
 

  

Frequently asked questions (FAQ): 

What if a pupil tests positive? 

Individuals who return a positive antigen LFD test result must self-isolate immediately in line with NHS 
Test and Trace guidance. They should book a confirmatory PCR test if they are testing at home (con-
firmatory PCR tests are not needed if the test was conducted through an on-site ATS).  

What happens if the test is negative?  

They will be able to return to school and resume their activities as normal from Monday 8th March. A 
small number of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some 
reason (for example; tests can be void if the swab touches the tongue). 

What if a close contact at school tests positive when they are back? 

A close contact of someone in school/college who has tested positive for COVID-19 will also need to 
self-isolate as per the national guidelines. The recommended self isolation for these individuals does 
not apply to household members or close contacts outside of school. Further details will be provided 
at the time.  

What if my child develops symptoms? 

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at 
any time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of 
smell or taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland) or 0300 303 2713 (Scotland) or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-
test. 
We request that you email us to inform on covid@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

What if I do not give consent for my child to be tested, can they still return to 
school? 

We will not prevent students not undergoing tests from returning to school. Testing is voluntary but we 

strongly encourage parent/carer to consent to testing as part of identifying positive cases quickly to 

break chains of transmission and allowing us to fully open to all years groups.  

 
What about pupils who are unable to do supervised swabbing – those pupils who 
may need to be assisted by an adult? 
 
We recognise that self-swabbing may cause significant concerns for some pupils and students, for ex-
ample those with SEND. Testing is voluntary and no child or young person will be tested unless in-
formed consent has been given by the appropriate person.  Additional capacity for assisted swab-
bing is available in exceptional circumstances. This capacity is to support children and young people 
with health needs, which prevent them from self-swabbing. 
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Who will test the 11-year-olds? Are staff required to do this, or must parents come 
in to swab their own children? 
 
In an Asymptomatic Testing Site (onsite testing) all secondary aged pupils who are 11 years or above 
can swab themselves if they are able to. When testing at home, pupils aged 12-17 should self-test 
and report with adult supervision (the adult may conduct the test if necessary) and pupils aged 11 
should be tested/swabbed by an adult. 
 

What about if my child is already attending school as part of a continued Key 

Worker bubble do I need to make a booking? 

If you have already consented to testing, your child will be called to attend the testing area with their 
year group during the school day and return to their bubble area. There is no need for your to book 
them using ther parent portal system.  
If you child is NOT due to attend school as part of Key Worker provision on Monday 8th or Tuesday 
9th – you will need to make the booking yourself as detailed above. 
 

Why are the days so strict on the year groups? Can I bring siblings? 

We appreciate this may be inconvenient for larger families with children in different year groups. 
Unfortunately, due to the strict 3-5 days cycle between test dates and the logistics of 800+ children 
being called during the school day for test 2 and 3. We need to stick with year group dates. 

 

How do I make a Parent Portal Booking? 

Access is via the website using your parent log in as previously issued at - https://www.humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk/2318/parent-portal  and book as per a parents evening, via the parents 
evening tab. You’ll see there are 6 names of senior staff to make a booking against (they represent 
the 6 testing booths). If you are unable to book appointments and need help - Please ring: 01736 
363559. 
For any technical issues with the portal please check the support documents available on the Portal 
page of our website: https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/2318/parent-portal. If you are still 
having trouble please email: portal@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

What will happen on the test day? Where should my child go? What do they bring? 

Your child will need to arrive promptly to the front of school at the time of the appointment (parking 
will be available in the staff car park and limited parking at the front of school). They will need to 
wear a mask and follow the signs to the handwashing station, remaing at a social distance of 2m 
from other pupils. They will need to present their consent at the registration desk and make their way 
through to the gallery to the testing bays. Staff will guide them through the testing procedure and 
they will be free ot leave after this. You may need to wait for a short time. 
 

Why are you using antigen lateral flow tests instead of PCR tests?  

Antigen LFD tests produce results much quicker than PCR tests. With antigen lateral flow tests, a result 
is available after 30 minutes rather than 1-2 days as is the case with PCR tests. The rapid turnaround 
has a significant impact on transmission reduction that might occur in the time gap.  
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Are the antigen LFD tests accurate?  

Antigen lateral flow tests have been widely and successfully used to detect COVID- 19 in asympto-
matic individuals and are approved by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA). Using antigen LFD tests is crucial in the fight against the virus.  
Extensive clinical evaluation has been carried out on the antigen lateral flow tests. Evaluations from 
Public Health England and the University of Oxford show these tests are accurate and sensitive 
enough to be used in the community for screening and surveillance purposes.  
Antigen LFD tests identify individuals who are likely to be infectious. These individuals tend to spread 
the virus to many people and so identifying by LFD remains important.  
It is important to remember that these tests are an additional layer of health protection measure in 
addition to face coverings, social distancing etc.  
 

Should I still take part in the asymptomatic testing programme if I have recently 
tested positive for COVID-19?  

If you have tested positive by PCR for COVID-19, you will probably have developed some immunity 
to the disease. However, it cannot be guaranteed that everyone will develop immunity, or how long it 
will last. It is possible for PCR tests to remain positive for some time after COVID-19 infection.  
Anyone who has previously received a positive COVID-19 PCR test result should not be re-tested 
within 90 days of that test, unless they develop any new symptoms of COVID-19.  
If this is true for your child you must email us on covid@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

Are the swabs latex free?  

The manufacturer has confirmed that Innova swabs are latex free.  
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