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The Wizard of ODD!
 
Young actors and actresses across all year groups 
have been practising all year, developing and 
rehearsing for the brilliant HDS Christmas panto. 
This year’s production was a take on the classic 
story, ‘The Wizard of Oz’, with the team deciding 
their play would be entitled ‘The Wizard of Odd’! 

All the students worked extremely hard putting 
together a funny and engaging panto for their 
performances this December. Performing three 
times in total, this group of students have certainly 
earned a well-deserved Christmas break! 

With brilliant stage presence, stunning vocal 
solos, musical performances and breath-taking 
dance moves this year’s show did not disappoint! 
The audience’s reactions were priceless as the 
laughter rang around the school gym. The first 
performance was a matinee for a collection of 
local primary school pupils who were beaming 
with joy; they couldn’t take their eyes off our 
fantastic stars! The students performed their 
play twice more, across two evenings, to an 
audience filled with family and friends. The show 
was such a brilliant way to get into the festive 
spirit with all who attended heading home full of  
festive cheer. 

Talent...

The talent and courage our students displayed 
across all the performances was outstanding.  It 
takes a tremendous amount of bravery to get 
up on stage in front of such a large crowd but 
our students showed no fear as they performed 
their characters to an incredibly high standard. 
Everyone was so impressed by the characters they 
produced, with comments such as, “that backflip 
was awesome!” and “Toto the dog was so funny” 
being heard as people exited the school gym.  

You should all be very 
proud of yourselves, it was 
a fantastic show! Special 
thanks go to Mr Bosworth, 
Miss Kleiman and their 
team of musicians who 
added to the atmosphere, 
showcasing their fabulous 
talents during the musical 
numbers throughout
the production. Huge
congratulations to
everyone involved, you 
put on a spectacular 
show and we cannot wait 
to see your names in lights!



Confidence...



Imagination...



Collecting the HDS Christmas Tree
 
Students travelled to Trezelah Farm this  
month to kick off Christmas at HDS by 
selecting our Christmas tree!

The students were treated to a lovely 
afternoon of crisp winter sunshine as they 
wandered around the fields of Christmas  
trees to ensure they made the perfect 
selection.  The students had great fun and 
came away with a real sense of achievement 
knowing they had chosen the perfect tree.  

The tree stands proud in reception, 
soaking up the comments of admiration 
and creating the perfect Christmas 
atmosphere.  Displayed on its branches are 
handmade ornaments created by students.  
Well done team! Perfect selection! 

Imagination... Exploring...

Year 7 Carol Service 
 
Once again St Mary’s RC Church played 
host to our annual carol service for Year 7  
students. The students were treated to a  
Christmassy afternoon with a suberb organ 
recital by Nat, singing from the choir and festive  
readings.

The students conducted themselves admirably 
throughout the service and very much  
valued the opportunity to take part in an event  
in the community.

Rogue Theatre Trip
 
GCSE Drama students took in some truly magical 
live theatre on the afternoon of Friday 13th 
December. Our students wrapped up warm before 
they travelled to Tehidy Woods to experience the 
outdoor performance. 

Created by Cornwall’s award winning immersive 
and highly visual Rogue Theatre, Winter Wood was 
an adventure for those who believe in magic!

Students passed through the Woodland Gate 
and followed the twisting path…’letting the fairies 
and woodland spirits lead the way…meeting Old 
Man Winter, who twisted a tale, caught a wish 
and revealed their  fantastical destination; an 
enchanted celebration; a wondrous festivity of 
wintry marvels’.

Everyone loved it and returned to school feeling 
inspired by the performance. 



Responsibility...

Climate Change Conference

Earlier this month, Humphry Davy School played 
host to an amazing Climate Change Conference, 
organised by Penwith Education Trust (of which 
HDS is a member).  With HDS’s amazing Mazey 
Day Orangutan keeping a watchful eye, students 
from primary and secondary schools in the 
Penwith area were invited to HDS to spend the 
day thinking about all things Climate Change and 
their commitment to the Green Charter.  

The conference was opened and closed with 
an inspirational address from renowned speakers 
Chris Lubbe and Manda Brookman.  Students then 
split into groups to take part in workshops across 
the school which included thought provoking 
activities in art, science, cooking and music; all 
focusing on the issue of climate change.  

