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Plastic Free HDS
Students have taken it upon themselves to tackle the
issue of single use plastics within the world today.
They aim to encourage their peers to eliminate, or at
least reduce, their use of these plastics, in the hope
that they can make a positive impact on the
environment.
Student Sky stated ‚Our mission is to eliminate single
use plastics around school, from cling film in your
packed lunch, to polystyrene in the restaurant. We
are a group of twelve students from Year 8 who see
plastic as the threat it is and want to
make a difference.‛

the matter.
Sky further commented ‚As much as we are doing,
twelve students cannot do this alone. We need
everyone's support, from students to staff, each
change we make will have a positive impact‛.
Well done to all the students involved, you should be
proud of the great work you are doing! For further
information or to get involved speak with Ms Atkins, in
the library, or Mrs Rodger, in science.

Working alongside Surfers Against
Sewage, the students have taken
part in assemblies to voice their
message across the school. Their
powerful message has even
reached the international stage with
ARD German TV interviewing the
team and broadcasting the
assembly. The group took it in their
stride, staying calm and collected
whilst expressing their thoughts on

Community...

Gymnastic Success!
Building upon our 2017 success, our Under 16 and
Under 13 Mixed Gymnastics teams competed in the
Regional British Schools Milano Teams Gymnastics
competition at Bideford. It was a long day with some
excellent gymnastics and Humphry Davy students
performed extremely well.
The Mixed Under 16 team had extremely tough
competition but performed strong vaults, clean floor
routines and a dazzling synchronised floor routine! The

team scored highly but just missed out on qualifying
for the Nationals by 0.45 points, coming 3rd overall. It
may have been their first competition, but the Mixed
Under 13 team performed like experienced
professionals and through sheer determination,
powerful vaults and elegant floor routines they won
the competition and will be travelling to Stoke on
Trent in March for the National Team Finals.
A fantastic achievement!

House Captains meet HRH Princess Anne
Our newly appointed group of Year 10 House
Captains visited Truro Cathedral to meet HRH Princess
Anne, Patron of the Restorative Justice Council. The
House Captains really enjoyed the day, having the
opportunity to watch films and hear speeches. They
also learned about the implications of developing
restorative practice in schools which will contribute to
improve safeguarding, resilience and mental health.
They saw a wide variety of age groups present their

ideas, from nursery age to university level and, to top
it off, a speech from HRH Princess Anne who spoke
passionately about building on the skills they have
developed and how this is important for future
generations. The challenge now is for the new House
Captains to transfer the good practice seen in other
educational settings and build on our own restorative
practices here at Humphry Davy to support our
student community.

Achieve...

Careers Fair 2018
Our annual careers fair proved bigger and better this
year, not even the grey weather could dampen our
spirits. With an amazing 100 stalls and 200 exhibitors
the school was buzzing with discussions of life after
school.
The fair was like no other, and our students certainly
weren’t expecting our opening act, which was the
arrival of an amazing Merlin Helicopter which flew
over from RNAS Culdrose to land on our school field! It
was an incredible sight, and sound; one that we
know will stay with our students for a long time!
Throughout the day students were able to head
across the field to climb aboard the aircraft and
explore.
We were excited to welcome exhibitors from all
different areas, including construction, veterinary, the

Armed Forces, ICT, child care, public services,
finance, catering, sports, business, games design,
retail, media, medicine, beauty, carpentry,
hairdressing, electrical, motor vehicle and more!
Student Lily enthused ‚I’ve learnt so much from each
stall, for example the skills I need for each job and
what GCSEs I need. It has really pointed me in the
right direction for what I need to do in the future.‛
One of the exhibitors went on to say ‚It’s brilliant, it is
really engaging the children with the options they
have in the future.‛
It is amazing to see how enthusiastic and inspired our
students are after this brilliant day. Thank you to
everyone who contributed their time on the day, our
students and visiting schools certainly benefitted from
your knowledge. We are already excited to see what
next year has in store!

Educate...

Collaborate...

Careers...

Ambition...

