did not allow for our 
traditional presentation evening in November 
2020, what remained of paramount importance 
was that we marked the occasion of them 
leaving school, moving on to the next chapter of 
their young lives and the contribution that they 
all made whilst with us.

We were excited to share with them the 
Yearbooks that were created to do just that!  
Staff members at HDS have been busy  
nominating students to recognise high 
attainment, making a real effort and being 
excellent role models in their subject areas.   
They also identified students whose contributions 

met the criteria for one of our sixteen Annual 
Special Awards. 

The yearbook pages are filled with all the 
wonderful memories that our students created 
during their time with us as well as details of all 
the award winners and some student reflections;   
a keepsake for them to cherish for years to come.  

Whilst their visit was very brief, it was so great to 
see everyone and hear about the wonderful 
journeys they have embarked upon!  We 
look forward to hearing more about how they 
progress and have encouraged them all to sign 
up to our alumni association.  

Congratulations to all our award winners. Your 
awards are well deserved and you should be 
very proud!



Success... Inspire...

Performing on The Voice UK!

Massive congratulations to HDS 2020 
leaver, Luca, who was selected to 
dance in the live final of The Voice UK!  
Luca travelled to London for a week of 
rehearsals with five other dancers and 
performed in three numbers on the 
show including the judges opening 
song!

What a fantastic opportunity! Luca 
was the youngest of the dancers and 
for his first professional job to be on an 
extremely popular, live, Saturday night 
ITV show, he certainly dived straight in 
at the deep end. Luca loved every 
minute and described it as ‘intense 
and hard work’ but ‘amazing’.

He continues to train at The Big Dance 
Company in Penzance with his mentor 
Lukas Mcfarlane while studying at 
Penwith College.  Well done Luca, 
we are extremely proud to hear of 
your achievements.  Be sure to keep 
in touch and let us know of all your 
future successes!  



Imagination...

World Book Day
 
Humphry Davy School celebrated ‘World Book 
Day’ in a slightly different ‘lock down’ way this 
year! 

Asked to dress as their favourite ‘Literary Hero’, 
students took part in fun activities throughout the 
day which could be enjoyed either at school or 
at home. Staff also joined in the fun, dressing up 
as their favourite characters.

A particularly popular ‘Masked Reader 
Competition’ attracted the most attention, with 

students watching a video of staff members, 
turned into animated characters, and reading 
their favourite book.  The students then took on 
the challenge of guessing who was behind the 
mask and what book they were reading from!  
Everyone who took part had so much fun and 
it was certainly more difficult than you would 
think! 

A big ‘thank you’ to all of those who took part 
and made it such an enjoyable and successful 
day!



Imagination... Aspire...

3D Printer Prize Winner

During October of last year, Year 9  
student Thea became the regional  
winner of the Shell ‘Bright Ideas 
Challenge’.  

This term Thea received her 
prize….her very own 3D printer! 
The printer will enable Thea to  
continue with her creative STEM and 
design projects at home.  

We can’t wait to hear about more of her 
‘bright ideas’ and see what she creates on 
this awesome gadget! Congratulations 
Thea! 

For more information on her ‘Bright Idea’ 
be sure to visit our website.

Drumming Superstar!

In recent months, Graded Music exams 
have had to take place via digital 
assessment.  

Although this may have added a new 
aspect to progressing through the music 
grades it certainly did not affect our very 
own drumming superstar, Micho.  After 
performing his exam piece, ‘Frantic’ 
Micho sent off his recording to be graded; 
achieving outstanding marks in his Grade 8 
Drum exam, passing with a distinction! 

Massive congratulations Micho, your talents 
never cease to amaze us and you should 
be very proud! 

If you would like to see his fantastic recording 
head over to the HDS website now:

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk



Confidence...

Getting Back in the Swing of Things
 
As we welcomed all of our students back on 
Monday 8th March, we were excited to be able 
to also commence our extra-curricular activities 
right from Day One!  

From art to science, drama to sport and 
everything in between, we have had an  
amazing response with over 300 students 
attending their chosen activities! 

It has been lovely to hear so many comments 
from our students saying that they are just ‘glad 
to be back’, and we are in agreeance; there 
truly is something quite magical about our 
school!  

