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Lego	Engineers	Travel	to	Birmingham
 
On Friday 14th March, our ‘Lego Engineers’ 
travelled to Birmingham’s NEC to take part in 
the national finals of the  Lego Engineering  
Competition and to experience the ‘Big Bang 
Fair’.

Starting with the competition, our team used 
computer programming and coding to control 
their robots through various obstacle courses and 
a speed test. Their team work skills, robot design 
and robot effectiveness were also judged, as was 
the presentation of their research project.  

Opportunity...

It takes a great deal of strategy, trial and error, 
team work, brain power and planning to program 
your robot in the correct way and our team 
certainly did not disappoint - coming away with a 
fantastic result, and feeling proud to have taken 
part and represent our school.

After the competition, our Engineers also had the 
opportunity to experience the ‘Big Bang Fair’ that 
was being held at the venue.  With twenty halls full 
of different activities on offer (including ‘Big Battle 
Robots’, a huge climbing wall and a diving tank) 
there was so much to explore and do!  

Great team work Engineers, ‘well done’! 



Aspire...

St	Piran’s	Day	Parade
 
Some of our musical students spent the morning of Tuesday 5th 
March parading through Penzance town as part of the annual St 
Piran’s Day Parade. 

Despite the grey clouds the weather held out and the students were 
treated to lots of smiling faces from the local people. The turnout was 
spectacular, with all schools embracing the truly Cornish black and 
white theme! Dancing their way through the streets, they created an 
impressive wall of sound which was sure to be heard from all around. 

Well done to everyone involved, Lowena dhywgh!

BBC	Young	Reporter
 
Aspiring News Reporters, Camera Operators, 
Editors and Weather Reporters spent 
Wednesday 6th March taking part in the 
annual BBC’s Young Reporter! 

This was an exciting opportunity for students 
to try their hand at creating interesting 
and engaging news stories, and it certainly 
was a jam-packed day, filled with laughter 
and learning.  The students experimented 
with various filming techniques, producing 
an amazingly  professional piece.  A 
representative from the BBC commented that 
‘our reporters had great potential and made 
a great team!’

View their report on our website 
www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/10/
news.  



Charity...

World	Book	Day
 
We had another wonderful World Book Day at HDS 
this year! Students and staff dressed up (in some 
very imaginative costumes!) as their favourite 
book/film Crossover characters.

It was certainly a busy day, with plenty of activities 
such as quizzes, bookmark making, treasure 
hunts and cake sales.  Students were also able 
to browse the fantastic displays of different book 
genres in our lovely library.

Following on from the day, students enjoyed 
visits to local bookshop, ‘The Edge of the World’, 
where they were able to spend their World Book 
Day vouchers. 

Thank you to everyone who donated.  We 
raised an amazing £565, enabling a substantial 
contribution to Book Aid International, a charity 
which sends books to various countries around 
the world.

Comic	Relief	at	HDS
 
This year, to raise money for Comic Relief, HDS students 
decided against red noses, opting to instead dress in 
red! Having recently been awarded ‘Plastic Free School’ 
status, everyone was in agreement that the traditional red 
noses would not be needed in order to make money for 
this worthy cause.  

With a cake sale at break and a brilliant performance 
from our talented music students at lunch, we raised an 
amazing £612 for this fantastic charity! 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity.



Enrichment...

Visiting	the	Lost	Gardens	of	Heligan
 
A small group of Year 9s visited the Lost Gardens of 
Heligan this term to develop their understanding 
of the Provenance of Food for Catering.  They also 
had the chance to see a working farm in action 
giving them the opportunity to experience larger 
animals and extend the work they are already 
doing in Animal Care studies at school!

The day started off very well with a cooked 
breakfast from the Heligan Kitchen using produce 
which had been  grown   or  reared   on  the  
surrounding  grounds. 
 
With stomachs full it was time for our students to 
get their hands dirty as they headed around to 
the Heligan kitchen gardens where they planted 
potatoes, harvested leeks and got to meet the 

very famous Pineapple plant that has recently 
been on the television show ‘Food Unwrapped’! 
They  learnt that the first Pineapple grown at 
Heligan was sold to the King at the time for 
£10,000!!!!

