
CommunityMatters
July 2022

Cover: Sports Day!
 INSIDE:
•	 Mazey Day Celebrations
•	 Activities Week
•	 Year 11 Ball



Enrichment...

Activities Week

What an AMAZING activities week we had this 
term!  With the whole school ‘out and about’, it 
certainly was a busy week!.

With the sun shining, our students took part in 
a wide and varied range of exciting activities; 
from horseriding to sailing…abseiling to jewellery 
making…skateboarding to visiting local 
landmarks…there was something for everyone 
to enjoy!



Confidence...



Opportunity...



Adventure...



Respect...

The	Queen’s	Platinum	Jubilee

At HDS we had the great honour of lighting a 
beacon to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee!

It was great to have so many members of our 
community in attendance!

Guests were welcomed with drinks and 
nibbles, before a formal address was given by 
Bill Marshall, reflecting upon service to one’s 
community and creating a culture of aspiration 
for all - values shared by HDS and her Majesty 
the Queen.  Following this, those gathered were 
treated to a moving vocal performance from 
three of our brilliant choristers.

At 9.45pm, guests raised their glasses in a toast 
to the Queen, and the beacon was lit by 
Kate Finch (former teacher and current HDS 
governor).

What a wonderful sight...and what a very 
special and memorable evening!

The next day we continued the celebrations 
at the Great Communi-Tea Party in Morrab 
Gardens where a group of our talented 
students took to the bandstand to perform 
their Jubilee dance.  Having practised hard, 
our amazing dancers had a further opportunity 
to showcase their dancing at Mazey Day, 
where they entertained the gathered crowds, 
accompanying our structure ‘Wall-e’ in both the 
11am and 1pm parades.  Well done dancers!

Finally, continuing the celebrations in school, 
we were delighted to plant a commemorative 
tree to mark the Jubilee.  

We look forward to reflecting on our  
celebrations, and watching the beautiful tree 
grow with our students over the coming years!



Participation...



Belonging...

A Feast of Grimm Tales

This year’s summer production was a compilation 
of three classic ‘Grimms’ Tales’, Little Red Cap, 
Hansel and Gretel and Rumplestiltskin.  Our 
students were gifted with beautiful sunshine 
meaning their play could go ahead on the field 
as planned.  It was fantastic to see the students 
in their element as they showed off the fantastic 
play they have been rehearsing tirelessly.  

Parents, friends, staff and HDS students were 
welcomed to the first evening performance on 
the 6th July with encouraging smiles all round 
as the students took to the stage.  Pupils from 
local primary schools were invited the following 
day for a matinee performance, where they sat 
in silence as they watched on; captivated by 
our budding actors.  Confidence oozed from 
each and every one of them and, despite the 
challenging breeze, they projected their lines 
and portrayed their characters in style.  With 
musical performances in between set changes 
the whole production worked seamlessly.  

Lovely feedback could be heard from the 
visitors as they left with smiles on their faces.  
The dedication, time, effort and talents of our 
young people really shone through, bringing 
this show to life! A huge ‘well done’ to everyone 
involved! 



Belonging... Confidence ...



Celebrate...

Our Year 11 Ball

Humphry Davy School’s ‘Class of 2022’ 
gathered at Tregenna Castle on 29th July 
where they celebrated in style with an ‘under 
the sea’ theme to mark the completion of their 
five years of secondary education with us. 
 
Despite the weather, with the clouds deciding 
to open up just as our graduates began arriving, 
everyone had a smile on their face as they 
showed off their beautiful dresses and smartest 
suits, ready to enjoy a night of fine dining and 
fun.  
 
The evening was a perfect opportunity for the 
students to relax, catch up with each other 

and enjoy themselves.  It was also a chance to 
reminisce about their school days and excitedly 
discuss future plans and life aspirations.
 
Our Year 11 ball is a spectacular evening and 
it is always a true delight to spend this time 
celebrating with them.  We wish them all the 
best of luck with their future endeavours and 
we couldn’t be prouder of the young adults 
they have become. We look forward to seeing 
you all again on Thursday 25th August for Results 
Day this year.  

Thank you to our leavers for being such a source 
of inspiration to our school, please stay in touch!



Succeed...Celebrate...



Achieve...

One Small Bird

Our HDS choir had a fantastic time performing 
at the Minack Theatre in the Cornwall School’s 
production of ‘One Small Bird’ - a song cycle 
inspired by the RSPB’s 2014 discovery of the 
migratory route of one of Britain’s rarest birds, 
the red-necked phalarope.

