
CommunityMatters
April 2022

Cover: Private Viewing at The Tate St Ives
 INSIDE:
•	 Red Nose Day
•	 Songfest 
•	 World Book Day



Inspiration...

Song Writing With The Cornwall Music HUB

Year 9 art students visited the Tate St Ives, the 
Tremenheere Sculpture Gardens and the 
Barbara Hepworth Museum and Sculpture 
Garden this term.  This was a fantastic opportunity 
for our students to spend some time studying 
professional art displays.

The students are currently working on a project 
focused on natural forms, so visiting these three 
exhibitions was the perfect chance to get 
inspired.  As the sun shone down, our students 
made their way around the displays taking 
photographs, making notes and drawing 
sketches of their favourite pieces.  Students 
were asked to consider user interaction, how 
the artwork made them feel, and explore the 
context of the artwork and the emotional 
connection the artist had with their work.

The Tate St Ives is currently closed to the public 
for building work, so our students had the whole 
exhibition to themselves…a truly VIP experience! 
Everyone had a wonderful morning, and 
on the coach ride home they couldn’t stop 

talking about what they had seen.  These 
visits have really helped develop our students’ 
understanding of how artist research can inspire 
their own creations and we look forward to 
seeing how their own creative work progresses.   



Creativity...



Confidence...

Everyone’s	Talking	About	Jamie!

Year 10 and 11 drama students spent an evening 
at the Hall for Cornwall this term watching the 
hit musical ‘Everyone’s Talking About Jamie’. It 
was so fantastic to get back to the theatre and 
see such a colourful and entertaining musical!

Whilst experiencing live theatre is part of the 
exam criteria, it is without a doubt one of the 
best aspects of being a drama student; seeing 
the staging, acting, singing and dancing is 

captivating.

The multi-award-winning smash-hit musical 
featured West End star, Layton Williams, and 
EastEnders’ much-loved Shane Richie, as Hugo/
Loco Chanelle, both reprising their roles from 
the critically acclaimed West End production.

A fabulous night was had by all; one of many 
more to come as the theatres are open and 
companies are touring!

Meet	 the	 new	 member	 of	 Spaceport	 Cornwall’s	 media	
team!

Following their competition to find Cornwall’s budding 
young journalists, Spaceport Cornwall have now selected 
their 2022 Launch Crew! 

The competition called for applications in five categories - 
video producing, podcasting, social media management, 
reporting and journalism.

We are so proud of Rosie, Year 9, who has been selected 
to be trained as a media crew member.

Tasked with documenting the historic road to the first ever 
launch from UK soil this summer, Rosie and the team will 
showcase the opportunities that the launch will bring to 
Cornwall and share the key moments and behind the 
scenes action in the lead up to lift off.

Attending the finalists’ event held recently at Royal 
Cornwall Museum, Rosie was presented with prizes and 
had many pictures taken! 

Rosie commented “it was a super 
fun day meeting the incredibly 
talented people in the crew”. 

Ms Copley, Teacher of English and 
film studies said “ We are so proud 
of Rosie; she crafted a brilliant 
newspaper article as her winning 
entry and she worked hard with the 
film club team to produce other 
highly commended entries too. She 
is an inspiration!”



Confidence... Achieve...

Cornwall Music Festival Triumph

HDS music students had a busy day in Truro  
taking part in four separate categories at the 
Cornwall Music Festival this year. 

Each act performed brilliantly and received 
excellent feedback from the adjudicators.  
‘Big Sing’ and ‘The Brasstronauts’ both walked 
away with trophies and the ‘HDS Impact Choir’ 
was invited back to perform the following day 
to perform at their evening gala! 

A big well done to all our students who were 
exemplary and really demonstrated our HDS 
values.  

Exeter University - Language and Culture

On Wednesday 2nd March the languages department took a 
group of Year 10 linguists to Exeter University for a Languages 
and Culture activity day. This was a perfect opportunity for 
students to have a taste of University life whilst also exploring 
the range of languages available to study at Exeter University. 

