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Paticipation...

Remote Learning Success

At HDS this term we have been developing and  
personalising our blended learning provision as we 
navigate these uncharted waters. Students and staff alike 
have risen to the challenge and together have developed 
some outstanding work. Despite the remote nature of 
education at the moment, our students are keeping their 
effort, creativity and engagement very real. Here are just 
some examples of the amazing work that we have been 
seeing.  

We would like to take this opportunity to say a massive 
‘thank you’ to all the parents, carers and community teams 
out there who have ensured that the educational provision 
offered to our young people remains second to none.



Achieve...



Imagination...



Imagination... Aspire...

Whole School Choir

We all know the health benefits of singing 
(especially the mental health benefits) so with 
this in mind the HDS Music Department have 
created a whole school virtual choir to provide 
opportunity for both students and staff to join in 
and enjoy a bit of singing! We’ve chosen the 
song ‘Here Comes The Sun’ by The Beatles as 
hopefully some brighter, sunnier days are not 
too far away. Keep your eyes peeled on our 
website and social media accounts to ensure 
you don’t miss the final outcome! 

If you haven’t already, be sure to checkout our 

Careers @ HDS

The Careers Department has certainly been busy 
this half term!

With live presentations from Penwith College, 
Truro College and Cornwall College, our students  
have learned about how to apply, the 
qualifications they can gain, the routes 
into apprenticeships and the International 
Baccalaureate.

Question and answer events have also  

website to see the fantastic performances by 
students at our ‘virtual’ Christmas concert and 
get a flavour of what to expect!

been hosted, giving the students the  
opportunity to ask ‘anything Careers related’.

Alongside our work with the local Colleges, Mrs 
Richards (our Careers Advisor) continues to 
provide one to one support for students in all 
year groups.  Appointments have been taking 
place online or by phone throughout lockdown.  

If any students would like to meet with Mrs 
Richards, please contact her by email  
hrichards@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

National Apprenticeship Week

Apprenticeships offer a great opportunity to gain 
hands on experience and qualifications, directly 
in the work place!

There are many apprenticeships on offer, with 
new opportunities becoming available on a 
regular basis.  Some of these are illustrated below: 

Are you interested in becoming a police officer? 
There are now some new routes for joining the 
police.

A career in Policing can be can be extremely 
rewarding both for the individual and also for 

the communities that they will serve, and there 
has never been a more exciting time to join the 
police with the launch of the two new entry 
routes to become a police officer.

More information can be found here  www.
joiningthepolice.co.uk 



Exploring...

RSPB’s	Big	Schools’	Birdwatch
 
Students and staff at Humphry Davy School joined the thousands 
of people taking part in this year’s ‘RSPB’s Big Schools’ Birdwatch’.  
With the country currently in a lockdown it was a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to take some time out of their busy 
home schooling schedules to discover and appreciate the 
wonderful wildlife on our doorsteps.   

Students photographed, sketched and charted the wildlife they 
could see from their homes or whilst out for their daily exercise, 
and sent in their fantastic finds for us to see.  

We are so lucky to live in such a beautiful part of the country, and 
it is easy to become accustomed to the wildlife that we see on a 
daily basis.  The birdwatch was a brilliant chance to really take a 
step back to observe and appreciate the astonishing world we 
live in, something that is especially important at the current time. 



Exploring... Inspire...

Keeping Fit Virtually

Here at HDS we run a PE Aspire programme 
for our most able sports performers. Usually, 
our students would participate in a variety of 
sporting activities through interactive sessions, 
often lead by knowledgeable members of the 
community. 

Additionally, students are taught valuable 
information that can assist them in their quest to 
reach their personal highest standards.  During 
this term these students have been working 
tirelessly on Wednesday evenings to improve 
their fitness levels remotely. In order to achieve 
this, the students have been logging into MS 
Teams and following a ‘live workout’ lead by 

Miss Mathias, who told us “I have been incredibly 
proud of their hard work and determination 
during these sessions.”  

Keeping active can have an extremely positive 
effect on our mental health and wellbeing and 
whilst we are in another lockdown period it is 
brilliant to see that our students are continuing to 
push themselves physically.  

Well done everyone!



Confidence...

Cooking Up a Storm!
 
HDS students have certainly been embracing their remote 
learning and we love seeing the wonderful work that is being 
produced.  One student, who has taken his remote learning as 
an opportunity to build upon his catering skills, is Noah - Year 10! 

Noah is a keen chef and has taken it upon himself to create at 
least one family meal every week since the first lockdown!  Using 
the skills and recipes he has learnt during his catering lessons 
at school, Noah has made an array of different tasty meals for 
his family to enjoy.  From burgers, chorizo and spicy chicken to 
upside down cake and berry cheesecake; he really has turned 
his hand to all things culinary.  He loves adapting his recipes 
(usually with chillies or paprika) to give them his own twist and 
has insisted his family build upon their herb and spices collection! 

He has now turned his hand to some high ability pasta making 
and meringue dishes and we can’t wait to hear how he gets 
on. We look forward to returning to school and sampling his 
creations.



Confidence... Community...

A massive ‘well done’ must also go to Tonsley 
(and family) who cooked an amazing 
30 pizzas and delivered them to all their 
neighbours!  Tonsley and his family wanted to 
spread a bit of lockdown joy and the pizzas 
went down a storm in their local community. 
What a wonderfully selfless thing to do. It is at 
times like these when coming together as one 
community is so vital and small acts of kindness 
go a million miles.  Well done Tonsley! 