First Aid Training
Mr Brown has been very busy this term, delivering life
support training sessions for all our Year 7 students.
Here at HDS we believe that it is very important to
understand the risks of Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA),
which kills 2,000 people weekly in the UK, as many as
270 of these being children at school.
All students and staff receive training on how to give
CPR and use Automated External Defibrillators (AED)
confidently. An AED is a portable electronic device
that automatically diagnoses the life threatening
cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation and
pulseless ventricular tachycardia. We are very lucky
to have two of these incredible lifesaving devices in
school!
The students have been keen to learn these life saving
techniques and fully engaged themselves within the
lessons; understanding the importance of the training
and knowing that one day they could possibly take
the skills they have acquired and put them to use.

Caring...

Our Teams Showing True Sportsmanship
The Year 7 football team have been in action this
term. On one occasion they played against Redruth,
competing in the first round of the County Cup.
The fixture was forced indoors due to the on-going
January weather and a waterlogged pitch at
Redruth. The match was split into four quarters of 6-aside football, giving all players equal game time. We
took an early lead and maintained this until halfway
through. Excellent goals were made by Joby, Harry,
Josh and Kane.
The physicality of the Redruth team proved to be the
difference in the end, as they eventually went on to
win, progressing to the next round. Well done boys,
you always show great sportsmanship and should be
proud of yourselves.
Our Year 8 boys indoor cricket team took part in an
annual tournament at Mounts Bay Academy as well
this term and despite losing their first game against
Cape Cornwall the team did not let this discourage
their enthusiasm, bouncing back in their game
against St Ives going on to qualify for the knockout
stages.
We were eventually defeated in the semi-finals
against a strong Cape Cornwall team. All the boys
came away with smiles on their faces knowing they
had succeeded. Some notable performances came
from Ed and Alex, as well as Orson for his brilliant
batting skills. A huge well done to all of the players
involved!
Year 8 were in action again, but this time it was the
football teams turn. They finally had the opportunity
to play a game against Penair School after several
postponements and cancellations because of the
recent wet weather.
The game was actually played in surprisingly good
conditions which was a pleasant surprise. This put the
team in high spirits with both Charlie and Micho
coming close to scoring in the first half; spurring our
team on. The second half did not quite go to plan
and a couple more goals were conceded to Penair
School. This would have certainly been more if it had
not been for the brave efforts of our goalie Ed who,
intercepting the ball with no fear, was credit to the
team. The effort of the HDS players throughout could
not be faulted and Tommy was able to grab a couple
of late consolation goals.
Well done to all our sporting teams for their continued
effort, we are very proud to have you representing
our school.

Talent...

Big Schools’ Birdwatch
Animal Care students have been busy this term getting
involved in the RSPB’s ‘Big Schools’ Birdwatch’ programme;
a great opportunity to get our students out of the classroom
and learning about the fantastic British wildlife we have all
around us.
At Humphry Davy we are very lucky to have such beautiful
natural surroundings which are always buzzing with wildlife.
Binoculars, clipboards and cameras at the ready Mr Morley
and his team of budding ‘twitchers’ photographed a huge
number of bird species (as well as the resident grey squirrels)
before researching the specific needs of the birds and how
we can adapt our environment to encourage greater
diversity. Check out the RSPB website for the national
picture.

Respect...

Poetry Live!
Despite it being in the early morning, a freezing cold
day and the prospect of a long minibus journey
ahead of us, the trip began in high spirits. We were
excited to meet the poets whose work we`ve studied
and see how the minds worked behind the poems
that will play a part in our exams. After a lovely walk
around the city, we began our first stage of the trip
which was to visit M-Shed, a museum containing all
the fascinating aspects to Bristol`s history. It was
intriguing to see all the weird facts and stories that
created the Bristol we saw today.
We then went to one of the campuses of the
University and had an enriching lecture on two of the
poets we`ve studied, Tennyson and Browning, which
showed us the context behind them and also how
similar they were. It was then off to the Youth Hostel
for a welcoming warm meal, and before we knew it,
it was the next day and we were off to the Poetry
Live event.
Thousands of students were packed into the theatre
from all over the country, everyone brimming with

elation and curiosity. Our first poet was Gillian Clarke,
followed by Carol Ann Duffy, the current poet
Laureate. It was amazing to hear them both read
out their poems how they intended them to be.
Simon Armitage was up next and was such an
enthusiastic person as well as being very funny. Imtiaz
Dharker was after and was so lovely, giving us an
incredible performance of her poems. She was
closely followed by Owen Sheers, who gave some
good advice for any aspiring poets. Daljit Nagra was
also an inspiration and gave a wonderful
performance of his poems. Last but not least was
John Agard, who was by far the most astounding
poet and had such an amazing vibe in the way he
spoke, moved and performed his poems.
Each and every one of the poets we saw were a real
eye opener to how influential poetry can be and I
was so grateful we got a chance to meet these
extraordinary people.