Over lunchtime students were given the opportunity 
to visit ‘The Market Place’ where a collection of 
local organisations showcased engaging and 
colourful displays; sharing their response to the 
climate crisis. There were lots of opportunities for 
students to learn about what steps are already 
being taken locally, as well as advice on how to 
get involved and make a difference! 

It was a great day filled with inspirational messages 
and everyone left feeling motivated to continue 
to make a change. 



Educate...

‘Scholtastic’	Book	Fair
 
Our library held a very successful ‘Scholastic’ Book Fair 
this term, where a selection of new books were on sale 
to students, staff and parents.

It was a great opportunity for everyone to make a 
start to their Christmas shopping with all the books 
half price.  We sold over £333 worth of books in total, 
which will go towards more books for our school library.  

The event created a real buzz of excitement about 
books and reading which was great to see. Special 
thanks go to Ms Atkins in the library and her team of 
fantastic helpers for organising such a successful event!



Creativity...

Lantern	Making

A group of year 7 art students started the  
Christmas season with a morning of crafting! The 
keen young artists were joined by volunteers 
from the National Trust to create their very own 
Christmas Lanterns.  

Using withy and tissue paper the students were 
given the opportunity to work with a new media 
and experiment with sculpting techniques. 
Everyone had great fun building their own  

lanterns, opting for purple colouring and starry 
patterns to fit with the theme of space.  The 
students displayed brilliant teamwork by assisting 
each other in their efforts to bring their vision to 
life.  

The final outcomes were displayed in  
Trengwainton Gardens as part of their lantern 
walk. The students’ work was truly stunning 
and certainly stood out against the night sky.  
Well done everyone!



Community...

HDI Christmas Dinner
 
The amazing HDI team and two senior students attended 
Marazion Community Hall to help with the Senior  
Afternoon Tea Party organised by the Rotarians. Members 
of the local community enjoyed tea, coffee and platters 
of food made lovingly by the Rotarians; all served by our 
fantastic students. Carols were sung and conversations 
were made. 

A number of people commented on how mature, friendly 
and confident our students were. Miss Stovell added, “It 
was a pleasure to see the students interact with the senior 
members; they were all an absolute credit to the school.”

Music Scholars Tour London
 
Penzance based super group, ‘The Wandering 
Winds’, recently got a taste of the big time when 
they performed at The Royal Albert Hall for the 
Music For Youth School Proms. Every year, Music For 
Youth welcomes thousands of young performers 
to showcase their talents on one of the UKs biggest 
stages.  The Wandering Winds are made up of 
past and present Humphry Davy School students 
who have developed their high-energy musical 
skills busking on the streets of Penzance. Their 
rapport with the audience and dynamic delivery 
translated brilliantly to the Royal Albert Hall crowd 
who were left wanting more at the end of the set. 
 
Alongside the packed out crowd were some of 
the Humphry Davy School Music Scholars who had 
travelled all the way up to London to cheer on the 
boys’ big performance. The Music For Youth School 
Proms are a fantastic celebration of youth music 
enjoyed by all. Be sure to catch The Wandering 
Winds performing locally whilst you still can.



Collaborate...

Pearl	of	Africa	Children’s	Choir	Visit	HDS
 
Humphry Davy School were delighted to welcome 
singers, dancers and drummers from the Pearl of 
Africa Children’s Choir on 8th November.  HDS 
invited pupils from local primary schools who, 
along with HDS students, took part in workshops 
all morning. Mrs Stuteley, Head of Creative Arts, 
shared “It was great to see the choir’s energy, 
passion and enthusiasm inspire our students; the 

atmosphere they created was amazing!” 

