
CommunityMatters
December 2022

Cover: Christmas Concert

•	 INSIDE:
•	 Class of 2022 Presentation Evening
•	 Children In Need
•	 HDI Raise Money



Creativity...

 Trengwainton Garden Christmas Lights

Local artists John Keys and Alessandra  
Ausenda, who run Tough Dough CIC, were 
commissioned by the National Trust to set up 
a lantern project at Trengwainton Gardens for 
Christmas this year.  

They invited our school to take part and students 
participated in a workshop to construct a 
lantern. With the Christmas lights having been 
‘on hold’ for the past two years, students were 
excited to be taking part again and to express 
their creativity. 

The lanterns were erected in the gardens 
ready to be viewed by the public between 

30th November and the 11th of December.  
Mrs Oliver wrapped up warm to visit our  
students’ creations and was thrilled to see 
their beauty as they shone brightly on a dark 
December night.  A lovely way to start the 
Christmas period. 



Caring...

 Elf Mail Service for Street Food Project  
 Penzance

HDI Students have been busy raising money for 
Street Food Project by providing a Christmas 
‘candy gram’ message service.  For £1, a 
candy cane with personalised message was 
delivered by elves to friends and members 
of staff. Students aim to deliver a hundred 
messages over the Christmas period. 

Students also raised £267 by selling cakes, 
Christmas decorations, cards and plants on 
their organised fundraising day on Friday 9th 
December, where students were encouraged 
to wear Christmas jumpers to school! They 
wrapped up their fundraising with a HDI Cinema 
Christmas special: Elf! Attended by students 
from all year groups. The hot chocolate went 
down very well!



Confidence...

 HDS Christmas Concert
 
Wednesday 7th December saw over 80 
students take to the stage to perform in the 
Music Department Christmas Concert. 

The ticket sales were to capacity and the festive 
cheer was plentiful! The evening started with 
the HDS Music Scholars performing Christmas  
classics in a festively decorated Room 
33 for audience members enjoying a hot 
beverage and mince pie or two!  Not to 
be outdone, the main stage in the Gym 
was highly decorated and lighted to  
embrace the breadth and variety of musical 
performances on offer! 

The evening showcased the fantastic talent, 
hard work and variety of the different ensembles; 
with audience members even being introduced 
to new instruments such as the Boomwackers, 
as the Percussion Ensemble performed the 
festive classic Jingle Bells! 

The evening finished with a mass performance 
of Fairytale of New York, as all 80 performers 
took to the stage - there was not a dry eye in 
the house!

Well done to all the students who took part, 
you did a fantastic job and it is always lovely 
watching your talents develop year after year!  



Performance...



Celebrate...

 Christmas Lunch

Our students enjoyed a lovely Christmas lunch 
this December which was freshly prepared on 
site by our brilliant catering team. 

A big thank you to all involved in producing 
another wonderful, tasty Christmas feast for us 
all to enjoy. Both students and staff alike look 
forward to this every year and this year was no 
exception! 

There were smiles all round and the atmosphere 
in the restaurant was lovely to see.  Christmas 
lunch day it always a great way to get into the 
Christmas spirit and it never fails to disappoint. 



Friendship...



Educate...

 Hospitality and Catering Talk

We were excited to welcome the Chief 
Executive of the National Health Service, 
Brandie Deignan, to HDS to discuss future 
career prospects with our Year 10 Hospitality 
and Catering students.  This hugely inspiring 
presentation enabled our students to see the 
world of opportunities open to them through a 
career within the industry.  

Brandie explained to the students the route 
she took through her career from starting as 
a receptionist and waitress, to being a CEO in 
charge of all the NHS doctors across the country 
and working as an advisor to the government.  
Student feedback was hugely positive with 
comments ranging from: ‘it made me realise 
how to get to the top jobs from starting at the 

bottom’ and, ‘It made me see I need to not just 
stay in the same job for too long, I need to look 
for the next step up and then the next to get to 
the higher paid jobs’.

Thank you Brandie, we look forward to 
welcoming you back again soon.

