




Well done! Thank you! Well done and thank you! I sincerely hope  
you look back on your time at Humphry Davy School with fondness 
and a great sense of pride. 

Achievement is never just about what grades you get for your 
GCSEs, there is so much more to it than that and, my goodness, 
you really demonstrated an array of different talents during your 
time here, whether it be musical, scientific, dramatic, sporting or  
leadership...I could go on!  Keep developing those talents, achieve 
all that you can as you go through life but reflect from time to time 
on your school days and the opportunities you were presented 
with during your time here. 

You have all contributed so much to the rich life of the school and 
on behalf of the staff I want to take this opportunity to say you 
have our utmost gratitude and respect for the way you conducted 
yourself as a year group. I wish you all the very best in your next 
chapter, whatever it may be and wherever it may take you. 
 

Mr Ball 
Head of Upper School

REFLECTIONS ON YOUR TIME HERE



“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity.”
 
Some of you will know this is one of my favorite Albert Einstein 
quotes as it inspires hope when all seems lost. 
 
Circumstances tried their best to conspire against you during your 
time at HDS, but you were never going to let Covid-19 beat you! 

Hopefully in the future this yearbook will serve as an effective 
reminder of many of your best times; thank you to everyone who 
contributed to its creation. Reading the accounts of your peers, 
the consistently recurring theme is, ‘the more you put in, the more 
you will get out of your time at HDS’. During your time with us, the 
staff team and I witnessed you grow in confidence. It has been an 
honour and a privilege to experience so many of those talents on 
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display. Collectively, as a group, it was very 
enjoyable to work with you; as individuals you 
have the potential to go far. 
 
When opportunities did present themselves 
you grasped them with both hands and I 
hear many of you are now ‘flying’ at college, 
in apprenticeships or in work. I would like to 
think that the staff team at Humphry Davy 
played a massive part in making this happen 
and I would like to publicly thank them on 
your behalf for all that they do to create the 
inspiring and supportive atmosphere and 
opportunities here at HDS.
 
Humphry Davy School may already seem 
a distant memory, and the World awaits, so 
I will finish and leave you with the words of 
the author Mark Twain, who died in 1910, 
the same year that the Humphry Davy main 



school building was opened to its first students:
 
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the 
things that you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw 
off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade 
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”
 
No doubt on the way you will encounter ‘difficulties’ at some point, 
but treat each one as an opportunity and I am sure you will go far. 
It would be wonderful if you can find the time in the future to share 
your journey or join the Alumni Association and update us as you 
go.
 
With very best wishes 
 
Mr. Marshall
Headteacher



BEST EXAMINATION RESULTS
While so much of what you have done at 
Humphry Davy School  has been about 
participation, we must also celebrate 
excellence and this award is unashamedly 
about excellence. Every year this is a difficult 
discussion as there were many of you that 
achieved such excellent results.

CONTRIBUTION TO SCHOOL LIFE
School is like playing in a band, being on 
stage, or playing in a sports team – the 
more you put in, the more you will get out.   
I am sure this is a message that you were 
told numerous times by your mentor,  
but it is true. You were part of a year  
group where so many of you did far more 
than just coming to school for lessons 
and this award rightly recognises a 
student that goes far above and beyond 
expectations.





STUDENT REFLECTIONS
JAKE

I have had a wonderful experience at HDS. 
I have left feeling far more valued and 
confident. 

One of my most memorable experiences was 
being able to drive the new kit car we had 
created. It was great knowing that all the 
hard work had paid off. If I was ever down, I 
knew that there was a teacher to pick me up 
and make me feel happier

Thank you so much for making my experience 
in HDS the best it could be!







TEMPEST CUP FOR ORIGINALITY,  
INVENTIVENESS AND INITIATIVE
This cup is named after David Tempest, 
a former student of Humphry Davy in the 
1980’s who was tragically killed in a car 
accident. This award was given to the 
school in memory of David, who was a 
gentle and kind boy – very academic, 
quite inventive and original. It is these 
qualities that are recognised by this 
award.

ROTARY AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
We have always been proud of our reputation within 
the Penzance area and local community and whilst 
we always place great emphasis on the importance of 
trying your best in school, we have also always been 
a school to recognise and acknowledge the work that 
some students do in the community. This award, kindly 
donated by the Rotary Club, is intended to do exactly 
that.



STUDENT REFLECTIONS
OSCAR

Over the last five, slightly interrupted, years there are 
lots of fun things I have had the opportunity to do, with 
the Green Power kit car race, E5 week, and walking 
around in circles in the Penwith fog for DofE being 
the most memorable. It’s been a strange couple of 
years and even though we have all missed out on 
lots of opportunities together my time at HDS has still 
been fun and I have made some good friends.





BEST SPORTSMAN

BEST SPORTSWOMAN
This school produces Olympic 
champions – gold medallists - and 
so we hope that the winner of this 
award will go on to achieve sporting 
excellence in the future. 

This award is given to a girl that 
represents the school with the utmost 
pride and demonstrates ownership 
and investment of the teams they 
participate in. 

Humphry Davy School has a long, proud 
sporting tradition and we celebrate sporting 
participation as well as success. 

This award is given to a boy that has 
represented the school in a range of sports 
and consistently demonstrated a positive 
attitude to the sporting life of the school. The 
values expected from the winner of this award 
are commitment, pride and honesty.