They then went on to meet the ewes who were in 
lamb, the duck who thinks he is a chicken (as he 
was brought up with them), turkeys and lastly the 
pigs who were basking in the sunshine and mud! 

We ended our brilliant visit with a jungle walk and 
a brownie made from the Heligan Kitchen. A great 
day was had by all!



Year	7	Learn	First	Aid!

Here at HDS we are passionate about providing 
all of our students with life support training sessions.    
We believe that it is very important to understand 
the risks of Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA), which 
kills 2,000 people weekly in the UK, as many as 270 
of these being children at school.

We are lucky to have our very own qualified First 
Aid Trainer, Mr Brown, who is able to pass on his 
skills and knowledge to all HDS Students and Staff! 

Mr Brown has had a very busy start to 2019 and 
has taught all our Year 7s how to deliver CPR and 
how to use an Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) confidently. An AED is a portable electronic 
device that automatically diagnoses the life 
threatening cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular 
fibrillation and pulseless ventricular tachycardia. 
We are very lucky to have two of these incredible 
lifesaving devices in school!

The students fully engaged themselves within 
the lessons, understanding the importance of 
the training.  They were all keen to learn these 
life saving techniques, aware that one day they 
could possibly take the skills they have acquired 
and put them to use.

Confidence...



‘Move-it’	Dance	Convention
 
Four of our talented young dancers (Isobel, 
Millie, Esha and Luca) were successful 
earlier this year in auditioning for, and 
gaining places in, the ‘Cornish Roots’ 
dance group.  

Following their success, ‘Cornish Roots’ 
travelled to London this term to perform 
at the world’s biggest dance convention, 
‘Move-It’, in front of international 
choreographers! 

They performed a contemporary dance 
piece called ‘I am’, which explores the 
issues surrounding young people and their 
emotional well-being and mental health. It 
was a beautiful and powerful performance 
covering an important subject. 

What an incredibly exciting achievement, 
we look forward to following their progress 
and hearing about their future dance 
success! 

South	West	Boccia	Competition!
 
Following their success in the 
Cornish round of the Lord Taveners 
U19 Boccia Tournament, our 
Boccia team were invited to 
represent Cornwall in the South 
West heat held in Exeter.

Our team started well, winning 
their first two games, however 
the second half of the day 
proved more challenging.   
Remaining enthusiastic and 
determined throughout, the 
team showcased their skills and 
team work, placing an amazing 
5th out of 14 teams! 

Well done team! You were 
excellent ambassadors for both 
the school and the County!

Participation...



Our	Girls	Get	Active!	
 
Our sports teams have been busy again this term, 
facing a range of different fixtures from hockey to 
rugby. 

A huge ‘Well Done’ to our Year 7 girls U12 hockey 
team who made it through to the semi-finals of 
their matches. They had a great day and the girls 
performed amazingly using all the skills they have 
learnt in their lessons and during practices. 

The Year 7/8 girls rugby team competed in their 
first contact rugby game against St. Ives; showing 
real grit, determination and team work throughout 
their game. The girls weren’t afraid to get their 
hands dirty and got stuck in! The team were full of 
excitment upon their return to school; eager 
for the next match! 

Our ‘Girls Active’ club braved the March 
weather and experienced a wet and windy 
walk along Long Rock Beach! They did not 
let the weather hold them back though and 

Team Work...

were smiling the whole way.  Our ‘Girls Active’ 
club runs every Friday from 3.15pm to 4.15pm. Miss 
Stovell puts on a variety of different classes and 
the girls always have so much fun! If any students 
would like to join the group, please see Miss Stovell. 
 
The girls netball team came a brilliant fourth 
place out of twenty one schools in the County 
U12 Tournament!  They braved the hail, rain and 
wind but this did not dampen their determination.  
The second half of the day was played indoors 
and the girls smashed it! 

Well done to everyone, we always love hearing 
how well you get on and how brilliantly you 
represent the school!



Succeed...

Headteacher’s	Reflections
 
It has been an incredibly busy and productive half 
term at Humphry Davy!
 
