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The Music Scholars of 2020-2021!
At Humphry Davy School, we pride ourselves on
the standard and quality of our young musicians
and, to acknowledge this, we offer students
the opportunity to become one of our twelve
‘Music Scholars’.
All our students are given the opportunity to
apply. Facing a rigorous application process,
students submit a written application and
perform in front of our judging panel. The
process is an excellent ‘real life’ opportunity
for our students; giving them the chance to
experience what it may be like to audition for
a job in the music industry. Showcasing their
talents in this competitive setting, we were
blown away by the talent this year. Choosing
just twelve successful applicants from the many
students who applied was not an easy task!

The successful candidates will now take part in
weekly workshops with professional musicians to
improve upon their skills, increase their repertoire
with regular virtual performances as well as
represent the school at various events both in
school and in the wider community.
Well done to everyone who applied this
year, it takes a great deal of courage to put
yourself forward for an audition process and
you should be very proud of yourselves. Huge
congratulations to the successful candidates,
we cannot wait to hear what musical treats you
have in store for us this year!
Check out some of their work by visiting our
website: https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.
sch.uk/2331/news

Belonging...

Shoe Box Appeal
As Christmas draws closer one of the many
traditions for HDS students and staff is to collect
donations for the charitable Homeless Appeal
and Food for Families. We were blown away again
this year by the generosity and kindness shown
by the HDS community. Due to the volume, the
donations had to be delivered on three separate
occasions this year and completely filled Miss
Stovell’s van!
The charities were so grateful for the donations
and informed us of the overwhelming
generosity they had received this year, stating
that the items will last well past Christmas which
is amazing!
A huge thank you to everyone that contributed.
It is so warming to know that we have made a
difference to individuals and families in need this
Christmas time.

Achieve...

Penzance Christmas Window Competition
To mark the beginning of the festive period
we were excited to be involved in this year’s
Christmas Window Competition in Penzance.
The theme was ‘Christmas Songs’ so we
challenged our Year 7 students with drawing
one of the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’.
The outcomes were spectacular and we were
amazed by the wonderful pictures that our
students had created. These drawings were
then transformed into festive decorations which
have been creatively displayed for all to see!
Our window is in Steckfensters (on Chapel
Street) and is certainly shining bright. If you find
time over the Christmas period it is well worth a
visit to see the wonderful interpretations of this
well know Christmas song!
Well done Year 7! You have such an imagination
and we loved working with your drawings!
Don’t forget to vote for our school to win by
scanning the QR code (opposite page) or
by visiting:
https://lovepenzance.co.uk/christmaswindow-comp/

Creativity...

Community...

Remembrance Day
On Wednesday 11th November the Humphry
Davy School community remembered those
who have lost their lives in conflict, those who
have served and their families.
The guns eventually fell silent, and grass grew
over the trenches but the installation of the
carved oak memorial that stands in the Gallery
of Humphry Davy School today ensures the
bravery and sacrifice of those, not much older
than our students today, will never be forgotten.
Referencing the biographies researched and
produced by ‘Old Boy’ Bill Burnett, our current
students are able to ‘get to know the people
behind the names’ on the memorial and relate
to both them and the community that exists
today. All reinforcing our school vision of ‘a true
sense of belonging’.
Following a short service in the School Gallery,
a wreath was laid by a group of students at
the memorial. The two minute silence was
impeccably observed across the school, and
with the Last Post (played by three of our superb
music students) echoing around our school
grounds for all to hear, we remembered.
Raising Money for Children in Need
If anyone was suffering from paraskevidekatriaphobia (fear of Friday 13th), it did not show, as the
students turned out in force on Friday 13th November for the BBC Children in Need appeal this term.
A combination of a nonuniform day and various
fund
raising
activities
combined to raise over
£571 for the national charity.
Thank you to everyone who
took part. We are always so
proud of the charitable acts
that our students take part in
and this year is no different.
Well done HDS!

Respect...

Headteachers Reflections

awarded and exchanged in the school shop
to say, ‘Well done!’