The Red-necked Phalarope is a tiny creature.  
Weighing no more than a packet of crisps, 
it successfully crosses the Atlantic between 
Shetland and Peru every year, passing through 
environments as diverse and challenging as 
the icy regions of the north and the storms of 
the Caribbean.

This little bird’s journey tells an inspiring story 
about strength and resilience in the face of 
harsh conditions, and of the unstoppable drive 
for survival among earth’s creatures.

One Small Bird has been performed by young 
people and community groups across Britain 
and we are thrilled to have been a part of this 
production. 

Student Art Exhibition 

The Applied Learning Faculty has an ethos based firmly 
around learning through creative exploration; students 
are aware of the high expectations in these subjects 
and have certainly risen to the occasion! 

This term the Applied Learning and Creative Arts 
faculties have been celebrating the achievements of 
the Art and Design subjects by exhibiting a small sample 
of the work produced by our current Year 11 students. 

The visiting moderator described our students as ‘thinkers’ 
and was impressed by the personal journey’s they had 
recorded in their portfolios, clearly communicating their 
personal motivations behind their projects. 



Achieve... Achieve...

Wimbledon

Year 10 PE Aspire students visited Wimbledon 
this half term. The trip provided them with 
the opportunity to watch some outstanding 
tennis while soaking up the atmosphere of 
a prestigious sporting event. Our day began 
with a tour of the grounds which started on 
court one. From there we visited the player 
training areas and were also lucky enough 
to be granted special access to Centre 
Court. 
 
Shortly after, very excited staff and students 
made their way to Court One to watch 
Britain’s Alfie Hewett who put on a real show. 
Alfie lost his first set and was down 5-1 in 
the second but with Humphry Davy School 
students cheering his name he produced a 
miraculous comeback to take the set to a 

tiebreak and eventually win the semi-final. 

All students represented HDS to the highest of 
standards and many members of the public 
commented on their attitudes and engagement 
during their visit to Wimbledon. 

Sporting News!

Cricket - After qualifying at Cape Cornwall 
School, the Year 8 cricket team could not wait 
for the opportunity to carry on their success from 
the local Penwith tournament by taking part 
in the Cornwall School Games finals. Finishing 
3rd in their league with 1 victory and 2 narrow 
defeats, the team went through to play local 
rivals Hayle to finish 5th place overall. All games 
were played in great spirit and the players 
thoroughly enjoyed their day. 

Athletics - On Wednesday 15th June Humphry 
Davy School hosted the Penwith Super 6’s 

Athletics Event. This event saw more than 100 
students take part in a variety of athletics 
events. All students worked exceptionally hard 
and should be proud of their performances, 
with our Year 10 Boys and Girls teams qualifying 
to compete in the Cornwall School Games 
finals. 

Rounders and Cricket - Our Year 10 girls’ rounders 
and boys cricket team attended the Penwith 
festival this term. They won all of their games 
against the local secondary schools resulting 
in them winning both the cricket and rounders 
tournaments.  Well done to all involved!



Explore...

Rona Sailing

During Activities Week, nine intrepid Year 
10 students took to the seas for five days! 
Sailing from Southampton on the 70ft sailing 
boat, The Donald Searle, our students took 
part in all aspects of running a ship.  From 
working the sails, to helming and cooking, 
they were certainly kept busy as they sailed 
to Yarmouth, Swanage and around the Isle 
of Wight.

Everyone had a great time, but they were 
all very much ready for a shower and a rest 
when they got back on land!

A massive thank you to the Rona Sailing Trust 
for hosting us. We look forward to sailing with 
them again next year!

Cornwall School Mining Games

HDS students had great fun competing in the 
Cornwall School Mining Games this term.

The Games were set to run in 2020 but due to 
the unprecedented effect of the Coronavirus 
outbreak they were postponed until this year. 

Inspired by the International Student Mining 
Games that were held in Cornwall in 2018 by 
Exeter University, the games were held over 1 
day at King Edward Mine Museum.

With the focus of the games being engineering 
(in particular mining engineering) our students 

got involved in Panning, Mineral Processing, 
Separating minerals from sand for extraction, 
Hand Steeling, Drilling into a concrete block, 
Surveying, Swede Saw, and Mucking.

A great time was had by all.  Well done everyone!



Talent...

Show Jumping

HDS students competed in the Cornwall School 
Team Showjumping Competition and we were 
delighted when Rosie (year 9) and Mr Pickles 
won the individual 60-65 cm class against 40 
other competitors. 

