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Belonging...

“The more you put in, the more you will get out!”
 
A phrase often quoted by myself and those who buy into our Humphry 
Davy School philosophy.

The vast array of clubs, activities, and experiences we offer at HDS 
are integral to delivering our vision of a school where we celebrate 
individuality and nurture a true sense of belonging.

They complement our academic offer to provide a complete 
educational experience and we are committed to fulfilling the potential 
of all the students in our care.

Feedback from parents and students often centres on how individuals 
valued the support and opportunities offered during their time at the 
school and the confidence visibly gained.

We encourage every student to get involved in as many of the activities 
as possible and take great pride in seeing young people succeed.

Check out the pages of this newsletter to get a flavour of the opportunities that await you.

Join Humphry Davy School and discover talents you may not even realise you possess!

I look forward to meeting you.
 

Bill Marshall
Headteacher



Adventure...

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award! 
 
We are excited to offer our students the rewarding 
experience of taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
(DofE) programme; a real adventure from beginning to 
end!  DofE prepares and develops young people for life 
and work, helping them to fulfil their potential. For many 
young people, the impact can be life-changing. 

The skills our students collect from taking part in the 
programme are invaluable and the memories and stories 
are priceless!  We always love hearing of our students 
adventures whilst taking part in this prestigious award.



Friendship...

Year 7 Camp
 
During the first term Year 7 students have the 
opportunity to take part in the brilliant HDS camp.

This is a fantastic way to start the school year and 
gives our new students a chance to really get 
to know their new school mates.  Friendships are 
born and confidence is grown during this fun filled 
‘getting to know you’ experience for both staff 
and students. 



Confidence...



International Engagement
 
We are proud to offer a global curriculum that 
promotes understanding and appreciation of  
other cultures. Encouraged to participate in 
volunteering schemes, transition programmes 
within primary schools and charity fundraising 
initiatives, our students respond with maturity and 
compassion. 

We have partner schools in Cuxhaven (Germany), 
Concarneau and Loperec (France), Zaragossa  
(Spain) and Kisoro (Uganda) which facilitate 
curriculum projects, student and teacher 
exchanges and student visits. All the links are 
managed by a team of International Prefects who 
have made a commitment to use the partnerships 
to challenge the way our students think about 
global, humanitarian and environmental issues. 
They are fully involved in travelling, fundraising, 
giving assemblies and generally broadening 
cultural horizons. They are supported by the  
Interact Group and HDI Group who work in 
collaboration with the Rotary Club to support 
charities both in Cornwall and overseas.

Students are given the opportunity to take part in 
several trips overseas during their time with us and 
we believe that students benefit immensely from 
these once in a lifetime experiences.  

Enrichment...



Enrichment... Opportunity...



Careers
 
Our comprehensive careers programme is 
available to all students from Year 7 onwards. 
We believe that it is important for our students 
to develop transferrable skills and good working 
practices which will enable them to become 
more employable in whatever field they choose 
to pursue in the future.

Every year HDS hosts a spectacular Careers Fair  
for all our students to attend.  With up to 100  
different stands each year, we are able to 
showcase a wide variety of future career 
prospects and further education options.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our students to network 
with local companies and gather information to 
further inspire their life aspirations. 

Five years can often race by, particularly when you 
are having fun! In Year 7, we start to encourage 
our students to think about future careers by 
looking at the different options available to 

them; be it further education, employment or 
training.  Students take part in ‘I love my job’ 
workshops where professionals from many fields 
of employment deliver motivating and inspiring 
sessions presenting their area of work.  
 
Our dedicated Careers Adviser, Mrs Richards, 
is always on hand to assist students in all things 
careers and believes that a true motivator in 
succeeding in school is being aware of the many 
different careers available to them. 
 
Every student has multiple opportunities to liaise 
with employers from a range of workplace sectors 
every year. Local colleges and apprenticeship 
providers also work closely with our students.

In Year 10 students will take part in a work 
experience week to further prepare and inspire 
them for life beyond education. 

Collaborate...



Aspire...



Respect...

Looking After the Environment
 
HDS students and staff are very passionate 
about the environment and in 2018 a group of 
students took it upon themselves to inspire others 
to make positive and sustainable changes to 
their everyday lives.  

Hosting assemblies, speaking with news crews 
and attending regular meetings with Mr 
Marshall, the school’s Business Manager and 
our restaurant team the students were able to 
implement effective change within the school 
and were awarded with ‘Plastic Free Schools’ 
status.

In 2019, HDS played host to an amazing Climate 
Change Conference, organised by Penwith 
Education Trust (of which HDS is a member).  
With HDS’s amazing Mazey Day Orangutan 
keeping a watchful eye, students from primary 
and secondary schools in the Penwith area were 
invited to HDS to spend the day thinking about all 
things Climate Change and their commitment 
to the Green Charter.

The HDS Library

From Douglas Adams to Marcus Zusak, our 
library is very well stocked and has nearly 
8,000 books for students and staff to enjoy. 
Students are able to take their pick from 
fact, fiction, graphic novels, poetry and for 
readers who want a shorter text or selection of  
quick reads. We also stock a good range of 
magazines with titles appealing to all. 

Encouraging a positive reading culture in and 
out of school is of vital importance to us and to 
support this aim the library is home to the Kernow 
Youth Book Award (KYBA) reading group. KYBA 
students read and discuss six selected books 
chosen by participating schools across Cornwall, 
before choosing their favourite and attending an 
exclusive award ceremony at The Eden Project 
where they get the opportunity to meet the 
authors.

