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Careers Fair
 
A big ‘thank you’ goes to everyone who attended 
Humphry Davy School’s annual Careers Fair; 
another hugely successful year, with an amazing 
98 stands from a mix of exhibitors.  In attendance, 
to name but a few, were representatives from 
local Colleges, Universities, Business Sectors, NHS 
workers, the RAF, Army, Marines, Police, Fire Service, 
RNLI and members of our Alumni family.  

The day started early as exhibitors arrived to set 
up their amazing interactive displays, with doors 
opening to students from 10:15am. The whole day 
was buzzing with activity and students were able 
to gather a wealth of information about many 
different career pathways. HDS Careers Adviser, 
Helen Richards, commented “What an absolutely 
amazing day, it has been a privilege being a part 
of such a wonderful experience”. 

As you walked around the fair, you could see just 
how inspired the students were as they excitedly 
discussed career possibilities with each other.  A 
representative from the NHS explained, “The 
students were a pleasure to talk to, they asked so 
many great questions. The whole day has been 
amazing, so glad I could come”. Another exhibitor 
added, “The quality of interaction with the students 
was outstanding. They are focussed and asked 
meaningful and considered questions linked to 
specific Higher Education opportunities”.

All 750 of our students attended the fair; networking 
and experiencing the hands on activities that were 
available.  One student told us, “Now I know what I 
want to do when I leave school”.  We also opened 
our doors to students from local schools, giving our 
exhibitors the chance to meet a grand total of 
1000 young people from West Penwith!

Collaborate...
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Future Chef Competition

Year 10 catering students, Alberto and Mali, 
travelled to Rick Stein’s Cookery School this term 
to compete in the Cornwall finals of ‘Future Chef’. 
The National Competition comprises 4 stages; 
School Heats, Local Finals, Regional Finals and the 
National Final.  The competition was tough, but our 
students kept level heads and were congratulated 
on their conduct and cleanliness throughout the 
day. They had to make two dishes within 1.5 hours, 
as well as serving and tidying up.

Massive congratulations to Mali who won the 
Cornwall Final! Mali served up a honey glazed chilli 
salmon with lime and sesame sauce and roasted 
asparagus, followed by a passion fruit posset with 
shortbread biscuits. The judges said her salmon was 
excellent; they could not believe how successful 
Mali had been in cooking salmon so perfectly, as 
well as preparing a mouth-watering dessert. 

Progressing  to the  next stage of the competition, 
Mali then travelled to Petroc College in Tiverton 
for the South West Final.  The final consisted of 
ten students going head to head with only one 
winner going through to the finals in London.  At 
the end of the intense 1.5 hour competition Mali 
took a breather, pulling a box of homemade oat 
biscuits from her bag, sharing them around and 
commenting “Oh, it is just something I made last 
night when I was bored!”.

Although Mali did not make it through to the 
next stage, the judges told us that Mali was in the 

Selfless Donations
 
Just before Christmas, Humphry Davy student Alice, 
made the decision to cut her hair short in order 
to donate her lovely locks to the Little Princess 
Trust.  The Trust’s incredible work provides real hair 
wigs free of charge to children and young adults 
who have sadly lost their own hair due to cancer 
treatments and other illnesses. Donating your hair to 
this fantastic cause is an incredibly selfless thing to 
do and we could not be prouder of your charitable 
act Alice, well done!

top three and worked exceptionally hard.  She 
even had industry chefs from St Austell Brewery 
approach her to ask if she would like to join their 
apprentice programmes when she leaves school! 
Mali has a lot of talent and, we’re sure, a bright 
future ahead.  We cannot wait to hear all about it!

Achieve...



Litchenberg-Gymnasium School Visit
 
The start of January saw the HDS ‘New Notes Jazz 
Band’ welcome their musical counter-parts from 
the Litchenberg-Gymnasium School, Cuxhaven. 
The visiting 30 musicians and 3 members of staff 
were extended a warm Cornish welcome and, 
throughout the week, sampled some of the best 
that Cornwall has to offer! Firm favourites included 
Pasties, St Michael’s Mount, St Ives and the Eden 
Project! 

