
 

Humphry Davy School Arrangements for September 2020 (24th July 2020) 
 
Below are the main features of the Department for Education’s guidance that has been issued to schools. 
  
The guidance is based around schools putting in place a system of controls to mitigate against the spread 
of coronavirus in a school setting and to minimise risks to staff, students and visitors.  These are grouped 
into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to infection’ groupings.  
  
Within this group there are six controls:  

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell 
2. Clean hands more thoroughly and more often than usual 
3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including frequently touched surfaces often using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach. 
5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible. 
6. Where necessary, wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

1 to 4 must be in place in schools all the time.   
Below is how we have planned to open in September. 
 
Term Dates and INSET Days 
Staff training days are planned for Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September with no students attending. 
 
Our top priority continues to be the safety of your child, your family and all our staff. With reduced 
transition opportunities and so many changes to our operating procedures we believe that opening the 
school more gradually than we normally would, facilitates the provision of more induction opportunities 
for year groups. Therefore, our intention is to welcome year groups back on the following dates: 
 

 Monday 7th September  –  Year 7 only 

 Tuesday 8th September  –  Years 7 and 11 

 Wednesday 9th September  –  All Years to attend 
 
This will provide opportunity for orientation; a ‘run through’ of fire procedures, an introduction to catering 
arrangements and expectations around the school site. Students will spend some of the time with their new 
Form Tutor every day.  
 
We appreciate that this “soft start” may cause some parents concern.  However, we also hope it is 
recognised that getting almost 900 students operating in the school successfully under the new conditions 
is vital for a safe and productive start to the term. 
 
Travel to and from school 
We will be managing the entry to and exit from school very carefully, with each year group arriving and 
departing via a named year group gate.  A map showing the entry and exit gates will be uploaded to 
the website next week and accessible from a clearly signposted “September reopening” section from the 
homepage. 
 

- Students waiting for buses at the end of the day will be supervised to minimise mixing between 
year groups.  

- Students are advised not to arrive to school earlier than 8:30am. 
 



 

It is our understanding that the Local Authority will contact parents directly with bus passes, confirmation 
of routes and advised safety measures.  
 
Timings of the school day and attendance 
The beginning and end of the school day remain the same to minimise issues for the significant number of 
students who traditionally travel by bus. Students will be registered in Period 1 which starts at 8:40 a.m. 
and the school day will end at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Every year group will have the same break time for 20 minutes and a lunch period of one hour, consisting 
30 minutes for a tutor period and 30 minutes of lunchtime. This will enable cleaning of lunch spaces 
between cohorts.  Areas of the school will be identified for each year group including indoor spaces in 
the event of inclement weather. 
 
From September we have in place robust plans for safety, learning and support for all students to 
attend. The government guidance is clear that all students will need to attend school from the first day of 
the 2020/2021 academic year. Our normal procedures for monitoring attendance will resume at this 
stage. 
 
Year Groups and Tutor Groups in place of Mentor Groups until January 2021 
To allow students in the same year group to complete public exams in the same academic year and to 
minimise risk to health, all cohorts will need to be based in year groups. Regrettably, our popular mixed 
age vertical Mentor groups are therefore not possible from September.  
 
Tutor Groups will be based on Houses to maintain continuity of current groups wherever possible  
e.g. All Year 9 students in Medra should all be in the same Year 9 Tutor Group.  
 
Each Year Team has a dedicated Student Support Worker and a specialist trained member of staff to 
support students’ mental health and wellbeing. 
 

Year 
Team 

Head of Year Dedicated Student Support 
Worker 

7 Miss Sigrist-Smith Mrs Pocock 

8 Mrs Thurston Mrs Phelan & Mrs Loder 

9 Mr Leonard Mrs James 

10 Miss Pollock Miss Lees 

11 Mr Brown Mrs Goudge 

 
Head of Lower School  - Mrs Thurston 
Head of Upper School  - Mr Ball 

 
New Year 7 students have been allocated both a Form Tutor and a Mentor attached to a House. Our 
hope remains to return to a vertical system of mentoring from January 2021 (TBC). 
 