Students and their families were invited to return 
in the evening for a fantastic concert held on the 
school’s stage.  The choir’s amazing costumes filled 
the space with wonderful colour and their powerful 
voices echoed around the school grounds as they 
performed their traditional Ugandan music.  HDS 
students also performed an African Drumming 
piece for the visitors.  Many of the audience had 

Year 11 Showcase their Talents
 
Humphry Davy School’s student led ‘Jikoni 
Restaurant’ invited the families of the Year 11 
Art, Photography, Textiles & 3D Design students, 
to attend a private showcase of their portfolio 
of work.  Catering students working in the Jikoni 
kitchen served appreciative guests with a plethora 
of sumptuous canapés and mocktails made from 
scratch.  The exhibition was very well attended 
and there was a real buzz as students were able to 
celebrate their work.  Some students brought their 
whole family along to see their final pieces and 
sketchbooks. This was another wonderful Jikoni 
evening which highlighted just how hard the HDS 
Year 11’s have worked.  It was lovely to hear such 
positive feedback and praise from parents about 
the event and the quality, diversity and depth of 
the student’s work – all involved should be very 
proud!

a chance to get a head start 
on their Christmas shopping by 
purchasing traditional African 
arts and crafts created by the 
choir members. The proceeds 
of the sales, along with the 
retiring collection, ensured 
that Humphry Davy was able 
to contribute to the Molly and 
Paul Foundation – a group 
of orphanages and support 
centres for children in Uganda. 

It was a truly incredible day; 
one that will not be forgotten. 



Respect...

Students Gather for Remembrance Day

On Monday 11th November, with the final notes 
of the ‘Last Post’ echoing around the school, the 
Humphry Davy School community fell silent for 2 
minutes; remembering those who lost their lives in 
conflict, those who have served and their families.  

Following the silence, Mrs Oliver (Deputy 
Headteacher) held a poignant service for 
students, staff and governors - paying respect 
to former students of the school who served and 
lost their lives; imparting and entrusting the history 
recorded on both of the school’s War Memorials. 

Prior to the service, students displayed poppies 

around the school and in the Memorial Garden, 
bearing personalised messages of remembrance 
for all to witness and read. 

Free	School	Meals
 
At Humphry Davy School we want to make sure 
that we are providing your child with the best 
education and support we can. Healthy school 
food has obvious health benefits and can help 
students establish healthy habits for life. Healthy 
school food can also help to improve students’ 
readiness to learn.   

Families who receive certain benefits may be 
eligible for free school meals.  Your child is eligible 
for free school meals if you’re in receipt of one of 
the following benefits:

•	 Universal	Credit	with	an	annual	net	earned		
 income of no more than £7,400.
•	 Income	Support
•	 Income-based	Jobseeker’s	Allowance
•	 Income-related	Employment	and	Support		
 Allowance
•	 Support	under	Part	6	of	the	Immigration	
 and Asylum Act 1999
•	 The	guarantee	element	of	Pension	Credit
•	 Working	Tax	Credit	run-on	(paid	for	the	four		
 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working  
 Tax Credit)
•	 Child	Tax	Credit	(with	no	Working	Tax		
 Credit) with an annual income of no more  
 than £16,190

Registering for free meals could also raise an  
extra £900 for our school through the Pupil  
Premium funding, to fund valuable support 
like extra tuition, additional teaching staff or 
after school activities. This additional money is  
available from central government for every  
child whose parent is receiving one of the  
benefits listed above.

To check if your child is eligible, Cornwall Council 
requires information about you and your child.  
If your child is not in receipt of free school  
meals and you believe they are 
eligible please complete the online 
application form which can be found at:   
 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-
learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/
application-for-free-school-meals-and-pupil-
premium/

You only need to complete this form once  
and it will last for the duration of your child’s  
time at Humphry Davy School so if your child  
is already in receipt of free school meals you  
do not have to submit this form again. 



Team Work...

Sporting Success
 
From Rugby to Handball, this year’s winter sporting 
terms have been very busy! 

Hockey
A combined Year 7 & 8 Hockey team did 
exceptionally well in their tournament. The team 
started in Penryn where they played against a 
number of schools. An exciting penalty show 
down saw our Year 7 goalie, Frances, save her first 
penalty flick! This put our team at the top of their 
group which meant they then travelled to Truro 
School to play another selection of teams. The 

girls had never played as a squad 
before but this did not faze them 
and they played some brilliant 
Hockey!
Handball
Four teams took part in 
the Handball qualifiers.   
They did exceptionally well with 
the boys’ combined Year 7 & 
8 team coming out on top winning all of their 
games! The Year 7 & 8 girls’ team narrowly missed 
out on first position by just one goal.  
 
