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Creativity...

A Cornish Christmas Carol

On Monday 13th December the whole of Year 
7 got into the Christmas spirit with a trip to The 
Acorn Theatre to watch ‘A Cornish Christmas 
Carol’. 

Think Dickens, but set in Camborne in relentless 
mizzle, with pasties instead of turkeys and 
puddings. Everyone enjoyed the songs, the 
dancing and the jokes!  

Some of our Year 7 students commented:
“I liked how they used a book for the set. The 
songs were excellent too.”
“I loved it all. They are such great actors. I liked 
the songs; they were really funny.”
“The Acorn show was very well produced. It 
had great props and outfits which were very 
funny!”

If you get the opportunity, we thoroughly 
recommend going to see it!

Selfless Acts of Kindness

We want to say a huge ‘Congratulations’ to 
student Kiera who has been having a very busy 
month indeed! 

Kiera has spent her spare time designing and 
creating necklaces to sell and with her profits 
has bought chocolate selection boxes which 
she is donating to those in need. 

A tremendous act of kindness and one that will 
mean so much to the people who receive 
them. 

Your selflessness will make someone’s Christmas 
this year and you should be immensely proud. 
‘Well done’ from everyone here at HDS.



Respect...

Remembrance Day

Our school community fell silent at 11am on 
Thursday 11th November to remember those 
who have lost their lives in conflict, those who 
have served, and their families.

The two minute silence was impeccably 
observed across the school, and with the Last 
Post echoing around our school grounds for all 
to hear, we remembered.

Staff and Senior Students also gathered in 
Penzance for remembrance Sunday. 

Rain and Lily were superb ambassadors for 
the school; supporting the parade through 
the town and laying a wreath on behalf of our 
school community.

There were also many of our students 
brilliantly representing their various uniformed 
organisations or playing superbly in the band.

It was a poignant remembrance parade and 
service, much of which was delivered in the 
Cornish Language.

We will remember them.



Collaborate...

The MFL Department Get Christmassy

It has been a really festive end of the term for 
some of our MFL students. 

Connecting with our partner schools around 
the world continues to be an important aspect 
of school life here at HDS. This term our GCSE 
French students have created and starred in a 
Christmas song and video to wish our partner 
school, Le Nivot, Brittany, a very Merry Christmas. 

In Year 8 students have exchanged their second 
penpal letter of the year with the addition of 
some very creative Christmas cards.

The Millionaire’s Club

This term, Year 7 were given the challenge of 
reading a million words. 

After reading many books our students 
completed online quizzes that also audited the 
number of words they had read.  

Congratulations to Poppy on becoming an 
Accelerated Reader Word Millionaire, reading 
1,170,561 words in total!

Congratulations also go to the following 
students who are well on their way to reading 
their millionth word:
Kit, Lily, Ned, Stanley, Olivia and Meghan. 
Matilda and Isaac.

All students received certificates and rewards 
for their efforts. Well done!

Students wanting to attempt this challenge 
should contact Ms Atkins in the library. 

Keep reading!



Community...

Penzance Christmas Window Competition

HDS is taking part in the ‘Penzance Christmas 
Window’ competition again this year; an event 
which sees shop windows around Penzance 
town transformed into magical winter 
wonderlands. 

Our students spent a morning creating beautiful 
stars for this year’s theme ‘light it up’.  Be sure to 
visit our window (former Whirlwind Sports shop) 
in the Wharfside shopping centre and vote for 
our school! 

https://lovepenzance.co.uk/christmas-window-
comp/



Participation...

Our Christmas Concert

December saw the return of our annual 
Christmas Concert. It was great to see our 
students showcasing their well rehearsed 
performances to their peers.  

The audience was treated to brilliant 
performances from our range of different 
ensembles who filled the room with some 
festive classics.  This year’s concert featured 
the widest range of HDS Music ensembles to 
date with 16 separate acts from 12 individual 
ensembles!

Student, Dmitri, performed a fantastic solo 
performance on his saxophone, showing off 
just how much his skills on this instrument have 
developed over the years.  To stand up in front 
of an audience takes courage and to stand up 
alone without the support of your band mates 
is something to be very proud of indeed.  

The show came to a close with school favourite 
‘Band of Fiasco’ who closed with the Christmas 
hit ‘I Wish It Could be Christmas Everyday’ by 
Wizard.

It was a wonderful end of year Christmas treat 
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it.  Students 
were heard still humming Christmas tunes as 
they filed out of the school gates at the end of 
the day. 

Well done everyone involved! 

Visit our website to see the videos! 



Confidence...

