
Tuesday 12 May 2020 
 
Dear Student, Parents and Carers 
 
I sincerely hope this letter finds you and your extended family all safe and well. 
 
GCSE Examination Grade Awards 
 
Today will be a day of mixed emotions for our Year 11 students. Prior to the Coronavirus and 
partial closure of schools, Tuesday 12 May was scheduled to be the first day of their GCSE written 
examination series. After working so hard for several years to prepare, it will be incredibly 
frustrating for many students who wanted the opportunity to demonstrate how their dedication and 
hard work would pay off, whilst others will experience a sense of relief having been incredibly 
anxious and worried about the exams in general. 
 
In between setting and marking work online for students in younger years we have been proactive in 
producing a series of Heath and Wellbeing activities for all our students and their families. If you 
believe these may be of help, they can be found on the school website at https://www.humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3129/coronavirus-support and https://www.humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3132/mental-health-and-wellbeing  
 
Students may not be attending as usual but staff are still working and are available to support you. 
If you want to reach out to staff at HDS for support you can email mentors directly or email 
talk@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk and one of our dedicated team will pass on messages or 
respond to you personally. 
 
Whatever emotions are being experienced, the outcome of the nationally agreed arrangements will 
be that students are awarded GCSE grades that will be available to collect from the school on 
Thursday 20 August 2020. 
 
To avoid any confusion about the process, I have attached a letter from Sally Collier, the Chief 
Regulator for Ofqual for your reference. Full details from the DfE regarding Qualification Awarding 
in Summer 2020 can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-
qualifications-in-summer-2020  
 
Two key points I feel I must bring to your attention regard access to the grades submitted and the 
appeal process. 
 
1. The guidance is very clear, stating, “It is important schools and colleges do not share 

provisional grades, nor rank orders, with students or parents and carers. This is to protect the 
integrity of the teachers‟ judgements, and to avoid teachers, Heads of Department or Heads of 
Centre feeling under pressure to submit a grade that is not supported by the evidence.” 
Teaching staff have been instructed not to enter into discussion about grades with students or 
families. Please do not compromise yourself or staff by enquiring about this information. 

 
2. Can students appeal the grades awarded? 

The Secretary of State for Education, in his direction to Ofqual, said, “there should be provision 
for appeals on the grounds of a mistake in the way the grade was calculated for a particular 
student or students.” The Ofqual consultation document states, “We propose a student who 
believes they have been given the wrong grade should ask their centre to review the accuracy of 
the data the centre submitted to the exam board. If the centre finds it made a mistake, the 
centre should ask the exam board to correct the impact of that mistake and issue the student with 
a revised grade if appropriate.” 
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The consultation document explains why the DfE do not believe it would be meaningful or 
appropriate for students to appeal on the basis of their centre’s judgement of their likely 
performance in the exams, had they gone ahead, or on their position in the centre’s rank 
order. 
 
Students who believe they would have received a better grade had they taken their exams will 
have an opportunity to do so in the additional autumn series. 

 
Ever since the publication of the process, teaching staff and subject leaders have been working hard 
in the background to identify the various subject specific sources of evidence, collate and rank the 
proposed grades. These will be submitted to the examination boards before the end of May 
deadline and we will all wait to see how the national moderation process plays out. 
 
 
Preparation for September 2020 and Post 16 Opportunities at Truro-Penwith College 
 
Many of you will still be exploring options to start in September 2020 and will know that Truro & 
Penwith College were unable to hold their last open events (Penwith was planned for 25 April and 
Truro for 7 May). To support students, the college lecturers have compiled some short videos with a 
„subject spotlight‟. These cover the information that lecturers typically find themselves talking to 
students and parents about at open events and can be accessed by clicking onto the subject 
area/course that they would like information about via this link: www.truro-
penwith.ac.uk/subjectspotlight  These should be active and available from Monday 11 May. 
 
With no examination period this year for Year 11 students, Truro and Penwith College and 
Callywith College have produced a selection of self-study materials in preparation for intended 
College courses this September. These will be particularly useful in providing some foundation 
subject knowledge together with a gentle progression from GCSE to the chosen course at College. 
The study materials are varied and introduce the content of the course, providing an opportunity to 
continue academic studying whilst at home or understand key concepts and skills for a chosen 
vocational area. The materials include a variety of approaches including research, reading, 
completing tasks and extension of current skills and knowledge. Those students expecting to 
undertake work experience as part of their course should also explore the preparation booklet for 
placements which can be found alongside their main course area. 
  
Attached is a short pdf explaining the login and access procedures for your staff and students and a 
contact email for any problem. The resources went live last week and College leaders hope students 
will participate and find these materials both interesting and helpful.  
  
 
Leavers’ Form and Hoodies 
 
Also attached you will find a „Leavers‟ Form‟. Please be aware that the release of examination 
grades is conditional upon completion of the form and the return of all resources belonging to the 
school. We will be in touch with you again shortly with arrangements how to return books and 
resources whilst complying with social distancing expectations. 
 
Those of you that have ordered Leavers‟ Hoodies will be able to collect them when you drop off 
your Leavers‟ form. 
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I appreciate it will not be a high priority for families and financially it is a very difficult time for 
many but I would also be grateful if all parents could log into the school system (ParentMail+) and 
ensure any outstanding balances are settled. Do contact me if there are any difficulties with this. 
 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
There is a massive pool of talent in the 2020 Year 11 Humphry Davy School group and I have been 
proud and privileged to be Headteacher during their journey through the school. The student 
gathering just before the school partially closed was organised at incredibly short notice but I was 
delighted with the way the cohort conducted themselves in the awards presentation and responded 
to the circumstances.  
 
Following the announcement of the Prime Minster at the weekend, it is almost certain the Leaver‟s 
Ball planned to take place at Tregenna Castle in the summer term will not now take place. However, 
we would still very much like to find a suitable way to celebrate being a part of the Humphry Davy 
community for the past five years and I would welcome suggestions.  
 
One key event that remains on our calendar is the Key Stage 4 Celebration of Achievement Evening 
at the end of the autumn term. At this stage I suspect it will take a slightly different form to the usual 
but ever the optimist, I see that as an opportunity and I look forward to hearing how all of our 
students have made the transition into college, apprenticeships or further education. 
 
On that note, Mrs Richards is still available to support you with college applications and can be 
contacted by email via hrichards@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk  
 
 
I will be in touch again soon with a further update. Kindest regards and best wishes. 
 
Stay safe 
 
Bill Marshall 
Headteacher 
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