Parents will receive further information on the tutors/tutor locations and contact details prior to the start 
of term. 
 
Tutors, like mentors, will be the first port of call for parental contact. 
 
Movement around the school site will be limited  
From September to October half-term, Year Teams will be restricted to identified teaching rooms in 
clustered zones across the school site, with named outdoor areas. Each zone will have a one-way system 
with signage to support. A map will soon be available on the website for your reference. 
 



 

The timetable has been adapted to enable students, wherever possible, to remain in their teaching zone 
and the expectation is that staff will usually move between rooms to deliver the curriculum.  
 
This will allow Year 10 and 11 to follow a normal GCSE timetable to be taught in their normal groups 
and to access specialist GCSE spaces from the start of term.  Classes in Year 7 will retain the same 
membership at all times. Year 8 and 9 classes may have limited movement for core subjects in the first 
half term.  

 
‘Large gatherings’ are to be avoided, so assemblies will either be delivered to individual Tutor Groups or 
via Video conferencing. 
 
Offices are being reorganised to provide direct support for each Year team within their respective zones. 
 
The Curriculum Offer 
It is our intent to provide continuity of our designed curriculum wherever it is permitted.  There are no 
plans to change the range of GCSE subjects studied or to limit access to any KS3 subjects once we have 
re-established routines. 
 
The importance of ‘reconnection’ cannot be underestimated: the importance of reconnecting pupils with 
knowledge, but also with school and with classroom learning. 
 

“A sense of belonging is a basic human need, just like the need for food and shelter. It enables 

the ability to see value in life and to cope with challenges. A sense of belonging makes us feel 

like there is a community behind us. It can make us feel relaxed and receptive and motivated” 1. 

Christine Lee, Content Manager, Turnitin 

In years 7, 8 and 9, the curriculum is being temporarily adapted for the first four weeks of the 2020 
Autumn Term to provide time and space to induct students and enable them to quickly ‘reconnect’ and 
empower students to access future learning more readily.  Humanities, languages, design and creative 
arts subjects will be taught through a cross-curricular project for the first four weeks as part of a transition 
curriculum. 
 
Many staff and parents in particular may wish to see a rapid, if not immediate, return to the traditional 
planned curriculum in the hope of ‘restoring normality’, but Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs informs us that 
the need for interpersonal relationships motivates behaviour; and a sense of connection, belonging, family 
and acceptance provides the conditions for students to progress and eventually self-actualization.  The 
longer it takes to ‘reconnect’ with the school and community, the bigger the barriers to progress will grow 
and there is a risk that an immediate focus on subject delivery may delay progress. 
 
In addition, it is worth noting there will be a focus during curriculum time on how students can make better 
use of the technology that they have access to, so they are better prepared ahead of any possible future 
lockdown.  It is great to see how staff are already exploring the options and using the technologies 
available through our new remote learning platform to improve meetings, collaborate and communicate. 
This has included meeting virtually with our Prefect Team in preparation for September.  
 
Clubs and activities 

These form an integral part of our provision and play a significant role in building relationships and the 

community.  Our aim is to offer as many of these as possible and we will endeavour to run clubs with 

                                                           
1 Extract from https://www.turnitin.com/blog/7-ways-to-give-your-students-a-sense-of-belonging  

https://www.turnitin.com/blog/7-ways-to-give-your-students-a-sense-of-belonging


 

students from several year groups (but only if social distancing measures can be applied and if the 

activity can be run safely). 