As the world continues to shift and change, the need for British 
citizens to speak more than one language is more vital than 
ever before. By studying a language at GCSE all students are 
equipped to continue language studying at University level 
alongside their main degree subject. Students completed 
workshops in Italian, Chinese Mandarin, Portuguese and 
Russian. It was a really fun and challenging day! 

Our students were an absolute credit to our school community 
and it was great to see them using a range of different 
languages throughout the day.



Red	Nose	Day!	
 
This year, for Red Nose Day, our students got involved by spending 
a wonderfully crafty morning creating red nose bunting to decorate 
their mentor rooms.  It was lovely to see all the amazingly unique 
designs being crafted around the school.  

Students were also treated to a karaoke concert from members of 
staff at lunchtime! The sound of laughter could be heard throughout 
the school grounds, not to mention Miss Kleiman’s rendition of ‘Let it 
go’ from Disney’s Frozen, where everyone in attendance joined in to 
sing at the top of their lungs! 

Charity...



Caring...Charity...



Aspire...

Visiting the Minack Theatre

“On Monday 21st March my class went to 
the Minack Theatre. We all thought this was 
a great experience! It was a beautiful day 
and we were roasting the whole time. We 
were so lucky to get the first actual ‘beach’ 
weather day of the year! We got to see the 
entire theatre and learn facts about it from 
great people. We then did a warm up (the 
stone floor we had to kneel on was a bit cold) 
before splitting off into groups and acting small 
scenes based on the Tempest. This was a lot of 
fun to do but even more fun to watch. Some of 
the groups did serious retellings of King Alonso, 
Sebastian, Gonsalo and Antonio’s tracking 
across the island, while other groups did 
hilarious performances depicting Prospero’s 
banishment from Milan or Ariel’s imprisonment 
in a tree. Overall the trip was amazing and we 
all had a great time.”

Isaac, Year 8 



Enrichment...Aspire...

Visiting the Royal Welsh College of Music and 
Drama

Our twelve Music Scholars visited Cardiff this  
term.  Stopping off on the way to experience  
the spectacular arena gig by world famous 
Cory Wong at the O2 academy, they then spent 
a day at the Royal Welsh College of Music and 
Drama.  They immersed themselves into the  
life of a world leading conservatoire; taking 
part in workshops with their Head of Jazz and 
enjoying the opportunity to meet students 
(including former Humphry Davy students).  
It was a great way to get a feel for life as a 
professional musician! 

The whole experience was a great 
opportunity for our students to learn 
about what life could be like if they  
choose to pursue a career path within the 
music industry.  Since the trip, it has been great 
hearing how this visit was such an eye opener 
for our students, with one student even deciding 
to change one of his college choices to music!  

A fantastic experience had by all. 

Esports	Fifa	Final!

The first ever Esports tournament has now concluded 
here at Humphry Davy School.

A tense final was played out by Riley (Year 9) and 
Dylan (Year 11). The score finished 3 -1 to Dylan, who 
came from behind to claim victory. The game was 
played in great spirit between both players, which 
brought to an end a great experience for many of 
our students. 

We would like to wish Dylan the best of luck as he 
represents our school at the national Fifa 22 schools 
championship. The event is being held in May at 
West Bromwich Albion Football Club, we will keep 
you updated with Dylan’s progress!



Collaborate...

The Young Enterprise Programme 
 
This year Humphry Davy students are taking part 
in the Young Enterprise programme. 

As a school, our vision is to ensure that these 
students have the opportunity to learn the vital 
skills and enterprising mindset needed to earn 
and look after their money and make a positive 
contribution to their community. Our mission is to 
empower these students to discover, develop 
and celebrate their skills and potential. 

The business they have started is called  
EqualUp. Their aim is to promote the importance 
of equality and they are going to start a social 
media campaign and plan to invite local 
businesses to become involved. 

The concept is - “it doesn’t matter what you look 
like, it’s what’s on the inside that counts”, this 
was inspired by the words of Martin Luther King 
Jr; “I have a dream that my four little children 
will one day live in a nation where they will not 
be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the 
content of their character.” 

