
 
 
 
2nd September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I do hope this letter find you safe and well, that you have found some essential quality time this 
summer as a family and everyone feels prepared for the new school year. 
 
The autumn term is almost upon us and staff members have been incredibly busy in the background 
paving the way for reopening. Our school community have genuinely missed the buzz and 
atmosphere of a school full of students and we very much look forward to reconnecting with old and 
new faces. 
 
Thank you to all of you for your individual messages of support and honest feedback during these 
unprecedented times. The team at Humphry Davy are committed to ensuring that the school will be 
welcoming, safe and ready for an exciting and positive year of learning ahead, but we know this 
can only happen with your support. 
 
The latest DfE government guidance for schools was published on Friday 28th August. Thankfully, 
much of it is consistent with the advice published back in July and we aim to open the school as 
planned and published on the school website at the beginning of the holidays. See 
https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3231/autumn-term-arrangements-2020  for a summary 
and a map of the site explaining how areas will operate. 
 
For your reference, the guidance for parents was updated 1st September and is available here . 
 
The aim of this letter is to confirm key dates and messages for your easy reference and to update 
you where we have responded to the changed guidance. Our top priority continues to be the safety 
and welfare of your child, your family and all our staff. Many of the details how we plan to 
achieve this are summarised in the attached ‘Parent Fact Sheet and FAQ’.  
 
In addition, I would like to remind you: 
 

Term Dates and INSET Days 

Staff training days are planned for Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September with no students 
attending. 
 
With so many changes to the way we work and with lots of new routines to be learned, we are 
staggering the start of term for different year groups: 
 

- Monday 7th September  – Year 7 only to attend 
- Tuesday 8th September  – Years 7 and 11 only to attend 
- Wednesday 9th September  – All Years to attend 

 
This will provide opportunity for orientation; a ‘run through’ of fire procedures, an introduction to 
catering arrangements and expectations around the school site. Students will spend some of the time 
with their new Form Tutor every day. Please keep an eye out for a separate letter that has been 
posted to homes confirming names of Form Tutors and where to register on the first day. 
 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3231/autumn-term-arrangements-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term#school-uniform


Open Days - Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd October 

Looking ahead, we have planned changes to our closure day at the beginning of October when 
we usually hold an Open Day and Evening.  

I know you will appreciate how important tours and school visits are when deciding on the choice of 
secondary school. However, we are conscious of the potential risks associated with taking 
prospective parents and Year 6 students on tour during the normal school day. To minimise risk and 
disruption we have therefore decided to close the school for two full days and hold all tours on just 
these days.  

The school will therefore be closed to Humphry Davy School students on Thursday 1st and 
Friday 2nd October for two Open Days, thus allowing the school to be ‘deep cleaned’ over the 
weekend and back to normal by the Monday.  

The alternative in the current coronavirus environment would be to stop all school visits and force 
parents to choose schools without ever setting foot in them, which I believe you would agree is just 
wrong. Further details will be circulated in the coming weeks how students can contribute, the work 
that will be provided; and how we can provide for small numbers of students onsite where childcare 
is a real challenge, with key workers a priority. 

 

Free School Meal eligibility 

We are conscious of the wider financial impact of the Coronavirus and want to support families 
wherever possible.  If your financial situation has changed, your child may now be eligible for Free 
School Meals and Pupil Premium.  To check whether you are eligible, and to apply for Free School 
Meals and Pupil Premium, please click on the ‘Parents’ tab on our website and select ‘Free School 
Meals and Pupil Premium’. 

 

Contact details 

It is always essential we have the most up to date contact records, but now even more so. To check 
the information we hold, please click on the ‘Parents’ tab on our website and select ‘Parent 
Portal’.  Instructions and useful hints are available including a facility to reset your password if you 
have difficulty logging in. Please log in to check your child’s current details are accurate and 
update them if required. 

Do contact us if you require any help with the above or need to update records but cannot access 
the service. A reminder of our contact details: 

Enquiries email:  enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
Main reception Tel:  01736 363559 

 
Finally, our plans and preparations for the coming year are rooted in continuing our strong HDS 
values and ethos and relationships are central to this. Changes have been enforced upon us, but 
working together, parents, carers, students and staff can create and secure the welcoming, safe, 
friendly, positive and fun learning environment that promotes excitement for learning that we seek to 
offer every day at Humphry Davy School. Together, we can enjoy and achieve.  
 
We look forward to seeing your child soon. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
Bill Marshall 
Headteacher 

mailto:enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