Rosie did exceptionally well, showing great 
determination having nearly stopped jumping 
altogether after a bad fall two years ago.  
Florence (year 7) on Skye also jumped a clear 
round.

Nina and Kacey (both year 9) also made a great 
effort but, with Kacey’s horse Jasper spooked 
by the wind and rain, and Nina riding a friends 
horse Otis, which she had only jumped twice 
before, they were unfortunately eliminated.

All four girls had fun despite the horrendous 
weather and it was great to see them out 
competing with the support of their family and 
friends. 

Well done girls!

Authors Visit HDS

On Tuesday 21st June, local poet and author 
Sally Crabtree treated Year 8 English classes 
to a fun filled poetry workshop. The workshop 
involved creating and eating their edible  
poetry! Students each had a bag of carefully 
selected edible poetic words that they 
arranged on a biscuit to make a poem using 
‘glue icing’. After they had created their poetic 
biscuits, they were then able to eat their poems, 
to forever have poetry within them!

They also got crafty by making some ‘Parcel 
Pets’ that inspired individual poems, the best of 
which Sally sang and accompanied on guitar; 
very fitting since it was also World Music Day. 

We then welcome local author Clare Owen 
in July.  Clare ran an inspirational writing 
workshop for yr. 8’s in The Library. She started 
by introducing her new YA novel Zed and 
the Cormorants which is set on a fictionalised 

version of the Fowey Estuary in Cornwall. She 
spoke of the inspiration behind the story and 
the mythology and folklore around the world, 
surrounding Cormorants. 

Students then explored the RSPB website; 
choosing a bird, writing about it and discussing 
the different ways birds are portrayed in 
literature. 



Educate...

College Trips
 
This term our Year 10 students had the 
opportunity to visit both Penwith College and 
Cornwall College to experience a day in the 
life of a College student.

Our students were able to take part in hands 
on taster sessions and the whole experience will 
help our students to make informed decisions 
about their future careers journey and the 
pathways available to them.

A great time was had by all!



Educate... Reflect...

Headteachers Reflections

It was 53 years ago this week, that Neil Armstrong 
stepped out onto the surface of the moon with 
the immortal words, “That’s one small step for 
man, one giant leap for mankind.” A fantastic 
achievement but Armstrong and Aldrin were 
the first to acknowledge it would have been 
impossible without the amazing team that 
worked together to get them there. A great 
reminder that our own success is influenced 
by those around us, who in turn rely on us to 
support them, and hence why we place such 
emphasis on building high quality relationships 
here at HDS.  

Our Activities week provided opportunity to 
acquire new skills, explore new adventures 
and deepen the bonds between students and 
staff and there has been a lovely buzz about 
the school since our return. I am fortunate to 
work with a fantastic, dedicated staff team. 
As you can see from this newsletter, in addition 
to the Activities Week they regularly give up 
their lunchtimes, evenings and weekends to 
run concerts, art and drama performances, 
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, sporting fixtures, 
fund raisers, community volunteering and so, 
so much more. Parents, carers and students 
all regularly share their appreciation with me 
and I would like to take this opportunity to pass 
on the gratitude and publicly thank all the 

staff at every level here at Humphry Davy for 
all their hard work and dedication on behalf 
of all our students and the local community. 
Nothing would be possible though without the 
tremendous support of you, our parents and 
carers and my sincere thanks to you all for 
everything you do too! 

We head into the six week summer break 
well placed to make a strong start when the 
new term begins for students on Tuesday 6th 
September.  

Interim, we look forward to welcoming our new 
Year 7 students to participate in our transition 
‘summer school’ from Monday 25th - Wednesday 
27th July and Year 11 will be eagerly anticipating 
their GCSE results on Thursday 25th August.  
Reception will be open during those weeks and 
we can be contacted throughout the summer 
via email: enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.
sch.uk which is checked regularly. 

Have a fabulous, fun summer everyone and I 
look forward to seeing all return safe and well 
in September. 

Bill Marshall
Headteacher

HDS Allotment
 
We were thrilled to welcome visitors to out 
allotment this week. Members of staff from the 
local Co-Op stores joined us for the morning to 
look at the progress the students have made, 
and to offer us some help.

We have been fortunate enough to receive 
Community Funding from the Co-Op, which 
we have exciting plans for. It was a pleasure to 
welcome our guests on such a beautiful day.

We would like to thank everyone that chose to 
donate to the school allotment project through 
their Co-Op membership.