Article written by Elsa Rainbow

Boccia Success
Congratulations to our two Key Stage 3 Boccia teams
who recently participated in the Lord’s Taveners U19
competition in Brannel. Boccia is a highly skilled
Paralympic precision ball sport related to bowls and
the students show dedication and commitment,
giving up two lunchtimes a week to attend practice

sessions. The competition was fierce between the
sixteen teams but our students played exceptionally
well and were placed 3rd and 4th overall.
Throughout the tournament the students were
excellent ambassadors for the school and displayed
true sportsmanship. Well done to all involved!

Team Work...

Protect Against Flooding
During their Geography lesson, Year 10 Geographers
attended
a
workshop
run
by
the
Environment Agency on flood risk. They were shown
how to protect their home against flooding and how
to identify areas at risk of flooding. During

the interactive session, students used Lego, flood
water and even floating poo! All the students thought
the workshop was great and very useful, especially as
we are currently studying Rivers in Geography.

Dave Izzard Inspires Year 11 Students
Dave Izzard from Penwith College came in to our Jikoni kitchen to
give a demonstration of high level skills and presentation to our
Year 11 catering groups.
The session was to support our students who will soon be taking
their practical exam after the Easter holidays in catering on how
to achieve high level skills easily and present dishes to a restaurant
standard. The session saw Dave make and cook pasta from
scratch that were filled and presented with a selection of
beetroot cooked in a variety of ways.
And then very excitingly a Peruvian dish using Gurnard filleted in
front of our Year 11’s and served up with a scattering of dried ants
which tasted like peppercorns! It was a very inspiring session and
students came away with lots of ideas. They could even speak to
Dave about what they are considering to make, to boost their
grades even more.

Aspire...

500 Words Competition
Year 7 and 8 students are busy drafting short stories for
the annual BBC 500 words short story competition. The
stories are allowed to be on any topic, but must be
fewer than 500 words. Ms Atkins, the school librarian,
will be selecting the best stories to enter into the
competition. Stories will be judged on originality, plot,
characterisation, language and enjoyment. Chris
Evans will read the top 50 entries with the eventual
finalist winning Chris Evans’ height in books! Happy
writing!

Lego League Competition
A group of our intrepid Lego engineers competed in
the regional First Lego League competition in
Plymouth. A series of rigorous challenges included a
very entertaining team building exercise of trying to
cross a river with just two lily pads, a presentation on
their research project for recycling dirty water and
discussing their robot programming prowess! The
culmination of the day was three rounds of ‘robot
wars’ where our team competed against other
schools on the custom made Lego mat.
Accumulating as many points as possible from a
range of different scenarios, our amazing group
walked away with the ‘best robot performance’
award, their largest trophy won in three years of
successful competition! Students are now preparing
for the next competition at RAF St Mawgan later this
month. Visit our website and social media pages to
hear how they get on!

Participation...

Future Chef Local Final
Two of our Year 10 catering students, Michael and Bethany
competed in the Future Chef competition at Penwith
College after making it to the local final. Bethany’s dishes
consisted of crab cakes with a chilli jam and Asian ‘slaw
followed by a lemon curd cheesecake. Michael’s main dish
was chicken Chow Mein followed by a chocolate mousse
with almond shortbread. The dishes were of a really high
standard and it was a really close call between all the chefs.
Michael came third overall and won a pestle and mortar
and both students were commended on their professional
skills in the kitchen, being the
first group in five years to be
seen tidying as they went
along. Well done!

KYBA Cake Sale
Our KYBA (Kernow Youth Book Award) group
organised a very successful cake sale on The Plinth
this term. They raised over £100 which will go towards
their KYBA T-shirts and the cost of the KYBA ceremony
at the Eden Project in April.

