
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,        Monday 1st March 
 
Never has the quote, ‘there are decades where nothing happens; and there are weeks where decades 
happen’ been truer than this week. But there is also ‘hope’, stemming from the staged release of lockdown 
together with some sunshine, which attributes to wellbeing and happiness that normality will resume. 
 
Apologies if you feel you have received many letters from us in the last week. We endeavour to be 
transparent with our communications and keep you alongside us and factored highly in our decision 
making as we navigate through the guidance we are presented. This inevitably generates more 
communication at times. 
 
This letter therefore, intends to set out as much detail as a ‘one stop shop’ reference for full school 
reopening on Monday 8th March. 
 
But first and most importantly a huge thanks. Thanks to the dedicated Key Workers who have continued 
to work tirelessly, many without leave, to support us all (it has been a privilege to support your children at 
this time). Thanks to all the parents who have worked at home or created a routine of blended work and 
home learning (a huge task, conducted in so many cases with other jobs to juggle - which you have done 
with applause and thanks from us all). Thanks to all the staff, every single one, and governors at Humphry 
Davy School without whom the cogs would not continue to turn with such dedication and commitment. 
 
It is clear that the unique power of this community has held the values and principles of HDS close in all 
aspects and sustained this in the face of adversity; demonstrating stoicism and resilience. 
We now need your continued help in reiterating these values and principles to your child. Specifically, 
‘value, trust and respect each member of our community and work together co-operatively’. 

It would be counter-productive to our aims for a smooth, successful, calm transition back to school for all 
staff and students if we are compelled to constantly battle minor indiscretions and unnecessary conflict 
such as; tongue or facial piercings, non-natural hair colouring, incorrect uniform, poor time keeping, failure 
to wear face covering (unless exempt – see 2. below), failure to following one way systems etc.. It is 
therefore preferable that we urge you, as parents, to discuss with your child how they can best 
demonstrate ‘value, trust and respect’ on return and hope the information attached aids this. We will of 
course, be reiterating this on their first day back too and know this will not be an issue for the majority. 

Whilst there is not much change to the routines we established in the autumn term, there are two 
additional systems of control such as face coverings and asymptomatic testing that we have already 
communicated to you. Whilst your views will naturally vary on the merits of such measures, we are keen to 
have a consistent message for all and appreciate your support in this. The objective is to: 

 reduce the risk of asymptomatic transmission with all the associated implications 
 provide an element of reassurance to the many individuals we know who are anxious about 

returning to school at this time 
 demonstrate consideration of others 

It is important to note, the testing period in school and the face covering in classrooms are time limited. 
After three in-school tests, students who have consent will test from home, therefore less disruption in the 
school day. The use of face coverings is due for review at Easter when we hope the guidance will have 
changed. We will advise when we hear more. 

Thankyou in advance for your continued support and open lines of communication. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Bill Marshall 
Headteacher  

 
 
 



 

Humphry Davy School arrangements for March 8th 2021  
 
The guidance is based around schools putting in place a system of controls to mitigate against the spread of coronavirus in a 
school setting and to minimise risks to staff, students and visitors.  These are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to 
infection’ groupings.  

 

PREVENTION 

1) Minimise contact with 
individuals who are 
required to self-isolate by 
ensuring they do not 
attend school 

 

We have a dedicated email address to report any positive cases of 
coronavirus: 
covid@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
 
Anyone told to isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by Public health 
protection team has a legal obligation to self-isolate (this may include 
close contacts identified). 
  
Anyone who develops symptoms. A new and continuous cough or high 
temperature, or has a loss of, change in, their normal sense of taste or 
smell (anosmia) must: 

- Go home to self-isolate (the isolation period includes the day of the 
symptoms and the next full 10 days) 

- Follow the guidance for households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus (COVID 19) infection 

2) Ensure face coverings are 
used in recommended 
circumstances 

 

There is a recommendation to wear face coverings for adults and students 
from Year 7 (aged 11 on 31 August 2020), when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as corridors and communal areas 
and where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. Including when 
travelling to and from school on a school bus. 
They do not need to be worn outdoors on the premises. 

In addition, there is a recommendation that face coverings should be worn 
in classrooms or during activities unless social distancing can be 
maintained. This does not apply in situations where wearing a face 
covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous 
activity, for example in PE lessons.  

This additional precautionary measure is for a limited time – until Easter. 

Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. This applies to 
those who:  

 cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a 
physical impairment or disability, illness or mental health 
difficulties  

 speak to or provide help to someone who relies on lip reading, 
clear sound or facial expression to communicate  

Please complete a form here Mask Exemption Record or email us, 
if this applies to your child so that we have a record to share with staff. 
 