The highlight of the visit was the massively successful 
‘Jazz Café’ performance on Tuesday 15th January. 
The evening was well attended by local dignitaries, 
members of the ‘Twinning Association’, parents, 
carers and friends. Audience members were 
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provided with a musical, and edible, feast! The 
evening started with the Litchenberg-Gymnasium 
‘Function Band’ performing classics from artists 
such as Bruno Mars and Oasis before handing over 
to the HDS ‘New Notes Jazz Band’ and then the  
Litchenberg-Gymnasium ‘Big Band’. Both bands 
were extremely well received and performed a 
wide and entertaining repertoire. The evening 
culminated with two joint numbers, bringing both 
jazz bands together to share their love of music 
and jazz! With over 50 performers on stage, the 
evening certainly was spectacular!

We look forward to continuing our collaboration 
with Litchenberg-Gymnasium School and 
welcoming them back to HDS in the near future.



‘I	Love	my	Job’
 
Five years can often race by, particularly when you 
are having fun! In Year 7, we start to encourage our 
students to think about future careers by looking at 
the different options available to them; be it further 
education, employment or training.

This term, all of our Year 7 students took part in a 
morning of ‘I Love my Job’ workshops.  Professionals 
from many fields of employment were represented, 
delivering motivating and inspiring workshops on 
why they do the jobs they do.  They answered 
questions about the different opportunities that 
are presented in their areas of work as well as 
discussing what skills, experience and qualifications 
are needed in order to succeed.
  
Helen Richards, our Careers Adviser, commented,” 
I believe that young people need to appreciate 
the many different careers that are available to 

them. If they have something to work towards, 
even if it is just an idea, and that idea changes 
several times, they will be more motivated at 
school and achieve higher grades”. 

What an inspiring morning, here’s to the next one!

Community...

Boccia Success
 
On Friday 18th January two teams, comprising of 
eight students from years 7-10, travelled to Truro 
College to participate in the Lord’s Taverners U19 
Boccia competition. 

The competition was fierce between the 19 
teams in the tournament. Our students played 
exceptionally well and one team placed 3rd 
overall! They will now travel to Exeter to compete 
in the South West Regional Final!  

Throughout the tournament the students were 
excellent ambassadors for the school and 
displayed true sportsmanship and resilience. Well 
done to all involved!



Charity...

GSUS LIVE!
 
We were lucky to welcome back the GSUS Live 
trailer this year for the third time running. 

Designed to take classes of up to 32 students, the 
trailer provides an interactive environment in which 
students can talk with other young people about 
the topics of Rejection, Fear and Forgiveness. 

Students were given the opportunity to ask 
questions throughout the sessions, whilst discussing 
pertinent subjects such as minimising fears, 
forgiveness and the impact of social media on life. 

Thank you to ‘Counties’ (a UK Christian Charity) 
for providing us with this opportunity, to ‘Churches 
Together’ for hosting throughout the week, and to 
Rev Howard Peskett for organising the event. We 
look forward to future visits!
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HDI continue to raise funds
 
Our HDI group have been busy raising 
further funds for their partner schools in 
rural South Western Uganda. Working with 
ACE, a local charity, they have already 
provided £3600 to build and equip a Girls’ 
room at Rukongi School near to Kisoro in 
May 2018.  Students attended a ‘One 
World Supper’ event, organised by the 
Rotary Club of Mounts Bay, where they 
raised another £1700. Alongside this, HDI 
have organised ‘match funded’ events 
at school raising a grand total of £4000. 
This will cover the cost of building and 
equipping a further Girls’ room, this time 
at Gisozi School. 

“These students are a truly inspirational 
group of young people - they give their 
time freely to follow in the footsteps of the 
school’s original Interact Group, some 
members of which travelled to Uganda 
to teach in our partner school for two 
weeks in the summer of 2017. The way 
in which the current HDI members have 

taken up the challenge of changing lives for the better, even 
though those lives are many many miles from Penzance is 
impressive and they deserve recognition. To raise funds for 
not one, but two rooms in such a short space of time is a real 
achievement.”
 
Mr Royle, Assistant Headteacher



Succeed...

Cross-Country Championships
 
We have had a very successful term of PE fixtures. 
Well done to everyone who has taken part!