The group were involved in creating posters
advertising the event, baking cakes and selling them
on The Plinth and around the school. Well done to all
those involved and thank you for everyone’s support.
Look out for the next cake sale for World Book Day!

Opportunity...

Music Scholars Expand their Musical Insight

spaces and classrooms.

Music Scholars took part in an overnight trip to
London as part of the Music Scholarship Enrichment
Programme. Eleven students travelled up to the
capital and were treated to a jam packed 24 hours
of tours, shows and sightseeing, all centred around
expanding their musical insight.

The trip concluded with a visit to Covent Garden
which is known as a hot spot for street performers and
buskers. Whilst there, the group got to witness
performances from a string quartet and a solo opera
singer. Suddenly the small London street felt as if it
were a grand concert hall as the performers
showcased their talents and wowed the growing
crowds.

First stop on the tour was Leicester Square’s TGI Fridays
for a much needed meal after a full day travelling.
Some of the boys decided to treat the sit down dinner
as a ‘Man vs. Food’ style eating challenge. Not that it
was a competition but we have to say that Year 8’s
Micho came out on top after making quick work of
the towering ‘Gravy Seal’ burger.
Next up we headed for the evening’s entertainment.
Students were treated to the musical masterpiece
‘Wicked’ at the Apollo Victoria Theatre. Every aspect
of the performance was a master class in performing
arts; the lighting and stage production made the
whole thing feel like you were looking into another
world. During the interval some of the students were
able to take a look into the ‘band pit’ where the
show’s musicians were stationed, out of sight from the
audience.

London proved to be a fantastic opportunity for these
young musos to see music being studied and put into
practice in one of the biggest musical hubs in the
world. We are sure the trip gave each of them
something to aim for and a reason to up their
practicing.

The following morning the group headed to the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama for a talk
through the courses available and a tour around their
world class facilities. Here the students were given an
insight into one of the best music colleges in the world
and were given the opportunity to ask current
students questions as well as explore the performance

Enrichment...

Headteacher’s Reflections
It has been, without doubt, one of the wettest Spring
terms in my ten years as Headteacher of Humphry
Davy School!
But the weather has not dampened the spirits of the
students or staff and it has been a pleasure to see so
many involved in such a wide range of curriculum
and enrichment activities since Christmas. Year 7
students are completing their First Aid, resuscitation,
CPR and Defib training; teams are competing in the
Rotary Club Youth Speaks Finals; Gymnasts have
competed and qualified for national competitions;
Music Scholars enjoyed a fabulous visit to the London
Guildhall; Boccia Teams have excelled in county
competition; Year 11 Poets enjoyed inspirational
workshops in Bath and Bristol; mathematicians
attended Plymouth University; talented sportsmen
and women were appointed Sports Captains with
others attending the 'Step into Sport Young Coaching
Academy'; Lego engineers achieved highly again in
Plymouth University competitions; and of course all
years had opportunity to explore future careers at the
Fair in January. At some point they must have fitted in
some lessons!
The term started with Year 11 students receiving their
mock results and advice regarding what to focus
upon as they prepare for the real examinations in the
summer term. They continue to make good progress
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and if they can ensure 100% attendance they will
have the tools and knowledge to give them every
chance of success.
Attendance at the Year 11 Parents' Consultation
Evening was very good and similarly with the Year 7
recently. It was a pleasure to see so many of you and,
as ever, we are incredibly grateful to all parents and
carers for your on-going support. Working together is
the best way to help our children thrive and achieve.
Looking to next half term I would be very grateful if
you could ensure your son or daughter returns with
the correct school uniform and is punctual to school
so we can avoid unnecessary conflict and focus on
the primary reason we exist - to provide the highest
quality of education, in all its forms, for your child.
Those of you 'of a certain age' will appreciate when I
say I thought I had gone back to the 1980s recently
when I was confronted by a trend of 'white socks',
'cropped' and 'baggy trousers'. Advice has been
given to individuals to resolve uniform issues for next
half term and please, if in doubt refer to the details on
the school website.
I wish you all a fabulous half term break and look
forward to returning to school on Monday 19th
February 2018!
Bill Marshall
Headteacher