3) Ensure everyone is 
advised to clean their 
hands thoroughly and 
more often than usual 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can 
be done with soap and water or hand sanitiser. We will remind students 
to take responsibility to clean their hands regularly, including:  

 when they arrive at the school  
 when they return from breaks  
 when they change rooms  
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 before and after eating  

To assist with this, we have several outdoor and indoor sinks with soap 
dispensers. Additionally – hand sanitisers (70+% alcohol) in every 
classroom.  

4) Maintain enhanced 
cleaning, including 
cleaning frequently 
touched surfaces often, 
using standard products 
such as detergents. 

 

Frequent enhanced cleaning schedule will be in line with the risk 
assessment and timetabling of the day, to include:  

 more frequent cleaning of rooms or shared areas that are used by 
different groups 

 students assisting on wiping down desks and chairs with teacher 
oversight and quality check on this 

 frequently touched surfaces being cleaned more often than normal  
 cleaning toilets regularly  
 encouraging pupils to wash their hands thoroughly after using the 

toilet  

5) Consider how to minimise 
contact across the site and 
maintain social distancing 
wherever possible. 

 

The overarching principle is to keep groups separate (in consistent year 
group ‘bubbles’ and classes with set seating plans) and through 
maintaining social distance, where possible, between individuals. These 
are not alternative options and both measures will help, but the balance 
between them will change depending on the:   

 student’s ability to distance  
 layout of the building and one way ‘safe routes’ 
 feasibility of keeping distinct groups separate while offering a 

broad curriculum  

We will have: 

 staggered breaks and lunches for year groups with dedicated 
outdoor ‘zones’

 consistent seating zones on school transport
 adults maintaining 2 metres distance from each other and children 

wherever possible (we know in the case of close contact care and 
students with complex needs, this may not always be possible)

 students sat side by side and front facing in the classroom
 separate entrance and exit gates for year groups
 Ensure children leave the school site without gathering outside the 

school in groups and request that children are not given permission 
to gather in the park prior to school.

 assemblies will either be delivered to individual tutor groups or 
via Video link (TEAMS).

6) Keep occupied spaces 
well ventilated 

 

Good ventilation reduces the concentration of the virus in the air, which 
reduces the risk from airborne transmission. This happens when people 
breathe in small particles (aerosols) in the air after someone with the virus 
has occupied an enclosed area.  

When the school is in operation, we will ensure it is well ventilated and a 
comfortable teaching environment is maintained.  

7) Ensure individuals wear 
the appropriate personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) where necessary 

 

Face coverings are not classified as PPE (personal protective equipment).  

Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would 
normally need for their work. If a pupil already has routine intimate care 
needs that involve the use of PPE, the same PPE should continue to be 
used.  



 

Additional PPE for coronavirus (COVID-19) is only required in a very 
limited number of scenarios, for example, when:  

 a student becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, and 
only then if a 2 metre distance cannot be maintained  

8) Promote and engage in 
asymptomatic testing, 
where available. 

 

Asymptomatic rapid testing remains a vital part of the wider return to 
school plan to suppress and identify the virus. 
This will be conducted by consent from parents (under 16) and from the 
student (16+). 
Please see letter outlining this sent via parentmail on 25.02.21 

 
Students who have consented and undertaken 3 onsite tests will be 
provided with continued home testing kits, with advice and guidance on 
how to conduct and record. 
 

RESPONSE TO INFECTION 
9) Promote and engage with 

NHS Test and Trace 
process. 

Staff members, parents and carers will need to:  

Book a test if they or their child has symptoms - the main symptoms are:  

-  a high temperature  
-  a new continuous cough 
-  a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste  

Self-isolate immediately and not come to school if:  

- anyone in their household or support or childcare bubble develops 
symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)  

- they are required to do so having recently travelled from certain 
other countries  

- they have been advised to isolate by NHS test and trace or the PHE 
local health protection team, which is a legal obligation  

Provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with, if they 
test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and 
Trace  

10) Manage and report 
confirmed cases of 
coronavirus (COVID19) 
amongst the school 
community 

We must take swift action when we become aware that someone who has 
attended has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) either: 

a) having developed symptoms and taken a PCR test outside of 
school.  

b) having received a positive lateral flow test 

Please email us immediately on dedicated email: covid@humphry-
davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

11) Contain any outbreak by 
following local health 
protection team advice. 

If we have 2 or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in 
sickness absence where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, we may 
have an outbreak.  

We will liaise closely with the dedicated advice service who will escalate 
the issue to our local health protection team for advice on any additional 
action required.  
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Other important information: 
 

On Monday 8th March (Week A) 
All children will go directly to their first timetabled lesson. Timetables can be found by accessing the 
parent portal (Parents) or E Praise (students).  
This will provide opportunity for orientation, running through fire procedures, introduction to arrangements 
and expectations around the school site. Later in the day the students will spend some of the time with 
their Tutor.  
 
This start will aid us getting almost 900 students operating in the school successfully and is vital for a safe 
and productive start to the term. 
 