 Green Careers Week
 
At HDS we continue to encourage our students 
to consider the many different career paths 
available to them.  

This term we celebrated ‘Green Careers 
Week’ with lots of things to get involved with.  
Students were encouraged to visit the library at  
lunchtime to learn more about the many 
‘Green jobs’ that benefit the environment, 
have the potential to halt climate change, 
reduce carbon emissions, restore nature and 
increase economic growth. 

As part of Green Careers Week and to  
co-inside with Cop27 we were lucky enough 
to have had a visit from “ONE BLUE EYE” an 
entrepreneur whose vision is to ensure that 
recyclable plastic never goes back into landfill.  
One Blue Eye is currently working with several 
local businesses to help them to become more 
sustainable and to turn their recyclable plastic 
into a precious commodity.   Wow! What a win 
for Planet Earth! 



Educate... Imagination...

 Bookbuzz and a Schooltastic Book Fair! 

Having chosen from a fantastic choice of 17 
titles Year 7 have now received their free book 
to take home and keep. All titles will also be 
available to borrow from HDS library. Every year 
we welcome our Year 7’s with a free book... 
what a wonderful way to start their reading 
journey at HDS!

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
half price book fair. We smashed our target 
and book sales reached an incredible £392! 
This enabled us to purchase free books for HDS 
library.

 Christmas Tree and Food Bank Donations

In the lead up to the Christmas break, students 
have been kindly bringing in food donations 
to give to the Street Food Project food bank.  
These have been displayed around the base 
of our Christmas tree which is standing proud in 
reception.   

We have also been able to donate a further  
£200 to the project due to the generosity of  
David Mynne who came to school to perform to 
our students earlier in the week.  He was blown 
away by the compassion shown by our students 
and asked that we present this cheque on his 
behalf.  Thank you David! 

Watching the collection grow day after day 
illustrates the kindness and generosity of our HDS 
community and we couldn’t be prouder.
 
We hope you have all enjoyed seeing it everyday 
as much as we have and that it has bought 
some much needed festive cheer to a very cold 
December! 



Respect...

 Remembrance Day
 
The HDS community remembered those who 
have served and continue to serve as part of 
our Remembrance Day service this term. With 
special recollections of those connected to 
Humphry Davy School.

Mrs Oliver and the senior students joined the 
civic parade from St John’s Hall, Penzance to 
Battery Rocks and laid a wreath on behalf of 
our school community.

Special thanks to our brilliant senior prefects, 
our superbly talented bugle players and those 
who represented their uniformed organisations.

 The Penzance Street Food Project
 
On 4th November, HDS Interact club 
raised £450 for Street Food Project 
Penzance with a Halloween film 
screening of The Addams Family, a cake 
and sweet sale and a non-uniform day.  
On 17th November Matt Perry, Project 
Manager at the SFP, came in to visit the 
students and to explain more about the 
work of the organization.  

Street Food Project is a meal service that 
operates seven nights a week, 365 days 
a year, plus a food bank offering weekly 
shopping to families. This volunteer-led 

service was created to support the homeless and those 
experiencing financial hardship. 

HDS Interact continued to support Street Food Project 
with Christmas fundraising events that took place 
throughout December.



Respect... Achieve...

 Class of 2022 Presentation Evening
 
We were thrilled to welcome back the Class of 
2022 for their GCSE Presentation Evening this 
term.   The evening was a fantastic opportunity 
to catch up and find out what everyone has 
been doing since they left us this summer.  

We celebrated their successes with special 
awards and reminisced on their lives at HDS 
with addresses from student speakers and staff 
members.  The message; “We all share this very 
unique life experience as a year group, and 
that is something we will hold in our memories 
forever.  Well done to us.  We did it!”

Thank you to everyone who attended, it was 
lovely to see so many of you.  We would like to 
again wish you all the very best with you future 
endeavours and urge you to stay in touch.  

Be sure to join our alumni association so you 
can easily share all the wonderful things you 
get up to! www.futurefirsthub.org.uk/register/
humphrydavy



Charity...

