
31st December 2020 

Humphry Davy School Opening Arrangements for the Spring Term 2021 

  

Dear Parents and Carers 

You will no doubt have seen in the media the announcement yesterday by Gavin 

Williamson, the Secretary of State for Education. 

With the guidance and a series of directives now published, I thought you would rather know 

sooner than later our updated plans for the first few weeks of term. 

As per my letter circulated at the beginning of the holiday, the school is closed to all 

students on Monday 4 January and will be recorded as an INSET day. 

From Tuesday 5 January onwards, the school will be open to our most vulnerable 

students, including those with an EHCP plan to complete their 'remote learning' under 

supervision of school staff. 

We will also have limited places for children of 'critical' workers that need to attend.   

Please note: on Monday 4 January, our staff team will contact parents and carers we believe are 

most likely to be affected based on our previous provision and our knowledge of our families.  

Email us via Covid@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk if you are concerned that you may be entitled 

and worried that your child may miss out. 

  

N.B. Students should only attend if their place has been confirmed.  

Limiting the number of students in school will enable us to prioritise provision for all our 

students, not just those in exam years mentioned in the DfE announcement. 

Therefore, whilst priority must be given to Year 11 students taking GCSE exams this year, 

all students in Years 7 to 11 for 5th - 8th January will be provided with remote learning. 

The lessons and activities will be uploaded to our portal 'Satchel: One' along with a guide to 

completion. In addition, staff will publish their availability to support, linked to student 

timetables. 

From Monday 11 January we hope to have Year 11 students back in school following 

their normal timetable.  

Vulnerable students and children of 'critical workers' will continue with supervised activities in 

school. 

All other students in Years 7 to 10 will continue with their 'remote learning' activities at home. 

We are hopeful that all students can return to school full time from Monday 18th January 

2021. 
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You will appreciate that final decision is beyond our control and subject to DfE approval. 

Regarding the Lateral Flow Tests (LFT) in the news, details of arrangements will be circulated 

as soon as possible. 

Participation will be voluntary and active consent will be required by students, parents / legal 

guardians, as appropriate. 

Where piloted, these tests have helped identify asymptomatic cases - which make up a third 

of all cases - limiting the spread of the virus, reducing risks for students, staff, and all families, 

and supporting the Public Health England objectives. 

Subject to identifying the necessary resources we hope to implement a weekly screening 

opportunity for all staff and students. Full details will be circulated next week. 

 

However, further investigation is required before I feel we can confidently use the tests in any 

other way.  

Therefore, please be aware that students identified as close contacts of a positively confirmed 

COVID-19 case will still be required to self-isolate for 10 days for the time being at least. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  

Planning how to mitigate further disruption to your child's education is not how any of us would 

desire to spend a New Year's Eve and whilst the timing is beyond my control, I sincerely 

apologise for the inconvenience. 

  

My best wishes for a safe and happier 2021! 

Bill Marshall  

  

W A Marshall 

Headteacher 

Tel:   01736 352124 

Email: head@humphry-davy.cornwall.sch.uk 
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