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Sport’s	Day	2021!

We were happy to have been able to 
host our annual Sports Day again this year! 
Whilst some format changes were made 
to ensure the event could take place in 
a Covid safe way, the spirit shown by our 
students was certainly not dampened! 
 
Students and staff gathered on our school field to 
both take part in and watch a range of different 
running races.  Despite a questionable morning, 
the sun stayed out for us and it was fabulous 
to see such energy and excitement radiating 
across our school community.  Every student 
that took part gave it their all, showing brilliant 
displays of determination and sportsmanship as 
they powered their way across the finish line. 
 
This was the first Sports Day we have been able 
to host since our ‘six house’ system came into 
effect in 2020 and it was brilliant to finally see 
participants, donned in our new house colours, 
speeding around the track!  

Participation...



Team Spirit...



Collaboration...

Mazey	Day

Saturday 26th June was Mazey Day in Penzance 
and, although the usual town parades were 
unable to happen again this year, Golowan 
Festival put on a spectacular display in Morrab 
Gardens – and, as always, Humphry Davy School 
students were very excited to get involved!

Every year students and staff come together to 
produce a spectacular structure created from 
withies, tissue paper and paint. The end result is 
always something to behold and this year, to mark 
the 30th anniversary of Golowan, we created a 
HUGE structure to celebrate our involvement in 
this wonderful tradition over many years. 

Our ‘Celebratory Cake’ was accompanied by 

a number of our favourite characters from years 
gone by.  Each one holds a special memory in 
the hearts of the HDS community, bringing back 
fond recollections of crowded streets, laughter, 
sunshine and serpent dancing to the music of 
Golowan’s wonderful band.

We hope you managed to see the wonderful 
structures in person, but if you didn’t, check out 
the news story on our website for photos and 
video footage of the day!



Collaboration... Creativity...



Confidence...

A	Midsummer	Night’s	Dream

Our summer production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ was a wonderful success.  Having 
rehearsed tirelessly over the past month it was 
great to see their recreation of this classic story.  
 
A Shakespeare play performed ‘in the round’ 
is big change from our usual Christmas Panto 
but our students embraced the challenge and 
delighted in the opportunity to take part.  Pupils 
from local primary schools were invited to be 
our first audience members and, whilst sitting on 
hay bales and blankets, watched our students 
perform their version of the bard’s comedy with 
glee.  Parents, friends, staff and HDS students 
were welcomed to our evening performances to 
experience the magical production themselves.  
Some lovely feedback was shared from “The 
whole evening last night was such a delight, so 
uplifting, and I marvel at the wonderful talent 
and nurtured confidence of all the kids” to “Your 
teachers are so driven with a wonderful passion 
for their job that gives them such a drive and 
so much energy to be brilliant at what they do 
and I am so thrilled that they are sharing this 
passion and enthusiasm, and teaching my kids.” 
 
It was lovely to see our students grow throughout 
the process of this play and the outcome 
was a truly wonderful show that was enjoyed 
by many.  In such uncertain times we know 
that creating this play has been an enriching 
experience for them all.  The dedication, time, 
effort and talents of our young people really 
shone through to enable us to bring the show to 
life, well done everyone involved.  We cannot 
wait to see what you come up with next!



Imagination...



Opportunity...

HDS	Summer	Music	Festival

The summer term brings longer days and 
warmer weather and with that, people have 
been crying out for a bit of live music, which 
Humphry Davy School students were more than 
happy to supply at this year’s Summer Festival! 
 
More than 70 students across ten different 
musical ensembles set up on the school field 
to deliver a much-needed dose of musical 
enrichment to a socially distanced audience 
of parents, staff and fellow students. A massive 
50 square meter stage was erected to house 
each of the school bands, from the ‘New Notes 
Jazz Band’ to ‘HDS Classical Guitar Ensemble’ 
and from the ‘Impact Choir’ through to our 

senior band ‘Band of Fiasco’.  Each of our 
groups showcased all the hours and hard work 
that had gone on behind the scenes this term.  
 
The evening was full of festival vibes and was 
an absolute delight for all who attended.  Some 
lovely feedback was shared from the audience 
members, such as “Just the tonic we all need 
after the year we have had” and “…your 
school makes me want to go back to school!” 
 
We were absolutely delighted to have been 
able to host a range of different outside 
events this term and to hear such kind 
words from our community certainly put 
a smile on everyone’s faces here at HDS. 



Talent...Opportunity...



Discover...