 Raising Money for Children in Need
 
The HDS community came together to raise 
money for ‘Children in Need’.  

A non-school uniform day with penalty shoot 
outs in the sports hall, dancing in the gym and 
board games in the library were all great ways 
for our students to get involved and donate.  
Not to mention have fun in the process! 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity!



Opportunity...

 HDS Student Performs at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

“I was nominated by ASOne Cornwall Music Education Hub to perform 
alongside 50 musicians from around the country to create a ‘pop-up 
orchestra’. 

It was run by the LEAP Ensemble at the Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire who provided professional coaching and were very  
supportive of all the musicians involved! 

The project started with three online Zoom rehearsals with musicians 
from across the country and culminated in a weekend (26th & 27th 
November) in Birmingham, rehearsing and performing to a packed 
concert in the Birmingham Symphony Hall. The repertoire included a 
mixture of classical and pop music including ‘Into the Unknown’ from 
the sound track to Frozen II, ‘Believer’ by Imagine Dragons and the 
‘Finale’ of the Firebird Suite by Stravinsky.” 

What an incredible achievement! Congratulations Molly! 

 Christmas Carols

Year 7 students took part in a beautiful Carol 
Service at Penzance Catholic Church this 
December.  

It was lovely chance to sing as well as reflect 
and think about the true meaning of Christmas. 



Get Involved...

 Sport @ HDS

Netball

In October our Year 7s played against Mounts 
Bay Academy.  The enthusiasm across both 
teams was incredible to watch when playing on 
court and cheering from off the court.  It was a 
delight to see our 12 year 7s with smiles on their 
faces from the beginning to the end despite the 
score. 

Following this, our Year 7s played St Ives.  Again, 
they demonstrated some excellent passing 
skills and it was a pleasure to watch the girls 
really enjoy their game time and are starting to 
experience playing against other schools. 

Our Year 8s have made great progress working 
the ball down the court by demonstrating some 
brilliant teamwork. In their match against Mounts 
Bay, they made use of the space on the court 
and the players were able to turn over the ball 
on many occasions.  The team played some 
amazing netball while keeping a positive attitude 
throughout. 

The Year 9 girls played a very good game 
of netball against St Ives in November.  The 
girls showed some strong shooting skills which  
resulted in them winning the game. The 
girls worked together as a team with good 
communication skills and enthusiasm. 

The Year 10 girls played another very good  
game against St Ives. Their defending players 
presented some good defending skills, taking 
the ball back into their possession on many 
occasions, which resulted into a few extra 
shooting opportunities. 

On Thursday the 8th of December Mounts Bay 
and St Ives came to Humphry Davy to take part 
in qualifying games for netball for the Cornwall 
school games. Each school had a Year 7 and 
Year 8 team. Within the six different games that 
took place, the HDS team demonstrated some 
really good netball passes and scored some 

amazing goals. This again was a mixed 
gender event and was a good chance to 
get some of the boys involved within some 
netball as none of them have never played 
before. Both netball teams qualified for the 
school games which was a massive win for 
the teams. 

Football

The Year 11 football team played a really 
tough game of football in the U16 match 
at Truro School. The boys were showing 
some excellent passing skills throughout the 
game and were able to show some good 
communication skills. Truro were a tough 
opponent team for Humphry Davy but 
the boys worked hard in keeping a good 
game play and also supported each other 
throughout. 

Dodgeball and Kinball

In November, HDS hosted a dodgeball and 
kinball tournament with other schools within 
the area including Mounts Bay, St Ives and 
Cape Cornwall. This event brought many 
smiles to students faces and gave them an 
opportunity to try something new and enjoy 
themselves. The school did very well within 
the tournament, being in the top three for 
each group result. The afternoon was filled 
with high spirits and a lot of competitiveness 
from all of the students. The schools were split 
in their ages, with the under 13s starting with 
dodgeball and the under 16s starting with 
kinball, then swapping over once all games 
had finished. 

