
 
 
5th January 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It was lovely to be able to welcome students this morning and personally satisfying to continue 
to support the work of our critical workers in the front line. The Prime Minister's press 
conference this evening illustrated the scale of the challenges we all face; why we all need to 
reduce the number of contacts that all of us have with people in other households; and 
therefore why the decision was taken to limit attendance at schools and only allow vulnerable 
children and the children of critical workers to attend. Please do contact us if you believe your 
child is eligible and you would welcome the opportunity for them to attend school. The local 
authority have requested confirmation of numbers who require county provided transport by 
Thursday 7th January. Therefore it is essential you contact us before this date if you are 
seeking a place at Humphry Davy School during the lockdown period and will require 
transport. 
 
A big 'Well done!' to the many students who logged on to 'Satchel:One' early this morning. 
The first work was submitted for assessment before 09:15 and staff have been impressed with 
the response and efforts of many of our students. 
 
Our apologies to those who experienced a slight delay to access the materials as thousands of 
students all logged onto systems nationwide, particularly between 09:00 and 09:30. 
 
It is clear that 'Remote Learning' is well and truly up and running now. 
Any students or families unsure how to access the materials may wish to contact your Student 
Support Worker for help. Their email address and a user-friendly guide can be found 
via https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3128/remote-learning and we are here to 
help you all the way. 
 
Tutors and Heads of Year will also use Satchel:One to contact you with details of assemblies 
and to provide opportunity to keep in touch with your tutor group friends. Well worth getting 
to know how to use! 
 
Regarding our Year 11 students, it is unclear at this stage what the DfE plan is for awarding 
GCSE and equivalent qualifications now that we have confirmation GCSE examinations have 
been cancelled. What we do know is that the removal of exams provides opportunity for us to 
work closely with post-16 providers to effectively prepare students for A Levels and further 
education courses and to focus upon preparing for the future world of work. We are in liaison 
with the colleges regarding Post-16 course interviews and what we can deliver post-lockdown. 
 
If the rumours are true, I am led to believe the Secretary of State for Education will update us 
tomorrow about exams, so please keep an eye out for that. We will do everything within our 
power to ensure that any proposed system fairly reflects the potential demonstrated by our 
students at HDS and that no individual is unfairly disadvantaged. It is essential though, that 
Year 11 students continue to do their part and engage in their studies whilst we are 'locked 
down'. We may well be asked to provide 'Centre Assessed Grades' based on the 
competencies demonstrated to date. Parental support and encouragement for students to 
complete work to the best of their ability will be most welcome. 
 
All the best to you and your family as we all adapt to these latest changes to the way we 
work and live. 

https://www.humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk/3128/remote-learning


 
Stay safe 
 
Bill Marshall 
 
W A Marshall 
Headteacher 

 