Netball
Both our Year 7 & 8 Netball teams qualified for 
the Cornwall School Games. The girls took on the 
challenge of playing a different type of game 
called ‘Versatility’; meaning that all players swap 
positions, demonstrating the different position 
related skills needed for each aspect of the game. 

Healthy Lifestyles
Four of our Year 9 students were given the 
opportunity to develop their leadership qualities 

and peer mentoring techniques as part of the 
Healthy Lifestyle Champions program.  They were 
selected based on their commitment to school 
PE and sport.  Leading on from this session the 
students will design a ten week course for 24 
young people, with the aim of encouraging them 
to lead a healthy active lifestyle. 

Rugby
Our Year 7 & 9 girls experienced their first ‘Pitch 
up and Play’ rugby session this term. The girls 
have shown true commitment and have been  
attending Rugby club regularly, come rain or  
shine! They played in a Barbarian style tournament 
where all schools mix together to create a team. 
They will have their second session next year, 
hosted by HDS, where schools from the Penwith 
area will bring their keen Rugby players to develop 

skills and play 
competitively. 
 

Well done to all of our sporting stars and 
here’s	to	a	successful	and	busy	2020!	

Well Done Lewis!
Huge congratulations 
go to Lewis who recently 
travelled to Millfield to 
represent Cornwall in 
Water Polo! Alongside 

his team mates, Lewis took part in four games 
in total, coming out victorious in two of those.   
What an achievement to represent our beautiful 
County, you should be very proud.  We look 
forward to hearing how your skills progress.  



Participation...

Christmas Concert

The annual HDS Christmas Concert provided 
students from across all years the opportunity to 
showcase their amazing musical talents with a 
wide variety of musical acts.  Our students worked 
very hard to create a fun filled festive evening for 
family, friends and staff. Students from across all 
years showcased their amazing 

The audience were treated to brilliant 
performances from the HDS Brass Band, Band 
of Fiasco, the Impact Choir and many more! All  
the groups performed a range of different songs 
with something to suit every taste.  The school 
gym was alive with colours and sound, (not to 
mention some atmospheric smoke from the smoke 
machine), and you could see everyone enjoying 
the joys of the season.
   
To finish off the show, with a festive farewell, the 
stage was packed with every student who had 
performed throughout the evening to complete 

one final musical number.  The students broke 
into the Christmas classic ‘Fairy tale of New 
York’ which was a truly fitting way to finish such 
a fabulous evening. To the sound of thunderous 
applause the students bowed and left the stage.   
Everyone exited the gym with high festive spirits 
and it was great to see that Christmas had certainly 
arrived.  

Well done to everyone involved, it was a truly 
magical and beautiful way to spend an evening!



Year 11 Presentation Evening
 
We were thrilled to welcome back the Class 
of 2019 for their GCSE Presentation Evening. 
The evening is always a great opportunity to  
celebrate our students’ many achievements and 
catch up on what they have been doing since 
they left us in the summer. Our special guest for  
the evening was the headteacher of Richard 
Lander School, Mr Mulcahy, who took the 
opportunity to share some words of wisdom.   
Telling the students to go out and seize the day, 
finishing his speech with these simple words, 
“Laugh a lot. Love a lot. Live a lot. Give a lot.”

The student address was delivered by the senior 
students of 2019 who gave comical speeches; 
reminiscing about their school days, thanking  

Achieve...

staff for supporting them through secondary  
school and being shoulder to cry on when they 
needed it.  “It has certainly been an eventful 
five years with many memories made”.  The 
crowd were treated to an impressive musical 
performance from ‘The Wandering Winds’, 
where the boys showed off their fantastic musical  
abilities, filling the room with their amazing music.  
With Mr Mulcahy commenting, “You boys are 
sensational; never put those instruments down!” 

A big thank you to all who attended, it was great 
to see you all and we cannot wait to see what  
you accomplish in your future endeavours. We 
would love you to join our alumni association so  
it is easier for us to keep in touch!  
Visit www.futurefirst.org.uk and search Humphry 
Davy.



Where Are They Now?
 
Welcome to our  regular  feature where 
we catch up with some of our ex-students 
and find out about their time at Humphry 
Davy and what they are doing now. 

December’s interview is with Emma 
Keskeys.
 
