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The Little Red Riding Hood
Budding actors and actresses across all year groups
spent their free time during the Autumn term
developing and rehearsing the annual Christmas
panto. This year’s production was a take on The Little
Red Riding Hood story. They all worked extremely
hard to put together a funny and engaging show for
their performances on Monday 18th December. The
reactions from the audiences were priceless as the
laughter, boos and chorus of “Oh no he isn’t” rang
around the school gym. The first performance was a
matinee for a collection of primary school pupils who
were certainly beaming with joy by the end of the
performance. Our students then performed to
another audience filled with family and friends whose
thunderous applause could have been heard from
miles away.
Special thanks to Mr Bosworth and his team of
musicians who added to the atmosphere showcasing
their fabulous talents during the musical numbers
throughout the production.
It takes a tremendous amount of courage to get on
stage in front of such a large crowd yet all of our
students showed no fear as they performed their
characters to an amazingly high standard. You
should all be very proud of yourselves.
What an excellent night it was, huge congratulations
to everyone involved, you put on a spectacular show
and were simply fantastic! We are looking forward to
next year already.

Opportunity...

Participation...

Pearl of Africa ChildrenÊs Choir wow HDS
Humphry Davy students and staff were delighted to
welcome singers, dancers and drummers from the
Pearl of Africa Choir on 17th November this year. They
worked with students all day and it was a pleasure to
see the way in which our students learnt from their
energy, passion and enthusiasm. All HDS drum
students, vocal students, choirs, music Scholars and
GCSE musicians took part in workshops throughout
the day and then returned to perform at the evening
event. We were also delighted to welcome our friends
from Ludgvan, St Marys C of E, Trythall, St Marys
Catholic, St Madderns and Newlyn schools who came
to take part in the afternoon workshops.
In the evening the school gym came to life with the
colours and sounds of traditional Ugandan music and
dance. The hall was full of sound, colour and people!
Many of the audience got a head start on their
Christmas shopping by purchasing the traditional
African arts and crafts that were for sale. The
proceeds of the sales, along with the retiring
collection, ensured that Humphry Davy were able to
contribute over £1000 to the Molly and Paul
Foundation – a group of orphanages and support
centres for children in Uganda who have far less than
us.
It was a truly incredible day, one that will not be
forgotten for a while.

Charity...

Collaborate...

England v Argentina - Twickenham visit
On Saturday 11th November forty students went to
Twickenham to watch the Autumn International between
England and Argentina. Setting off early the long trip to
London went smoothly and two minutes silence was
impeccably observed by all students at 11:00am (we were
somewhere near Stonehenge at the time). The game itself
was not really one to remember but the experience had by
all involved with the trip was a positive one and the
behaviour and conduct of all students was exemplary and
their company was a pleasure.

Remembrance Day
The 11th November was not a school day this year
however there was strong feeling across the whole
school that it was important for us to reflect on those
who have been injured and have fallen in
conflict.
Therefore the Humphry Davy School
community fell silent for two minutes on Friday morning
as all of our thoughts went to those who have lost family
and friends in conflict. James and Mr Royle sounded the
Last Post on their trumpets as the school stood together
as one.
To follow this a wreath was laid on behalf of HDS on
Sunday at the Penzance Civic Ceremonies. Students
Aidan, Jess, Thomas and Saidie placed our wreath as
James played the Last Post and Reveille on his trumpet.
On what is always an emotional day our students
showed great courage and respect.

Respect...