EqualUp have developed artwork that can 
be customised using portraits of people. By 
removing the key features of the face they 
hope to emphasise that it’s a person’s character 
that is most important. The artwork will include 
three personalised words that describe the 

characteristics of what you look for in people, 
or employees. 

They are currently working with an award 
winning restaurant in Penryn; at a time when 
employment is competitive, the campaign 
aims to promote desirable businesses to work 
for due to their equality status. 

If you have a business and are interested 
in finding out more about how to join in 
this campaign, please contact: equalup@
humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Invasion of the Body Snatchers

Last Thursday, 10th March, 40 Year 11 and Year 10 
Film Studies students went to a private screening of 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers (one of their GCSE 
set texts), on the big screen at Penwith College. The 
students absolutely loved it; they were wowed by the 
theatre, the cinema lights...and the complimentary 
hot chocolate and cakes! Lecturers from A Level Film 
Studies and A Level Media came to speak to them 
too, which gave them a fantastic insight into studying 
at Penwith College. It really was a treat - and the film 
was a big hit too!



Explore...

Science	Week!		
 
Week commencing 14th March was 
National Science Week and to celebrate 
the event we ran a huge variety of 
amazing activities for everyone to get 
involved in!

Year 7, 8 and 9 students enjoyed a 
practical lesson that taught them all 
about Sir Humphry Davy and his many 
discoveries. Students investigated 
flame tests, colouring the Bunsen burner 
flames with different metal ions and saw  
reactivity from group 1 metals and 
methane gas.  Our Year 9 Triple Science 
groups headed to Penwith College 
to gain experience doing amazing A 
level science practicals which they will 
continue into the summerterm. 

The Science Ambassadors were ‘science 
busking’ every lunchtime, showcasing 
experiments and  running competitions 
amongst many other things.  Our Science 
Cinema proved hugely successful; open 
throughout the week, we ran science 
clips and videos to get students thinking. 
In mentoring, all students got involved 
in a Science Quiz to earn points for their 
houses. 

Finally, we are excited to announce that 
the annual Q.I. quiz, which has been 
a regular feature of science week, will 
be taking place in the coming weeks.  
Definitely something to look forward to!

If you are interested in becoming a 
Science Ambassador please do ask any 
member of the science department 
about how to get involved!

Be sure to check out the video on our 
website to experience some of the fun for 
yourselves! 



Talent...

SongFest	2022!
 
Students and staff were overjoyed to once 
again take part in the annual Songfest concert 
at St John’s Hall. 

It has been two years since Songfest was held 
in Penzance and Humphry Davy School were 
proud to be given the stage for the first half of 
their two night concert. Songfest celebrates all 
things to do with the voice and so HDS Music 
prepared an evening of choirs, bands and 
soloists to showcase some of the amazing 
singers we have here at our school. 

Highlights from the evening included the solo, 
duet and trio performances from our fantastic 
music scholars who stunned the audience with 
their close harmonies and expressive stage 
presence. 

Humphry Davy School put together another 
fantastic and varied evening of music and 
we look forward to working with the team at 
Songfest again next year. 

A huge ‘well done’ to all our wonderful 
musicians for getting involved!



Talent... Ambition...

Careers Week
 
At Humphry Davy School we offer an extensive 
careers programme which runs across all  
year groups. 

7th - 11th March was National Careers Week, 
and we had lots going on! Students were treated 
to a hairdressing taster sessions from Penwith  
College, Year 11 took part in mock interviews 
to prepare them for work life, Year 8 were given 

a talk about what it takes to become a vet 
from Rosevean Veterinary Practice, and Year 
10 were busy completing the final steps of 
securing their work experience placements.  

What a jam packed week it was!  We continue 
to support our students in all things careers and 
have a dedicated careers advisor based in 
our library.  If you have any questions at all do 
not hesitate to get in touch with Mrs Richards. 

Hair and Beauty Taster Sessions

A group of Year 10 students have been visiting 
Penwith College for taster sessions in their Hair 
and Beauty department over the past few 
weeks. The students have been learning all 
about the industry and the array of professions 
that they could progress into. They have been 
given the opportunity to explore a range of 
different aspects including nail art, styling hair 
and massage and have been really excited to 
get stuck in!