On Wednesday the 7th of December, the 
Year 7 and 8 team of St Ives school joined us 
for games of dodgeball. This was a friendly 
game and allowed students to have fun 
while showing some competitiveness with 
the games. It was a delight seeing the 
students enjoying their time representing the 
school in something some of them have not 
played before. 



Rugby

In November we were delighted to welcome 
two members of the Pirates rugby club to come 
in to coach a session with some of our girls.  The 
two coaches taught the girls some basic skills and 
really got them interested.  It was such a good  
experience for the girls to be able to experience this 
and hopefully get them playing some more rugby 
in the future. 

On Thursday the 8th of December Mounts Bay 
and St Ives came to Humphry Davy to take part 
in qualifying games for tag rugby for the Cornwall  
school games.
  
The three schools went onto the Astro pitch and  
each played each other to compete to make 
it to the school games. This was a mixed gender 
tournament which was a first for many of the students. 
With a tough competition of games, the HDS team 
showed off their tag rugby skills and demonstrated 
excellent team work. The HDS team qualified for 
the Cornwall school games tournament which will 
be a brilliant experience for the whole team.  

Hockey

A group of students took part in an Under 16s 
hockey tournament. This event brought some 
serious competition for the team, with some difficult 
opponents. The team took part in three different 
games and kept positive attitudes throughout the 
day. This was a good experience for the players as 
they now can’t wait to take part in another hockey 
event. 

Leisure Centre Trip 

One of the Year 9 sport BTEC  group took a trip to  
the leisure centre to look around and experience 
the different facilities that they have to offer.  They 
took part within a virtual boxercise class, which 
they all enjoyed. This trip helped students with their 
learning and also was a chance to encourage 
them to join and interact in their own time. 

Team Work...



 Treneere Christmas Light   
 Switch On 

On Sunday 11th December, HDS 
students joined the local community 
to switch on Treneere’s Christmas 
lights! The Impact Choir performed 
30 minutes of heart-warming 
music around a flood lit Christmas 
tree, combined with the wintery 
conditions it certainly brought 
festive cheer to the event. 

 Music Mark School

HDS has been awarded the ‘Music Mark Award’ 
for Excellence in Music. The music department was 
nominated by the ASOne Cornwall Music Education 
Hub in recognition of musical excellence in both 
curricular and extra-curricular music. 

Mrs Bradley-Metcalf, Director of Music said, “It is such 
a privilege to receive the nomination in recognition of 
the hard work of both the students and staff. We very 
much enjoy providing opportunities for students to 

engage with music making experiences 
and hope to continue expanding the 
wide variety of opportunities for all”.  

Community...



 A Christmas Carol One Man Show

On 13th December, local actor David Mynne 
performed his one man show of A Christmas 
Carol for the whole of Year 10.  We all  
thoroughly enjoyed the adaptation!
 
Students said: “The thing I liked most about 
the one-man play is the way he changed his 
voice to suit the character exactly how you’d 
imagine they’d sound. Scrooge’s character 
was just like in the film and book as well as the 
three spirits and every side part.   In addition, 
the performance was well-adapted to fit just 
one actor by reducing the interaction between 
the characters and changing the dialogue to 
suit just one person on stage.“

“I really liked how he used sound effects to 
set the scene and his use of simple props with 
multiple uses was really creative.”

“I liked the one-man Christmas Carol because it 
was funny and very accurate to the original story. 
It was very well acted, especially considering it 
was only one man!”

You can see David’s amazing one man show 
at St Ives Library on the 17th December; at The 
Minack on 21st and 22nd December; or at The 
Acorn Theatre on the 23rd December.  Be sure 
to pay him a visit! 

Silver	Duke	of	Edingburgh’s	Award

Please note that the Silver DofE will not be running 
during our Activities Week this year.  

New dates are being finalised for the expedition 
and will be communicated to parents/carers via 
ParentMail.  

Thank you.

Community... Collaborate...



 Learning with Olympic Medallists

HDS has been one of only 20 schools in the 
Country to take part in a pilot project called 
‘I have the Power’. The ‘I have the Power’ 
programme has been created with young 
people to use the inspiration, and leadership of 
Youth Sports Trust Athlete Mentors to empower 
Young Leaders. 
 