Sculptor Abigail Reynolds Visits HDS
Sculptor Abigail Reynolds came to Humphry Davy
last week to talk to some of our aspiring Year 11
P h ot ography
stu den ts
ahea d
of
t he ir
exams.
Photography teacher, Mr Foulds, said
“maybe it’s because of our school ethos, or just
because of the kind of children that choose to come
to Humphry Davy; we have this culture of tolerance,
so children are truly free to express themselves; and
they are creative….. Inexhaustibly creative! It’s just
different to other schools.
We have so many
talented children taking Photography, and the work
is just exceptional”.
Abigail spent an afternoon talking to students about
her creative process, specifically in the context of
generating ideas. The students all brought in objects,
images and texts that they identified as being
important to them, and we pulled apart their
motivations for their attachment.
Abigail also
brought in some of her amazing sculptural pieces,
and talked through how they were conceived.

they behave in their creative processes, understand
what motivates them, and to see that it’s possible,
achievable”.
Abigail’s works are often based in collage and
sculpture; she is interested in books and libraries, and
her pieces are often composed of found
photographs, which are spliced to alternate images
with fresh narratives. Last year Abigail was awarded
the BMW Art Journey prize at Art Basel, with a plan to
explore lost libraries along the Silk Road. A book
documenting this journey is published with Hatje
Cantz. Abigail has work in the Government Art
Collection, Yale University Art Gallery, New York
Public Library and many private collections.

Mr Foulds said “I couldn’t believe it when Abigail
kindly agreed to come and talk to some of our
students.
It is so important for them to have
aspirational figures put in front of them, to see how

HDI Fireworks Extravaganza!
The members of Humphry Davy Interactive continued
their tradition of giving back to the community by
acting as helpers at the Rotary Club's annual
Fireworks extravaganza at Penlee park on Bonfire
Night. Tyler, Jowan, Sky, Freya, Coco, Grace,
Maddie and Charlie were 'supervised' by senior

Interacters Bryony and Velvet as they enjoyed the
sights, sounds and smells of the twenty minute
display. The organisers were glowing in their
feedback commenting on how quickly and
efficiently the group worked at the end to get the
pitch back ready for football.
Well done everyone.

Aspire...

BAE Science Workshop
In November Years 7 and 8 had a visit from the Royal
Navy and Royal Air Force where they got to learn
about Remotely Operated Vehicles, including the use
of drones. They also learnt how the binary system is
used to code the vehicles with a highly entertaining visit
by the teams Italian magician.
The highlight of the show, however, was the android
robot, who amazed the students with her displays of
taekwondo. Several students had the opportunity to
engage with this remarkable little robot; everyone
agreed how lifelike she was. We are already looking
forwards to next years visit!!

Trengwainton Gardens Lantern Walk
The start of December marked the weekend of
Lantern Walks at Trengwainton Garden. The beautiful
National Trust gardens were lit up with handmade jam
jar lanterns made by local school children from
around the Penwith area. The evening also offered
festive food and beverages, a very special visit from
old Saint Nick himself and, this year, musical
entertainment from students of Humphry Davy School!
The musical merriment began with a full force
performance from the Band of Fiasco! This ten-piece
pop and rock band showed off its well-seasoned
gigging prowess and impressively versatile back
catalogue of material to an appreciative crowd who
couldn’t help but be awestruck by the young
musicians’ talents.

Crowds were later treated to our sixteen-piece ‘New
Notes Jazz Band’ and solos from the young woodwind
master Romano. Trumpet player James then caught
the audience’s attention again with the festive classic
‘Sleigh Ride’, giving the tune a real jovial feel in a way
that only a trumpet solo can.
Trengwainton Gardens served as a fantastic venue for
Band of Fiasco and New Notes Jazz Band. Audience
and students alike had a fantastic evening and are
very much looking forward to seeing the year out with
more public performances, music workshops and
concerts.

Highlights of the performance included a laid back,
but potent, rendition of the reggae classic ‘Get up
Stand Up’ which featured singer Ewan showing all the
charisma and rhythmic mastery of Bob Marley himself.
Another stand out tune was a creative cover of the
Gorillaz song ’19-2000’ which made full use of Band of
Fiasco’s four-piece horn section to cleverly imitate
vocal and synth lines from the original track.

Community...