For their nail art session the students learnt how 
to create different designs using techniques 
such as marbling, foiling and striping. In their 
second session, they explored hair styling where 
they worked together to recreate a ‘Mohican 
Braid’. After a quick demo the students took it in 
turns to try out the style on each other to perfect 
the design. We were super impressed with their 
outcomes!  Their last session was to learn different 
techniques in the art of massage, including 
‘effleurage’. This was another great session 
where our students continued to broaden their 
understanding of working within the Hair and 

Beauty industry (even if most enjoyed being 
the ‘client’ just as much as learning!) - a truly 
relaxing end to our series of taster sessions!

We have really enjoyed finding out more about 
Hair and Beauty at Penwith College, and it has 
given our students much food for thought as 
they start to consider what they would like to do 
when they leave school!



Team Work...

Launceston and Newquay Tretherras in the 
afternoon games. All players can be very proud 
of their performances against some tough 
opposition….and congratulations go to Eli for 
being the pick of the players for his footwork, 
speed and scoring ability.

Hosted here at HDS, our girls had a great time 
taking part in an evening of Rugby.  With over 
70 girls participating in contact games (from 
Cape, St Ives, Mounts Bay and Camborne), for 
some, it was their first experience of competitive 
contact matches. 

Hard tackles, great rucking and lots of 
channelled aggression!   A great experience 
for all involved! 

Life	Saving	Training!

At HDS we have a longstanding commitment 
to ensuring all our young people have the 
training required to save lives.  Our defibrillator 
and CPR training continued this term, with Year 
7 and 8 students learning these essential skills 
during their PE lessons.  We will be celebrating 
the completion of their training next term!  Well 
done everyone!

Sport	@	HDS!		
 
Football

Our Year 8 football team continued their run in 
this year’s County cup, following up their away 
victory against Penair with an impressive 3-0 win 
away to Camborne. The game started brightly 
as both teams battled hard in the monsoon-
like conditions, but it was HDS who had the ball 
in the back of the net early into the first half. 
HDS started the second half brightly and, with a 
further goal from Liam, the team secured their 
place in the quarter finals!  Well done Team!

Basketball

Our U16 boys basketball teams took part in their 
first fixture against Cape this term.  Both our 
teams were amazing, with our Year 11 team 
scoring 28-0.  All teams finished by playing a 
tri- tournament between the three teams. The 
boys should be congratulated for taking the 
initiative to organise their own club, leading 
drills and developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the game. Well done also to 
our under 14 boys team who also had their first 
fixture.  Despite a great effort, the game was 
narrowly lost in the last play! 

Rugby

Students were rewarded for their commitment 
to extra-curricular sport and their excellent 
attitude to learning in PE with a trip to Mennaye 
Field to watch the Cornish Pirates.  Taking part 
in the guard of honour at the start of the match, 
our students were then treated to a lap of the 
pitch at half time by the Pirate’s mascot.  All 
who attended were a credit to the school…
and what a great experience! 

Our Year 7 Rugby Team ended the season by 
taking part in the County 7-a-side tournament 
at Pool School on Thursday. The cold but clear 
conditions were conducive to some open, 
running rugby. Finishing third in the group in 
the morning, they moved on to play Saltash, 



Team Work... Compete...



Imagination...

World Book Day
 
We celebrated the 25th anniversary of World 
Book Day this term! 

In the run up to WBD, we had a busy week 
celebrating our shared love of reading and 
literacy. 

In classrooms decorated with book themes, 
our mentor groups had lots of fun taking part 
in events such as ‘the masked reader quiz’, 
guessing which picture of a bookshelf belonged 
to which member of staff, and challenging 
themselves with reading quizzes to win extra 
prizes!

Dressing up as their favourite character of the 
last 25 years, our students and staff made a 
huge effort! 

It was fantastic to see so many familiar 
characters around the site...and it was great 
to have Spiderman as our Duty Student for the 
day!

All funds raised have been donated to support 
the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.  Thank you for 
your donations!