It started  with Year 6  parents  receiving 
confirmation of places at the school, which is 
officially full and oversubscribed for Years 7, 8 & 
9 from September 2019. Work on the new maths 
block has finally begun to provide state of the art 
accommodation to house the students and we 
are assured the work will be complete in time for 
September. Year 10 are undertaking their work 
experience and Year 11 are busy, busy, busy 
preparing for and taking their final GCSE exams. 
Attitudes are excellent and I wish them all the best 
with their revision and preparation over the Easter 
vacation.
 
Speaking of Easter, my thanks to the innovative 
Humphry Davy Interact (HDI) Group who created 
and delivered a super Easter Egg ‘challenge’ this 
week to raise funds for the charities they support. It 
was lovely meeting students, parents and primary 
siblings completing the tasks around the school 
that ranged from ‘Bush tucker food trials’ (thanks 
for those fried insects guys!) and solving riddles 
to dexterity and physical contests and handling 
and identifying entrails and offal! I think all the 
competitors earned their Easter Egg prizes!

Facilitating the HDI group has been my good 
friend and super colleague Mr Royle who leaves 
us this Easter after 19 years of dedicated service 
to Humphry Davy School and the community of 
Penzance. Always with a smile on his face and 
determined to find the good in everyone, Mr Royle 
has been relentless in his determination to support 
the school in providing the best life chances for 
our students. He moves on to pastures new having 
secured promotion as a Vice Principal and  we 
wish him all the best with his future career. Thank 
you and Good Luck Mr Royle!

After Easter, can I remind you please that students 
return on Wednesday 24th April when we are 
hosting the National Deaf Children’s Society 
Roadshow Big Purple Bus to raise awareness about 
deafness and inclusion to overcome social and 
educational barriers. Also the latest in our series 
of ‘I love my job!’ workshops for Year 7 students 
run by alumni volunteers; Athletics at Carn Brea 
and Year 10 visits to Exeter University – all in the first 
week! As ever, it is going to be a busy term with 
many great events planned so make the most of 
the Easter Break!

Mr Marshall, Headteacher

Legal	Minded	Students	Win	Award
 
Students from Year 9 competed against other 
local schools in the local rounds of a Mock Trial 
Competition this term at Truro Magistrates Court.  
Our students performed amazingly (in a real 
courtroom) as they assessed and challenged the 
evidence in a scenario criminal case, interviewing 
witnesses and drawing conclusions on the guilt of 
the suspect. The competition allows our students 
to experience the challenging and important 
work of our Criminal courts and might help some 
of our potential lawyers and magistrates have a 
first experience of their future careers.

Piran gave a believable account as a 
defendant, accused of stealing a phone, whilst 
our prosecution and defence challenged the 

accounts of the various witnesses. Judges were 
particularly impressed with our three Magistrates, 
Ida, Coco and Tom who showed great insight in 
their discussions to reach a verdict.

Our students showed great effort and 
professionalism throughout; ending up winning 
the local round! They are set to compete in the 
regional finals in May in Wales; we look forward 
to hearing about how they get on! Good luck 
everyone! 



Collaborate...

Science	Week
 
We have had a very busy term in science, with our 
science week activities extending over two weeks.  
Students have had the chance to experiment and 
experience so many brilliant things!
 
Some of our Year 10 students took part in a new 
workshop at the Eden Project, where they used 
various plant extracts to  tackle  the fungi  that is  
threatening the  Banana Plantations in Indonesia. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed using their 
practical skills to complete a delicate procedure, 
although the pungent smell of ground up onions 
and garlic was not so appealing!

Year 10s  also visited Penwith College to  have 
taster   sessions  in construction, hair & beauty, 
sports   science and catering.  Short talks were 
given on how science links to each of these 
subjects, supporting their understanding in many 
areas of learning, such as bread-making, sports 
performance and diet.

We were also lucky to hold the annual QI match 
again this year. Our re-creation of the well known 
television show has become  a bit of a tradition  
during science week at HDS and this year’s QI 
was just as amusing as ever. A very enjoyable 
lunchtime was had by all with an appreciative 
audience!