Presentation Evening
We were thrilled to welcome back the class of 2017
for their GCSE Presentation Evening. It was a great
opportunity to celebrate their many achievements.
Our special guest for the evening was Theatre & Film
Director and Producer Michael Grandage, who spoke
to the students about how Humphry Davy School
shaped his life; turning an ordinary boy into someone
with a point of view who wanted to go out and
explore the world. Michael told the young audience
how important it is to celebrate the now - “Be in the
moment; that is my only advice”.

students who were so at ease with themselves gave
me real hope for the future and an insight into the
wonderful work you are all clearly doing. Thank you
for letting me be a part of it”.
A big thank you to all who attended, it was great to
see you all and we cannot wait to see what you
accomplish in your future endeavours. Please join our
alumni association so it is easier for us to keep in
touch!
Visit www.futurefirst.org.uk and search
Humphry Davy.

The student address was delivered by Jack and
George (Head Boys 2017) who gave an emotional
speech, reminiscing with their classmates about the
years they spent together and how much they miss
the Humphry Davy way of life. The crowd were then
treated to a performance from musical award winner
Emma, who performed Gershwin’s Prelude on the
clarinet, receiving much applause.
Following the event, Michael commented “To be
back at Humphry Davy and to witness a new group of

Achieve...

A Busy Term for Sport
The Humphry Davy sports teams have been very busy
over this past term, with all year groups being
involved in fixtures against local schools. The Rugby
and Netball teams have been out on several fixtures,
to play against different school teams, each match
just as challenging as the first, but nothing ever
dampens the spirits of our teams!
It has been a term of success for our Badminton
teams as well. Special congratulations go to our Year
11 girls who gained silver medals at the Cornwall
School Games competition held at Truro school. They
showed
great
composure
throughout
the
tournament, working well as a team to support each
other. The girls played against exceptional county
and national players from other schools but they did
not let this faze them and were beaming on their
return to school with their medals sparkling.
Following their lead our girl’s cricket team have also
seen success, winning in the Penwith Under 15
Tournament! This means they will now go on to
compete at the county finals in Truro. We wish them
the best of luck and look forward to seeing how they
get on.

Team Work...

Succeed...

Derek Thomas MP visits HDS
As a school we were delighted to host local MP
Derek Thomas. Students studying politics and
citizenship enjoyed some friendly banter and asked
challenging questions. All commented about the
insightful opportunity gained from quizzing their local
MP, with topics ranging from social housing and
homelessness to the environment and the Health
Service. Derek had the opportunity to visit
technology, drama, science and maths lessons and
commented that, “the equipment and resources
provided at HDS allowed students to learn skills to
provide them with careers that don’t even exist yet. I
have been impressed by the enthusiasm, drive and
commitment of teachers who were fantastic to see
at work.”
We would like to thank Derek for taking time out of
his busy schedule to join us and look forward to
working together for the good of all the young
people in Cornwall.

HeadteacherÊs Reflections
I have stated many times how proud I am of our
wonderful school community and there is no better
time of year to appreciate this than the end of
autumn term.
Mock examinations, flu bugs and the dark winter
nights could not overshadow the amazing Christmas
concert, the super Year 7 Carol Service, our fabulous
Panto, wide ranging charity events and incredibly
popular Christmas dinner over recent days. It has
been a delight to see the talents of so many gifted
students shining through and the appreciation shown
by their peers. As the term draws to a close, I am
really looking forward to the end of term assembly to
celebrate the achievements of the students and
staff and congratulate them all.

A very Merry Christmas to all our students, their
families, staff, governors and friends of Humphry
Davy School.
We look forward to seeing you all return safely on
Thursday 4th January.
Until then, I hope you all have a fabulous holiday and
wish you all the best for the New Year.

Bill Marshall, Headteacher

Collaborate...

Shifting Horizons
Shifting Horizons has been taking place this term, it is a
transition project with the aim to ensure students settle
well into secondary school.
The students have had a great experience in the
woodlands participating in activities; to build
confidence, work together, strengthen team building
skills and basically talk through concerns and be
assured that they can make a positive start to
secondary school.
The students have really enjoyed this experience and
we hope to run more sessions with Year 7 in the
future.
Congratulations to all on receiving a
certificate of completion. You should be very proud.

Adventure...