Opportunity...

Music For Youth
 
During the Spring term our young people have 
been busy preparing for Music For Youth, the 
annual celebration of youth music across the 
UK.  Each region holds its own local festival and 
a handful of acts from each festival is chosen 
to perform at the regional competition.  With so 
much going on this term, HDS was unfortunately 
unable to attend ‘in person’ due to overlapping 
events.  Of course, we didn’t let that stop us 
from getting involved, with this year’s entrants 
taking part via video submission! 

‘New Notes Jazz Band’ and ‘Betty Boop’s 
Jungle Boogie’ spent an afternoon videoing 
and recording a set of material to put before 
the panel and a live audience at Falmouth 
University. Those in attendance were blown 

away by the professionalism and musicianship 
on display and we look forward to receiving 
feedback in the coming weeks.

Head over to our website now to watch their 
entries! 

Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
It has been an incredibly busy half term and 
just fantastic to see your children engaging in 
the wealth of opportunities provided here at 
Humphry Davy School! 

Heading into the Easter break, Year 11 are 
focussed upon their examination preparation 
and have much to be positive about. Staff are 
dedicated to supporting all our students and 
please continue to contact Mentors or subject 
staff if we can assist you or your child in any way. 

Looking ahead, the summer term schedule 
looks like it will be one of the busiest ever and we 
look forward to welcoming Year 6 students on 
their Transition Day. There is a wonderful ‘buzz’ 
about the school and my sincere thanks to 
parents, carers, staff and students for creating 
such an amazing, inclusive atmosphere about 
the place.

Enjoy a wonderful and well-deserved Easter!

Mr Marshall, Headteacher



Community...

St	Piran’s	Day
 
We had a brilliant time taking part in the annual St Piran’s Day 
procession!

The procession of 600 primary school pupils, led by the mayor, 
was supported by our students who provided amazing  
musical accompaniment as they danced through the streets. 

Proudly wearing black and white with a commemorative rosette, 
our musicians made their way to the bandstand in Morrab Gardens 
where they were centre stage; giving the crowd a rendition of 
Trelawny.

Another great day to celebrate Cornish heritage with 
mercifully nice weather. We look forward to taking part 
again next year. 



Educate...

Raising Mental Health Awareness
 
Students from Years 8, 9 and 10 took part in an 
exciting two day workshop with Pirate FM and 
Headstart Kernow this term.  Our students were 
guided through the process of creating a film 
about student mental health and took control 
of the whole process from start to finish; creating 
ideas, story-boarding, planning, scripting, 
filming and starring! 

Based on the concept of ‘Don’t play games 
with your Mental Health’, they set out to raise 
awareness of mental health...and send the 
message that looking after our mental health is 
for everyone.

Emphasising that mental health issues, both big 
and small can affect all students of all ages and 
abilities, they used the concept of a computer 
game to frame their final film.

Their amazing work will be shared in schools 
County wide to promote young peoples’ 
mental health.

Well done to all involved.  You should be very 
proud of your final production!

Want to see it for yourselves? Visit our website 
and follow the link on the news story. 



Keep In Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry Davy School
Coombe	Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18 2TG
t: 01736 363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Key Dates For Your Diaries

28.04.22 Year 10 Support Evening

02.05.22 Bank Holiday 

19.05.22 Year 8 Parents Evening
 
30.05.22 Half Term Week

11.07.22 Activities Week

Work Experience
 
Our Year 10 students had a very busy last week 
of term experiencing the world of work!

Working with Cornwall Education Business 
Partnership, HDS students prepared themselves 
earlier this term by developing their Health and 
Safety knowledge and contacting employers, 
before spending the week at their chosen 
placement.

During the week, students have been carrying 
out a wide variety of tasks and duties within 
their workplace, (more or less as would an 
employee). With the emphasis being on the 
learning aspects of the experience, our students 
have been completing their log books each 
day, and reports from staff who have visited 
them during the week are that ‘they are having 
a great time!’. We look forward to welcoming 
Year 10 back into school after the Easter break, 
and hearing all about their experiences!  

Head to our website to see more!


