
 
 
 
Citizenship and Personal Development  
Curriculum Intent 

Curriculum Objectives 

What does it mean to study Citizenship and Personal Development at Humphry Davy 

School? 

Our Citizenship and Personal Development curriculum covers aspects of Personal, Social, 

Health and Economic (PSHE), including relationships and sex education, physical and mental 

health, drug education, financial education, careers, how to stay safe on and offline, and the 

importance of healthy relationships. It also covers citizenship education which aims to provide 

students with knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full and active 

part in society. 

 

CitPd aims to promote engagement and curiosity regarding local, national and international 

issues. Our lessons aim to provide students with knowledge, skills and an understanding to 

prepare them to play a full and active part in a global society. Our focus is to nurture an 

awareness and understanding of democracy, government and law as well as providing 

students with the tools to identify healthy relationships, healthy lifestyles and people/ 

organisations who can provide support with mental health.  Overall, our CitPd offer allows us 

to support students to be happy, healthy and safe; equipping them for life as adults in British 

Society as well as ensuring they are respectful global citizens. 

Curriculum Intent 

What we want students at the end of Year 8 to: 

 

At Key stage 3, as per the national Curriculum, teaching should develop pupils’ understanding 

of democracy, government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Pupils should use and 

apply their knowledge and understanding while developing skills to research and interrogate 

evidence, debate and evaluate viewpoints, present reasoned arguments and take informed 

action.  

• How power and politics relates to the lives of young people and adults in the UK. 

• The roles that citizens, Parliament and the monarch play in the running of the UK. 

• How Parliament operates, including how voting and elections work, and the role of 

political parties in ensuring the UK is democratic. 

• What human rights are and where they come from, and what happens when two 

human rights clash with each other. 



• How women secured the right to vote and why universal suffrage is essential in the UK. 

• The ways in which citizens can work together to improve their communities. 

• About the functions and uses of money, the importance and practice of budgeting, and 

managing risk.  

 

What we want students at the end of Year 11 to: 

At key Stage 4, as per the national Curriculum, teaching should build on the key stage 3 

programme of study to deepen pupils’ understanding of democracy, government and the 

rights and responsibilities of citizens. Pupils should develop their skills to be able to use a 

range of research strategies, weigh up evidence, make persuasive arguments and substantiate 

their conclusions. They should experience and evaluate different ways that citizens can act 

together to solve problems and contribute to society. 

• The nature of rules and laws and the justice system relating to young people, including 

the role of the police and the operation of courts. 

• The nature and purpose of punishment for criminal activities in the UK and how this 

compares to other countries around the world. 

• What British values are and how British values ensure diverse national, regional, 

religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom. 

• The United Kingdom’s relations with the rest of Europe, the Commonwealth, the United 

Nations and the wider world. 

• How human rights developed around the world; the difference between absolute and 

qualified human rights and how human rights have conflicted in recent history.  

• Key employment and consumer rights that pupils have and will have in the future. 

• How Parliamentary democracy works in the UK and the importance of a free press to 

the effective running of democracy in the UK. 

• The different electoral systems used in and beyond the United Kingdom and actions 

citizens can take in democratic and electoral processes to influence decisions locally, 

nationally and beyond. 

• Other systems and forms of government, both democratic and non-democratic, beyond 

the United Kingdom. 

• Income and expenditure, credit and debt, other financial products and services, and 

how public money is raised and spent. 

 

How British Values, PSHE and Careers are promoted in the curriculum 

Our PSHE programme is fully personalised to address the needs of pupils within our local 

context, and equips our young people with a sound understanding of risk and provides the 

knowledge and skills necessary to make safe and informed decisions.  Local and national data 

is utilised to deliver relevant and engaging lessons on: drug education, relationships and sex 

education and the importance of different elements of physical and emotional wellbeing in 

leading a healthy lifestyle.  

These subjects support all young people to be happy, healthy and safe, and equips them for 

life as an adult in British society. 