Careers
Year 11 students have been receiving interviews from
our Careers adviser to help them make informed
decisions about their next steps to help them do this
we have had a visit from Truro College to talk about
the International Baccalaureate and Cornwall
College have attended an assembly to give
information about the courses they offer.
The students have found this so useful and are
excited to work with Mrs Richards to further discuss
their careers after school.
If you have any questions about your future after
Year 11 make sure to visit our extremely friendly and
helpful careers advisor, Mrs Richards, in the library.

Christmas Lunch
Our students enjoyed Christmas lunch this term. There
is nothing better than roast potatoes and gravy on a
grey December day. A huge thank you to the
restaurant staff who outdid themselves again this year
producing a fantastic festive feast for our students to
enjoy, it was simply delicious!
It was great to see so many smiling faces as the
students enjoyed their festive treats, leaving the
restaurant satisfyingly full.
If anything was going to get our students into the
Christmas spirit it was certainly this!

Celebrate...

Lunch with the Headteacher
As the festive season continued some students chose
to spend their HDS $ in order to have lunch with Mr
Marshall. It was a lunch like no other, with mince pies,
sandwiches, crisps, chocolate cake, crackers and
games!
So much fun was had by everyone who attended,
what a great way to end their week.

Cornwall Youth Jazz Festival
On Friday 24th of November twenty members of the
Humphry Davy ‘New Notes’ Jazz Band took part in a
creative playing workshop at the Cornwall Youth
Jazz Festival at Truro College, which was organised
by the Cornwall Music Service Trust.
The workshops were led by Jamil Sheriff and Dave
Walsh (tutors from the Leeds College of Music) and
two of their students.

backed by a rhythm section, trade lines in a ‘duel
solo’ and work out melodies by ear and repeat them
back.
Workshops like this would not be possible without the
help of organisations like the Cornwall Music Service
Trust and the knowledge that Humphry Davy School
students gained that day will be invaluable to them
as they progress as musicians and performers.

Firstly, Jamil worked with the rhythm section, then
taught the horn section their riffs by ear creating the
A section of our piece. The B section was called
‘chaos’ which was the effect he wanted to create
with free playing. After rehearsing the two sections
Jamil then taught the horns a blues scale by ear and
then they copied short improvised sections that one
of the students, Beth, played to them. Very soon
students were called up front to improvise solos on
their own using the ideas that they had been working
on all morning.
It was fantastic to see the progress students made
throughout the day. Students who began the day
timidly hitting a couple of notes were soon belting
out a tirade of blues infused jazz lines. Before the day
was out students had learnt to improvise a melody

Confidence...

Christmas Concert
December saw the return of the annual HDS Christmas Concert.
Since the start of the new academic year students have been
working very hard towards this concert as it showcases all of the
amazing music that goes on within our school.
Across the two hour show we saw the range and variety of
musical acts that students are involved in. Kicking the night off
was The New Notes Jazz Band who both physically and
musically filled the stage with the huge sound you only get with
a fully assembled 18 piece jazz band.
Solos came from vocalist Ewan and violin player Bill who scored
a standing ovation with his virtuosic, emotional and captivating
playing, which was for many one of the highlights of the
evening.
After a brief interval of festive refreshments we were back to it
with Tempo Tantrums reopening the show with their explosive
version of the Of Monsters and Men Track ‘Little Talks’. Fronting
the band was vocalist Blaze who took full command of the
stage. Not many singers have the pipes to contend with a six
piece horn section; Blaze however showed everybody that she
was in charge with her charismatic leadership in ‘Little Talks’ as
well as her more mellow, moody delivery of the Rag and Bone
Man track ‘Human’.
As a final goodbye and to finish off the night with style, the
stage was filled with our talented students for a group
performance of the festive classic ‘Merry Xmas Everybody’ by
Slade. This was such a fitting way to end the festive fun, well
done to everyone involved throughout, it was truly magical and
a beautiful way to spend an evening.

Talent...