Christmas Trivia Quiz question:
What are Charles “Pete” Conrad Jr. and Alan
Bean famous for?
Clue: Only twelve men have ever done what
they did
Puzzled look on your face?
I am always amazed how few people feel
confident they know the fantastic achievement
of these men. Even more so when I say the names,
“Neil Armstrong … Buzz Aldrin …?”
Yes, Conrad and Bean were the third and fourth
men to walk on the surface of the Moon, landing
only the second manned craft and are unsung
heroes in my book; yet they are not exactly
household names.
Conrad and Bean’s experience reminds me
every day that even great achievements can
go under the radar and why we need to go
out of our way as a staff team to value each
and every one of our students at HDS for their
achievements, whatever that may be. Our
assemblies this week have witnessed over
2000 certificates being issued to recognise the
amazing contributions of the students. Behind
the scenes, thousands of ‘G’-codes have been

Not everyone can be the ‘first’ or ‘the best’,
but we can all aspire to be the best that we
can be!
And I want to take this opportunity to say
‘Thank you’ to all the students who have
given their best and have made good
progress this term, in somewhat ‘challenging’
circumstances. I am proud of the positive
outlook they have adopted and we
look forward to building upon excellent
foundations next term.
Creating the environment to make it happen
are the staff team here at Humphry Davy. All
our Teaching and Support staff across the
school have been immense this term and I am
incredibly grateful for their dedication and all
they do for the children in our care.
And none of this would be possible without the
support of our parents and carers!
To each and every one reading, I wish you a
most enjoyable Christmas.
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all
on Monday 4th January 2021.
Bill Marshall, Headteacher

Lost Property Reminder
A message to all students. Have you lost anything?
Please remember that all unnamed lost property
is located in Room 35 (Midpoint). Items without
identification are only kept for 2 months, so please
ensure you check regularly with your Student Support
Worker for any lost items.
We request that all items bought into school are
clearly labelled with the students name. All named
items that join our lost property are returned directly
to the student to be reunited with their correct owner.

Opportunity...

Our Christmas Concert Goes Virtual!
HDS is well known for always putting on fantastic
festive performances for friends and family. This
year, being unable to perform in the usual way,
our musical students were still keen to spread
some festive cheer to everyone this Christmas.
With their fantastic ‘lockdown’ videos in mind
they knew that, with the help of their music
teachers, they would be able to put together a
selection of musical ensembles to get everyone
into the Christmas spirit.

so impressed with how quickly our students
adapted to this situation and the proof can be
seen and heard in the two final recordings.
The outcome are two stunning musical creations
from our Scholars and the Band of Fiasco with
everything you would expect from our expert
students. Well done to everyone involved, they
really are magical videos, beautifully created.

Overnight, our Drama studio was transformed
into a Christmas video shoot, complete with
various small stages, professional stage lighting,
rugs, a Christmas tree and, of course, the
obligatory fairy lights. With social distancing in
mind, each musical section was shot separately,
which ended up taking nearly ten hours of
filming! With the students wearing headphones
to listen to a guide track whilst they recorded,
it was a very different experience to playing
live. There was little room for error, but we were

Confidence...

Participation...

Santas on the Run
On Friday 11th December students arrived at
school with huge smiles and a festive buzz of
excitement. As they walked to their first lessons
students showed off their Christmas themed
non-uniform with pride. It was great to see
the wonderful outfits that our students had
fashioned to support Children’s Hospice South
West (CHSW). The hospice holds a special place
in the hearts of all HDS staff and it was brilliant to
see how many of our students got involved.
During our last lesson, Year 7 students gathered
on our astro pitch to complete a 2.5K run to show
their support for this year’s ‘Santas on the Run –
Goes Freestyle!’ The charity’s festive fundraiser
usually sees hundreds of Santa’s running around
Eden to raise vital funds for CHSW and its local
children’s hospice Little Harbour. This year,
due to the pandemic, the event took place
virtually. Over the weekend of December 11-13
supporters were encouraged to choose their

own route, distance and festive attire making
‘Santas on the Run - Goes Freestyle’ something
everyone could get involved in.
It was quite the spectacle seeing our lovely
Year 7’s running around the school grounds in
their Christmas dress and it is safe to say that so
much fun was had by everyone involved. The
weather may have tried to put a dampener
on things but there was no way this was going
to stop our students from getting involved! The
rain was met with a wonderful rainbow which
spurred our students on.
An incredible £1180 was raised through the
donations and sponsorship money collected!
Thank you everyone for your generosity, we
know these funds will make a difference to
many families around the South West.
Check out the video on our website to see how
much fun we had!