CPR	Training

Humphry Davy School remains committed to 
ensuring our students are equipped with vital 
lifesaving skills.  

Each year we provide training for our students 
and, this term, our Year 7 cohort started their 
training journey with our PE staff.  It was fantastic 

to be able to resume our students’ CPR training 
programme!  

Well done Year 7 for enthusiastically getting 
involved! The skills you have gained over these 
training sessions are invaluable and you should 
all be very proud to say you successful learnt 
these lifesaving techniques. 

Performing	for	the	G7	Summit
 
As part of the G7 summit, a collection of local 
people were granted the honour of performing 
to some of the VIP guests here in Cornwall.  
Amongst them were some of our very own 
students! 

The show, ‘Ocean World’, took place at The 
Minack Theatre on Saturday 12th June and our 
students had the pleasure of performing to eight 
of the prestige guests.  These included Doctor Jill 
Biden, Carrie Johnson, the Japanese First Lady 
Mariko Suga, the South Korean First Lady Kim 
Jung-Sook, Professor Joachim Sauer, Madame 
Brigitte Macron, Professor von der Leyen, Amelie 
Derbaudrenghien (wife of the leader of the EU 
council).

The show is an ecological musical, written 30 
years ago about the damage humans are 
causing to the ocean. It follows a whale and 
her calf on their journey through the sea.  Our 
students told us how thrilled they were to have 
taken part in such a momentous occasion.  
Everything had been kept top secret prior to the 
event with the participants only being told they 
had some special guests coming to watch the 
performance.  

Well done to Molly and Katie who sang, Alma 
and Farrah who danced and to Harry who 
narrated the performance on his own!  What a 
fantastic opportunity for you all, you should be 
very proud of yourselves. 



Success...Discover...

Careers	@	HDS

It has been another busy half term for careers 
at HDS.  We would like to wish all our Year 11 
students the very best in the next stages of their 
education journey.  The students will continue to 
receive our support with anything careers related 
and our Careers Adviser Mrs Richards is on hand 
now and throughout the summer to help out if 
necessary.  Contact her on hrichards@humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk and she will get back to 
you.

Covid-19 has certainly given our team a new set 
of challenges but it could not hold us back! Our 
Year 10 students were due to take part in work 
experience but unfortunately, this was unable 
to go ahead as planned.  They did however 
experience a wonderful opportunity with two 
days of virtual work experience, working with 
different employers in conjunction with the 
Education Business Partnership.  Year 10 have 
also started their one-to-one careers guidance 
sessions and have completed a diagnostic 
careers plan which will help them in their future 
choices.
Our focus this term has been on Years 7 and 8 

who have both received “I LOVE MY JOB” virtual 
sessions from many careers sectors including 
Space, Veterinary, Geology, Technology, Law, 
Music, Hospitality and Journalism.  We are so 
lucky to have such supportive businesses who 
work with us regularly to give our students 
wonderful opportunities and to gain an insight 
into their careers.  These sessions have been 
invaluable to our students, helping them to paint 
a picture of what is available to them as they 
grow into adulthood. We would like to thank 
these employers for their continued support.

For anyone who would like to research anything 
careers at home, we highly recommended 
www.careerpilot.org.uk.  There is an abundance 
of information and tools for 11-19 year olds all in 
one place!

Don’t forget to sign 
up to our HDS Alumni  
association! 
 
Signing up is quick and 
easy, just scan the QR 
code to get started!

Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

12.08.21 GCSE Results Day (school Open to Year 11 from 9am - 11am)

06.09.21 Staff Training Day (school closed to students)

 

07.09.21 Staff Training Day (school closed to students)

08.09.21 School Start for Year 7 and 11 students 

09.09.21 School Start for Year 8, 9 and 10 students

07.10.21 Year 6 Day (school closed to students)

07.10.21 Open Evening 
 
25.10.21 Half Term Break



Celebrate...

Year	11	Leaver’s	Ball

Our ‘Class of 2021’ gathered at Tregenna Castle 
on 22nd July where they celebrated in style to 
mark the end of their five years of secondary 
education with us. 

The graduates arrived at the castle entrance in 
their smartest suits and stunning dresses ready 
to enjoy a night of fine dining and fun.  Having 
chosen a colourful ‘retro’ theme for the night, the 
venue was suitably decorated with ‘day glow’ 
accessories.  It was a perfect opportunity for 
the students to relax, catch up with each other 
and enjoy themselves.  It was also a chance to 
reminisce about their school days and excitedly 
discuss future plans and life aspirations.