Nine Year 10 students have been working with 
a group of fifteen Year 7s to improve wellbeing 
through the positive power of play and sport, 
build friendships and foster understanding of 
one another. The Year 10 students were subject 
to a full training day with Athlete Mentor, Annie 
Vernon who is an ex-GB rower and Olympic 
Silver Medallist. They then put what they had 

Aspire...

learnt into action, planning, and delivering 
8 sessions to the Year 7 students. Annie has 
since returned to school to see both the year 
7 and 10 students in action. Annie was very 
impressed with the high quality of leadership 
demonstrated by the year 10 students, and the 
hard work and determination on show from 
the Year 7 students. It has been very pleasing 
to see new friendships blossom throughout this 
time. 



Christmas...

 Humphry Davy Lantern Parade

The Humphry Davy Science Ambassadors 
spent many fun hours making their Davy 
inspired lanterns to lead the Humphry Davy 
parade. Annually celebrated on the birthday 
of the great man himself (17th December) 
the parade is run by the organisers of the 
Golowan festival and involves children from 
all schools in the area proceeding through  
the town with lanterns to celebrate his life; we 
are honoured to lead the school’s parade! 

Visiting artist Amada Lorens supervised the 
construction of the lanterns this year and 
helped produce some fabulously Davy  
themed willow beacons which the  
ambassadors will proudly carry on Saturday 17th 
December as they make their way through the 
town. 

This is such a wonderfully festive way to end the 
term and is a fantastic celebration of the town’s 
history.  Be sure to come and see us!

Merry Christmas
From all the animals in the lookout!



Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry Davy School
Coombe Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Key Dates For Your Diaries

03.01.23 First Day Back

19.01.23 Year 11 Parents Evening
 
08.02.23 GCSE Music Performance Evening

10.02.23 Last Day of Term

Headteachers Reflections

I am blessed to work with an amazing, dedicated 
team of staff who like myself, are committed 
to the Penzance and surrounding community, 
continuing the tradition and example of others 
before us over the past 112 years of education 
provided here on the Humphry Davy site. 
Year 11 Leavers at their presentation evening 
made reference to the positive and supportive 
impact the staff had on their lives and how they 
will be remembered, and I strongly suspect 
each and every ex-student will have many 
fond memories of teachers and support staff 
from their time in school. John Pollard was 
one of those dedicated, compassionate and 
caring teachers and school leaders. Anyone I 
have ever spoken with has only ever had the 
greatest of respect for the man, his values and 
the way he went about his work committed to 
the community and seeking to improve the life 
chances of all the young people he met. Our 
sincere condolences to his family following his 
recent death and those of us fortunate enough 
to be in post will continue to do all we can to 
follow his example to serve our wonderful local 
community and do the best we can by the 
children you place in our care.

In recent weeks, I have enjoyed many a 
conversation with parents, carers, students, 
colleagues and members of the public linked 
to the vital role music plays in all our lives. And 
at this time of year, with long winter nights 

and freezing temperatures, the multitude of 
performances by our talented students here at 
HDS have lifted spirits, warmed hearts and help 
create that sense of community and belonging 
that we all seek in some format or another. 
Christmas is a time for celebration and as we 
can see from the newsletter, there is much 
fantastic work and many achievements to be 
celebrated. My thanks as ever to all our parents 
and carers for your support and also to the staff 
for the fabulous work that they do. I look forward 
to the New Year - an opportunity for students to 
put the old year behind them and make a new 
start and commit to the future. Year 11 students 
are very aware that GCSEs are just a few months 
away and even Year 7 students are realising 
that your time at school can pass incredibly 
quickly and you need to invest yourself in the 
wealth of opportunities available or you may 
well miss out!

Interim, enjoy the holiday and whether you 
celebrate Christmas, Hannukah or any other 
festival, my very best wishes to you and your 
families.

Enjoy some quality time together!

 
Mr Marshall 
Headteacher 


