
 
 
 
Beliefs and Ethics Curriculum Intent 

Curriculum objectives 

What does it mean to study Beliefs and Ethics at Humphry Davy School? 

Beliefs & Ethics is part of the core entitlement for all students. It provokes challenging questions 

about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self, issues of right 

and wrong and what it means to be human.  Our Beliefs & Ethics curriculum is based upon the 

Cornwall Agreed Syllabus and plays a key role in the promotion of student’s spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development which benefits them as individuals and others within their 

communities. Through Beliefs & Ethics lessons we aim to explore what people believe and what 

difference this makes to how they live, so that students can gain the knowledge, understanding 

and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, whilst reflecting on their 

own ideas and ways of living.   

Our vision is to ensure that all students are able to make sense of a range of beliefs, 

understand the impact of both religious and non-religious beliefs. We also want students to 

make connections between beliefs, practices, actions and their own lives. Students will extend 

and deepen their knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and beliefs, 

recognizing their local, national and global context. 

Curriculum intent 

What we want students at the end of Year 8 to: 

• Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs. 

• Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs 

• Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and 

ideas studied. 

More specifically students will be taught to: 

• give reasoned explanations of how and why the selected core beliefs and concepts 

are important within the religions studied. 

• give reasons and examples to account for how and why people put their beliefs into 

practice in different ways, individually and in various communities (e.g. denominations, times or 

cultures; faith or other communities) 

• give coherent accounts of the significance and implications of the beliefs and practices 

studied in the world today. 



• taking account of context(s), explain how and why people use and make sense of 

texts/ sources of authority differently. 

• show how beliefs guide people in making moral and religious decisions, applying these 

ideas to situations in the world today. 

• evaluate how far the beliefs and practices studied help pupils themselves and others to 

make sense of the world. 

• in the light of their learning, explain how appropriate different interpretations of 

texts/sources of authority are, including their own ideas. 

• respond to the challenges raised by questions of belief and practice, both in the world 

today and in their own lives, offering reasons and justifications for their responses. 

  
What we want students at the end of Year 11 to: 

• Extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of religions and worldviews 

(including non-religious worldviews), explaining local, national and global contexts.  

• Build on their prior learning, appreciating and appraising the nature of different 

religions and worldviews in systematic ways.  

• Use a wide range of concepts in the field of Religious Studies confidently and flexibly 

to contextualise and analyse the expressions of religions and worldviews they 

encounter.  

• Be able to research and investigate the influence and impact of religions and 

worldviews on the values and lives of both individuals and groups, evaluating their 

impact on current affairs.  

• Be able to appreciate and appraise the beliefs and practices of different religions 

and worldviews with an increasing level of discernment based on interpretation, 

evaluation and analysis, developing and articulating well-reasoned positions.  

• Be able to use different disciplines of religious study to analyse the nature of religion. 

 

More specifically students should be taught to:  

• Investigate and analyse the beliefs and practices of religions and worldviews using a range 

of arguments and evidence to evaluate issues and draw balanced conclusions  

• Synthesise their own and others’ ideas and arguments about sources of wisdom and authority 

using coherent reasoning, making clear and appropriate references to their historical, cultural 

and social contexts  

• Develop coherent and well-informed analyses of diversity in the forms of expression and 

ways of life found in different religions and worldviews  

• Use, independently, different disciplines and methods by which religions and worldviews are 

to analyse their influence on individuals and societies  

• Account for varied interpretations of commitment to religions and worldviews and for 

responses to profound questions about the expression of identity, diversity, meaning and value 

• Argue for and justify their own positions with regard to key questions about the nature of 

religion, providing a detailed evaluation of the perspectives of others  

• Enquire into and develop insightful evaluations of ultimate questions about the purposes and 

commitments of human life, especially as expressed in the arts, media and philosophy  



• Use a range of research methods to examine and critically evaluate varied perspectives and 

approaches to issues of community cohesion, respect for all and mutual understanding, locally, 

nationally and globally  

• Research and skilfully present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments 

which engage profoundly with moral, religious and spiritual issues. 

 

How British Values, PSHE and Careers are promoted in the curriculum 

The concepts of democracy, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those of 

different faiths and beliefs underpin and are often the focus of learning within Beliefs and 

Ethics for all students in all years.  We also aim to complement and support learning within 

separate CitPD lessons by providing students with knowledge, skills and understanding to 

prepare them to play a full and active part in society. We promote engagement and curiosity 

regarding local, national and international issues and encourage students to play a full and 

active part in a global society. Ultimately we are working with all subjects to support students 

to be happy, healthy and safe; equipping them for life as adults in British Society as well as 

ensuring they are respectful global citizens. 

In terms of careers, by encouraging students to be self-reflective, understand themselves more 

and by supporting personal development, we support our young people in making informed 

decisions about their future. 

  

   

  

 

 