 

Name: Emma Keskeys 

When were you at Humphry Davy? 
I was at Humphry Davy School between 2012 and 2017 

What is your best memory about school?
My best memory of school was during an end of year 
assembly in 2015 when our GCSE music class performed 
‘We’re all going on a summer holiday’. 

What are you doing now?
I am currently in my first year studying clarinet at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music in Cardiff 

What	do	you	know	now	that	you	wish	you	had	known	when	
you were at school?
To appreciate the friendships you have with others and the 
memories you create. 

What is the best advice you can give to our students?
Grab every opportunity you’re given with both hands as 
you never know where they might lead you. Try to find a 
subject you’re passionate about and make sure you find a 
group of friends you can have a laugh and a joke with.
 
What might you be doing in a few years’ time? We will look 
forward to finding out!

Achieve... Aspire...

Year 7 Performance Evening
 
Year 7 students have been busy this term practising for the 
annual Humphry Davy School Performance Evening.  

The evening took place on the 20th November, in front of 
a large group of excited families and friends. The students 
treated us to a selection of performances of songs old and 
new.  From OutKast’s ‘Hey Ya’ to Queen’s classic ‘We Will 
Rock You’ (complete with audience participation!), there 
really was something for everyone! 

Director of Music, Mrs Bradley-Metcalf, commented “It was 
brilliant to see just how much our Year 7 students have grown 
in confidence during this first term at Humphry Davy; it takes 
so much courage to stand up in front of such a large crowd.  
They hid their nerves well and the outcome was a fantastic 
night filled with polished musical performances, well done 
everyone!”



Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

06.01.20	 School	Starts	after	Christmas	Holiday

14.01.20 Year 9 Parents Evening

22.01.20 Careers Fair 

23.01.20 Year 11 Parents Evening

04.02.20 Meet the Mentor Evening - Aweni and Longya

05.02.20 Meet the Mentor Evening - Tevi and Sowena 
 

06.02.20	 Meet	the	Mentor	Evening	-		Kemeneth	and	Medra

14.02.20 Half Term Begins

Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry Davy School
Coombe Road
Penzance
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TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559
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Merry Christmas Everyone! 
Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
“The more you put in, the more you will get out of 
school!” 

A phrase often heard at Humphry Davy School 
over the years and evidenced by the ‘Class of 
2019’ students who recently attended our Year 
11 Presentation Evening.  It was great to see so 
many of them and lovely to hear how many miss 
the school and the great staff team. Many of the 
Award winners had taken part in the wide range 
of sports, musical, drama, art, international and 
foreign language opportunities and more and yet 
still managed to highly achieve in their GCSEs and 
progress to college and Higher Apprenticeships. 

It is our aim at Humphry Davy School to ensure 
all students develop their full potential and can 
pursue their life goals and it is always encouraging 
to see in our newsletters such a huge range of 
opportunities provided and the high number of 
students engaging at all levels. The Headteacher’s 
Award at the Presentation Evening was presented 
to two students who may at times be the sort 
some parents would worry would ‘go under 
the radar’; students who threw themselves into 
everything they tried and quietly kept working 
away, making good progress, developing into 
determined and considerate young adults who 

have a solid platform to go on to achieve great 
things. This Christmas I want to celebrate all those 
students who take up the opportunities provided 
and  reliably do the right thing, at the right time, in 
the right way and just say a massive, “Thank you 
and Well Done!” They help create and sustain the 
lovely atmosphere and culture we have at the 
school and I tell everyone I meet how fortunate I 
am to be Headteacher at HDS.

On a personal note, my sincere thanks to everyone 
who has sent in their best wishes following the  
birth of my daughter in November and my 
apologies for any inconvenience caused by 
paternity absence. Like the students, I am looking 
forward to Christmas, but also to returning on 
Monday	 6th	 January	 to	 start	 another	 incredibly	
busy term. Mocks may be complete but Year 
11 are working hard in preparation for their final 
exams and everyone will be busy with our annual 
Careers Fair, Theatre visits, sporting fixtures, ‘well 
being’ events, engineering projects, and musical 
performances. More opportunities to get involved.

Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy and 
enjoyable Christmas from everyone here at 
Humphry Davy School

Mr Marshall, Headteacher