Christmas Donations

Over the last few weeks we have been 
collecting donations for the local food bank 
and the homeless appeal.

During the final week of term, the Interact 
Club helped to sort, organise and deliver food 
donations to our local Food Bank for Penzance. 
All food has been donated by HDS staff and 
students. 

As well as the food bank donations, mentor 
groups have donated items for the Homeless 
appeal. Parcels will be delivered to those in 
need, not just over the Christmas period but 
throughout the year. 

A huge ‘Thank you’ to all those who have 
contributed in some way, your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. 

Have a very Happy Christmas!
Miss Stovell 



Team Work...

PE - Get Involved! 

As always, our PE department have been very 
busy this term!  Our students and staff have 
attended many different fixtures over the 
weeks; a couple of standout experiences were 
the ‘Cornwall Schools Winter Games’ and our 
Year 7 and 8 girls first ever ‘Rugby Festival’.  

Rugby Festival
Students taking part in the rugby festival firstly 
warmed up with a series of skills and drills led by 
young leaders from Truro college, local 
coaches and school teachers. In the afternoon 
they experienced full contact matches against 
other schools, showing great enthusiasm, 
determination and teamwork and represented 
the school fantastically!

Winter Games
The winter games saw teams of boys and girls 
taking part.  

The girls braced the hail, wind and rain to 
represent the Penwith area in netball.  As it 
was an adapted game of netball, where every 
player must play in every position, our girls were 
certainly challenged. They demonstrated the 
Cornwall School Games values of passion, self-
belief, respect, honesty, determination and 
teamwork throughout all the games. 

The boys did very well in qualifying for the 
Winter Games. Both the Year 7 and 9 rugby 
teams competed very well in some very tough 
weather conditions and the opposing teams 
were great competition! The Year 7 team 
went through to play local rivals Mounts Bay 

Academy in the third-place play-off and 
narrowly defeated them in a close and even 
contest. The Year 8 team went one better 
and progressed through to the final and, after 
finishing level after each half, the ‘moment of 
the match’ was awarded by the referee. Well 
done to all players in securing the gold medals! 

Well done to all players, girls and boys involved.

FIFA 22 Championship!
Humphry Davy School has been selected 
to take part in the first-ever PlayStation F.C. 
Schools’ Cup FIFA 22 Championship! After a 
large amount of interest in the competition, 
we were one of 32 schools from around the 
country who were selected to take part in 
the inaugural year of the tournament. The 
Playstation FC were really impressed with our 
school’s passion for gaming and long-standing 
commitment to the PlayStation F.C. Schools’ 
Cup. We will be launching the Humphry Davy 
School Fifa 22 Championship in January, 
where the winner will have an opportunity to 
represent the school and compete against 31 
other schools later in the year. 



Talent...

Music Scholars Meet Graham Fitkin

The HDS Music Scholars enjoyed a bit of Humphry 
Davy legacy this term with a concert and workshop 
from Humphry Davy alumni Graham Fitkin. Graham is a 
professional composer who attended Humphry Davy 
Grammar School before going on to work around 

the world, writing music for orchestras, 
ensembles, soloists, and installations.
 
Students were in attendance at Truro 
Cathedral where the Three Spires 
Singers performed Graham’s latest 
commissioned work, Humphry Davy- 
The Age of Aspiration. It was a great 
experience for the young musicians to 
see a full orchestra perform in such a 
lovely setting by a former student of our 
school.  

Graham was then kind enough to come 
into Humphry Davy School to deliver 
a question-and-answer workshop to 
our music scholars, discussing the inner 
workings of his career and his creative 
process. The music scholars had prepared 
questions and were very interested to 
hear about the array of jobs Graham 
has been commissioned to undertake 
throughout his career.  

Reading Ambassadors

The newly appointed Reading 
Ambassadors have been fantastic this 
term, assisting with a range of duties, 
including cataloguing books, the 
running of lunchtime clubs and the 
distribution of rewards. 

Several of our Reading Ambassadors 
also participated in ‘The National Teen 
Reading Club’, an after school online 
club with other schools. The students 
were given the opportunity to listen 
to live broadcasts with inspirational 
authors and Illustrators, as well as 
chatting to other students about 
books and participating in a creative 
writing piece.  All the students involved 
told us how much fun it was talking 
to others who are just as passionate 
about books! 

The following students have all been awarded with 
certificates and rewards for their help and participation: 
Robin, Elexa, Amilie, Olivia, Maybelle, Abi, Hayden and 
Kiera. Well done!



Achieve...