Collaborate...

Representing Cornwall
Huge Cograntulations to Year 8 student
Deshane who, after a successful trial process,
is now representing Cornwall for U13 County
Football! What a fantastic achievement!

his amazing footballing ability. We would like to
wish him and the rest of the Cornwall team the
best of luck for 2021!
We can’t wait to hear how you get on!

There were many talented players in his position,
but Deshane played himself into selection with

Charity...

Festive Feast
There were smiles all around this term as students
enjoyed their Christmas lunches.
Christmas lunch day (this year being spread across
three days to ensure all students enjoyed their festive
food in our restaurant) is one that students and staff
alike look forward to every year. It is always a great
way to get into the Christmas spirit and it never fails
to disappoint!
A big thank you goes to the restaurant staff for going
the extra mile this year! A fantastic, well organised,
festive feast was created for our students and staff to
enjoy, it was absolutely delicious!

Celebrate...

Humanities Christmas Decoration Competition
In Humanities, students were set the task of creating
a Christmas tree decoration based on a topic they
have been learning this year during their humanities
lessons.
Their creations are amazing, each one totally unique,
showing off their individual talents. Each decoration
has been displayed within the humanities faculty
before being judged by Mr Armstrong, with prizes
being given to the winning ornament!
Congratulations to Findley, Dylan and Oscar for
winning this year’s competition! All of the designs were
very imaginative and simply beautiful, you should be
very proud of them! Well done to all students who
took part, you were all brilliant and it was certainly a
hard competition to judge!

Imagination...

Join us in Helping to Make a Positive Difference at Humphry Davy School
Invitation for Parent Governor Nominations
As one of our seven Parent Governors is about to reach the end of their
term of office, we are inviting nominations from any parent, carer, or
person with parental responsibility for any current HDS student, interested
in joining our Governing Body. At HDS we feel it is very important to have
current parents directly involved in our discussions and decision making,
and for this reason, and against a general trend, Parent Governors
continue to make up over a third of our Governing Body.
Parent Governors are nominated, and elected, by other parents.
A letter providing more information is being sent out via Parentmail
and is also available on the school website, where further details
and a nomination form can be found. The closing date for receiving
nominations is Friday, 15 January 2021 at 12noon. If you want to find
out more you can contact Geoff Swallow, Clerk to the Governors,
gswallow@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk.

HDS Parents’ Evenings
Communication with so many parents has just
been fantastic and we are incredibly grateful
for your emails and phone calls to maintain
channels of communication.
We all know how important parents’ evenings
are, so we have been working hard in the
background to look at ways in which we can
safely conduct these online from next term.
We have been so keen to meet you, and
appreciate that for many parents this contact
is essential for support. Below is a schedule of
parents’ evenings to allow you to meet with
teacher’s next academic year. The detail of
how these will work (using our school Parent
Portal) will be sent in advance with instructions
to book and join meetings. The aim is that these
will be conducted online.
As always, do not wait to talk to us - parents are
actively encouraged to contact the school via
the main reception 01736 363559 or by email;
enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Parent’s Evenings and Support Events
03.02.21

Year 11 Parent’s Evening

10.02.21

Year 9 Parent’s Evening

25.02.21

Year 8 Options Evening

11.03.21

Year 7 Parent’s Evening

24.03.21

Year 10 Parent’s Evening

21.04.21

Year 11 Support Event

29.04.21

Year 10 Support Event

18.05.21

Year 8 Parent’s Evening

Communication...

HDS Staff Well-being
Our annual Christmas staff well-being activities
were more than gratefully received by staff this
year. 2020 has been a roller coaster of a year
for everyone, and taking some much needed
‘time out’ at the end of the day brought out
the creative side of all our staff. Learning new
skills and showcasing existing talents, our staff
created some amazing festive treats!

Well-Being...
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