Be sure to check out our extra-curricular 
timetable and get involved! 



Confidence... Participation...



Talent...

Lockdown Music Spectaculars
 
Lockdown and social distancing presented 
new challenges for music making in schools 
across the country but students and staff at HDS  
faced these challenges head on with their latest 
productions of online music videos. 

The start of March saw two new releases from the 
HDS musicians; first, a choir arrangement of the 
Fab Four’s hit ‘Here Comes the Sun’, followed by 
a vocal and wind-band cover of Harry Glasson’s 
‘Cornwall My Home’ especially for St Piran’s Day 
2021! 

The HDS version of the unofficial Cornish anthem 
gained huge acclaim online, reaching an 
amazing 40,000 people.  It even caught the 
attention of BBC spotlight during their St Piran’s 
Day feature! Students were overjoyed to learn 
that their music had reached such a wide 
audience in a way that only online content can 
and they are looking forward to being able to 
rehearse and perform music together again in 
the summer term.  

Be sure to check out the HDS website to see 
their videos for yourselves!



Talent... Creativity...

International	Women’s	Day
 
This term we celebrated International 
Women’s Day by recognising all the 
brilliant women in our school community 
and around the world! 

On this day of appreciation our students 
were also sent a wonderful message from 
a truly inspirational woman, HDS Alumni 
Helen Glover, who recorded some words 
of encouragement for our students. 
Reminding them of the fantastic effort 
they have continued to put in during 
these uncertain times.

The video is available on our website for 
all those that would like to hear what she 
had to say. 

Experimenting with Shadow Puppetry
 
In Creative Arts, students have been exploring 
new material and continuing to demonstrate their 
creativity!  Introduced to Shadow Puppetry during 
the most recent lockdown, students have been 
learning about the history of the genre, through to 
the practical creative processes. 

We  put together a short video which demonstrates 
just some of the amazing imaginative work 
produced by our fantastic students! Head over to 
the website and watch it now!



Keep In Touch
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and, whilst it is clear that many adaptations 
to our ‘normal’ routines have been necessary, 
it has been wonderful to hear the continued 
positive feedback received from both parents 
and students.  

Returning to the classroom, the resilience shown 
by our students has, and continues to be, 
commendable.  With a fantastic uptake of a 
wide range of extra-curricular activities, students 
remain engaged in school life and eager to get 
back into routines.

We are now looking forward to the Summer Term 
and I’m sure you’ll echo my thanks to the entire 
staff; your engagement and support throughout 
the past months has been amazing! 

Parent Governor Vacancies  
       
We recognise the importance of consulting and 
involving our parent body in taking forward the 
school’s vision, and the leadership of the school.  
We currently have 2 Parent Governor vacancies 
which we are looking to fill in the Summer Term.  
Whilst further information will be made available 
after the Easter Break, please do get in touch 
with either myself, or one of our existing Parent 
Governors, by emailing GSwallow@humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk. 

Headteachers Reflections

With the flowers in full bloom, Spring has sprung; 
the season of new beginnings! Returning after 
Easter on Monday 19th April we have opportunity 
to quickly return to more familiar routines and 
rhythms of the school day. Summer term clubs 
and activities will be launched, and I would 
encourage everyone to look at what is available 
and get involved in school life. Interim, I wish 
everyone a lovely Easter and hope you and your 
family get opportunity to relax and take a well-
deserved break.

Bill Marshall, 
Headteacher

From the Chair of Governors - Terry Binns

As we come to the end of what has been a 
very different and challenging term, I would like 
to express my thanks, on behalf of the wider 
Governing Body, to the entire school community 
for the positivity and engagement shown 
throughout the lockdown and upon return to 
school!  

Governors have been liaising with the Leadership 
Team and with faculties during the past months 

Raising Money for Laptops
 
We would like to send out a huge ‘thank you’ 
to everyone who donated to our crowdfunding 
page, raising funds for laptops during lockdown.

We have raised an amazing total of £7,128, 
with every pound being invested into providing 
increased laptop and digital access for our local 
community; improving educational outcomes 
and investing in our future.  

Thank you from everyone at Humphry Davy 
School for your generosity.


