
 
 
 
Geography Curriculum Intent 

Curriculum Objectives 

What does it mean to study Geography at Humphry Davy School? 

Geography at Humphry Davy School aims to inspire a curiosity and fascination about the 

world and its people at both a global and local level that will remain with students for the rest 

of their lives. Our vision is to support students in becoming responsible global citizens, with the 

values and skills to thrive in a rapidly changing world. Students will gain knowledge about 

diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  Learning within geography 

promotes discussion, evaluation and justification skills which in turn allow us to develop oracy 

and articulacy within our students, alongside a sense of awe and wonder about the world 

around them. 

Curriculum Intent 

What we want students at the end of Year 8 to: 

• Have a real curiosity and fascination about the world and its people, grounded by 

age appropriate location knowledge of significant places and an awareness of 

diversity and global change. We aim to give students a real sense of place locally, 

nationally and globally, through exploring various locations such as Svalbard, The 

Horn of Africa and Mumbai, along with more local Cornish geography. 

• Become responsible global citizens, with a true understanding and commitment to 

sustainability. Sustainability is embedded within every topic at KS3, and learning is 

achieved through making connections between people, the economy and the 

environment. We particularly focus on sustainability and global change during a study 

of our perfect planet, through an enquiry into resource management and whilst 

learning about tropical rainforests. 

• Understand key physical and human processes and features of the world, how they 

are interlinked and how they create change. Physical and human geography learning 

is interlinked through each topic so students develop real synoptic thinking and 

approach learning through a questioning approach. For example, in y7 we ask ‘why 

do people live on plate margins?’ and ‘How can we protect Penzance from the sea?’ 

and in y8 ‘Will India ever be as developed as the UK?’ 

• Connect their geography learning to other subjects, their own lives and possible 

future careers choices, with the aim to inspire students to become lifelong geographers. 



• Become independent, confident and skilful geographers both in and beyond the 

classroom through a continued focus on 23 identified key geographical skills. 

• Use geographical terms and concepts confidently in their oral and written work alongside 

developing strong cross curricular literacy skills. 

• Develop numeracy in relation to geography and apply a range of analytical and 

statistical skills to interpret information and data. 

What we want students at the end of Year 11 to: 

• Extend and deepen their location and place knowledge from the most local to national 

UK geography and beyond through in depth studies of globally significant cities and 

countries like Lagos and Nigeria. 

• Be well-informed responsible, global citizens who make a positive difference to their 

local and global environment. Sustainability continues to embedded within every topic at 

KS4, and learning is achieved through making connections between people, the economy 

and the environment at a greater depth than at KS3. 

• Understand key physical and human processes and features of the world, how they are 

interlinked and how they create change. Physical and human geography learning is 

interlinked through Key Stage 4 so that students develop real synoptic understanding 

between different topics and geographical enquires. 

• Be able to use geographical terms and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways. 

• Develop the ability to think critically and to make decisions based on a variety of 

factors, including social, environmental and economic. 

• Connect their geography learning to other subjects, their own lives and recognise that 

Geographers have highly employable knowledge and transferable skills and provide 

opportunities to explore geography beyond KS4. 

• Be independent, confident and skilful geographers both in and beyond the KS4 

classroom through a continued focus on 23 identified key geographical skills. 

• Apply a range of analytical skills to interpret information and data. They will achieve 

this by decoding information to understand case studies and data collected through 

fieldwork investigating coastal processes and urban challenges in the local area. 

 

How British Values, PSHE and Careers are promoted in the curriculum 

In geography we explore decision making through ‘DME’ Decision making exercises, have the 

opportunity to explore and discuss injustices and inequalities and challenge and debate these 

through the exploration of geographical topics e.g why is the piracy in Africa? We encourage 

students to develop independent learning skills and to have opportunities to critically examine 

their values and attitudes. Students have many opportunities to understand their responsibility 

to conserve resources and play their part in terms of sustainable development and are 

encouraged to play their part as global citizens. Students are taught to respect people's lives 

and empathise with those affected by disasters and conflict. 

Careers education plays a pivotal role within the geography curriculum and we link many 

aspects of learning to work and the economies of the countries we study. For example when 

studying resource management and rivers we examine the different job roles involved in 

creating renewable energy and who’s role it is to prevent river flooding. 



 

 

 


