
 
 
 
History Curriculum Intent 

Curriculum objectives 

What does it mean to study History at Humphry Davy School? 

History at Humphry Davy School aims to promote critical thinking, curiosity and an enthusiasm 

to study world history and its effects on people at both the global and local level, creating 

knowledgeable historians. Our vision is to prepare students to use the lessons of the past to 

help them shape the future. Students will gain knowledge about diverse time periods and 

places, people, resources and governance; enabling them to look at the evolution of human 

societies through time. Learning within history promotes discussion, evaluation and inference 

skills which in turn allow us to develop oracy and articulacy within our students alongside a 

sense of awe and wonder about world leaders, policies and cultures. 

Curriculum intent 

What we want students at the end of Year 8 to: 

• Have a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people 

and understand the issues of continuity and change across eras. 

• Know how events both nationally and locally have influenced the present and have 

a context for their growing sense of identity and awareness of diversity past and 

present. 

• Think, reflect, discuss and evaluate the past to develop as critical thinkers. 

• Develop their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and 

why people interpret the past in different ways. 

• Be aware of how past and present actions have impacted social and environmental 

aspects of society to encourage sustainable future choices. 

 What we want students at the end of Year 11 to: 

• Extend and deepen their chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 

British, local and world history, so that it provides a well-informed context for wider 

learning. 

• Use historical terms and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways allowing them to 

pursue historically valid enquiries to create relevant, structured and supported 

accounts of historical events. 

• Understand how to use different types of historical sources and understand how and 

why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 



• Develop the ability to think critically about history and to communicate their ideas 

with confidence. 

• Be aware of how past and present actions have impacted social and environmental 

aspects of society to encourage sustainable future choices. 

  

How British Values, PSHE and Careers are promoted in the curriculum 

• What students learn through history can influence their decisions about personal 

choices, attitudes and values preparing them to fulfil their role as young people who 

make a positive contribution to society. 

• Through the study of different perspectives, students understand why views differ and 

are encouraged to develop tolerance and respect. 

• Students frequently have an opportunity to understand the value of democracy, 

challenge prejudice and be responsible and considerate young people. 

  

 