This term has also seen our students visit the 
Geothermal Project at St Day, where Year 8s, 9s and 
our Science Ambassadors have had the chance 
to learn about Cornwall’s ‘Hot Rocks’ and how we 
will utilise thermal energy to produce electricity.  
The Ambassadors had the added excitement of 
the drill reaching the 4km mark where probes for 
gases, radiation and temperature were being 
sent down to relay data back to the surface! 



Talent...

college in the UK. The evening was the final in a 
series of gigs highlighting some of the great jazz 
improvisers that the RBC students had studied in 
their first and second years. Great musicians such 
as Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter and Horace 
Silver were featured in an evening of screaming, 
high energy jazz that provided our students with a 
fantastic look into the world of jazz performance 
and improvisation! 

Music	Scholars	Travel	to	Birmingham
 
Our Senior Music Scholars visited another of the 
UKs music Conservatoires, this time visiting the 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire (RBC). Students 
were given a real taste of university life with a jazz 
workshop from the head of Birmingham’s Jazz 
Degree, Jeremy Price. 

Jeremy and some of his first year degree students 
delivered a master class on jazz improvisation and 
highlighted to our music scholars the importance 
of developing solid listening and communication 
skills. The workshop was followed by a guided tour 
of all five floors of the vast music college, exploring 
everywhere from brass to music production 
and seeing the hustle of student life within the 
Conservatoire. 

Leading up to the morning at RBC the music 
scholars enjoyed an evening at Birmingham 
Conservatoire’s very own Eastside Jazz Club, the 
only genuine jazz venue located within a music 

Cornwall	Music	Festival
 
Humphry Davy School made a fantastic showing 
in this year’s Cornwall Music Festival with not one, 
not two, but THREE entries across the week-long 
festival celebrating musical talent across Cornwall.

First up from HDS was the ‘Impact Choir’ (lead by 
Holly Turton) who performed their versions of ‘Too 
Good at Goodbyes’ by Sam Smith and ‘Polaroid’ 
by Jonas Blue, Liam Payne, and Lennon Stella. 
The adjudicators were impressed with our choir’s 
energy and how well they gelled together as a 
group. The choir have enjoyed a very busy term of 

performances and have excelled themselves with 
each outing. Well done guys!

Next up were our ‘New Notes Jazz Band’ who 
competed alongside some of Cornwall’s top Jazz 
bands. As usual our guys put on a fantastic show, 
showcasing the array of  talent  within  the  band 
and also demonstrating their amazing ability to 
play as a unit.  Solos came from Romano, James, 
Thomas, Isaac and Maddy who were praised 
by the adjudicators for their well sculpted, lyrical 
soloing.
 
The big winner of the week was our amazing 
‘HDS Brass Ensemble’ who won their category 
and took home a trophy for ‘Brass Ensemble 
Under 16’! Mrs Munns led the young brass septet 
through their repertoire of brass favourites and 
praise was given to the group for their well 
balanced, articulate representation of the music. 
 
What an amazing term our music students have 
had! We have such talented students, well done 
everyone.  



Key	Dates	For	Your	Diaries

23.04.19 Inset Day - School Closed to Students

06.05.19 Bank Holiday - School Closed

20.05.19 KS3 Celebration Evening
 
24.05.19 Half Term

Keep	In	Touch

/HumphryDavySchool
@HDSPenzance

www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk

Humphry	Davy	School
Coombe	Road
Penzance
Cornwall 
TR18	2TG
t:	01736	363559

officialhumphrydavyschool

Would	you	be	interested	in	becoming	a	Parent	Governor	at	Humphry	Davy	School?	 

The Governing Body is currently inviting nominations for Parent Governor positions. Would you – or 
someone you know – be interested in filling one of these demanding but rewarding positions?  Visit 
www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/7/vacancies for more information and details of how to apply! 

HDI	Treasure	Hunt
 
Our HDI team organised a very successful treasure hunt 
this term.  The team set up various challenges around the 
school site, from eating challenges, to guess the organ! 
Students, staff, parents and carers walked around school 
with their maps in search of their next letter with an Easter 
egg prize in their sights. It was an original and creative 
afternoon and everyone who attended had so much fun. 

Along with the Year 9 talent show, the team raised a 
brilliant £122 to go towards their continued funding for our 
sister school in Uganda.  Well done guys on 
creating such a fantastic fund raising event!