KS4 Presentation Evening

We were thrilled to welcome back the Class 
of 2021 this term for their GCSE Presentation 
Evening. It was great to have the opportunity 
to celebrate their many achievements and to 
catch up on what they have been doing since 
they left us in the summer.

We were treated to a range of different 
speakers throughout the evening; from staff 
members to former students, including a 
personal video message from HDS Alumni and 
Olympic Champion, Helen Glover.  

2021 leaver, Micho, also shared with us a 
polished piece on the drum kit which was 
met with thunderous applause from all in 
attendance.  

Due to work commitments Helen Glover was 
unable to attend in person but kindly recorded 
her inspirational message which we were 
thrilled to share with the former students.  Helen 
told us how one of the main things she took 
from her life at HDS was to “take opportunities” 
and when she first took up rowing she “gave it 
all she had”; something she believes everyone 
should do in their life because you never know 
where something might take you. “Take every 
opportunity and every chance that comes your 
way and grab it with both hands.”
 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Oliver, echoed 
Helen’s message, sharing her own words of 
support to the students “Not only do I believe, 
and Helen endorses - a passion can turn into 
expertise, or mastery - I believe it is absolutely 
essential. To not follow your passion in life is a 
recipe for failure and unhappiness. A travesty.”

The student address was delivered by Ida who 
reminisced on both her and her peers’ time at 
school and thanked staff for their commitment.  

GCSE certificates were presented and special 
awards given out for everything from ‘Best 
GCSE Results’ to ‘The Good Egg Award’. The 

students were also presented with a yearbook 
which contained a collection of photos, 
reminding them of the many memories they 
have collected over the years.  We hope that 
this book will serve as a lasting reminder of 
the fun you had during your five years at HDS. 
Anyone who was unable to attend on the night 
please do come and pick up your copy from 
reception. 

A big thank you to all who attended, it was great 
to see you all and we cannot wait to see what 
you accomplish in your future endeavours. Be 
brave, grab the opportunities and thrive!

Please keep in touch by joining our alumni 
association! We would love to hear about all 
the wonderful things you get up to.  Sign up 
is quick and easy, visit www.futurefirst.org.uk 
and search Humphry Davy or head over to our 
website!  



Celebrate...



Belonging...

Christmas Lunch

Our students, once again, enjoyed a delicious 
Christmas lunch this December; freshly prepared 
on site by our amazing catering team! There 
were smiles a plenty as everyone tucked into 
their fabulous festive treats. 

Both students and staff alike look forward to 
this every year! It is always a great way to get 
into the Christmas spirit and it never fails to 
disappoint. 

A big thank you to all involved in producing 
another wonderful, tasty Christmas feast for 
us all to enjoy. As always, it was absolutely 
delicious!

Our HDS musicians also dusted off the old 
carolling books to bring a spot of festive cheer 
whilst everyone tucked into their lunch.  It was 
lovely hearing the traditional  Christmas carols 
ringing out from the Drama Hall! 



Educate...

Headteachers Reflections

I have stated many times how proud I am of 
our wonderful school community and there is 
no better time of year to appreciate this more 
than the end of autumn term with so many 
large scale, community events.

After all the disruption over the past couple of 
years, it was a sheer delight to host face-to-
face the KS4 Presentation Evening; an event 
that celebrated the individual and collective 
successes of the year group and provided 
opportunity to once-more enjoy the community 
spirit that bonded together the students.

Subsequently, it has been my privilege to witness 
the talents of our current younger students 
perform in the Christmas Concert, compete 
and win in the Cornwall School Games, create 
an artistic showpiece for the Penzance window 
display and and of course demonstrate their 
learning and progress in the classroom across 
the wide range of subjects we offer.

Over the years we have strived to provide a 
comprehensive extra-curricular and enrichment 
offer. Success ultimately relies on student 
engagement and participation and I am 
delighted to see so many students once again 
put themselves forward and I am honoured 
to experience the talents of so many gifted 
students shining through, and the appreciation 
shown by their peers. 

Each time, the words of Nelson Mandela come 
to mind: “Courage is not the absence of fear, 
but the triumph over it. The brave man is not 
he who does not feel afraid, but he who 

conquers that fear.” 

Every time a student steps out onto a stage to 
perform; creates a meal for others to enjoy; 
participates in sports and competitions; takes 
an exam; or volunteers to help the community 
in the public spotlight, they have to overcome 
their fears and demonstrate great courage and 
I am proud of them all. It is incredibly satisfying 
to see them ‘conquer their fears’ and watch 
them visibly gain in confidence over their time 
at Humphry Davy, often bringing great joy 
to everyone else in attendance. Well done 
everyone!