The Library is a quiet, bright space to sit and 
read, do homework or relax with friends during 
break or lunch. It is also the perfect space for 
hosting literary events such as author visits, World 
Book Day activities, our annual Primary Literature 
Festival and exciting book sales!



Creativity...Respect...

Getting ‘Hands On’!

Our amazing Applied Learning faculty is home to 
Textiles, 3D Design, Photography, Computing, Catering 
and Animal Care.
 
Our state of the art facilities include a fully equipped 
industrial kitchen, home to our ‘Jikoni’ restaurant which 
regularly hosts pop up dining events for the community 
to enjoy. 

Laser cutters, 3D printers, a full Mac Suite and our 
photography studio also give the students the  
opportunity to express their creativity and get ‘hands 
on’! 
 



Inspire...

Science, Engineering and Technology
 
There are plenty of fun activities and clubs for our 
students to get involved in outside the classroom.  
The annual Green Power Race is a highlight of the 
year, where students in our Kit Car club can both 
showcase the result of their hard work, and excel on 
the racecourse.  Similarly, our Lego Engineers have 
been hugely successful in local, regional and national 
competitions - last year winning the prestigious ‘Robot 
Design Award’ for the fourth year running!

We look forward to taking part in the ‘BBC School 
Report’ every year, which is a fantastic opportunity for 
our budding presenters, reporters and researchers to 
get involved!  

For those students who enjoy the outdoors, our  
allotment club is busy all year round, providing produce 
for wider use in the school.



Achieve...



Community Events
 
Through participation in local events and 
partnership with international communities, our 
students develop a sense of social responsibility 
and a global outlook.

The creative talents of students and staff enhance 
a whole host of events within the local community. 
They showcase their music, drama and art at a 
variety of venues throughout the year. You may 
have seen our fantastic sculptures over the years 
parading down the streets of Penzance as part of 
the annual Mazey Day celebrations! 

We are always so excited to take part in this 
wonderful community event every year and 
our students and staff never fail to deliver in  

showcasing their creative talents.  The weeks 
leading up to this iconic day in our school’s 
calendar are spent learning new and unique 
artistic techniques where all students are given 
the opportunity to take part in the building of our 
parade sculpture.  Music students spend their 
evenings practicing their chosen ensembles to 
ensure a polished and entertaining performance 
for all to enjoy.  

Celebrate...



Community...



Expressing Creativity
 
At HDS, students are actively encouraged to 
express their natural creativity, and there are many 
opportunities for them to showcase their talents! 
With a wide variety of exciting and enriching  
after-school clubs, life at HDS extends well beyond 
the school day.

In the lead up to the Christmas period students are 
able to audition to become part of our fantastic 
Panto cast, who participate in regular rehearsals 
before performing to large crowds of primary 
schools pupils and parents.  This is just one of the 
many performance opportunities throughout the 
year.

Talent...



Talent... Grow...



Sport and Fitness
 
A milestone in many school calendars is Sports  
Day, but nothing can quite compare to the HDS 
school spirit.  

Students take part in different sporting events 
throughout the day and, after lunch, the whole 
school comes together on our large school field 
for the running races.  The atmosphere is electric 
with all students cheering for their house teams.  
This truly is a fun filled day for all involved and it is a 
fantastic opportunity for our students to participate 
in friendly competition.

We run an expansive offer of after-school sporting 
clubs and take part in fixtures across the County.  
This is always a brilliant way for students to make 
friends, keep fit and build confidence. Our 
students are taught the value of team work and 
sportsmanship which are skills that they continue to 
build on throughout their studies at HDS. 

Team Work...



Participation...



Charity...

Charity
 
Over the years our students have raised thousands of 
pounds for many national and local charities, as well 
as giving their free time to help well deserving causes.  

Charities that we work with and are proud to support 
include:
•	 The Ronnie Richards Memorial Charity – raising funds 

to install defibrillators in schools across Penwith (at 
HDS we have three AED’s on site). We work closely 
with the RRMC and our in-house team of trained 
staff to ensure all of our students are annually 
taught lifesaving skills.  

•	 Cancer Research UK - Our annual ‘Race for Life’ 
involves the whole school. Last year we raised 
£2,818 for Cancer Research, giving us a grand total 
of £11,371 raised in just four years. 

•	 Other community activities include beach cleans 
with Surfers Against Sewage and Plastic Free PZ,  
non-uniform days and cake sales to raise funds for  
Red Nose Day, Comic Relief and Sport Relief. 



Year 11 Ball

To celebrate the end of an era, to say goodbye 
and to wish them well, our students attend 
a stunning evening of glitz and glamour with 
Tregenna Castle, St Ives, as their backdrop. 

With GCSE’s behind them and much to look 
forward to, the ball is a fantastic opportunity for 
students to mark their graduation from school and 
look forward to the next stage in their lives. 

Charity... Success...



Imagination...

Activities Week
 
One of the highlights of the year for many students 
and staff is the HDS Activities Week. To round up 
the year, our students are able to choose from an 
array of different activities including horseriding, 
surfing, printmaking and coasteering. There really 
is something for everyone! This week is always 
packed full of invaluable experiences  with 
countless opportunities for students to build on 
friendships, meet new people, develop skills and 
to grow in confidence.



Imagination... Exploring...



Want to know more?

Visit our website to find out why we are the 
number one choice  

for pupils and their families. 

Don’t Forget

The deadline for September 2021 admissions is  
Saturday 31st October 2020

For further information on all admissions  
made during the academic year head over  

to the admissions page on our website.
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