Shoe Box Homeless Appeal
PE’s Miss Stovell has been busy again this year, collecting and organising
donations for her annual shoebox appeal in aid of homeless people in
Cornwall.
We have collected an amazing 103 boxes and bags filled with helpful
gifts. Congratulations Miss Stovell on smashing last year’s total!
A massive thank you to every one who donated, helped with the cake
sale or who wrapped and packed boxes. This would not be possible
without you, they will help to make someone's Christmas this year.

HDI Plant 500 Crocus Bulbs
Members of Humphry Davy Interactive have been
delighted to be involved in the Rotary Club’s
campaign to eradicate polio from the world. As a
recognition that polio is now down to a handful of
cases across the globe, they have planted a sea of 500
purple Crocuses – the symbol of the campaign.
Assuming that their horticultural skills are up to the task,
HDI members are hoping that this section of the
Humphry Davy Memorial Garden will bloom by

February/March. HDI has gone from strength to
strength this term with many new members. Not only
have they raised significant funds through a series of
events this term, they are busy planning further events
for next term in order to raise money for their chosen
charities – CLEAR in Cornwall and the building of a
Girls’ room at Rukongi Primary School in Uganda. Year 7
students should watch out for details about the Year 7
Valentine’s Disco next term – a real chance to impress
your loved one by busting some funky moves!

Caring...

Senior Students
In amongst all the exam hassle, us senior students,
with the help of the fabulous prefect team, have
achieved much of our action plan criteria over this
first term.
Many of our prefects have been sent to all the local
primary schools. The plan is to become a friendly
face for the primary students to get to know, that way
if they choose to join us in September it will hopefully
be a little less daunting.
Jess, Aidan, Sadie and I attended the Penzance
memorial parade and laid a wreath on behalf of the
school. This was a moving, worthy, but freezing
occasion!

Some of our prefects also went to help out at an
event in Marazion. This was a Christmas evening for
the elderly, where we did a bit of everything! Serving,
ordering, talking, chaperoning, singing and dancing!
It really was a superb evening, where I feel every
student who helped out did themselves, and the
school, very proud!
We will hope to continue this work even as the GCSE
pressure ramps up, but I would just like to take this
moment to wish you all, on behalf of the prefect
team and the senior students, a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
Thomas

Carol Service
What a wonderful occasion we had at the Penzance
Catholic Church as Year 7 students enjoyed their Carol
Service. Well done to Mr Ball, Miss Fox, all of the
musicians, Mr Marshall, Mr Royle and of course Howard
and Murray. Special thanks goes to Maddie and Byron
who were superb.
Thanks to Father Dyson for letting us use the church. It
was a chance to sing, to reflect and think about the
true meaning of Christmas as we gazed up at the
beautiful East Window. Well done to everyone who
helped with the collection for the Penzance Foodbank,
this was gratefully received and will help to make
someone's Christmas this year.
What a lovely was to get into the spirit of the season.

Compassion...

Info for parents
For health and safety reasons, please could parents drop students off outside the school gates in the mornings;
there should be no traffic entering the school site (unless previously agreed by the school). Please could we also
ask that no student arrives at school prior to 8.15am without prior arrangement. The safety of students will always
be paramount and we appreciate your cooperation.
Parent Governor Vacancy
Please visit our website for further details and how to apply.
Uniform Reminder
The vast majority of Humphry Davy students look brilliant in uniform. They wear it well and they wear it with pride
and thank you to all families who support us with this. However a couple of quick reminders here :


Socks should be black



School jumpers should be worn to arrive and depart from lessons



A coat can be worn over the school jumper – this has to be a coat, and not a hoody or a jumper. Hoodies
or jumpers should not be in school



A coat should not be worn in place of a school jumper

Thank you to everyone who wears our uniform well.
Year 10 Work Experience
Reminder to all Year 10’s that you are all out at work between 25th and 29th March 2018. All papers about your
placements should be back with Mrs Rollason by Friday 19th January. Any questions, refer to the information sent
out via Show My Homework or go and see Mrs Rollason in the main office.

Happy Christmas
From all the animals in the Lookout!

Enrichment...

Keep In Touch

Humphry Davy School
Coombe Road

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

Penzance
Cornwall
TR18 2TG

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

t: 01736 363559