I mention exams as I wish to offer special 
congratulations to our Year 11 students that 
have successfully completed their GCSE Mock 
exams. They have demonstrated a mature 
and determined attitude throughout what we 
know is a very pressurised time and their results 
would suggest they are well placed to enjoy 
great success in the summer. Staff are looking 
forward to sharing details at the January Parent 
Consultation and we are confident that working 
together the students can go on to achieve 
great things!

Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy and 
enjoyable Christmas from everyone here at 
Humphry Davy School!

We look forward to welcoming you back in 
January. Please remember that all students 
begin with Remote Learning from home on 
Tuesday 3rd.

Bill Marshall, Headteacher 

A Message From Our Governors

On behalf of the Governors, I would like to 
thank parents and carers for all the support you 
have given the school throughout this Autumn 
Term. It is greatly appreciated.  It has been a 
challenging time and we would also like to 
express our thanks to all the staff at HDS whose 

resilience, professionalism and care has kept 
the school ‘An inspiring and vibrant place for 
learning’. We wish everyone an enjoyable and 
safe time over the holiday period and a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to one and 
all!

Ms Terry Binns, Chair of Governors



Opportunity...

MFL Welcome a Cornish Pirates Rugby Player!

Cornish Pirates Rugby player, Nicolas De Battista, 
visited our Year 9 Spanish class this term. 

He spoke to us about his life in Argentina before 
moving to the UK to play rugby.  The students 
had the opportunity to ask him lots of questions 
about his exciting life.  

He has been lucky to travel to many different 
countries with his rugby career and it was 
inspiring for the students to see how much 
learning different languages has helped him 
pursue his dreams!  

Thank you for visiting us and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in the future!

Staff Grade-1-A-Thon

This academic year the music department has been delighted 
to be able to offer instrumental lessons to staff, with the aim of 
achieving Grade 1 (or above!!) by the end of the academic year!
Our Instrumental offer includes: Brass, Woodwind, Strings, 
Keyboard/Piano, Voice, Drum Kit/Percussion, Guitar/Bass.

With the predominate aim being to make music and have fun, 
our staff have been busy learning their instrument of choice. 
Regardless of their initial ability they have certainly come on leaps 
and bounds.  A big ‘Thank you’ to the music department for their 
patience, and a huge ‘Well done’ to our committed staff. Keep 
practicing! 



Aspire...

‘Ready for Year 11’ Event

We were delighted to welcome our year 11 
students and their families to our ‘Ready for 11’ 
event this term. 

With representatives from local colleges, 
Falmouth University and a range of employers 
the evening was packed with information 
about different qualifications and pathways 
that are available from Year 11 onwards. 

Those who attended told us that the evening 
was a great way to help them to feel better 
prepared for what is to come this year and to 
help them to make informed choices about 
their future! Should any student wish to obtain 
advice on pathways after Year 11 please speak 
to our Careers Advisor, Mrs Richards.

Sharing Your Co-op Points!

As a Co-Operative school we are pleased to 
announce our involvement with the Co-Op reward 
scheme.  

For every £1 Co-Op members spend on selected 
Co-Op branded products and services 2p will go 
into their membership account and the same 
amount will support community organisations like 
Humphry Davy School.

If you are a member of the Co-Op please think 
of us when it comes to donating your points.  All 
donations will support the on-going development of 
our allotment and any support it always welcome. 

For more information please visit: https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61001

Thank you! 



Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry Davy School
Coombe Road
Penzance
Cornwall
TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Key Dates For Your Diaries

04.01.22 Remote Learning for all year groups 
  Covid testing for Year 7 and 11

05.01.22 Remote Learning/Covid testing for Year 8, 9 and 10
  In school learning for Year 7 and 8

06.01.22 Normal School Day for all year groups

11.01.22 Year 7 Support Evening

20.01.22 Year 11 Parent and Carer Consultation

02.02.22 Year 8 Support Evening

21.02.22 Half Term

The HDS Christmas Tree

We would like to say a big ‘Thank you’ to Mrs Berryman who 
supplied our spectacular Christmas tree this year! 

The tree stands proud in reception, welcoming visitors to 
our school with its festive cheer. 

We hope you have all enjoyed seeing it everyday as 
much as we have and that it has bought some much 
needed festive cheer to a cold and mostly grey December! 

We will be donating £55 to the Air Ambulance to mark 
this kind donation to our school. 

Merry Christmas Everyone!

Should you wish to refer back to any previous information we have sent home this term, 
please visit our website and head to our ‘Letters Home’ page. 