The Year 11 ball is always a spectacular evening 
and it is a true delight to spend this time 
celebrating with them.  We couldn’t be prouder 
of the young adults our students have become  
and we wish them all the best of luck with their  
future endeavours.  We look forward to seeing  
you all on Thursday 12th August for Results 
Day this year.  Thank you to our leavers 
for being such a source of inspiration 
to our school, please stay in touch! 



Celebrate... Aspire...

A	Message	from	the	Chair	of	Governors

On behalf of the Governing Body I would like 
to sincerely thank all our parents and carers 
for all your support of the school over this very 
challenging year. It is greatly appreciated. 
And further heartfelt thanks to your children for 
bringing the school back to life and investing 
themselves into all the school offers! 

Good luck to all the Year 11s who have just left 
and a warm welcome to the Year 7s arriving in 
September. 

Wishing you and all your family a safe and 
enjoyable summer. 
 
Ms Terry Binns, Chair of Governors 



Adventure...

Activity	Days
 
During the last week of term students were able 
to take part in two entrichment days.  We were so 
happy to be able to resume our activities week 
again this year and it was just what everyone 
needed to bring this school year to a close. 

After a very wet start to July the students were 
treated to some of the hottest weather we have 
had all year with not a cloud in the sky. Everyone 
enjoyed some well-earned opportunities outside 
their normal classroom setting and had a blast! 

We had a variety of different activities including 
blow up agility courses in Jubilee Pool, science 
experiments down on Newlyn Green, getting 
crafty in applied learning as well as rounders 
and sumo wrestling on the field!

So much fun was had by all.  We can’t wait to do 
it all again next year! 



Adventure... Enrichment...



Keep	In	Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe	Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18	2TG
t:	01736	363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

wider community.
 
Nothing would be possible though without 
the efforts of our amazing team of staff or the 
strategic leadership of our governing body and 
my thanks to them all. 

As a physicist, I shall be looking to the heavens 
over the next couple of weeks to spot ‘shooting 
stars’ now the Perseids meteor shower has begun 
and my wish as we head off into the holidays is 
for the whole school community, including all our 
families, to stay safe and enjoy a fun yet restful, 
relaxing summer. They are at their brightest mid-
August if you want to wish upon a shooting star 
too! 

The autumn term starts Wednesday 8th September 
for Years 7 and 11 and Thursday 9th September for 
Years 8, 9 and 10 and I look forward to welcoming 
both familiar faces and the new Year 7.  

With best wishes - Mr Marshall, Headteacher

Headteachers	Reflections

There is a strong sense of community at Humphry 
Davy School, nurtured over many years by 
creating an atmosphere where students and 
staff are all valued as individuals, knowing each 
of us brings something different and that we are 
stronger working together. Navigating our way 
through the challenges of the past 18 months 
and sharing in the experiences illustrated in this 
newsletter and on the website, I am confident 
the bonds between us are stronger and shared 
sense of purpose is clearer than ever, leaving 
us well placed to make excellent progress next 
year. 

Thank you so much to our parents and carers 
for entrusting us with your children and for 
your tremendous support; your words of 
encouragement have been energising and 
most welcome. And thank you also for the kind 
donations of food and money that we will be 
donating to the local foodbank to support our 

Dr	Dolittle	at	The	Minack	Theatre

After an excruciatingly long time with no 
educational trips, staff and year seven students 
were very excited indeed to head to The Minack 
on the 14th of June to watch a production of 
The Further Adventures of Dr Dolittle by the Illyria 
Theatre Company. As ever, we crossed our 
fingers for good weather and were – somewhat 
– rewarded by grey clouds and just a small 
amount of fine drizzle! 

One of our Year 7 students shared with us what 
they thought of the play - “Dr Dolittle was an 
amazing play! We should probably start with 
his famous ability to talk to the animals; in this 
production we are treated to puppets of a dog, 
cat, pig, duck, owl and two birds, operated on 
stage by other cast members. Dolittle is trying 
to write a book but keeps on getting distracted 
by a few things like birds in a pet shop being 
trapped. He was so busy that his friend had a 

‘genius’ idea; get sent to jail so he could write 
his book in peace! After several attempts, much 
singing and dancing, and a trip to the moon, 
he succeeds but – no spoilers – it does not go 
exactly according to plan.

The moral of the story is clear when Dolittle 
realised that he doesn’t really need money, time 
or eternal life, what he really wanted was the 
animals, his friends.”