Sugar Awareness Week
 
As part of this years ‘Sugar Awareness Week’ 
our students were challenged with making 
some sugar free treats as part of their home 
learning activities.  

One recipe that was given as an example 
was a quick and easy sugar free Banana Bun 
recipe.  The recipe is on our website along 
with a few more for you to try!



Talent...

The Show Must Go On
 
We all need something to look forward to 
and, with this in mind, our budding theatre 
performers are still ambitiously preparing to 
delight audiences with a magical drama  
performance of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’-  despite the challenges of the 
current lockdown. 

Auditions were held in November and a cast 
of students from years 7-10 were selected 
before the Christmas break; eagerly awaiting 
rehearsals to begin in January. ‘Line-learning’ is 
well underway and rehearsals have been taking 
place ‘virtually’ this term with student ‘read-
throughs’ and live sessions focussing on ‘voice 
work’. 

There are also a host of other students involved 
in the creation of the show as, alongside the 
amazing performers, students have stepped up 
to offer their help and talents with backstage 
crafts such as costume, stage-makeup, sound 
and lighting. Inspired by the Minack Theatre 
their plan is to perform outside, creating the 
magical world in the beautiful surroundings of 

Drama Club Goes Virtual
 
Our Creative Arts department continues its 
dedication to inspiring and encouraging 
students beyond the academic curriculum  
and is enabling students to access  
opportunities to explore and develop  
outside of the set daily remote learning  
school tasks. 

Our fantastic Drama club has moved online 
and each week suggestions are being made 
for tasks and activities students may wish  
to take part in to have fun whilst building  
their skills and knowledge of drama. Tasks  
have involved watching a stage performance, 
trying out their own comedy, as well as  
tackling some hilarious tongue twisters to 
improve articulation!

our wonderful school site in the summer term. A 
‘dreamy way to spend a summer evening!’



Talent... Team Work...

‘Great	Tutor	Time	Bake	Off!’
 
Miss Stovell’s tutor group has been busy this 
lockdown taking part in their very own ‘Bake 
Off’ style competition! When Miss Stovell put 
forward the idea to her students they were all 
very keen to get their culinary hats on and turn 
their hands to baking. 

They agreed on a weekend date to produce 
their tasty treats before sending in photos of 
their bakes to be judged.  The group prepared 
everything from short bread cats to brilliant 
burgers! Miss Stovell was so proud of the effort 

her tutor group put in and was impressed by the 
deliclous looking outcomes!

All members of her group were involved in the 
decision of who should take the ‘Great Tutor 
Bake Off’ title and with some serious competition 
it was not an easy choice.  Congratulation goes 
to Layla who claimed the winning title!  
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who took part in our recent survey. There will be 
more opportunities next term.

We go into the half term holiday hopeful that 
we will soon hear the positive news that we 
can once again open our doors to all students 
and return to more familiar routines. Until then, 
please be assured we continue to do all we can 
to support you and your families. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you feel we can be of 
support in any way. 

Together we can look forward to a much brighter 
future.

Wishing you all a safe, restful, and relaxing half 
term

Bill Marshall, 
Headteacher

Fundraising	for	Laptops	during	Lockdown

Working together and creating a sense of 
belonging to our community has long been at 
the heart of our success and the school has a 
long-standing well-deserved reputation for its 
caring approach and ensuring no child is left 
behind.

Humphry Davy School has been fortunate to be 
able to provide over 125 laptops for local families 
through the DfE backed scheme, for which we 
are very grateful. However, we are very aware 
there are many more students whose access 
is limited, through no fault of their own, for  
all sorts of reasons including sharing the one  
laptop between 2 or 3 siblings during the  
school day, or are reliant on a ‘smart’ mobile 
phone.

We launched our CrowdFunding campaign 
earlier this month with every pound donated 
contributing towards increased laptop access 

and improving the educational outcomes of our 
local community.

Our Target was to initially raise £1,500 with our 
aim being to raise a further £3,500 - £5,000 in 
total!

We are pleased to announce that our 
‘Rocketfund’ has, so far, raised a total of £835, 
and we are due to receive a further £960 from 
the ‘Kit4Kids’ programme; a total of £1,795 in just 
2 weeks!

Thank you to all who have kindly supported our 
fundraising effort.

There are still 26 days remaining of our  
campaign, and we are optimistic that, with your 
support, we can smash our £5,000 target! 

To donate or to follow our progress, please visit:  
h t t p s : / / w w w . r o c k e t f u n d . o r g / h d s -
laptopsforlearning

Headteachers	Reflections

A New Year brings new opportunities

It has been an honour and a privilege to witness 
the evolution of our ‘blended learning’ provision 
during the lockdown, and the determination and 
resilience demonstrated by staff and students. 
The staff team have been driven by a collective 
moral imperative to do what is right by our students 
to ensure they experience the best education 
possible in the circumstances and, as can be 
witnessed in this newsletter, so many of your 
children have embraced the opportunities and 
created some stunning work. Ever the optimist, 
I believe a number of positives have arisen 
from our joint experiences and I look forward to 
exploring the opportunities associated with our 
new technologies over the coming weeks and 
months. Your feedback is a vital element of our 
evaluation processes and my thanks to all of you 