We look forward to developing our allotment 
further, and involving more students in our 
growing projects!



Team Work...

Sports Day 2022!

Our annual HDS Sports Day took place on 29th June 
this year and we were luckily treated to a beautifully 
sunny day! 

Students took part in a range of different sporting 
activities throughout the day and gave it their all 
with personal records being smashed all over the 
school! In true Humphry Davy spirit the school was 
alive with activity as our students showed brilliant 
displays of teamwork and sportsmanship. Students, 
staff and parents all gathered in the afternoon 
to cheer on their houses in the running races. The 
atmosphere was electric as students powered their 
way across the finish line. This year’s sports day 
marked the first full sports day with our six house 
teams! 

A huge well done to everyone involved, what a 
great day it was. Congratulations to Aweni House 
who won the sports day cup this year! 

Visit our website to see our video of the day!



Team Work... Compete...



Community...

Mazey Day Celebrations

What an amazing time we had this year at 
Mazey Day! We were so lucky with the weather, 
and WALL-E really shone in the sunshine!

Thank you to all who came along to support 
us, and special thanks to all the students and 
staff involved in making this year’s Golowan a 
special one!

We can’t wait for next year!



Imagination...



Collaborate...

Golowan Quay Fair Day

Following a VERY busy Mazey Day, our HDS 
musicians were straight ‘back to it’ on the 
Sunday for Quay Fair Day.

Whilst the weather was a little disappointing, 
our students were not perturbed and, in true 
HDS style, performed for the crowds.

Well done to all involved...it really is great to be 
able to celebrate such important local events 
with our brilliant community!

Music Scholars Tour
 
The music scholars spent the final week of term 
‘on the road’ performing their musical road 
show to local primary schools around Penzance.  
The Scholars Primary School tour aims to bring 
a slice of the excellent music being made at 
Humphry Davy School to younger students, 
inspiring them to pick up an instrument and 
begin the journey towards becoming a 
musician.  

The scholars visited nine schools in three days 
and learnt some valuable lessons about being 
touring musicians, from the hard work of lugging 
equipment around to the highs of having a 
room full of people dancing to your music.  
The tour was a great success and hopefully 
inspired many to take that first step. Some of the 
music scholars even got the chance to perform 

at their old primary school, which provided an 
excellent opportunity to reflect on how far they 
had come on their music journey. 

Well done to all the music scholars. Time for a 
much needed rest.  



Ambition..

Scholars’	Evening
 
The summer term marks a very important 
time of year for the music scholars. The warm 
weather bring in more opportunities for 
performances and chances for the scholars 
to demonstrate the skills they have developed 
throughout the year. The culmination of all 
their hard work and effort is the end of year 
Music Scholars Recital Evening.  

The scholars, dressed in their finest evening 
attire, performed a selection of pieces (from 
the repertoire they have been preparing all 
year) to their parents, peers and members of 
staff and the governing body. The evening 
was an intimate, sit-down performance 
which served as a great way for the scholars 
to really perform their pieces and draw off 
the small crowd energy.  

For year 11 students Rose and Finn this was 
their final performance as HDS Music Scholars 
and both did an amazing job of captivating 
the crowd and bringing their songs alive. We 
wish them all the best in their future music 
making.  

The recital marks the end of the music scholar 
programme for this academic year. We 
very much look forward to the September 
auditions where we will welcome in new 
scholars for 2022-23! 



Keep In Touch
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Key Dates For Your Diaries

05.09.22 Staff Training Day (School closed to students)

06.09.22 First Day of Autumn Term for all students (Week A)

14.09.22 Year 7 & 10 Photographs

04.10.22 Year 6 Day (school closed to students)

04.10.22 Open Evening

24.0.22 Half Term

Royal Shakespeare Company at the Hall for 
Cornwall

HDS students were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to perform at The Hall for Cornwall 
earlier this month in the RSC Schools Showcase: 
Much Ado About Shakespeare!

Following their successful performance, they  
headed to Stratford upon Avon to perform 
at the highly prestigious Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s National Playmaking Festival.  A 
fantastic opportunity and a great way to end 
the school year!

Pride	Month

A group of students had a great day at Penwith 
College to celebrate Pride month.  Learning 
about the history of the Pride movement,  
students worked in different groups designing 
banners and signs, writing poetry and writing up 
their vision for the LGBTQ future. Thanks to the 
Intercom Trust for organising such an inspiring 
event, we are looking forward to the next one!