Uniform: 

It is to be the expectation for all students to attend in full uniform. 

Normal uniform rules will be enforced and it is recommended students and parents are clear on the 

guidelines to avoid any unnecessary confrontation at the start of term (i.e. – NO facial or tongue 

piercings and non- natural hair colour) 

 

It is likely that many students will have outgrown their uniform and we would ask parents/carers to check 

uniform fits and is correct (i.e. plain black shoes with no logos). School jumpers, ties and PE kit can be 

purchased, if required at https://www.whirlwindsports.com. White school shirts, black trousers/skirts and 

plain black shoes with no logos are widely available in supermarkets and online. 

 

Behaviour systems: 

Our high expectations with regards to behaviour will continue and we will be modifying our procedures 

to reflect the return following lockdown whilst also being insistent that students demonstrate and uphold 

‘value, trust and respect’. Please see our behaviour addendum and behaviour for learning policy here: 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/2337/policies-and-documents 

 

Travel to and from school: 
We will be managing the entrance and exit from school very carefully with each year group arriving and 
departing via a named year group gate.  
YEAR 7: Main Gate 
YEAR 8: Main Gate 
YEAR 9: Student gate (nearest the staff car park) 
YEAR 10: Visitors Gate (nearest town) 
YEAR 11: Visitors Gate (nearest town) 
 
Students waiting for buses at the end of the day will be supervised to minimise mixing between year 
groups. Students are advised not to arrive to school earlier than 8.30am or encouraged to attend the 
park in large gatherings. 
 
The school buses will run as normal. 
Important to note - Cornwall Council will be providing the duplicate bus routes which were in place prior 
to lockdown. These routes will be for entitled students only who have a valid bus pass. 
Note new names of two buses below: 
Williams Travel – is called HD-G-A1 
Transport for Cornwall – is called HD-G-M6 
 

Timings of the school day and attendance: 
The beginning and end of the school day remain the same. Period 1 which starts promptly at 8:40 a.m. 
and the school day will end at 3:00 p.m.  
 
Students will still have a 25min break with dedicated zones for each year, plus a 1 hour lunch split into 
tutor and lunch which is also in dedicated zones. Detailed on ‘zone’ maps in every classroom. 
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We have in place robust plans for safety, learning and support for all students to attend. The 
government guidance is clear that all student’s attendance to school is mandatory from Monday 8th 
March. Our normal procedures for monitoring attendance will resume at this stage. 
 

Support and Wellbeing: 
We have dedicated staff who are here to meet your pastoral, wellbeing needs. Additionally, we have a 
programme of assemblies, tutor periods, small group work and 1:1 support which we will have in place 
on return. 

 
 
Head of Lower School  - Mrs 
Thurston 
Head of Upper School  - Mr 
Ball 
 
 

 

Movement around the school site: 
Students will be asked to adhere to a one-way ‘safe route’ system around the school, clearly marked with 
arrows and detailed on maps which are located in every classroom. 
 

Extra-curricular offer: 
Extra-curricular activities form an integral part of our provision and play a significant role in building 

relationships and ‘belonging’. Our aim is to offer as many extra-curricular opportunities as possible and 

we will endeavour to run clubs with students from several year groups (with respect given to social 

distancing measures). 

 

Students with SEND: 

Liaison and support for families whose children have SEND has been maintained over the lockdown 

period.  From March 8th, provision to support students with SEND will continue, with the deployment of 

Teaching Assistants, Student Support Workers, the wider Student Services Team and Midpoint staff.  

  

Physical Education: 
PE teachers will adapt the physical activities used in their curriculum plans to reduce the risk of infection 

between students whilst maintaining the high quality of education as much as possible. Wherever possible, 

PE lessons will take place outdoors and students should wear appropriate PE clothing (which can be 

purchased, if new kit is required, from whirlwind sports https://www.whirlwindsports.com).  Student can 

wear PE kit only on the days they have PE. Again, we do not want to have unnecessary challenge for any 

student breaches of this. 

 

Stationery and equipment: 

Students will be expected to provide their own stationery and basic equipment required, a face covering 

is an essential part of the school kit for students to take responsibility to bring to school each day. It may 

be worth having more than one. 

 

Key contacts: 

Reception: 01736 363559 and  enquiries@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

Attendance: 01736 352122 and attendance@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

Covid related information: covid@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 

All parents and carers are reminded that information such as your child's timetable, achievements and 
attendance information is available 24 hours a day via the Parent Portal. Please use the opportunity 
whilst you visit to check contact details are accurate and up to date and let us know of any changes 
required. 
 

Year 
Team 

Head of Year Dedicated Student Support 
Worker 

7 Miss Sigrist-Smith Mrs Pocock 

8 Mrs Thurston Mrs Phelan & Mrs Loder 

9 Mr Leonard Mrs James 

10 Miss Pollock Miss Lees 

11 Mr Brown Mrs Goudge 
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