
 
 
 
2nd October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It has been yet another incredibly busy but productive week and I am indebted. 
 
From myself and the governing body and on behalf of over 250 primary pupils and their families 
who would otherwise have missed the opportunity to experience ‘life at Humphry Davy School’, 
“Thank you!” It has been amazing to see so many young people with such a wide range of talents 
throwing themselves into the activities on offer. We sincerely hope they have enjoyed the learning 
episodes and it has provided a real insight why they may want to identify Humphry Davy as their 
preferred choice of secondary school. 
 
The intensive English and Maths sessions on Thursday were well received by our Year 11 students 
and I was delighted to hear feedback that the extended learning opportunities had provided an 
effective platform to prepare for mocks and forthcoming GCSE exams.  
 
The opportunity to test and trial our ‘MS Teams Learning platform’ was too good to miss. It is 
incredibly encouraging that records show over 80% of students effectively engaged with our online 
learning. To be fair, despite all the best laid plans, one unforeseen that accounted for a large 
number of students was the area wide failure of broadband services across Heamoor on Thursday. 
Something else to add to our future contingency plans! 
 
Overall, we have learned much that we can put into practise that would otherwise have created 
unnecessary barriers in the event of an unplanned ‘lockdown’. Over the next few weeks we will 
structure activities to build the confidence of students to access online materials and ‘Satchel:One’ 
and we are in discussion with IT hardware providers to explore how we can support families with 
need. We are determined as a school to provide continuity of learning and minimize any future 
impact of the coronavirus on our children’s learning. 
 
W/b Monday 5th October 2020 
 
Looking ahead to next week, staff and students are looking forward to a more familiar pattern of 
working whilst of course retaining key control measures to restrict possible transmission of coronavirus 
and working in a ‘Covid safe’ environment. 
 
New timetables were circulated this week and I would like to remind all students that they need to 
head straight to their Monday Week A Period 1 classroom for the start of school on Monday 5th 
October.  
 
We are continuing with Year team based Tutor Groups to maintain our ‘bubbles’ and have 
introduced our ‘safe route system’ around the school to limit movement and opportunities for students 
to mix with other year groups. Face coverings are still to be worn inside corridors except for students 
with recognised exemptions. Desks and equipment will be wiped down at the end of lessons before 
the next class enters and students will continue to be encouraged to wash hands frequently and use 
hand sanitizer when appropriate. 
 
The safety and welfare of students and staff remains paramount and we all need to adhere to the 
measures if we are to access specialist classroom facilities across the school and all the benefits that 



brings. They must frustrate at times but the alternative would be a return to ‘Year zones’ around the 
school, which no one wishes to see, so thank you in advance for your support.  
 
The inclement weather has unfortunately delayed the finish of our building and roof works and the 
installation of new lockers around the school. I will update you with arrangements as soon as they 
are available and my apologies for any inconvenience in the interim. Students should continue to 
wear PE kit on days when PE is timetabled, but they may well wish to bring a spare set of clothes to 
change into if the wet weather continues. 
 
Thank you once again for your support. 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Bill Marshall 
Headteacher 