Congratulations to Rosin, Aoife and Adam who 
represented the school in this year’s Cornwall 
Schools Cross-Country Championship!  They 
placed highly in their races and should be so proud 
of what they achieved. 

The Year 7 boys’ football team were in action 
against Cape Cornwall. With such a large number 
of players taking part in training sessions, we were 
able to field two teams and make the fixture into 
a 3-team tournament!  Stand-out performers were 
Adam for the ‘H’ team and Jack for the ‘D’ team. 
The Year 8 boys’ football team also enjoyed a 
victory against St Ives, showing fantastic team work 
and true sportsmanship throughout the games.
  
Our girls’ teams have also been in action. Taking 
part in the Penwith Indoor Cricket tournament, 
our girls had a great day; performing with great 
skill.  The Year 7 and 8 girls’ football teams travelled 
alongside the boys’ team to Cape Cornwall School.  
The girls showcased some of their well-practised 
techniques, both teams leaving with victories! The 
students were buzzing with excitement as they 
returned to school! 

Keep up the brilliant work everyone! 

The Perfect Venue!

Are you looking for the perfect venue for your club, 
group, organisation or event?

Humphry Davy School boasts a variety of rooms 
for hire on weekday evenings, and on Saturdays, 
with onsite parking available.

Both regular and one off events are welcome.

To find out more information please go to the 
Community Lettings page on our website: 
www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

For enquiries about room hire, please contact 
Miss Roberts on 01736 363559 or 
aroberts@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk



Year 9 turn their hand to sausage making
 
Year 9 catering students welcomed Marc from Duchy 
Charcuterie this term.  The students spent a lesson with 
him learning how to take the meat off Pork Shoulders, 
mince them and then make them into Hogs Pudding!
 
The session was a valuable experience for our Year 
9’s who are currently learning about the provenance 
of food. They asked engaging questions throughout, 
taking full advantage of Marc’s extensive knowledge 
within his field.  They discussed the benefits that meat 
can have on our diets with each student then having 
the opportunity to make Hogs Pudding and take some 
home to share with their families!

Team Work...

Award Ceremony
 
Our ‘Plastic Free HDS’ team attended an award 
ceremony on Friday night to officially receive our 
‘Plastic Free School’ award.  A great evening was 

had by all and it was brilliant to celebrate alongside 
others in the wider community. The award is now 
being prominently displayed in our school reception 
and we are very proud! Well done guys!



Key Dates For Your Diaries

26.02.19 Year 8 Parents Evening and Options Evening

26.02.19 Year 11 Mock Interviews

07.03.19 World Book Day
 
15.03.19 Comic Relief - Wear Red Day!

05.04.19 End of Spring

Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance
www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559

Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
Ad Astra, per aspera 

As we break up for the half term holiday, students 
across the country, including many from Humphry 
Davy School will be partaking in the Schools 
4 Climate Action protest. In addition to those 
protesting outside New County Hall in Truro, 
students at HDS have a series of presentations 
planned to raise awareness of the issues and how 
we can all play our part to alter climate change. 
A petition is also planned to capture the strength 
of feeling. Everything we provide as a school is 
about preparing the young people in our care to 
be ready for their future; it is great to see so many 
passionate individuals proactively campaigning for 
a better future!  

Looking towards a brighter future, my assemblies 
this term have reflected upon the actions of those 

involved in space exploration. A small plaque on 
the site of the Apollo 1 launch pedestal, where 
fire took the lives of all three crew members in 
1967, reads, “Ad astra per aspera”. Translated this 
means, “To the stars, through adversity”, and there 
is no doubt that to reach great heights you need 
to work hard, not give up and overcome any 
obstacles put your way. The Year 7 ‘I love my job’ 
talks were led last week by previous HDS students 
who have gone on to be incredibly successful 
in their careers; from the navy to doctors. If our 
Year 11 students continue to demonstrate the 
same positive attitudes I see every day, right up 
to their GCSE examinations next term, then I am 
certain they will achieve great things too! Keep it 
up everyone!

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and safe half 
term!

Mr Marshall, Headteacher

We are now on Instagram! 
 
To keep up with all the wonderful things our students 
get up to you can follow us by searching:

officialhumphrydavyschool

Or scan our nametag!