We await publication of the national guidance on peripatetic music tuition, but have made a commitment 

to support continuity of music lessons  

 
Catering 
A full menu for the first four weeks will be accessible on our website.  Students will be able to purchase 
food from their 'Year Group areas' during breaktime.  At lunchtime, students can purchase food via 
separate lunch outlets for each year group.   In order for us to be able to maintain social distancing and 
to minimise mixing, students will spend lunchtimes in separate 'Year Group areas'.  Students who are 
eligible for free school meals will be able to collect a hot, pre packed, meal from their year group's lunch 
station. We ask parents to ensure that funds are loaded onto students’ accounts via parentmail in 
advance.  Any parents who are unable to electronically load funds via parentmail should contact the 
School Office for assistance.  The 'cash loading' machines in school will not be available for use, so 
parents are encouraged to register for parentmail if they haven’t already done so. 
 
There will be no Breakfast Club in the restaurant before school, but Student Support Workers will support 

access to breakfast for vulnerable students in individual year groups.  

 
Health and Safety 
A full risk assessment has been completed and will be made available on our website. 
 

 First Aid will be provided from Lower and Upper School Student Support Worker (SSW)                                                                                                                              
offices supported by the Student Services team. 

 Fire Evacuation routes and procedures have been adapted to the new context of working. 
Students will be shown their route during the first week of term. Social distancing between year 
groups will be maintained once students arrive at their muster points.  

 

Trips and Visits 

Currently, Government advice is that no overnight trips should be undertaken.  If trips are able to be 

arranged, these will only be day trips for students from one year group at a time.   

 

Parents’ evenings and visits to the school 
We are scheduling parents’ evenings to allow you to meet with teachers. The schedule and details of how 
these will work will be made available soon. 
 
As you will understand, all visits to the school will need to be pre-arranged. 
 
Parents are actively encouraged to contact the school via the main reception 01736 363559 or by 
email; enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
 

Students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

In September, provision to support students with SEND will continue, with the deployment of Teaching 

Assistants, Student Support Workers, the wider Student Services Team and Midpoint staff.  

  

Lockers 

With year groups based in specific areas of the school and with minimal movement of students between 

classrooms, we believe lockers will not be required prior to October half term. Provision is being 

reviewed and new arrangements will be in place from October half term.  

 

mailto:enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk


 

Uniform 

It is to be the expectation for all students to attend in full uniform. 

 

Normal uniform rules will be enforced and it is recommended students and parents are clear on the 

guidelines to avoid any unnecessary confrontation at the start of term (i.e. - hair colour and piercings). 

 

Uniform can be ordered form Whirlwind sports – linked from the page below. 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/2316/uniform 

 

It is likely that many students will have outgrown their uniform whilst getting minimal use from it over the 

past few months.  We would ask parents who are able to donate any second hand uniform to contact the 

school to recycle it and make it available for others.  

 
Physical Education 
We believe PE essential to the education of students, and that all students should participate in active PE 
lessons. The guidance is clear that contact sports (such as rugby) cannot take place during the autumn term 
and will be reviewed for the spring term.  
 
PE teachers will adapt the physical activities used in their curriculum plans to reduce the risk of infection 
between students whilst maintaining the high quality of education.  Wherever possible, PE lessons will take 
place outdoors and students should wear appropriate PE clothing (which can be purchased, if new kit is 
required, from whirlwind sports as above). The PE team will communicate with parents with regards kit 
wearing and safe changing procedures.  
 
Our Behaviour for Learning Policy 

Our high expectations with regard to behaviour will continue in September and we will modify our 

procedures to reflect the changed structure of the school day. 

 

We have amended our behaviour policies to address issues that may arise from non-compliance with 

COVID-19 control measures; we are sure that you will understand the need to take a zero tolerance 

approach to this. 

  

Stationery and equipment 

We will be taking necessary safety precautions where the sharing of equipment is required.  Students 

need to take responsibility to provide their own stationery as they will not be able to borrow this from 

peers or teachers. To minimise risk, it will not be possible for stationery to be shared in classrooms. 

  

We appreciate you taking the time to read this information. 

We hope that parents and carers would agree that the controls and systems we are implementing are 

appropriate and address the risks as we understand them at this point in time.  They are subject to 

change based on updates that may come from DfE and we will notify parents of any changes via school 

website and parentmail. 

 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/2316/uniform