GAVIN CROSS CUP FOR DEDICATION TO SPORT
Gavin Cross was a student at Humphry Davy School in the  
1990’s. Tragically passing away from Leukaemia 
while still at school, he was a very keen sportsman 
as well as being a reliable and hard-working  
student.  

This award recognises individuals who put a massive  
amount of time and effort into the sporting life of our school.



BEST SPORTSMAN



FINCH CUP FOR PERSEVERANCE  
AND DEDICATION IN SPORT
Mrs Kate Finch, a former PE teacher at Humphry Davy 
School, donated this award upon her retirement to 
recognise someone who has consistently persevered in the 
field of sports activity at HDS. 

The winner of this award might not have always been the 
best performer but through their hard work, commitment 
and reliability has become a true sporting champion.





YATES AWARD FOR MUSIC

NANKERVIS AWARD FOR COMPOSITION
This award recognises what many think to be one 
of the hardest areas of music – composition, and 
was donated to the school by Brian Nankervis, a 
former student of the school. 

During their time at school the winner of this 
award has demonstrated a proficient talent for  
composition and we are delighted that they 
receive this award in recognition of that talent.

The Yates award for music was donated to the 
school some time ago by Chris Yates, in memory of 
his father whose involvement in HDS life included 
supporting the PTA and musical events. 

This award not only recognises musical talent but 
also acknowledges how much time and effort the 
winner has devoted to the rich musical life of the 
school. 







STUDENT REFLECTIONS
JACOB
Even though my academic studies at this school have come 
to an end, Humphry Davy School will always have a special 
piece in my heart and the last five years will always be looked 
upon with fondness. During my time at HDS I have made friends,  
encountered new experiences and worked hard to achieve my 
potential with plenty of support from the teachers here.

When I started the school, I was a much different person.  
However over the years, I have changed for the better. HDS gave 
me the confidence which I once desired, that’s for sure. HDS has 
helped to support my growth into the person I am today, I have 
had many opportunities given to me throughout the five years, 
which has only helped to forge my academic future. 

These last few years have been some of the best of my life, and I 
enjoyed every second of it. 



GLOVER AWARD FOR  
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Jimmy Glover, a former student, felt that 
one of the keys to success in 21st Century 
Britain was to be good at languages, and 
donated this award when his youngest 
child, Freya, finished school. 

This award goes to a student that has 
demonstrated exceptional language 
skills throughout their time at HDS.

CORNWALL COLLEGE AWARD FOR 
ENTERPRISE
This award celebrates excellence in the area of 
Applied Learning and recognises the skills and 
attributes needed for students to solve problems 
through their own independence and enterprise. 

This award celebrates students that are able 
to think differently and uniquely about the 
challenges and tasks they are presented with 
and can demonstrate practical application in 
overcoming these. 



FERGUSON AWARD FOR ENDEAVOUR
Elizabeth Ferguson was headteacher of 
Humphry Davy School in the late 1990’s and 
upon her retirement donated this award to 
celebrate those students who have worked 
hard to make the most of their time at HDS. 

The winner of this award is a student who has 
always worked hard and to the very best of 
their ability; they may well not have always 
found school easy but they have always 
demonstrated great resolve.







GOOD EGG AWARD
This award is simply for students who are good eggs! There is no 
set definition or criteria that students have to meet to receive this 
award; they simply come to school, work hard, get on well with 
students and staff. 

They are students that are valued and are true to their own 
character; making the school a brighter place and they have done 
this on a daily basis throughout their time at the school.

MICHAEL GRANDAGE AWARD FOR THEATRE
Michael Grandage, CBE, is an award winning theatre director 
and producer. He was the last Head Boy of the old Humphry Davy 
Grammar School and went on to study at the Royal Central School 
of Speech and Drama. He was the Artistic Director of Sheffield 
Theatres and the Donmar Warehouse in London before setting up 
his own theatre, film and TV Production Company and now resides 
in Penzance. 

This award was specially commissioned for HDS by Michael 
Grandage and it is now given annually to a student who has shown 
particular achievement in any area of theatre within the school.

THE ‘MOST PROGRESS’ AWARD
Progress can be defined in many ways but at Humphry Davy we 
value effort, diligence and hard work as key indicators of progress. 

This award recognises these qualities; it is an award for students who 
have not only met expectations but exceeded them. The winner 
of this award might not have achieved the highest GCSE grades 
but they have certainly achieved very well and can be incredibly 
proud of their attainment during their time at HDS.





STUDENT REFLECTIONS
MERKHI

I enjoyed these 5 years at Humphry Davy 
School. Some of my favourite memories 
were when I would do my Drama 
performances with my classmates and 
my Music BTEC lessons because the 
teacher was really nice and it taught me 
some important stuff about music. I’m 
excited to leave and start my future, but 
I will always remember my time at HDS.





HEADTEACHER AWARD
Our school has a long tradition of Awards across all subject areas 
and recognises students for their talent, efforts and commitment to 
a wide range of interests. 

Mr Marshall introduced the Headteacher’s Award when he joined 
the school back in 2008. You do not have to be ‘the best’ to win the 
Headteacher Award, but it is intended to recognise someone who 
tries every day to be the best that they can be! 

Students who shoulder responsibility; show determination to achieve 
their goals, and resilience when things do not always go to plan will 
take this award home.



HEADTEACHER AWARD




















